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High  Court  to  rule  on  whether  woman  in  near-vegetative  state  can  be  left  to  starve 

Is  a flicker  of  life  enough? 


dare  Dyer 

Legal  Correspondent 


In- one  case,  according  to  a to  interact  with  others.  The  revelations  came  at  a 
spokeswoman  for  the  British  though  their  eyes  are  open  conference  on  PVS,  jointly 

Medical  Association,  the  pa-  and  they  have  reflex  reac-  organised  by  the  BMA,  the 

Trn . tiitt  cent  was  definitely  not  in  a Hans  to  sound  and  light  They  Official  Solicitor’s  office  and 

,auJ  v^S?tatlve  state-  can  breathe  unaided  but  have  the  Centre  for  Medical  Law 

tnority  is  poised  The  woman  road  traffic  ac-  no  swallowing  reflex,  so  have  and  Ethics,  King's  College, 

to  ask  the  HJgh  ddent  victim,  who  cannot  be  to  be  fed  through  a tube.  London. 

the  identified,  has  been  dlag-  James  Munby,  the  QC  Among  those  faiting  part 


The  revelations  came  at  a patients.  “When  we  looked  at  whether  they  are  able  to  com-  In  the  case  of  Hillsborough 
inference  on  PVS,  jointly  vegetative  patients,  we  mimicate.  It’s  pointless  being  disaster  victim  Tony  Bland 
ganised  by  the  BMA,  the  thought  that  was  a discrete  too  pedantic  about  being  in  or  the  Leads  laid  down  that  feed- 
fflcial  Solicitor’s  office  and  condition  and  it  wouldn’t  out  of  the  vegetative  state.”  mg  should  not  be  stopped 
s Centre  for  Medical  Law  have  applications  for  other  said  Dr  Andrews,  medical  di-  without  court  approval, 
id  Ethics,  King’s  College,  cases,”  a spokeswoman  said.  rector  of  the  Royal  Hospital  Mr  Munby  said  the  effect  of 


London. 

Among  those  taking  part 


^■allow  the  with-  since  a neurologist  and  a 
drawal  of  artificial  feeding  nurse  saw  her  eyes  “track- 

frrvm  a nntiant  nr^n  io  in  a 


nosed  as  “near  vegetative”  j briefed  by  the  Official  SoHci-  was  Sir  Stephen  Brown,  presl-  patients  were  wrongly  dlag- 


Dr  Keith  Andrews,  who  has  for  Neurodisability.  Putney, 
documented  17  cases  in  which  south-west  London. 


ctor  of  the  Royal  Hospital  Mr  Munby  said  the  effect  of 
r Neurodisability.  Putney,  the  judgment  was  that  it  was 
iuth-west London.  unlawful  for  doctors  to  pro- 

Bryan  Jennett,  emeritus  long  the  life  of  PVS  patients. 


tor  to  represent  the  patient  in  dent  of  the  High  Court’s  Pam-  nosed  as  vegetative,  said  professor  of  neurosurgery  at  I Given  that  there  were  an  esti- 


from  a patient  who  is  not  in  a 
permanent  vegetative  state. 

It  also  emerged  yesterday 
that  two  police  forces  recently 
Investigated  cases  in  which 


ing”  the  movement  of  an  ob-  day  he  believed  the  court 
ject  Patients  in  the  persistent  would  «in<»Hnn  the  move. 


the  pending  case,  said  yester-  fly  Division,  who  will  proba-  there  was  no  logical  differ-  Glasgow  University  and  an 
day  he  believed  the  court  bly  take  the  decision  on  ence  between  PVS  patients  expert  an  PVS,  said:  “We 


— or  is  it  that  large  numbers 
or  doctors  arc  doing  what,  on 
one  view  of  the  law.  the 
House  of  Lords  has  told  us  is 
unlawful?” 

The  BMA  was  notified  of 
two  suspected  witbdrwal  of 
feeding  cases  last  spring.  !n 
Lancashire,  police  considered 
bringing  a murder  charge 


ty  he  believed  the  court  bly  take  the  decision  on 
ould  sanction,  the  move.  whether  the  near-FVS  patient 
The  case  Is  likely  to  spark  a should  be  allowed  to  die. 


vegetative  stale  (PVS)  cannot  The  case  Is  likely  to  spark  a should  he  allowed  to  die. 
move  their  eyes  on  a deliber-  furious  ethical  debate.  The  The  BMA’s  ethics  commlt- 
ate  track.  They  have  had  High  Court  has  allowed  tee  has  drawn  up  guidelines 


expert  on  PVS,  said:  “We  In  PVS,  he  wondered  why 
and  those  with  minimum  ought  to  consider  the  pa-  only  10  cases  had  come  to 
awareness.  tients’  best  interests  and  court. 

“It  would  be  important  to  whether  having  some  slight  “Is  it  that  large  numbers  of 
identify  whether  the  patient  degree  of  awareness  might  doctors  are  doing  what  the 
is  able  to  indicate  some  not  make  their  predicament  House  of  Lords  lold  them  not 


j-nuTt , . - _ 7”"  ~ -—J  ******  vwi4i  a.  mho  imu  uia**u  ujj  fimur.imcj  imviuuj  wucuic*  laic  [mucui  ucgtcc  ui  awoicucn  uu^m 

aocrors  were  suspected  of  their  higher  brain  destroyed  health  authorities  and  NHS  on  PVS  patients  but  has  not  is  able  to  indicate  some  not  make  their  predicament 
wt inara wing  feeding  from  pa-  and  have  no  awareness  of  trusts  to  stop  feeding  10  PVS  yet  taken  a stance  on  with-  awareness  — not  just  whether  worse  than  if  they  were 

tientS  wnnout  court  sanction,  their  P.nvImnTirumt  ap  shilihr  ngtionfo  ca far  fa<vliiui  fW»n  fkmr  a«*o  knf  *» 


mated  1,000  to  1.500  patients  against  the  GP  of  an  RR-yvar- 
ln  PVS,  he  wondered  why  old  woman  stroke  victim  who 
only  10  cases  had  come  to  was  a patient  in  a nursing 
court.  home  but  the  Crown  Prusecu- 

“ls  it  that  large  numbers  of  tion  Service  decided  the  evi- 
doctors  are  doing  what  the  dence  did  not  warrant 


tients  without  court  sanction.  | their  environment  or  ability  | pntipntg  50  far 

School  pays 
£30,000 to 
victim  of 
bullying 


drawing  feeding  from  other  | they  are  ‘tracking* 


Lords  lold  them  not  charges.  A similar  decision  is 
to  do  — discontinuing  treat-  thought  to  have  been  taken  in 
meat  without  coming  to  court  n case  in  the  Bristol  area. 


CtanDrf 


A FORMER  schoolboy 
accepted  £30,000  com- 
pensation yesterday 
in  what  - lawyers 
believe  is  the  first  successful 
court  case  brought  over 
bullying. 

Sebastian  Sharp,  now  20, 
was  due  to  take  his  case  to  the 
High  Court  on  Monday,  but 
insurers  for  Shene  School  in 
Sheeu,  south-west  London, 
offered  the  money  in  ah  out- 
of-court  settlement  yesterday. 

The  case,  which  could  lead 
to  a flood  of  claims  against 
schools  and  education 
authorities,  would  have  been 
the  first  bullying  case  to 
reach  the  High  Court,  and 
could  have  established  new 
guidelines  on  schools'  duties 
to  protect  pupils.  The  rally 
case  to  have  reached  a court 
Judgment,  brought  by  cere- 
bral palsy  sufferer  Rebecca 
Walker  against  Bolsover 
School  in  Derbyshire,  was 
thrown  out  at  Nottingham 
county  court  in  1994.  . 

Mr  Sharp,' who  was  the  vic- 
tim of  a four-year  campaign 
waged  by  other  school- 
children and  who  ran  away 
for  four  days  at  one  point  to 
escape  his  torment,  could  not 
be  reached,  last  night  His 
mother,  Janice,  said:  “It’s 
very  good  news.  At  least  it’s 
opened  up  a pathway  for 
other  people  to.  make  some- 
body answerable  for  what  Is 
happening  in  schools  today. 
We  didn't  know  whether  he 
was  alive  or  dead  during:  the 
four  days  he  was  missing.” 

She  said  a child  psychia- 
trist who  specialises  In  bully- 
ing would  have  given  evi- 
dence that  between  eight  and 
10  children,  a year  commit 
suicide  as  -aresult.of  bullying. 

Mr  Sharp’s  solicitor.  Jack 
Rabinowllz,  said  It  was  a pity 
the  case  would  not  go  to  court 
because  it  would  have  clari- 


fied Issues  about  schools’ 
duties  to  prevent  buflyfng.  A 
specialist  in  education  law, 
he  said  he  had.  another  half- 
dozen  cases  oh  his  bocks. 

Mr  Sharp,  who  lives  with 
his  parents  In  Richmond, 
southwest  London,  sued  the 
governors  of  Shene  School  for 
-£200,000  damages.  He  was  at 
the  centre  of  a nationwide 
search  when  he  ran  away 
from  home  five  years  ago,  and 
alleged  in  his  writ  that  con- 
stant' bullying  had  left  him 
psychologically  traumatised 
and  affected  his  education 
and  careerprospects. 

. The  writ  claimed  he  was 
regularly  kicked,  punched, 
picked  on  and  insulted  from 
the  age  of  11,  when  he  started 
at  the  school,  until  he  ran 
away  at  15.  He  alleged  that 
other  pupfls  tore  up  hi$  work, 
hit  b»m  across  the  head  with 
rulers,  threw  things  at  him 
and  tripped  him  up,  and'  that 
at  the  end  of  his  fifth  year  he 
was  tied  up  by  classmates 
about  twice  a week. 

The  writ  said  that  bullying 
seriously  affected  his  person- 
ality, making  him  anxious, 
depressed  and  suicidal;  Mr 
Rabizu>witz  said:- “We  say  the 
school  knew  about  It  right 
from  the  start.  There  was  one 
meeting  where  the  kids  were 
assembled  and  told  they 
shouldn't  do  it,  but  it  went  on 
npnHafart,  which  gave  Sebas- 
tian final  despair.” 

He  ran  away  from  home, 
leaving  his  parents  a note 
saying  he  had  been  picked  on 
and -could  not -take  any  more. 
He  later  continued  his  educa- 
tion at  a sixth-form  college, 
achieving  three  GCSEs. 

The  writ  claimed  the  school 
was  negligent  in  failing  to 
take  reasonable  care  for  Mr 
Sharp’s  health  and  safety  or 
protect  him  from  buDytng. 

Mr  Sharp,  who  has  a cleri- 
cal job  with  a brokerage  firm, 
was  {panted  legal  aid  to  bring 
the  case-  ■’ 


Refugees  flood 
back  to  Rwanda 


Chris  McGroal  tnGotna 

Hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  Rwandan  refu- 
gees abandoned  their 
camps  and  streamed  home 
yesterday  after  Zairean  rebels 
and  Rwandan  soldiers  broke 
the  insidious  control  of  Hutu 
extremist  militias  — and  the 
deadlock  of  looming  disaster 
In  eastern  Zaire. 

The  assault  on  Mugunga 
camp  — where  the  notorious 
interahamwe  militia  herded 
huge  numbers  of  refugees  to 
escape  Zairean  rebels  hacked 
by  Rwanda's  Tutsi-dominated 
government  — succeeded 
where  the  United  Nations  has 
failed  for  two  years,  and 
threw  into  question  the  need 
for  the  multinational  inter- 
vention force  now  being 
assembled. 

The  UN  estimated  that  the 
vast  majority  of  the  700,000 
Rwandans  camped  around 
Goma  since  1994  are  on  the 
move,  after  the  attack  sent 
the  interahamwe  fleeing  and 
persuaded  most  refugees  that 
they  were  better  off  returning 
home. 

In  scenes  reminiscent  of  the 
influx  of  refugees  into  Zaire 


two  years  ago.  hordes  of 
people  choked  miles  of  road 
as  they  headed  towards  Goma 
and  the  Rwandan  border.  By- 
dusk  tens  of  thousands  had 
crossed  the  frontier  at  a rate 
of  170  a minute,  while  tbe 
mass  settled  down  for  the 
night  by  the  roadside  in  Zaire 
in  torrential  rain  storms. 

Desire  Muhirua,  aged  31,  a 
father  of  three  who  had  also 
taken  an  orphan  under  his 
wing,  said  the  interahamwe 
was  all  that  had  stopped  them 
from  going  home  before. 

"The  shelling  killed  a lot  of 
people.  The  day  before  yester- 
day the  interahamwe  stopped 
us  from  leaving  the  camp. 
Anyone  who  wanted  to  go  was 
killed  instantly.  But  this 
morning  they  were  gone  and 
so  we  left,”  he  said. 

All  through  the  day  they 
tramped  on,  exhausted  by 
fear  and  almost  totally  silent 
except  for  the  occasional  wail 
from  a small  child  gripping 
its  mother's  skirt  to  try  to 
keep  up.  Some  hobbled  on 
crutches.  Others  collapsed 
and  crawled.  Women  carried 
babies  and  small  children 
Turn  to  page  2,  column  7 

Fcwfing  looters,  pas*  6 


Rwandan  refugees  head  home  yesterday  after  an  attack  broke  militias'  hold  on  Mugunga  camp  photograph:  thomas  ooex 


I don’t  want  £2.1  m lottery  jackpot —the  fuss  would  finish  me  off’ 


Wartln  Wahnwriqht 

NO  PENSIONER  in  Hull 
was  safe  last  night  after 
the  bizarre  revelation  that 
a £2.1  million  National  Lot- 
tery jackpot  ticket  is  lying 
an  cashed  on  an  elderly 
local  widow’s  front  room 

table.  . . . 

Reporters,  treasure  hunt- 


ers and  officials  of  Camelot. 
the  Lottery  organisers, 
began  ^systematic  attempt 
to  persuade  the  reluctant 
winner  to  break  cover  — at 
least  to  the  modest  extent 
off  actually  claiming  the 
prize. 

The  strangest  twist  yet  in 
the  unpredictable  history 
off  Lottery  oddities  followed  - 
an  unsigned  letter  to  the 


Hull  Dally  Mall.  The 
woman’s  letter- said  the 
winning:  ticket,  from  May 
24,  had  been  bought  by  her 
husband  shortly  before  his 
death.  She  wrote:  “I  was 
very  shocked  when  he 
bought  the  ticket  He  had 
never  gambled  in  his  life, 
so  X don’t  know  why  he  did 
tt.  It  was  a grand  feeling  to 
win,  but  too  late.” 


.The  woman  then  gave  her 
age,  courteously  blanked 
out  by  the  newspaper,  and 

added:  “So  what  would  be 
the  point  of  the  money.  I 
have  no  family  or  friends, 
just  a helper.  Sorry,,  but  I 
don’t  wish  to  give  my  name. 
1 am  sure  the  fuss  would 
frntsh  me  off. 

“The  ticket  is  on  the  front 
room  table.  1 keep  looking 
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Comment 


at  it  — if  only  I could  have 
my  life  over.” 

The  woman  added  that 
sbe  hoped  the  millions 
could  go  to  local  hospitals 
in  Hull  because  they  “were 
kind  and  looked  after  my  i 
husband”.  - 

The  six-month  deadline 
for  claiming  the  jackpot 
runs  out  at  Zlpm  on  Thurs- 
day, and  Camelot  warned 


Sport 

fro* 

rtf 


that  the  money  would  go 
automatically  into  the  good 
causes  pool  if  the  woman 
failed  to  contact  them. 

Taryn  Hilhnra.  of  Came- 
lot. said:  “If  she  wanted  to 
give  all  the  money  away, 
they  could  even  help  her  do 
thaL  But  she  would  have  to 
accept  the  money  from  us 
first  We  can’t  give  it  away 
on  her  behalf.” 


Comment  and  Letters,  8; 
RttKo  and  TV  page  2. 
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Y/^Guardian 


To  our  readers. 

Over  recent  weeks,  we  have  been 
experiencing  production  problems 
which  have  seriously  affected  our 
distribution  in  some  countries. 

We  have  now  instaUed  new 
transmission  equipment  at  both  our 
overseas  print  sites  - an  investment 
which  will  ensure  a regular  and  timely 
distribution  of  The  Guardian 
International  to  our  readers  all  over 
the  world. 

Guardian  Newspapers  will  continue  to 
invest  in  the  future  - to  make  The 
Guardian  Internationa]  available  in  as 
many  countries  as  possible,  as  early  as 
possible. 

We  thank  you  for  your  continued 
support 

For  further  information  on  availability  and 
subscriptions,  please  contact  us: 

International  Publishing  Dept 
Teh  (44)  (0)171  239  9949 
Fax:  (44)  (0)171  7134131 
E-mail:  guardfan.co.uk 

7 Guardian 

Europe’s  Quality  Newspaper 
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Hundreds  |j 
of  prisoners  | 
to  be  freed  I 


Alan  Travis 
Home  Affairs  Editor 


THE  first  of  more  than 
800  prisoners,  mostly 
burglars  and  thieves, 
were  released  early 
last  night  after  a devastating 
High  Court  judgment  against 

the  Home  Secretary,  Michad 
Howard. 

Three  judges,  Including  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice,  Lord 
Bingham,  ruled  that  the  way 
the  prison  service  had  calcu- 
lated release  dates  of  inmates 
serving  concurrent  sentences 
had  been  unlawfully  applied 
for  30  years.  The  Home  Secre- 
tary was  refused  leave  to  ap- 
peal to  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  Prison  Service  was  last 
night  trying  to  complete  a 
check  on  the  sentencing  re- 
cords of  all  58,000  inmates  to 
establish  exactly  how  many 
will  qualify  for  release. 

"Early  indications  are  that 
some  800  serving  prisoners 
are  likely  to  be  affected,”  the 
Prisons  Minister,  Ann  Widde- 
combe,  said.  "About  50  will  be 
eligible  for  imminent  release 
when  sentence  calculations 
have  been  completed-"  They 
are  expected  to  be  Creed  early 
□ext  week. 

Thousands  more  prisoners 
who  have  already  ended  their 
sentences  are  also  likely  to  be 
entitled  to  compensation 
worth  a total  of  up  to  £18  mil- 
lion. The  size  of  the  final  bill, 
at  about  £60  a day  per  person,  i 
will  be  capped  by  a six-year 
statute  of  limitations  which 
means  only  those  released 
after  1890  can  claim.  Proba- 
tion officers  estimate  that  on 
average  these  inmates  spent 
five  weeks  too  long  in  Jail 
A decision  on  whether  com- 
pensation will  be  paid  is  to  be 
made  later.  "We  were  detain- 
ing them  in  accordance  with 
the  law  laid  down  at  the  time. 


So  we  are  by  no  means  ready 
to  say  that  there’s  a blanket 
case  for  compensation.”  Miss 
Widdecombe  said. 

Labour's  prisons  spokes- 
man, George  Howarth,  said 
the  judgment  added  to  Mr 
Howard’s  serial  bungler  repu- 
tation. “This  week  has  seen 

the  Home  Secretary  lose  three 
times  in  the  courts  — twice  in 
one  morning  — a unique 
achievement  even  for  this j 
Secretary  of  State,"  he  said. 

The  Inmates  involved  in  the 
test  cases  are  Michelle  Carol 
Evans,  who  was  serving  two 
years  for  burglary,  robbery 
and  assault;  and  Paul  Reid, 
jailed  for  two  years  and  three 
months  for  burglary  and 
handling  stolen  goods.  Both 
were  released  within  hoars  of 
the  High  Court  judgment 

The  ruling  by  Lord  Bing- 
ham, Lord  Justice  Rose  and 
Mr  Justice  Blofeld  follows  the 
"great  escape"  over  the  sum- 
mer when  prisons  had  to 
release  early  541  inmates 
serving  consecutive  sen- 
tences. A High  Court  victory 
for  Mr  Howard  halting  those 
releases  paved  the  way  for 
yesterday's  decision. 

Lord  Bingham  said  that  the 
whole  mechanism  for  work- 
ing out  sentences  was  a mess: 
“The  principle  that  a prison- 
er's release  date  should  be  be- 
yond dispute,  and  that  the 
provisions  governing  it 
should  be  easy  to  apply,  is  of 
great  Importance." 

In  feet  the  rules  were  “not 
dear  to  the  courts,  or  the 
legal  profession,  or  prisoners, 
or  — it  would  seem  — the 
prison  authorities,"  he  said. 

The  ruling  held  that  the 
system  for  calculating 
remand  time  to  be  deducted 
from  multiple  sentences  was 
flawed.  It  only  deducted  time 
spent  on  remand  for  the  most 
serious  crime,  rather  than  die 
total  time  awaiting  trial 


Happy 

return 


bridges 

history 


Erfand  Clouaton 


Eliki 


THE  Bine  Box  of  Destiny 
was  back  In  Scotland 
last  night,  safe  from 
PLantagenet  ghosts  , and  na- 
tionalist cat  burglars  in  the 
secure  room  of  a govern- 
ment laboratory. 

The  box,  lashed  to  the 
floorpan  of  a varnished 
army  Land  Rover,  slipped 
back  over  the  Tweed  at 
11.05am.  The  historic  fron- 
tier ceremony  was  a mov- 
ing advertisement  for  the 
stoicism  of  the  Scottish 
race.  Not  only  were  - the 
2,000  assembled  patriots 
forced  to  settle  for  the  me- 
tallic box  rather  than  what- 
ever geological  juju  it  con- 
tained. bat  they  bad  to  wait 
an  hour  longer  than  sched- 
uled for  the  privilege. 

Scotland  in  general  has 
been  uncertain  how  to 
react  to  the  return  of  its 
former  coronation  furni- 
ture. Pressed,  most  agree 
that  it's  nice  to  get  some- 
thing back  from  the 
English,  but  they  are  ner- 
vous of  being  portrayed  as 
savages  who  can  be  bribed 
with  a lump  of  qnasi-scrlp- 
turalrock. 


The  weather  in  Europe 


Television  and  radio  — Saturday 
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‘Wise  men’  give 
Kohl  bad  tidings  * 


on  economy 


kan  Traynor  In  Bonn 


postponement  In  good  time  to 
create  clarity  and  to  avoid 


Chancellor  Hel- 
mut Kohl’s  European 
predicament  wors- 
ened yesterday  when 
his  prestigious  team  of  eco- 
nomic advisers  declared  that 
Germany  would  foil  to  meet 
the  key  budget  and  debt  crite- 
ria for  the  single  European 

currency  next  year. 

In  a gloomy  annual  report 
on  this  year’s  economic  per- 
formance and  the  prospects 
for  next  year,  the  govern' 
ment-commlsstoned  council 
of  economic  experts,  known 
as  the  “five  wise  men”, 
warned  of  soaring  unemploy- 
ment flagging  investment 
and  fiscal  policy  locked  Ln  a 
"vicious  circle”. 

Most  European  Union 
countries  could  foil  the  single 
currency  test  next  year,  the 
council  warned.  It  argued 
against  fluffing  the  criteria, 
which  could  trigger  a credi- 
j bility  crisis  in  the  entire  pro- 
I ject.  “Belay  in  this  case  is  the 
! required  option.  If  it  Is  appar- 
ent that  the  criteria  cannot  be 
credibly  fulfilled  in  1997,  gov- 
' emments  should  announce  a 


< surprises  on  the  financial 
markets,"  the  council  said. 


Despite  Germany's  pro- 
jected economic  growth  non  - 
year  of  asper  cent*  up  te* 

I point  on  this  year,  the  council 
said  next  year’s  budget  deficit 
would  be  &3  per  cent  of  grots 
domestic  product  — Wper. 
cent  higher  than  the  ceu%: 
set  for  next  year  for  qualifk*.^ 
tion  for  the  single  currency  In : 
1999.  The  scale  of  the  deficit 
would  also  push  the  state  ' 
debt-to-GDP  ratio  beyond  the 
60  per  cent  celling  which  is ' 
another  single  currency  test  - 
’ Stressing  the  predictions^* 

ZS  per  cent  growth,  Mr  Kohl 
shrugged  off  doubts  about 
Germany's  fitness  for  eco- 
mimic  and  monetary  union.  . 

The  1997  budget  goes  for  its. 
final  reading  in  parliament 
later  this  month  after  clear- 
ing the  parliamentary  budget 
committee  yesterday.  The  fi- 
nance minister,  Theo  Walgel 
has  pledged  that  the  federal 
deficit  will  not  be  allowed  to 
exceed  DM56.5  billion 
(£2A«>  billion)  next  year,  guar- 
anteeing an  overall  deficit  of 
2J5  per  cent. 


A"'  ^ 


Rwandan  exodus  after  attack 


Continued  from  page  2 


Coming  home . . .The  stone  crosses  Coldstream’s  230-year-old  bridge  photograph:  muroo  macleqo 


who  have  only  ever  known 
life  ln  the  camps.  One  man 
carried  nothing  but  a bible. 
Another  had  a full-grown 
man  strapped  to  his  back  like 
a baby. 

The  exodus  signalled  the 
final  collapse  of  Hutu  extrem- 
ist control  over  the  bulk  of 
the  refugees  who  have  pro- 
vided a political  base,  hiding 
place  and  shield  for  the  mili- 
tiamen who  led  the  genocide 


of  Rwanda's  Tuts  is  In  1994. 

It  also  cast  new  doubt  over 
the  nde  of  the  Canadian-led 
multinational  force  author- 
ised by  a UN  resolution  last 
night  The  rebel  leader.  Laurent 

Vnhftn  gfijlri  rtui  macs  nphim  Thaw 

made  the  force  redundant  T 
don't  think  the  international 

community,  as  Mhgunga 
will  not  be  there,  wffl  have  any 
reason  to  come  here.  Who  do 
they  need  to  free?"  be  asked. 
The  Rwandan  and  Kenyan  gov- 
ernments agree. 
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Around  the  world 

Luntftttma  yerttfday  (previous  day  In  Americas] 
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European  weather  outlook 


Most  of  Norway  and  nonhem  Sweden  will  be  dull 
with  rain  In  the  south  and  snow  in  iha  north. 
Denmark,  the  extrema  south  of  Sweden  and 
Finland  should  be  mainly  dry  but  rain  is  likely 
tonight  followed  by  colder  weather  Tomorrow.  Max 
■amp  5-8C  In  the  South,  bill  below  freezing  In  the 
north. 

Um«  nwrtlu,  r.nwy,  jkrttri*. 
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Patchy  rain  over  northern  Germany  and  tha  Low 

coumriee  ahotild  die  out  with  ofenty  of  fine  8 rather 
cloudy  weather  this  afternoon.  Further  south 
across  Austria,  Switzerland  and  southern 
Germany  ft  wlH  be  cold  with  spalls  ot  rain  and  : 
mountain  snow.  Mu  temp  4-8C. 


Showera  ot  rain  and  mountain  snow  are  llkety  In 
the  south-east,  but  most  of  Franca  will  be  fine  and 
Chilly  with  a lithe  sunshine  alter  the  clearance  at 
early  log  and  treat  Mu  temp  6-1 3C  from  north  to 
south. 

*P2te  *o8  Portogal: 

Central  and  eastern  Spain  will  be  cold  and  unset-  — HnU  - 

tted  with  a lot  ot  cloud  and  showers;  the  showers  t***c  www  _ 

falling  as  snow  above  800  metres.  Western  Spain  SBC  world  Santa  can  bamcatad  In 
end  Portugal  should  be  mainly  fine  with  eonw  oun-  gttmmMW848km<4ttriaidin 

shine.  Max  lamp  ranging  18C  on  the  south  coast  lo  v»taiii&irapaonLW1BBhHs(tfit6nn| 
Just  BC  in  Iha  north-east  of  Spain. 


A trough  of  low  pressure  will  bring  showers  » 
many  places  today,  especially  in  the  north  with 
some  welcome  snow  over  me  Alps  and  DotomHes, 
but  most  areas  wf«  sae  some  sunshine  between 
tha  showers.  Max  temp  12-22C  from  north  to  south. 


Another  fine,  warm  day  with  plenty  of  sunshine, 
especially  an  the  Islands.  Max  twnp  17-20C. 
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NEWS  3 


The  spectre  of  schism  hangs  over  a bitterly 
divided  Church  of  England  as  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Christian  Movement 
celebrates  its  20th  anniversary  & 

today.  While  its  members  meet 
in  Southwark  Cathedral  to  pray 
for  acceptance,  conservatives 
link  them  to  promiscuity,  depravity  and 
paedophilia.  Madeleine  Bunting  reports 


9 ^ The  choice  of  Southwark  Cathedral  by  Richard  Kiriter  of  the  LGCM — seen  with  die  organisation's  ted dybear  mascots  — has  info  riatpd  evangelicals 

Marching  as  to  war  over  sin  and  sexuality 


TODAY'S  celebration 
to  mark  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Christian 
Movement’s  20th 
anniversary  has 
brought  to  a head  the  most 
divisive  issue  in  the  Church 
of  England  since  the  ordina- 
tion of  women. 

In  Southwark  Cathedral, 
2,000  members  and  supporters 
of  the  movement  will  gather 
to  pray  for  recognition  and 
acceptance  in  the  Church, 
which  bans  practising  homo- , 
sexuals  from  being  ordained 
and  outlaws  same-sex 
relationship  blessings. 

At  the  same  time,  evangeli- 
cals in  about  so  Anglican 
churches. all  over  the  country 
will,  be  praying  to  the  same 
God  •that  gpys  - and  lesbians 
repent  of  their  “evil  acts”  and. 
that  He . forgive  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  Dr 
George  Carey,  for  . the 
Church's  failure  to  “banish 
and  drive  away  all  erroneous 
and  strange  doctrine”. 

The  Southwark  event  has 
concentrated  the  campaign- 
ing efforts  of  both  the  LGCM 
and  Reform;  the  conservative 
evangeUcal  group-  It  has  split 
the  Southwark  diocese  into 
bitterly  opposing  camps,  im- 
pressing on.  other  dioceses 
watching  from  the  sidelines 
how  the  issue  of  homosexual* 
ity  really  does  raise  the 
spectre  of  schism. 

The  LGCM,  under  the  assid- 
uous guidance  for  the  last  20 
years  of  Richard  Barker,  its 
general  .-  secretary  and 
founder,  is  nothing  if  not  as- 
tute at  strategy.  Today's  event 
was  always  going  to  be  con- 
troversial; it  was  intended  to 
be.  This  evening's,  service  at 
Southwark  is  a coupdegftice. 
The  use  of  a cathedral  has  in- 
censed evangelical  opponents- 
Tbe  symbolism  of  a cathedral 
as  the  spiritual  centre  of  the. 
diocese,  implies  official  ap- 
proval for  active  homosexual- 
ity, however  much  Dr  Carey 
insisted  last  week  that  it  does 
not 

Southwark  has  mobilised 
Reform  into  a frenzy  of  activ- 
ity, and  the  last  few  months 
has  been  punctuated  by  a 
series  of  threats.  The  group, 
has  called  for  evangelicals  to 
challenge  bishops  to  declare 
their  position  and  boycott 
those  who  refuse  to  endorse 
their  opposition  to  homosex- 
uality, parishes  in  Southwark 
have  dedared  they  will  cap 
their  quotas  to  the  diocese  in 
protest;  Reform  accuses  Dr 
Carey  of  breaking  canon  law 
and  has  urged  him  to  ban  the 
service.  The  group’s  most 
recent  move  was  to  write  on 
Thursday  to  the  Attorney 
General  asking  him  to  look 
into  the  LGCNTs  link  last 
year  on  the  Internet,  to  foe. 
“blasphemous”  poem,  The 
Love  that  Dares  Mot  Speak  Its 

Name,  - 

Slurs  by  members  ol 
Reform  have  become  Increas- 
ingly vicious.  They  have  11k- 
ened  gays  to  Nazis  or  advo- 
cates of  apartheid;  they  have 
referred  in  press  reteasesto 
the  case  of  the 

lie  priest  sentenced  this  week 
to  six  years  , for  abusing  boys 


and  amassing  the  biggest  col- 
lection of  Internet  pornogra- 
phy, with  the  clear  implica- 
tion that  gays  are  paedo- 
philes. They  have  repeatedly 
targeted  a book.  The  A to  Z of 
Gay  Sex,  which  they  maintain 
will  be  for  sale  at  the  bode 
fair  that  is  being  run  during 
today's  seminars  and  which, 
they  claim,  gives  advice  on 
cottaging  and  gay  sex,  and 
says:  “Who  said  that  human 
beings,  are  supposed  to  be 
monogamous,  anyway?  Why, 
some  boring  dd  fart  in  the 
Bible,  that’s  whoT  ■ 

Reform’s  most  recent  press 
release  quoted  from  a sax 
guide  LGCM  possessed  .ID 
years  agoin  which  "baths  are 
recommended,  as  aiptoce-  to 
achieve  more  sex  than  any- 
where else  and  it  favours  sex 
orgies  wttha  crowd”. 

To  Reform  It  is  clear  that 
homosexuality  is  inextricably 
linked  to' paedophilia,  promis- 
cuity arid  depravity  of  a kind 


well  known  in  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah. Leviticus’s  condem- 
nation of  homosexuality  as  an 
“abomination”  is  putting  it 
mildly. 

Reform  acknowledged  yes- 
terday that  today's  event  will 
go  ahead,  hut  threatened  to 
take  serious  decisions  at  its 
national  council  meeting 
next  month.  “This  extraordi- 
nary event  at  Southwark  has 
brought  things  to  a head  and 
leads  us  to  believe  that  even- 
tually the  Church  will  accept 
practising  homosexuals  for 
ordination,”  said  the  Rever- 
end Phillip  Haricing;  chair- 
man of  Reform,  yesterday.  I 
“We  will  be  discussing  ways 
of  dissociating  ourselves 
mane  and  more  with  the 
Church:  It  will  be  like  a 
church  within  a church.  We 
want  to  strengthen  our  net- 
work of  Reform  member 
I churches  under  our  own  lead- 
ership. But  we  aren't  going  to 
leave  the  Church  of  England 

‘One  of  the  critical 
things  we’ve  got 
to  achieve  is  more 
honesty  and  , 
openness.  It  will 
take  longer  and 
longer  the  more  . 
we  go  onsimply 
screaming  at  each 
other.’ 

Bishop  John  Qkadwln 


A decade  of  unholy  rows 


1987:  General  Synod  voted 
overwhelmingly  in  favour 
of  a motion  whidi  said  that 
“homosexual  acts  fall  short 
of  (the  Biblical  and  tradi- 
tional) ideal,  and  are  to  be 
met  by  a call  to  repentance 
and  the  exercise  of 
compassion-” 

1991:  The  Bonse  of  Bishop® 
statement.  Issues  in  Human 
Sexuality,  advocated  that 
the  Church  accept  same-sex 
rplaHiwwhipi  amrmgr  the 
laity,  while  maintaining  the 
ban  on  ordaining  practising 
homosexuals  and  rating  out 
blessing  same-sex  - ■ 
relationships. 

1994:  Outrage!  disrupted  ■ . 

the  enthronement  of  the 
Bishop  ofDnrham,  the  Rt 
Rev  Michael  Turnbull,  after 
it  was  revealed  that  he  had 
been  convicted  26  years 
earlier  ofan  act  of  gross 
Indecency.  - 

March  i»95:Rt  Rev  DavW’ 
Hope,  the  then  Bishop  of 
London,  underpressure 
from  Outrage!  admitted 
publicly  that  his  sexuality 
was  a “grey  area”  but  added 
thathe  was  celibate.  A . 
month  later  he  was  pro- 
moted to  Archbishop  of 
York. 


November  1995:  a new  Gear 
eral  Synod  is  elected  with 
gayrights  activists  topping 
the  clergy  sections  of  Lon- 
don and  Southwark  dio- 
ceses. Synod  had  first 
openly  gay  cleric  member. 

February  1999:  Archbishop 
Desmond  Tutn  becomes  the 
m turf  high  profile  Anglfrow 
bishop  openly  to  support  . 
gay  rights  in  the  Church- 

May  1996:  Lord  Runcie,  the 
former  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, admitted  be 
ordained  homosexuals.  The 
Rt  Rev  Jim  Thompson, 
Bishop  ofBaih  and  Wells 
and  Ht  Rev  Hugh  Monte- 
fiore,  admit  the  same. 

October  1998:  The  only 
openly  gay  Anglican  bishop 
inJBh^Uuid,  the  Rt  Re  v 
Derek  Rawcliffe, was 
sacked  from  his  honorary 
position  as  assistant  bftahop 
in  Hipon,  North  Yorkshire, 

for  conducting  same-sex 

blessing  ceremonies. 

May  1996:  heresy  charges 

brought  bynine  bishops 

against  Walter  Mgfater, 
retired  Bishop  of  Iowa,  for 
having  knowingly  ordained 
a practising  homosexual, 
are  thrown  out  court. 


— because  we  are  standing  by 
its  truths  — unless  they 
throw  us  out” 

■ The  LGCM’s  dogged  persis- 
tence and  confidence  Infuri- 
ate Reform.  LGCM  supporters 
believe  history  Is  on  their 
side.  They  draw  parallels 
with  the  long  struggle  for 
women's  ordination  and  take 
courage  from  the  steady  pro- 
gress they  have  made  in 
recent  years  for  what  they  be- 
lieve is  ultimately  a question 
of  justice  and  honesty. 

The  one  thing  Reform  and 
the  LGCM  have  in  common  is 
their  capacity  to  stir  up  a floss 
out  of  all  proportion  to  their 
grrmn  memberships.  Reform 
has  50Q  clergy  and  800  lay 
members,  ‘ While  the  LGGM 
has  L200  members,  of  whom 
400  are  clergy . 

But  beyond  Reform’s  fanat- 
ics lies  a hinterland  of  sup- 
port— as  a timely  Evangeli- 
cal Alliance  survey  published 
this  week  pointed  ouL  A stag- 
gering 96  per  cent  believed 
same-sex  relationships  were 
always  wrong.  With  evangeli- 
cals increasingly  powerful  in 
the  Church  of  England — they 
now  represent  40  per  cent  of 
members  — this  should  give 
the  LGCM  pause  for  thought 
Despite  attempts  by  evan- 
gelical theologians  and  the  de- 
velopment of  a much  more 
open-minded  “post-evangeli- 
calism” to  accommodate  ho- 
mosexuality, evangelicals 
remain  adamantly  opposed. 
For  them,  the  issue  strikes  at 
the  heart  of-  the  question  of 
the  authority  of  the  Bible. 
Since  every  word  comes  di- 
rectly from  God.  attempts  to 
explain  away  the  condemna- 
tion of  St  Paul  or  Leviticus 
are  pure  sophistry. 

This  is  the  bishops’  worst 
nightmare  — evangelicals 
and  liberals  flinging  Bible 
verses  at  each  other,  and 
fighting  for  the  allegiance  of 
the  vast  bulk  of  church-going 
Anglicans  who  have  little  in- 
terest in,  and  less  knowledge 
ot  homosexuality.  The  debate 
over  gay  rights  is  one  that  the 
bishops  just  doiit  want 
As  the  Rt  Rev  John  Glad- 
win, Bishop  of  Guildford,  who 
has  been  excoriated  by 
Reform  for  agreeing  to  preach 
at  the. service  this  evening, 
said  last  week:  “This  is  where 
the  lobby  groups  from  either 
point  of  view  don’t  help  us.  In 
freezing  the  atmosphere,  they 
prevent  an  honest  and  open 
discussion  of  what  is  happen- 
ing. One  Of  the  uritiwil  things 
we've  got  to  achieve  Is  more 
honesty  and  openness  In  the 
discussion.  It  will  take  longer 
and  longer  the  more  we  go  on 
simply  screaming  at  each.” 

What  has  collapsed  in  the 
1990s  Is  the  comfortable 
doable  standards  by  which 
everyone  knew  there  were 
gay  dergy,  and  so  bishop 
would  dream  of  doing  any- 
thing about  it.  The  system 
rubbed  along  in  a very 
RngHah  fashion  with  a mix- 
ture of  turning  a blind  eye 
and  a lot  of  discretion.  Under 
this  system,  a disproportion- 
ate number  of  gays  were  at- 
tracted to  the  doth  and  have 
served  the  Church  for  the 


most  part  with  unstinting 
dedication.  “Don’t  tell,  wont 
ask”  became  the  unwritten 
rule  in  theological  colleges. 

“Gays  have  been  ordained 
for  hundreds  of  years,”  points 
out  the  Rt  Rev  Walter  Rigfa- 
ter,  the  retired  bishop  of 
Iowa,  Anglican  champion  of 
gay  rights  — after  his  trial  for 
heresy  on  grounds  of  having 
ordained  a practising  homo- 
sexual collapsed  — and  the 
star  attraction  of  the  LGCM’s 
seminars  today. 

But  the  delicate  modus  vi- 
vendi  has  been  destroyed  by 
the  pressure  groups.  An  in- 


creasingly self-confident  gay 
lobby  is  no  longer  satisfied 
with  this  fortive,  grudging 
tolerance  and  that  has  led  to  a 
growing  minority  of  gay 
dergy  who  are  happy  to  tell, 
happy  to  be  asked:  openly  liv- 
ing in  same-sex  relationships 
in  their  parishes.  The  LGCM 
boasts  of  acting  as  an  agency, 
putting  more  than  400  homo- 
sexual and  lesbian  couples  a 
year  in  touch  with  sympa- 
thetic clergy  who  will  under- 
take same-sex  blessings. 

The  bishops  cannot  win. 
They  have  a theological  posi- 
tion in  the  House  of  Bishops’ 


Issues  in  Sexuality,  which 
bans  practising  homosexual- 
ity among  priests  and  same- 
sex  blessings,  but  they  can- 
not enforce  it  without  a witch- 
hunt. They  end  up  pro- 
nouncing platitudes  about  the 
need  to  combat  homophobia 
— which  without  the  whole- 
hearted support  of  lesbians 
and  gays  is  unrealistic  — and 
the  need  for  more  debate,  a 
disingenuous  point  since  they 
have  refused  repeatedly  to 
bring  Issnes  in  Sexuality 
before  the  General  Synod. 

For  the  LGCM  two  battles 
beyond  today's  event  are  al- 


ready looming.  Next  year, 
there  is  a real  chance  that  a 
private  member's  motion  in 
Synod  will  finally  achieve 
what  the  bishops  have  been 
blocking  and  get  homosexual- 
ity on  to  the  agenda.  Beyond 
that  lies  the  worldwide  Angli- 
can Communion's  Lambeth 
Conference  of  1998  where 
American.  Canadian,  New 
Zealand  and  Australian  bish- 
ops will  be  pressing  Dr  Carey 
to  explain  why  England  is 
trailing  behind  them. 

Hoad  to  Hoad, 

The  Wook,  poa*  1 8 


O TWenty-five  years  after  Magnus  Magnusson 
started,  the  BBC  has  ordered  him  to  finish. 
The  question  we’re  all  asking  now  is:  How 
did  it  survive  so  long? 

Simon  Hattensfone  on  the  demise  of  Mastermind 
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ONE  OF  THE  FEW  THINGS  older  chan  Jack  Daniel’s  in 
the  state  of  Tennessee  is  the  state  of  Tennessee.  S 

At  Jack  Daniel  Distillery,  we  re  proud  to  celebrate  H 

Tennessee’s  Bicentennial  this  year.  For  it  wasn’t  long  ® 

after  being  granted  statehood  that  Tennessee  became  Sg 
known  as  the  home  of  Ml  Jack  Daniel  and  his  rfmm 

charcoal-mellowed  whiskey.  (We  still  use  his  method  UjiM 
today.)  Our  great  state  has  seen  many  changes  in  the 
past  200  years.  But  if  you’re  a whiskey  drinker,  we  |Rj|3 
think  you’ll  be  glad  Jack  Daniel’s  isn’t  one  of  them. 

TACK  DANIEL’S  TENNESSEE  WHISKEY  <Ss| 


4 BRITAIN 

Irony 

strikes 

as  Blair 

meets 

French 

leaders 


Michael  White 

reports  from  Paris 

TONY  Blair  yesterday 
warned  President 
Chirac  of  France  that  an 
incoming  Labour  government 
might  not  be  able  to  join  the 
first  wave  of  a European 
single  currency  even  if  it 
wants  to  — because  of  the 
level  of  public  debt  it  may  in- 
herit next  year. 

Mr  Blair  repeatedly  con- 
trasted his  enthusiasm  for  “a 
fresh  start  to  oar  relations 
with  Europe”  with  the  diffi- 
culties facing  a single  cur- 
rency. “The  option  to  join  is 
not  closed  off,  hut  I do  not 
hide  it  There  are  difficul- 
ties," be  t(dd  Mr  Chirac  at  the 
Elysee  Palace. 

He  expanded  his  theme  dur- , 
ing  a lunch  with  business- , 
men;  “We  have  made  it  clear 
fhaf  in  principle  we  can  see 
advantages  in  Gavour  of  a : 
single  currency  — stability  in 
exchange  rates  and  lower  in- 
terest rates  — and  we  have  , 
aisn  made  it  dear  that  unlike 
the  Conservatives,  there  is  no  I 
Insuperable  constitutional  or 
political  objection  to  It"  I 
But  he  hammered  away  at ! 
the  formula  agreed  with  key  1 
shadow  cabinet  colleagues 
that  Britain’s  decision  would 
be  based  on  national  economic 
interests  at  the  time  if  he  wins 
power  next  spring,  and  that 
there  will  have  to  be  -genuine 
and  sustainable  convergence : 
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Libbems 


IK 


EwwnMacAeMfVCtitef 
PoBUcal  Cortr— pondnt 


Allegations  of 

sleaze  over  a Liberal 
Democrat  £195  lunch 
invitation  to  busi- 
nessmen may  be  referred  to 

the  Nolan  committee  on  stan- 
dards In  public  life. 

. The  row  centres  on  a letter 

sent  out  by  the  Liberal  Demo- 
crats in  July  offering  busi- 
nessmen the  chance  to  meet 
local  councillors  over  lunch 
at  the  party  conference  In 
Brighton  in  September. 

The  party  strenuously  de- 
nied that  this  could  in  any 
way  be  seen  as  an  offer  of 
rash  for  contracts,  bat  added: 
“If  there  is  any  residual  doubt 
or  suspicion,  we  are  happy  to 
submit  the  letter  to  Lord 
Nolan  and  to  abide  by  his 
judgment.'1 

A spokesman  fibr  the  Nolan 
committee  said  it  did  not  in- 
vestigate specific  allegations 
but  it  could  look  at  this  in  a 
general  way  as  part  of  its 
present  inquiry  into  local 
government 

He  added  that  It  was  not 
clear  if  these  allegations  fell 
under  the  heading  of  local 
government  or  party  funding, 
and  there  were  no  plans  to  in- 
vestigate the  latter  this  side  of 
a general  election. 

The  Prime  Minister  led 
Tory  calls  for  an  investiga- 
tion, and  suggested  Lord 
Nolan. 

Paddy  Ashdown,  the  Lib- 
eral Democrat  leader,  said  the 
lunch  Invitation  was  '.‘a  per- 
fectly normal  thing  to  do.  Chi 


Tony  Blair  daring  his  meeting  with  the  French  president.  Jacques  Chirac,  at  the  Elysee  Palace  in  Paris  yesterday 


in  the  way  [Europe’s]  econo- 
mies perform"  if  the  project  is 
not  to  aid  in  disaster. 


f:nn  tt,  7-rr: f 


Blair’s  conviction  that  the 
Cabinet  has  made  a strategic 
error  in  deciding  last  week  to 
fight  what  Labour  believes 
will  be  a no-wln  battle  over 
the  European  Union’s  direc- 
tive on  the  48  hour  week 
which  — President  Chirac  is 
said  to  have  told  Mr  Blair  — 
will  not  be  resolved  Britain's 
way  in  the  months  ahead.  If 
Labour  can  focus  the  election 
campaign  on  “Europe,  in  or 
out”  Mr  Blair  believes  he  can 
win  on  this  issue. 


The  irony  of  yesterday's  ex- 
changes was  not  lost  on  either 
side  as  Mr  Blair  and  the 


shadow  foreign  secretary. 
Robin  Cook,  met  France’s  em 


battled  conservative  prime 
minister  Alain  Juppe,  and 
later  President  Chirac.  The 


French  government  was  yes- 
terday feeing  a series  of  half- 


hearted one-day  strikes  in 
protest  at  its  attempts  to 
squeeze  public  expenditure  in 
a political  culture  still  to  the 
left  of  New  Labour. 

Their  aim  is  to  meet  the 
Maastricht  Treaty's  financial 
criteria  for  joining  the  pro- 
posed single  currency  when  it 
begins.  If  the  timetable  can  be 


met,  in  1999.  John  Major  ar- 
gues that  EU  social  policy  em- 
bodied in  the  Social  Chapter 
is  rendering  Europe  uncom- 
petitive and  Mr  Blair  goes 
some  way  farther  in  that  di- 
rection than  Mr  Jupp6  is  yet 


able  to. 


With  most  EU  states  strug 
g ling  to  balance  the  books  to 


*■ 


t 


meet  the  Maastricht  targets, 
Mr  Blair  and  Mr  Cook 
warned  their  hosts  that  the 
Chancellor,  Kenneth  Clarice’s, 
budget  deficit  — down  from  8 
per  cent  of  gross  domestic 
product  to  nearer  4 per  cent 

Is  unlikely  to  fell  below  the 

required  3 per  cent  target  be- 
fore the  general  election.  * 


U 


the  face  of  It,  1 can’t  see  a 

| problem." 

The  disputed  letter,  written 
by  Michael  Butlln,  business 
coordination  manager  for  the 
Liberal  Democrats,  was  set it 
out  to  thousands  of  arms.  It 
said  the  lunch,  at  the  Metro*, 
pole  Hotel  would  provide  “a 
buffet-style  environment  to 
which  100-plus  leaders  of 
councils  can  meet  with  the! 
business  community.  These 
councillors  all  control  a coun- 
cll;  stately  or  with  the  assis- 
tance of  another  patty. 

“The  cost  of  attending  the 
lunch  is  £195  for  each 
attendee.”  . ■ 

The  letter  stressed  the 
amount  or  casta  councils 
spend  each  year,  and  added; 
“This  working  lunch  will  pro- 
vide an  excellent  cost- 
effective  method  to  open  . Ini- 
tial discussions  on  any 
subject  whatever  the  size  of 
the  organisation.” 

A Liberal  Democrat  spokes- 
man yesterday  denied  It  bad 
been  a £196  lunch.  That  figure 
had  been  to  cover  the  cost  of 
registering  for  the  whole  con- 
ference. and  included  such 
things  as  use  of  phones,  fexes 
and  computers.  . . 

He  said  it  was  preposterous 

to  believe  that  you  could  Ox 
up  contracts  over  lunch.  Cat- 
tracts  were  awarded  to  the 
lowest  bidder.  It  had  all  been 
completely  open. 

John  Major  said:  “Liberal 
Democrats  have  said  repeat- 
edly when  these  matters  have 
arisen  that  they  should  be  in- 
dependently examined. 

“I  hope  on  this  occasion 
they  will  do  that” 


Media  rounds  Scott  goes  on 
up  the  ■isuai  the  wagon  as  he 
suspects  in  fights  to  save 

backstabbing  political  career 
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Emn  MacasWU,  Chief 
Political  Correspondent 

LABOUR  is  threatening  dis- 
ciplinary action  against 
an  MP  who  wrote  a caustic 
anonymous  article  about 
Tony  Blair  — if  he  can  be 
identified. 

A search  for  the  MP-  was 
under  way  yesterday  by  both 
the  party  and  political  jour- 
nalists. A Labour  source  said 
that  if  caught  the  MP  would 
face  loss  of  the  whip. 

Different  suspects  emerged 
during  the  day  pursued  by 
journalists,  only  to  be 
dropped  after  pleading  inno- 
cent The  usual  dissidents 
were  cornered,  such  as  Brian 
Sedgemore  (Hackney  South  & 
Shoreditch),  who  made  per- 
sonal comments  about  Mr 
Blair  in  a book  last  year,  but 
said  he  would  have  signed  the 
article  if  he  had  written  it 
There  was  speculation  that 
the  author  was  the  former 
shadow  defence  secretary 
Derail  Davies,  but  he  also 
said  he  would  have  signed 
any  piece  he  had  written. 

Andrew  MacKinlay  (Thur- 
rock), a more  recent  maver- 
ick, said  when  contacted: 
“Not  me,  guv.  My  finger- 
prints are  not  cm  it” 

The  anonymous  MP  sug- 
gested in  Tribune  that  soon 
after  the  election  Mr  Blair 
would  be  replaced  by  the 
shadow  foreign  secretary, 
Robin  Cook,  in  a coup  by  a 
coalition  of  dissident  MPs. 

Tribune's  editor,  Mark  Sed- 
don,  protected  the  confidenti- 
ality of  the  author  yesterday, 
but  denied  a newspaper’s  sug- 
gestion that  Tribune  bad  said 
it  was  a former  member  of  the 
government,  which  would 
have  narrowed  the  search. 

Labour  said  that  whoever 
wrote  the  article  was  woefully 
out  of  date.  The  present  rules 
made  It  nearly  impossible  to 
change  a leader. 


Rebecca  Smlthers 
PoBHcal  Correspondent 

THE  embattled  Tory  MP 
I and  former  minister.  Sir 
Nicholas  Scott,  has  decided  to 
become  “absolutely  teetotal”, 
as  he  feces  the  threat  of  dese- 
lection by  his  local  party  in 
two  weeks’  time. 

His  decision  to  give  up  alco- 
hol completely  is  an  attempt 
to  lay  the  ghost  of  a series  of 
drink-related  problems,  in  a 
last-ditch  effort  to  persuade 
members  of  his  Kensington 
and  Chelsea  constituency 
association  to  retain  him  as 
their  MP  at  a crunch  meeting 
on  December  2. 

In  an  interview  published 
in  the  Guardian  today,  63- 
year -old  Sir  Nicholas  also 
complains  of  the  “grossly  un- 
fair" treatment  he  received  at 
the  hands  of  the  press  at  last 
month’s  Conservative  Party 
conference,  when  he  was 
found  lying  facedown  in  the 
, gutter  after  drinking  two 
glasses  of  wine. 

The  embarrassing  incident  I 
triggered  an  emergency  meet- 1 
ing  of  his  local  party  earlier 
this  month,  at  which  senior  | 
party  officials  refused  to  back  | 
him  as  their  candidate. 

Sir  Nicholas  also  admits  in  1 
the  interview  that  he  has  no  | 
idea  what  he  will  do  if  he  is  I 
deselected  at  the  meeting  of 
the  wider  party  membership 
next  month.  It  is  being  held  at  i 
Kensington  town  hall  — in  It- 
self bad  news  for  Sir  Nicholas 
as  it  is  in  a part  of  his  constit- 1 
uency  which  is  home  to  many 
ofhls  fiercest  opponents. 

The  former  minister  for  the 
disabled  and  for  Northern  Ire- 
land, insists  that  his  fell  last 
month  was  caused  by  the 

reaction  of  strong  painkillers 
with  the  wine  he  drank  at  an 
Irish  Embassy  reception. 

Joanna  Cotea  interview 
The  Week,  peg*  1 6 
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Get  the  facts  about  HRT 

Any  woman  approaching  or  management  • the  need  for 
going  through  the  menopause  regular  screening  and  health 
today  has  the  option  of  checks  • and  more  besides! 
taking  HRT  - the  biggest  Understanding  HRT  and  the 

(and  most  controversial)  Menopause  gives  women  the 
issue  in  women’s  health  opportunity  to  take  control 
since  the  advent  of  the  Pill,  at  a challenging  time  in 
Understanding  HRT  and  the  their  lives  and  make  a 
Menopause  arms  you  with  truly  informed,  responsible 
pie  essential  facts  to  decide  decision  about  their  health, 
if  it’s  right  for  you.  Why  don’t  you  invest  in  a 

This  invaluable  guide  from  copy  today? 

Which  ? will  help  you  weigh  Understanding  HRT  and 
up  for  yourself  the  pros  and  the  Menopause  costs  just 
cons  of  hormone  replacement  £9.99  (P&P  FREE).  To 
therapy.  Honest,  reliable,  order,  send  your  name  and 
informative  and  highly  address,  the  book  title  and 
readable,  It  looks  at  many  your  payment  (cheque  ™irl» 
vital  issues,  including:  payable  to  Which?  Ltd  or 
• symptoms  and  signs  of  the  credit  card  number  with 
menopause  • managing  the  expiry  date)  to.-  Which?,  PO 
menopause  with  or  without  Box  89,  Dept  SP104, 
• breast  cancer  and  Hertford,  SG14  1TB.  Orders 
the  links  between  cancer  are  normally  despatched 
and  hormone  treatment  within  14  days  of  receipt, 
•osteoporosis*  the  importance  Full  refund  if 
of  diet,  exercise  and  stress  not  satisfied. 


FREE  - £1000  WORTH  OF  SOFTWARE 
WITH  ALL  PACKARD  BELL  PCs 


MtetosSoftMnrw 

ac* 

WMwnJ 

nmcrosaWWorks, 

HFASoccmrSNBL 


Wert«  naSoeortt 


.*1  Padauti  Bell  whs  1 

•OaSteMrtPQrttnr 
raw ME 
•Mb  EGO  SAM. 
e«bheddte.;  - >4 
•S-flpead  Vfl 

CD-ROM  drive.  V 
WtofftfOEl  ...\ 


Packard  BeB  mmd 
•QSMtelNftHfcnr 


•KMbEOORAM 
• 12Gb  t—d  dfa>. 
•SvpaadcneoMMN 
•aMte*  madam. 
•0—  tucft  —n  iwm 
tunm. 


3$  Packard  Bed  90ms  pool 


• 


ttetehdPMWlWC-K 
•Mb  EDO  RAM  y 

•laQbhMteiML  ^ 

•64PHdCl>aOM(Mw^sfll 
.•SKStapamoftm.  TSJMK. 

e One-ouch  onh-  ' Vei 

‘ *0— bwttn*.  m2 

Was  £1689. 


O?  RsdomlBeD  motemso, 
•HMtekMRniinr 


•mb  EDO  RAM. 

-•ZOGbtadOfc* 
eSepccd  CD-ROM  drive 
eSUtee  madam. 

•One  touch  MtyeccML 


MJ599a 


•••'  > 73 r ••-■a 


i>  Ml 

!■*  '4 
r 


•ra.  . :if!  * *■:. 

> '*y 

v^j;  Ci 


F*|J 


s 


$APC 


& 


rarfl* 


■:* 


di 


-tr*-— *■ 


WORLD  HEWS  5 


Every.Gallic  government  needs 
an  intellectual  on  its  side  and 
the  country’s  first  culture 
minister,  Andre  Malraux,  whose 
remains  are  to  be  reburied  next 
weekend,  is  President  Chirac’s 
choice.  Alex  Duval  Smith  in 
Paris  reports  on  how  the  life  of  a 
heroin-addicted,  philandering 
bisexual  is  being  exhumed  and 
edited  beyond  credulity 


Gte41e  Pr^xri.  <»bcr»e>,  mfam,  th. 


i postage  stamp  which  forms  part  of  the  campaign 


French  cultural  icon  gets  makeover 


A S Europe  prepares  to 
g % see  out  the  milleu- 
nirnn,  the  Jin  de  stecle 
“ Hcod  offered  to 
French  youth  is  a dead  min- 
ister, pictured  in  mono- 
chrome on  street  corners 
and  3 franc  postage  stamps. 

The  ashes  of  Andrb 
Malraux.  who  died  in  1976, 
will  be  placed  in  the  Pan- 
theon memorial  in  Paris 
next  Saturday.  The  entire 
French  government  will  be 
there,  with  writers  includ- 
ing Mario  Vargas  XAosa, 
Saul  Bellow,  Vaclav  Havel 
and  V.  S.  NalpauL 
The  author  of  La  Condi- 
tion Humaine  and  founder 
of  the  French  culture  min- 
istry has  been  reinvented 
in  a publicity  campaign  to 
rival  most  pop  promotions. 

Parisian  commuters  on 
M6tro  platforms  caw  watch 
Malraux’s  life  story  on  tele- 
vision screens. 

Squares,  streets  and 
schools  are  to  be  named 
after  him.  Even  Sarajevo 
now  an  Andit  Malraux 
cultural  centre.  But  then  it 


was  Malraux  who.  to  1959. 
convinced  General . de 
Gaulle  that  wars  would  in 
future  be  won  through  the 
arts,  and  that  “every  nhiid 
In  France  has  as  much  right 
to  paintings,  theatre  awrf 
cinema  as  to  the  alphabet”. 

De  Gaulle  called  Malraux 
his  ami  ginial  (genius 
friend).  Since  every  self- 
respecting  French  govern- 


nmiHo  to  find  a picture  in 

which  . Malraux  was  not 
smoking.  So  it  copied  a 1935 
Gisfcle  Freund  photograph 
and  removed  the  Gitane. 
One  poster,  though,  does 
show  him  with  a cigarette. 

In  the  build-up  to  the 
Gaullist  ceremony  at  the 
Panth€on  — the  18th-cen- 
tury former  church  where 
Leon  Foucault  tried  out  his 


meeting  in  Sarajevo  last 
week  that  Malraux  would 
have  been  “filled  with  soli- 
darity for  the  Bosnian 
tragedy*'. 

According  to  scholars, 
the  real  Malraux  was  true 
to  his  own  ideas,  and  said 
so;  “My  ideas  are  not  to  be 
thought  hut  to  he  lived.**  Be 
was  terrified  of  being  tike 
“all  these  writers  who 


Malraux  said  hewas  terrified  of  being  like  ‘ail  these  writers 
who  share  the  fault  that  they  have  not  killed  anyone* 


meat  needs  an  intellectual 
on  its  side,  the  present 
Gaullist  president.  Jacques 
Chirac,  wants  Malraux’s 
friendship,  too. 

But  the  heroin-addicted, 
philandering  bisexual  who 
was  culture  witnktw  from 
1959  to  1969  has  not  been 
easy  to  reinvent.' 

The  post  office,  eager  to 
comply  with  — often 
flouted  — laws  against 
tobacco  promotion,  was . 


pendulum  — Malranx’s  life 
story  has  been  edited  be- 
yond credulity. 

Among  the  flurry  of 
“open  letters  to  Matranx” 
published  in  the  press,  one 
by  the  rightwing  novelist 
Jean-Edem  Hauler  de- 
scribed Malraux  as  a 
“staunch  anti-socialist" 
who  today  would  be  “anti- 
Maastricht  and  pro-Serb”. 
The  culture  minister,  Phi- 
lippe Douste-Blazy,  told  a 


share  the  fault  that  they 
have  not  killed  anyone”. 

Born  in  1901,  he  was 
haunted  by  death  through- 
out his  life — the  suicides  of 
his  father  and  grandfather, 
the  death  of  a lover  and  two 
of  his  own  children.  Some 
of  his  best  writing  was  in 
funeral  eulogies  and  in  his 
biography  of.  T.  E.  Law- 
rence. Le  Demon  de  L’Ab- 
solu  (The  Demon  of  the 
Absolute). 


After  spending  his  youth 
in  French  Indochina,  pil- 
laging the  temples  of  Ang- 
kor, beheaded  a republican 
air  squadron  in  Spain  even 
before  the  communists 
formed  the  International 
Brigades  in  August  1936. 

But  he  fell  out  with  the 
Friends  of  the  USSR,  and 
did  not  fight  with  the  com- 
munist Resistance.  He  wait- 
ed until  1944  did  he  join  De 
Gaulle's  Alsace-Lorraine 
brigade. 

According  to  the  author 
and  journalist  Jean 
d’Ormesson,  Malraux  be- 
came one  of  De  GanDe's 
most  loyal  advisers:  “He 
was  basically  anti-fascist 
and  managed  always  to 
fight  with  the  force  which 
was  most  effective  against 
the  fascist  threat.” 

To  Mr  D’Ormesson,  he  is 
being  reclaimed  at  an  ideal 
time.  "Malraux  is  about 
fraternity,  involvement, 
justice  and  culture.  In  these 
times  of  intolerance,  he  has 
just  the  vision  young 
French  people  need.” 


" ■ ■ ■*=  am  =oi^==a^B==Haic  — . , 

Telephone  tappers  need 
powerful  connections 


Julian  Bortjer  reports  from  Bucharest 
on  how  the  secret  police  are  fighting  for 
their  future  alongside  the  ex-communists 
as  Romania  holds  its  second^  decisive  . 


OURNALISTS  and  oppo- 
sition politicians  in  Bu- 


W charest  have  became  ac- 
customed to  dicks  and  whirs 
on  their  telephone  lines.  as- 
summg  them  to  be  the  noisy 
hallmark  of  the  Romanian  In- 
telligence Service  (SRI).  . • • 

But  nothing  could  be  far- 
ther from  the  truth,  insists 
Captain  Constantin  Bucur. 
"When  we’re  listening  to  your 
phone  line,  there  Is  no  way 
you  can  tell,"  he  maintains 
proudly. 

But,  he  says,  the  SRI  is 
never  far  away- to  fact,  Capt 
Bucur  — an  intelligence  offi- 
cer turned  whistle-blower  — 
clalms  Romania's  secret 
police  are  just  as  busy  as  tltey 
were  in  the  communist  era, 
when  they  were  called  the 
Securitate. 

To  prove  it,  he  has  pro- 
duced hours  of  tapes  of 
recorded  conversations  be- 
tween opposition  politicians 
and  thafr  colleagues,  friends 
and  family.  Cdpt  Bucur’s  de- 
partment listened  mostly  to 
the  nationalist  Greater  Roma- 
nis Party  (FRM).  The  patri- 
otic captain  was  so  impressed 
by  what  be  overheard  that  be 
defected  to  the  FRM  in  May, 
taking  his  tapes  with  him. 

The  SRI  dismissed  Capt  Bu- 
cur. and  has  threatened  to 
court-martial  him  for  taking 
and  publishing  the  record- 
ings. The  SRTs  director,  Vir- 
gil Magnreanu,  Insists  no  sur- 
veillance is  carried  out' 
without  legal  authority. 

The  parliamentary  speaker. 


Adrian -Nastase,  also  redacts 
the  captain’s  aHegatfonsl  The 
FRM,  he  says,  “have-just 
.found  someone  with  radical 
feelings  to  make  a noise  for 
than*?..  ' . 

_ A recent  parliamentary  en- 
quiry found  that  the  SRI  con- 
ducted 900  authorised  -phone 
taps  in  1996,  80  per  cent  of 
them  on  foreigners.  Mr  Nas- 
tase Insists  the  SRI  Is  under 
strict  parliamentary  -scrutiny, 
but  Capt  Bucur  daims  most 
of  the  surveillance  be  carried 
out,  including  taps  on  opposi- 
tion newspapers,  was  not  for- 
mally authorised  but  ordered 
directly  by  Mr  Magureanu.  .. 

“I  became  convinced  that 
th»g  man  wasnot  working  for 
state  security,  that  he  was 
working  for  personal  and  po- 
litical interests,"  Capt  Bucur 
■aid 

He  joined  the  secret  police 
in  1960  when  it  was  the  cen- 
tral prop  underpinning  the 
dictatorial  regime  of  Nioolae 
Ceausescu.  ■ 

But  although  Ceausescu 
has  been  dead  for  ' almost 
seven  years,  the  spirit  and 
methods  of  the  Securitate 
seem  to  live  on,  locked  to  a 
paranoid  embrace  with 
Romania’s  former  commu- 
nists to  the  Party  for  Social 
Democracy  (PDSR). 

- Now,  however,  the  FDSR 
has  finally  faltered,  losing 
parliamentary  elections  last 

Sunday  to  * centrist  coalition. 
President  Ion  Hiescu  is  ding- 
ing on,,  but  he  will  have  to 
face  a presidential  runoff 


tomorrow  against  a pro- 
reform  challenger.  If  he  loses 
that,  the  old  guard  will  have 
fiaflun. 

Such  a prospect  poses  a 
serious  threat  to.  ' the  SRI. 
which  — nniflrp  communist 
spy  networks  elsewhere  in 
eastern  Europe  — has  yet  to 
undergo  reform  or  scrutiny. 
Two  thirds  of  its  staff  are  — 
like  Capt  Bucur  — former  Se- 
enritate  officers,  and  its  files 
on  the  communist  era  have 
remained  resolutely  dosed. 

Romanians  still  do  not 
know  whether  the  bloody 
events  of  December  1389  were 
a real  revolution  or  a charade 
manipulated  by  a group  of 
communist  plotters. 

More  than  a thousand  civil- 
ians were  shot  by  snipers  dur- 
ing street  protests,  but  none 
of  the  snipers  were  ever  pros- 
ecuted. About  a hundred  sus- 
pected sharpshooters  were 
seized,  but  were  all  released 
two  - days  later  without 
charge,  and  have  since  disap- 
peared. No.  details  of  their 
identity  were:  ever  released 
publicly. 

Capt  Bucur,  who  was  as- 
signed to  an  army  unit  to  De- 
cember 1989,  believes  the  De- 
cember Trillings  were  carried 
out  by  an  elite  armed  group 
acting  on  orders  from  the 
National  Salvation  Front 
(NSF),  a group  of  communist 
party  members,  including  Mr 
Utescn,  which  usurped  power 
and  executed  Ceausescu  and 
his  wife. 

“They  all  have  blood  on 
their  hands,”  said  Capt  Bu- 
cur, although  he  refused  to  go 
into  greater  detaiLHe  warned 
that  the'  secret  police  will  at- 
tempt to  manipulate  the  vote 
tomorrow  to  ensure  Mr 
Hiescu  holds  on  to  his  posi- 
tion. if  tto  president  falls, 
however,  the  truth  behtod.the 
Romanian,  “revolution.’’  may 


Rap  singers 
jailed  for 


anti-police 


lyrics 


Paul  Webster  in  Parts 


A DECISION  to  jail,  two  of 
#%France’ 


’s  best  known  rap- 
pers and  ban  them  from  sing- 
ing for  six  months  because  of 
theto  anti-police-  lyrics  has 
shocked  human  rights  organi- 
sations and  lawyers,  but 
pleased  the  National  Front 
and  most  police  unions. 

Bruno  Lopes,  better  known 
as  Kool  Shen,  and  Didier  Mor- 
ville  (Joey  Starr),  are  to  ap- 
peal against  the  six-month 
jail  term,  with  three  months 
reprieve,  passed  by  a judge  at 
Toulon,  a National  Front 
stronghold.  The  sentence  for: 
“verbal  outrage  against  pub- 
lic authority”  was  the  maxi- 
mum possible.  The  two  were 
also  fined  £6,000  each. 

But  lawyers  said  the  judge 
had  abused  his  powers  by 
banning  public  appearances. 

The  two  accused  are  the 


finally  come  to  the  surface- 


stars  of  NTM  or  Nlque  ta 
Mire  (Fuck  your  Mother) 
whose  last  disc,  Paris  under 
the  Bombs,  sold  200.000 
copies.  One  of  their  concerts 
to  a Toulon  suburb  In  July 
was  outlawed  by  the  Gaullist 
prefect  (governor)  Jean- 
Charies  Marchiani,  who  said 
the  group’s  name  insulted 
women  while  their  lyrics 
threatened  republican  order. 

The  singers,  who  come 
from  a rundown  Paris  sub- 
urb, were  not  in  court,  saying 
they  feared  a mobbing  by 
fans.  But  End  Shen  has  de- 
fended the  group's  came,  say- 
ing it  was  a common  expres- 
sion among  young  people. 

The  offending  rap,  whose 
refrain  promises  to  “piss  on 
the  brainless  police  ma- 
chine", was  published  by  Le 
Monde  yesterday  apparently 
to  solidarity  with  the  group 
and  its  defenders,  who  in- 
clude the  League  of  Human 
Rights  and  lawyers’  unions. 


‘Bugged’  Chubais  faces 
Yeltsin  funding  scandal 


David  Haarst  In  Moscow 


Anatoly  Chubais, 
the  chief  of  Russia’s 
presidential  adminis- 
tration, was  last 
night  embroiled  in  scandal 
after  the  irafc  of  a conversa- 
tion to  which  he  allegedly 
conspired  to  cover  up  mil- 
lions of  dollars  of  illegal  fund- 
ing for  Boris  Yeltsin’s  re-elec- 
tion campaign. 

Within  hours  of  the  publi- 
cation to  a Moscow  news- 
paper of  the  transcript,  Mr 
Yeltsin  cancelled  a planned 
radio  address. 

The  tape  from  which  the 
transcript  was  taken  was 
played  on  a private  radio, 
station.  One  erf  those  impli- 
cated to  the  conversation, 
Sergei  Krasavchpnko,  Mr 
Chubais’s  deputy,  admitted 
one  erf  the  voices  “sounded 
like”  Mr  Chubais  but  claimed 
the  tape  was  a fabrication. 

A presidential  spokesman 
said  Mr  Chubais  had  “cate- 
gorically denied”  that  such  a 


conversation  had  mirpn  p^rp 
But  the  contents  of  the  tape,  if 
verified,  would  be  explosive 
and  could  be  used  to  start  im- 
peachment proceedings 
against  Mr  Yeltsin.  • 

Mr  Chubais,  campaign  co- 
ordinator Viktor  Ilyushin  and 
Mr  Krasavchenko  are  said  to 
discuss  how  they  can  hush  up 
the  arrest  of  two  of  Mr  Chu- 


Federal  Security  Service,  and 
Oleg  Soskovyets.  the  deputy 
premier. 

The  conversation  allegedly 
took  place  in  the  president's 
hotel  and  was  recorded  by 
remote  sensors  on  June  22, 
just  before  the  second  round 
of  the  presidential  election. 

Mr  Ilyushin  is  quoted  to  the 
transcript  as  recounting  a 


‘If  the  transcript  is  genuine  then  it  may 
undermine  the  constitutional  order* 


bals’s  campaign  workers  who 
had  been  stopped  two  days 
earlier  taking  $538,000  in  cash 
out  of  Russia’s  White  House. 

The  arrest  and  subsequent 
release  of  Arcady  Yevstaviev 
and  Sergei  Lisovsky  on  June 
19-20  led  to  a row  between  Mr 
Chubais  and  General  Alexan- 
der Korzhakov,  then  head  of 
toe  presidential  bodyguard, 
which  ended  with  the  dis- 
missal of  Gen  Korzhakov,  Mik- 
hail Barsukov,  the  bead  of  the 


conversation  he  had  with  Mr 
Yeltsin  about  the  dangers  of 
funding  his  campaign  with 
cash. 

“I  told  the  boss  when  I 
spoke  with  him  yesterday.  I 
told  him:  'Boris  Nikolayevich, 
now,  if  you  want,  you  can  ar- 
rest near  the  president's  hotel 
at  least  15  or  20  people  who 
are  carrying  from  our  build- 
ing sports  bags  with  money.’ 
He  was  sitting  with  a stoney 
face.” 


At  one  point  Mr  Chubais  is 
said  to  discuss  the  possibility 
of  smuggling  Mr  Yevstaviev 
and  Mr  Lisovsky  out  of  Rus- 
sia to  the  car  of  cellist  and 
presidential  supporter  Msti- 
slav Rostropovich. 

It  was  assumed  yesterday 
that  the  conversation  had 
been  bugged  by  Gen  Korzha- 
kov’s men  and  released  to  dis- 
credit Mr  Chubais. 

Sergei  Baburin,  deputy 
Speaker  in  the  Duma,  said 
that  if  the  transcript  is  genu- 
ine then  the  scandal  “may 
undermine  the  entire  consti- 
tutional order”.  The  Speaker, 
Gennady  Seleznyov,  said  it 
shows  how  much  “everything 

here  is  fragile  and  corrupt”. 

• Tension  was  high  in  the 
Belarussian  capital.  Minsk, 
last  night,  as  opposition  depu- 
ties claimed  President  Alex- 
ander Lukashenko  was  stag- 
ing a state  coup.  Troops 
surrounded  the  central  elec- 
tion commission  after  throw- 
ing out  its  chairman  days  be- 
fore a referendum  is  due  on 
Increased  presidential  power. 


Castro  keeps  the  Pope  waiting 


John  Hooper  In  Romo 


Fidel  castro  again 
failed  to  show  up  at  the 
World  Food  Summit  yes- 
terday, prompting  specula- 
tion about  the  reasons  for  his 
absence. 

The  Cuban  leader  bad  been 
due  to  address  the  conference 
yesterday  afternoon,  and  was 
expected  to  bold  an  historic 
reconciliation  with  the  Pope 
during  his  stay  in  Rome. 


But  yesterday  the  Vatican’s 
spokesman  claimed  the 
Pope’s  secretariat  had  still 
not  received  a request  for  an 
audience  — and  a Cuban  dip- 
lomat said  the  island's  leader 
would  “perhaps”  arrive 
today. 

Christine  Graves,  a spokes- 
woman for  the  Food  and  Agri- 
culture Organisation,  the 
Rome-based  United  Nations 
agency  which  is  staging  the 
summit,  said  the  Cuban  au- 
thorities had  blamed  their 


leader’s  absence  on  bad 
weather  which  has  struck  the 
island  in  recent  days.  leaving 
thousands  homeless. 

However,  at  least  three 
commercial  flights  left  the 
island  early  yesterday.  And  at 
Rome’s  Fiumlcino  airport  an 
official  said  weather  condi- 
tions over  Cuba  were  “such 
as  to  delay  a flight,  but  not  to 
force  it  to  be  cancelled”. 

It  meanwhile  emerged  that 
the  Archbishop  of  Havana, 
Monsignor  Jaime  Ortega,  had 


returned  to  Cuba  from  the 
Vatican  last  Monday.  He 
could  have  been  expected  to 
be  present  at  an  audience 
with  the  Pope,  and  his  pres- 
ence to  Rome  was  one  reason 
for  speculation  that  a meeting 
had  been  fixed. 

Vatican  sources  said  It 
would  be  difficult  to  arrange 
any  meeting  until  Monday. 
The  pontiff  has  a full  agenda 
today  and  has  only  once  been 
known  to  grant  an  audience 
on  a Sunday. 
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Feeding  looters  may 
be  key  to  Zaire  peace 


Dole  Otoletfe  in  Kfannsani 


A MAN  oT  God  seized  a 
microphone  and 
yelled  into  the  dark- 
ness of  the  pre-dawn 
hours,  calling  for  help  to  fend 
off  looters  trying  to  break  into 
the  Catholic  compound. 

In  this  town  of  more  than 
350.000,  a few  hundred  people 
responded  to  the  priest’s  cry 
— and  for  once  they  suc- 
ceeded In  driving  off  maraud- 
ing soldiers  from  their  own 
army.  But  only  for  once. 

An  army  in  disarray  is  de- 
livering the  final  blows  to  this 
prostrate  frontier  town  deep 
in  the  Zairean  rainforest  Or- 
gies of  looting,  wild  gun- 
battles  between  units  of  the 
same  army,  random  killings 
and  a desperate  shortage  of 
food  have  besieged  the  city. 

The  fall  of  Goma  and  other 
eastern  towns  to  Zairean 
rebels  appears  to  have  set  off 
a domino  effect  which  is  now 
being  felt  in  the  vast  hinter- 
land nr  this  unwieldy  country. 
In  addition  to  more  than  l 
mill  Inn  Rwandan  Hutu  refu- 
gees dispersed  about  eastern 
Zaire,  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  Zaireans  are  believed  to 
have  been  displaced  by  the 
fighting. 

Terrorised  by  the  retreat- 
ing army,  almost  all  villages 
and  towns  along  the  375  miles 


of  rotted  highway  between  Ki- 
sangani and  Goma  are 
reported  to  have  emptied.  Vil- 
lagers have  fled  into  the  for- 
est and  are  slowly  making 
their  way  towards  Kisangani 

Stragglers  arriving  in 
bands  of  tens  and  twenties 
say  they  left  dying  relatives 
by  the  roadside.  Aid  workers 
and  diplomats  struggling  to 
reach  the  displaced  say  the 
road  to  Goma  is  ruled  by  sol- 
diers  - turned-bandits,  and  lit- 
tered with  vehicles  Left  by  the 
defeated  army  of  President 
Mobutu  Sese  Seko  as  it  fled 
westward  into  the  Zairean 

hinterland 

A French  diplomat  is  work- 
ing with  local  army  com- 
manders and  surviving 
businesses  to  send  a convoy 
of  food,  fuel  and  supplies 
down  this  road.  The  aim  is  to 
satisfy  the  looting  lust  of  the 
soldiers,  perhaps  luring  them 
back  into  Kisangani  from 
where  — with  any  luck  — 
they  can  be  reassembled. 

After  that,  relief  workers 
would  secure  relatively  safe 
access  to  the  displaced  Zair- 
eans as  well  as  the  Rwandan 
refugees  who  ran  from  the 
victorious  rebels  and  are  now 
believed  to  be  scattered  to  the 
west  of  Goma  near  the  towns 
of  Masisi  and  Walikale. 

The  policy  has  the  backing 
of  some  locals,  including  Mo- 
keni  Ekopi  Raymond,  who 


chairs  the  cham- 

ber of  commerce  and  is  a lead- 
ing organiser  of  the  proposed 
convoy.  He  has  sought  to  pre- 
vent looting  by  distributing 
free  food  to  the  soldiers  and 
has  been  on  air  to  appeal  for 
calm 

“The  feet  is  that  you  have 
all  these  soldiers  coming  In 
and  they  need  food,  too."  said 
Jerry  Selenke.  an  American 
Catholic  priest  who  runs  lo- 
gistics operations  for  local 
churches  and  aid  agencies.  “If 
you  don’t  feed  them,  all  hell  is 
going  to  break  loose." 

This  is  toe  dangerous  and 
unstable  environment  into 
which  foreign  troops  will 
shortly  plunge.  The  multina- 
tional intervention  force  will 
finri  that  all  order  has  broken 
down,  that  no  effective  gov- 
ernment exists,  that  large 
population  shifts  have  dislo- 
cated communities,  and  that 
heavily  armed  militias  and  a 
disintegrating  army  have  cre- 
ated incredible  chaos. 

“The  convoy  is  for  toe  loot- 
ers. to  get  them  ont  of  the 
I way,"  said  a senior  French 
diplomat.  “We  give  them 
food.  We  give  them  petrol  so 
i they  can  come  here  to  sell  the 
cars  they  have  stolen,  which 
gives  a chance  for  them  to  be 
sent  back  to  toe  camp.  After 
they  are  out  of  Che  way,  then 
we  take  in  the  supplies  to  the 
population.”  — Newsday. 
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A boy  looks  at  the  bodies  of  two  relatives  killed  by  Zairean  rebels  at  the  Mttgunga  camp  in  eastern  Zaire 
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Press  savaging 
riles  Mandela 


News  in  brief 


UN  rapporteur  warns 
Israel  on  torture 


David  Beresfbrd 
in  Johannesburg 


Relations  between  the 
South  African  press  and 
Nelson  Mandela  nose- 
dived yesterday  when  one  of 
the  country’s  biggest  news- 
papers denounced  him  for 
"smearing"  black  journalists. 

The  Johannesburg  Star 
accused  the  president  of 
“tainting  both  himuglf  and 
, the  country"  and  of  being  un- 
i balanced  and  ridiculous. 

| The  editorial  was  written  in 
response  to  a speech  made  by 
l Mr  Mandela  on  Wednesday  in 
| which  he  said  the  “white-con- 
trolled conservative  media” 
were  co-opting  senior  black 
journalists  to  attack  fellow 
blacks  in  the  African 
National  Congress  to  avoid 
racism  charges. 

The  Star's  black  political  | 
editor,  Kaiser  Nyatsumba. ! 
has  criticised  his  “auto- 
cratic" leadership  and  said  in 
a radio  broadcast  that  it  may 
be  due  to  “growing  senility". 

South  Africa's  biggest  black 
newspaper,  City  Press  — 
owned  by  an  Afrikaans  pub- 
lishing bouse — has  criticised 
Mr  Mandela  for  taking  his 
conciliatory  approach  to 
rightwing  whites  too  Car. 

But  the  president’s  anger 
was  seemingly  triggered  by  a 
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A1  Burglar  Alarm  System  AJ600 

With  4 zone  control  panel,  2 passive  Infra-fed 
detectors,  2 surface  magnetic  contacts,  external 
bell  box  and  siren,  50m  cable  and  fittings. 
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and  windows. 
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Lock 
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Yale  Patio 
Door  Lode 
P114W 

Suitable  tor 
most  sliding 
doors.  Push 
bolt  to  lock. 
Was  £12.49 


sensational  report  in  The  Star 
on  Monday,  written  by  a 
blade  staffer,  which  suggested 
the  president  had  withdrawn 
hJs  endorsement  of  the  dep- 
uty president,  Thabo  Mbeki, 
as  his  successor. 

The  report  was  based  on  an 
interview  given  by  Mr  Man- 
dela to  foreign  journalists  last 
Friday  in  which  he  answered 
questions  about  the  succession 
with  the  formulaic  reply  that . 
the  presidency  was  not  in  his 
aft  and  would  he  decided  at 
die  ANCs  congress  in  Decem- 
ber next  year.  If  it  chose  Mr 
Mbeki,  he  would  support  it 
But  on  Monday  The  Star 
reported  that  Mr  Mandela 
warned  a weekend  meeting  of  | 
the  ANC’s  national  executive  i 
that  this  Mbeki  “bombshell" 
was  about  to  break.  The  paper  | 
quoted  a "senior  source"  in  I 
the  executive  as  saying  tbe , 
leadership  was  “stunned”  by 
tbe  announcement,  which 
was  taken  to  mean  “the  race 
is  on"  for  the  presidency.  The 
ANC  denied  the  report 
Most  observers  believe  it 
was  exaggerated.  But  torn®  is 
growing  suspicion  that  the 
two  have  fallen  out  over  who 
will  succeed  Mr  Mbeki  as  dep- 
uty. He  wants  a personal  ally, 
the  Natal  ANC  leader,  Jacob 
Zuma.  to  fill  the  post  Mr 
Mandela  is  believed  to  want  a 
more  independent  figure. 


A LEADING  member  of  the  United  Nations  anti-torture  body 
yesterday  criticised  an  Israeli  court  decision  allowing  police  to 
use  physical  force  against  a Palestinian  detainee,  saying  it 
risked  sanctioning  torture. 

Israel’s  high  court  on  Thursday  overturned  an  interim  court 

order  forbidding  the  Shin  Bet  secret  police  from  using  physical 
force  againsta  Palestinian  detainee. 

Israeli  media  reports  said  the  detainee  was  a member  of  tbe 
militant  Islamic  Jihad  group  and  had  information  about 
attacks  planned  against  Israeli  targets. 

Peter  Bums,  a Canadian  senior  member  of  the  UN  human 
ri^its  body’s  torture  committee  and  its  rapporteur  for  Israel, 
said:  “It  Is  particularly  disappointing  that  such  a civilised 
society  as  Israel  should  feel  the  need  to  resort  to  such  measures 
even  in  the  face  of  imminent  danger."  — Reuter.  Geneva. 


Indian  Maoists  kill"l'4 


MAOIST  revc^utionaries  blew  up  a police  station  in  the  south 
Indian  state  of  Andhra  Pradesh  yesterday,  killing  14  people, 
before  escaping  with  rifles  and  ammunition. 

Thirty  fighters  from  toe  banned  People’s  War  group,  which  has 
called  on  landless  peasants  to  rise  up  for  nearly  20  years,  carried 
out  the  raid  in  toe  town  of  Sirpur.  They  shot  the  local  police  chieT 
and  engaged  poli«  man  hour-long  shoot-out  before  dynamiting 
toe  station.  Thirteen  police  and  a prisoner  in  toe  cells  were  kffled. 

The  group  murdered  64  police,  landowners  and  liquor  vendors 
in  thefirst  six  months  of  toe  year,  police  said. — Siaanne  Golden- 
berg.  New  Delhi. 
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Bosnia  paves  way  for  arms 


Yale  Security  Alarm  System 

With  cordless  detector,  control 
unit,  remote  control  magnetic 
contact  defector,  siren,  cordless 
MR  detector  and  20m  of  6 core 


Oxfam 


BOSNIA’S  president.  Alija  Izetbegovic.  yesterday  bowed  to 
United  States  pressure  to  fire  two  senior  drtence  officials,  includ- 
ing one  wito  strong  ties  to  Iran,  clearing  the  way  for  delivery  of  a 
huge  shipment  rfUS  arms,  a US  envoy  said. 

"President  Izetbegovic  informed  us  Ihe  would]  remove  Deputy 
Minister  Hasan  Cengic  and  Minister  Vladimir  Soljic  from  office," 
the  us  special  envoy,  James  Pardew,  said. 

Meanwhile,  the  Croatian  president.  Franjo  TudJman,  was 
reported  to  be  seriously  fll  with  cancer.  He  was  admitted  to  a 
Washington  hospital  for  treatment,  CNN  ^lid  yesterday,  citing 
US  government  sources. — Reuter.  Sarajevo  and  Washington. 
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Save  lives  in 
Central  Africa 


Shipping  tycoon  leads  ballot 


Uni-Com 
Security 
Personal  Alarm 

Compact  alarm 


Up  to  one  million  people  in  Eastern 
Zaire  are  dying  from  starvation  and 


THE  shipping  tycoon  Tung  Chee-hwa  vying  to  take  over  as  leader 
when  Hong  Knag  reverts  to  Chinese  rule  next  year  opened  np  a 
commanding  lead  in  ihe  first  stage  cf  balloting  yesterday. 

Three  contenders  won  toe  50  votes  needed  to  go  through  to  the 

second  ballot  next  month,  but  Mr  Tung  polled  206  votes  in  the  400- 
member  committee  set  op  by  China,  The  former  chief  justice  Ti 

Liang  Yang  won  82  votes,  and  the  businessman  Peter  Woo  won 

54.  — Reuter,  Hong  Kong. 
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Pofycen 
Automatic 
Light  Sensor 

Turns  light  on  at 
dusk  and  off 
at  dawn. 

Was  £12*49 


£11 


£7 


w Zaire  are  dying  from  starvation  and 
disease.  Some  refugees  have  been  able 
to  flee  into  Rwanda,  Burundi,  Uganda, 
and  Tanzania.  Oxfiam  can  help  them. 


Swiss  girl  killed  by  bomb 
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EARNTESCO 
CUUBCARD  POINTS 
AT  B&Q  NOW! 

Pick  up  a leaflet  In  store. 


We  are  providing  clean  water  for 
thousands  of  those  who  have  escaped 
the  turmoil.  You  can  help  us  to  save 
more  lives. 


A 18-year-old  Swiss  girl  was  killed  yesterday  and  her  mother 
ScVeitJv  injured  when  a parcel  hnmh  top  girl  found  In  rttfirpwif. 
box  exploded  In  their  home  in  Buchs,  on  toe  Austrian  border, 
police  said. 

Anotherbomb  exploded  the  same  afternoon  in  a grocer's  shop 
to  Flaws,  about  SO  miles  from  Buchs. 

PoEce  ha  toe  northern  canton  ofSt  Gall,  who  are  not  treating 
toe  blasts  as  linked,  said:  “Nothing  is  known  yet  about  toe 
perpetrators  ortheir  motive.”  —.Rader.  Zurich. 
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We  are  doing  everything  possible,  but  we 
need  extra  funds  now  to  respond  as  this 
crisis  unfolds. 
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1 Central  Africa.  Here  Is  my  donation  oft  I 

I £25  □ £50  □ £100  □ £250  □ £ I 


(SO  TALK  CAN  BE  CHEAP) 


Sour*  'NattaHe  Oaances  Recoded  by  The  Rosce,’  tee  Home  Office,  June  1996.  Prices  and  oSets  may  vay  at  B&Q  Warehouses  end  BftQ  Depots. 
Stoat  town  ore  opprodmota.  Offws  subiaet  to  avqNobny.  please  TUxsno  to  check  bekxs  Vanning. 


I Postcode  | 

| Pfttse  send  to:  CWom,  Roam  BA07,  FREBtoST,  Oxford  0X2  7BR-  | 

I&rfisrn  Untied  Wnpfcra  and  trottnd  is 
a manswr  of  (Warn  mmttaaL 
r«im  o»arn>amMa 


A wring  of  j£3. 19  on  4 10  minute  call  to  India  is  certainly 
worth  talking  about.  And  the  fact  we're  stiS  2096  in  3994  cheaper 
than  BT  on  international  calk, is  a real  conversation  point. 

For  details  Freed  11  0500  500  366.  nonn 


ImXSt, AM  : 

tlM7=0  ".l‘.C.0GM  i. 


Mercury  SmartCall 

Ytou  dcxrr  fuwe  to  be  agenkis  casee  fiowmuefi  yovVsave. 
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Oliver  Anderson 
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Stirring  things  in  a 
Grantham  teacup 

Roberts  Food  boot  has  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  his  last  SO  years  was  at  Swine 
°f  **  finest  the  Mayor,  the  MP  and  most  <tf  HHL  When  he  published  Rot- 
"MmrRri!!11  fflone  Grantham  184.  the  councillors  arrested  for  ten  Borough  at  the  age  of  2S  he 

TowS  i^°rSf  was  working  ^theNotdng- 


A Radio  pro- 
gramme once 
voted  Grantham 
"Most  Boring 
Town  in  the 
wamtry’-  It  was  not  ever 
flius.  In  1337  the  Grantham 
Journal  carried  the 
"Excitement  in  Grantham” 
though  it  could  as  weU  have 
been  “Storm  in  Teacup".  The 
story  begins  “Grantham  is 
agog-”  The  cause  of  the  excite- 
ment was  a comic  novel  called 
Rotten  Borough  by  an  mithnr 
using  the  pen-name  Julian 
Pine.  “Grantham  thinks  it  rec- 
ognises itself  as  the  ‘Rotten 
Borough',”  wrote  the  Journal. 
“It  thinks  it  recognises  yyne 
of  its  eminent  burghers  in  the 
story  ...  And  finally, 
Grantham  thtnirc  ft  knows 
who  Mr  Julian  Pine  is,  that  he 
is  the  son  of  a parson  in  the 
district.”  There  were  plans  fbr 
an  “Indignation  meeting”  at 
which  a mass  libel  action  1 
against  the  author  would  he  1 
organised. 

The  novel  exposes  in  farct  < 
cal  form  the  corruption  of 
small-town  politics.  Ih  Rotten  I 
Borough  there  is  a big-wig 
called  Colonel  Barlow  who 
had  been  to  Harrow,  in  real 
life  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  a 
Squadron-Leader  who  had 
been  to  Eton.  He  was  also 
Keeper  of  the  Rolls,  Custos 
Rotulorum,  a title  which 
seems  to  contain  an  echo  of 
Rotten  Borough-  Furthermore 
he  was  Personal  Lord-in-Wait- 
ing  to  King  Edward  VUL  In 
short,  he  was  a very  big 
cheese  in  those  pre-war  semi- 
feudal  days.  The  publishers 
panicked,  withdrew  the  book 
(which  had  been  selling  quite 
briskly  tor  a few  weeks),  apol- 
ogised to  the  Mayor  of 
Grantham  and  the  local  MP, 
and  gravelled  to  a number  cf 
what  the  Grantham  Journal 
calls  “other  personages”. 

The  local  paper  also 
reported  the  proceedings  cf 
the  Grantham  Council.  In 
which  a Councillor  Roberts 
was  eloquent  about  the  expen- 
diture on  oats  for  the  horse 
engaged  in  work  for  the  high- 
way committee.  In  the  same 
issue  of  the  paper  there  is  an 
advertisment  for  FINEST 
SELECTED  XMAS  FRUITS  | 


anntable  firm  Roberts  Food 
Store.  Retailers  of.  the  finest 

fivtts.  Phone  Gnmtham  184. 

The  Food  Store  was  the  cor- 
ner Shop  which  was  toe  birth- 
place of  Margaret  Hilda' 
Roberts,  also  known  as 
“Snobby”  Roberts,  also  known 
as  Mrs  Thatcher.  Her  father, 
CRrAlf  Roberts,  would  surely 
have  been  among  the  “other 
personages”  apologised  to  by 
publisher  and  author.  After 
ah,  one  of  the  characters 
i mocked  at  length  m.  Pine's 
novel  is  a councillor  who  is  a 
grocer.  And  his  Shop  is  on  the 
corner.  This  grocer,  Sam  Nur- 
ture, is  very  corrupt  indeed, 
and  in  toe  novel  the  muck- 
raking local  paper  exposes 
him  as  the  chairman  of  th? 
Parks,  Pairs  and  Lighting 
Committee  who  ensures  the 
new  street  lighting  is  gas 
rather  than  electric.  He  has 


hook  has  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
the  Mayor,  the  MP  and  most  ctf 
the  councillors  arrested  far 
fraud  and  sent  to  jug. 

The  key  to  Orson  Welles's 
Citizen  Kane  was  a toboggan 
called  Rosebud.  When  1 first 
heard  of  to  fa*  marvellously  li- 
bellous book  I wondered 
whether  it  might  likewise 
prove  a key  to  toe  mental 
processes  of  Mrs  Thatcher.  It 
can  hardly  have  gone  unno- 
ticed in  the  Roberts  household. 

The  first  problem  was  to 
find  a copy.  It  wasn't  in  the 
British  Library  catalogue 

{which  is  extraordinary)  and 

when  I did  track  down  a copy 
ina  lihrazy  it  was  kept  under 
lock  and  key  like  a wild  beasL 
The  suppression  of  the  book 
was  very  effective.  The  next 
step  was  to  find  the  author.  | 
Having  discovered  that  Julian 
Pine  was  Oliver  Anderson  I 


Ail  Anderson  wanted  was  a comfortable 
armchair,  a warm  fire,  a life  of  peace  and 
reason,  eggs,  toast  and  smoky  China  tea 


shares  in  toe  gas  company 
and  makes  sure  one  of  the 
lamps  is  erected  snwk  out- 
side bis  shop,  assuring  pass- 
ers-by a good  view  cf  his  sau- 
sages, polonies  and  brawns. 

AD  goes  weD  until  one  eve- 
ning the  Naughty  f-winriTiw 
locks  up  and  induces  a young 
lady  shop  assistant  to  “serve 
behind  the  counter  in  a rather 
unusual  way”.  Unfortunately 
far  the  councfllor  he  has  for- 
gotten to  draw  the  blinds.  The 
gas-lamps  suddenly  come  on 
and  “several  House-Wives  of 
the  Lower  Classes,  whose 
facpc  were  pressed  against  the 
Windows  coveting  the  Pork 
Pies  they  could  not  afford  to 
buy,  saw  Everything.  So  the 
Naughty  Councillor  was  in 
mare  than  one  way  Undone 
and  he  b«d  to  resign  from  the 
Town  Council  and  finally  he 
Hanged  Himself  with  a pair  of 
Woolworth’s  braces  in  a Pub- 
lic • Convenience.  Moral: 
People  who  live  In.  Glass 
Houses  should  never  forget  to 
Draw  the  Blinds.”  The  highly 
satisfying  conclusion  to 


spent  a lot  of  time  with  Direc- 
tory Inquiries  before  tracking 
him  down,  alive  and  well  and 
living  — where  else?  — just 
outside  Grantham. 

The  Thatcher  connection 
had  aroused  my  curiosity,  hut 
what  it  led  me  to  was  much 
more  interesting.  Rotten 
Borough  Is  a ferae,  a romp,  a 
hoot.  It's  the  work  of  a clever, 
witty  and  sophisticated  young 
man  ft  is  quick-witted,  very 
bawdy,  very  tunny  and  mocks 
everyone  in  sight  without  I 
respect  for  sex,  race,  colour,  I 
.creed  or  anything  else.  This 
firw»  mmii'  novel  disappeared 
totally  for  half  a century.  I am 
much  pleased  my  Guard- 
ian article  led  to  the  book 
being  re-published  in  1989 
under  the  author's  true  namg 
and  to  widespread  interest 

Anderson,  who  ha*  died 
aged  84,  was  the  son  of  a 
Lincolnshire  parson  straight 
out  of  Tristram  Shandy.  He 
was  Rector  of  Little  Ponton, 
near  Grantham,  and  he  once 
rode  to  chnrch  on  a pig.  Fun- 
nily enough  his  address  for 


his  last  SO  years  was  at  Swine 
2U2L  When  he  published  Rot- 
ten  Borough  at  the  age  of  26  he 
was  working  on  toe  Notting- 
ham Guardian  and  Evening 
Post, -where  he  gained  much  of 
the  raw  material  that  found  its 
way  into  Rotten  Borough. 

to  1939  Anderson  joined  the 
army  as  a private  soldier.  He 
rejected  the  Idea  of  a commis- 
sion because  he  felt  as  a pri- 
vate be  had  no  responsibility 
for  anyone  but  himself.  He 
fought  at  Alamein  in  field  ar- 
tillery. "They  shove  you  well 
forward,"  he  said  with  a 
laugh.  He  laughed  a lot.  After 
Alamein  and  Tunis  It  was 
back  home  for  the  Second 
Front,  arriving  in  Normandy 
on  Dtifly  plus  2.  He  had  what 
in  those  days  was  called  “a 
good  war”. 

In  peacetime  be  wrote 
nearly  a dozen  novels  under 
life*  own  nam»  «nd  then  gave 
up  in  1989,  when  he  was  only 
56.  He  said  he  was  overcome 
by  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and 
by  his  besetting  sins  of  lazi- 
ness and  of  amhltinn  He 

never  owned  a car.  but  walked 
and  bicycled  tirelessly.  He  led 
a supple  life  and  his  great 
pleasures  were  reading  Proust 
and  listening  to  classical 
music  cn  the  wireless.  He  said 
his  aim  in  life  was  to  get  rid  of 
attachments.  All  he  wanted1 
was  a comfortable  armchair,  a 
warm  fire,  and  a life  of  peace 
and  reason. 

His  diet  was  mostly  eggs, 
toast  and  smoky  China  tea. 
When  X met  him  in  his  mid. 
seventies  he  appeared  tremen- 
dously fit  and  active,  frolic- 
some and  with  a mischievous 
twinkle  in  the  eye.  The  rather 
dandy-ish  moustache  was  of 
the  twirling  kind,  but  looked 
like  a mere  afterthought  a 
decorative  curlicue  to  the 
great  proboscis.  The  nose  was 
huge,  chromatically  thrilling, 
awe-inspiring.  It  was  best  seen 
in  profile,  but  was  dramatic 
from  any  angle.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  instantly  likeable 
people  I have  ever  met. 

Diehard  Boston 

Oliver  Charles  Anderson,  novel- 
ist bom  September  30,  1912: 
died  October  19. 1996 


First  editions  of  an 


I FIRST  met  the  screen- 
printer  Chris  Prater,  who 
has  died  aged  72,  one 
sunny  Saturday  morning 
in  October  1968  at  Kelpra 
Studio,  then  a converted 
house  Just  off  London's  Old 
Street  I had  come  for  an 
interview  for  a studio  assis- 
tanfs  job.  ft  turned  out  to-be 
not  much  of  an  interview  — 
“Hello  would  you  like  some 
tea  — do  you  know  Joe  Til- 
son?”  We  spent  the  next  hour 
talking  about  everything  hut 
the  Job  I was  supposed  to  be 
applying  for.  Chris  was  like 
that  for  toe  next  25  years 
during  which  we  were 
friends  and  colleagues,  and 
he  never  did  ask  me  for  any 
qualifications. 

Bom  in  Battersea  into  very 
modest  circumstances  he  left 
school  at  14.  Like  , all  young 
men  of  his  generation  he  soon 
found  himself  conscripted 
into  the  services,  before 
really  knowing  what  he' 
wanted  to  do.  After  the'  war 
he  took  up  screenprinting, 
initially  as  he  put  it,  "as 
something  to  do”.  I don't 


think  at  that  stage  he  was 
ever  truly  in  love  with  the 
medium,  but  he  was  probably 
always  in  love  with  art  (Some 
years  before  he  had  attended 
the  working  men’s  college, ! 
drawing  and  painting  in  the 
evenings). 

He  married  Rose  Kelly  in 
19S6  and  in  1957  they  set  up  i 
business  together  as  commer- 
cial screenprinters.  They 
traded  under  the  name  ofKel- 


pra  — a combination  cf  both 
surnames.  They  were  quite 
inseparable,  living  and  work- 
ing together  until  Rose’s 
death  in  1982. 

It  was  in  1958  that  they 
printed  the  poster  for  the 
Young  Contemporaries  exhi- 
bition. That  in  turn  led  to 
regular  work  for  the  Arts 
Comical,  and  in  1961  Gordon 
House  commissioned  Chris  to 
print  a series  of  square  grids. 


**wm*mm 


Incurable  experimenter  . . . Chris  Prater  and  (above)  his 
screen  print  front  Robert  Motherwell’s  Africa  Suite,  1970 


It  marked  toe  beginning  of 
the  great  adventure  into 
“Artist’s  Prints”. 

In  1962  Richard  Hamilton 
selected  a group  of  young  art- 
ist’s to  produce  one  print 
each  to  form  a portfolio  for 
the  Institute  of  Contemporary 
Arts.  The  ICA  project  proved 
a turning  point  for  toe  studio. 

I can  never  remember  Chris  ( 
talking  to  anyone  about  Kel- 
pra's  history  without  going  I 
into  great  detail  about  the 
ICA  prints  with  obvious  glee. 

Looking  back,  it  may  have 
been  the  feet  that  in  those 
days  you  could  stfll  produce 
things  without  having  to  con- 
stantly count  toe  cost  — not 
that  that  ever  stopped  him 
from  giving  the  studio's  “best 
possible”  service.  And  he  did 
always  give  his  best  to  all  the 
artists  who  subsequently 
used  the  studio  (occasionally 
actually  financing  some  of 
them  when  he  could  least  af- 
ford to). 

By  1970  Kelpra’s  position 
as  . the  foremost  artists’ 
screen  printers  led  to  an  exhi- 
bition at  the  Hayward  Gal- 
lery. In  1980  the  Tate  held  a 
retrospective:  Artist’s  Prints 
1951-1980  which  included 
works  by  RB  Kitaj,  Richard 
Hamilton,  Eduardo  Paolozzi 
and  Joe  TUson.  These  prints, 
as  1 wrote  in  the  catalogue, 
represented  landmarks  in  the 
development  of  modern 
printmaking. 

In  all  the  years  I knew  him 
I didn’t  think  Chris  ever  fully 
came  to  terms  with  the  feet 
that  his  studio  had  a world- 


Oliver Anderson ...  a mischievous  twinkle  in  the  eye  and  a rather  dandy-ish  moustache 
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wide  reputation  and  that  he 
was  a “someone  in  the  art 
world”.  It  was  something  he 
always  seemed  uneasy  about 
and  that  sometimes  led  to  a 
fair  amount  of  “bluster"  on 
his  part  — which  could  give 
people  the  wrong  impression. 
But  he  was  always  happiest 
when  we  were  in  the  studio 
or  sitting  In  his  smoke  filled 
office  drinking  tea  and  talk- 
ing art  and  what  screenprint- 
ing was  like  in  toe  old  days. 

An  incurahle  experimenter 
Chris  would  drive  me  to  dis- 
traction at  times,  but  I came 
to  realise  that  this  was  his 
great  strength  and  it  made  all 
things  possible,  as  indeed  did 
our  process  photographer 
Dennis  Francis  whom  Chris 
had  met  and  employed  in  toe 
very  early  1960s.  Chris,  my- 
self, Dermis,  and  my  good 
friend  Nigel  Oxley  — who 
was  responsible  for  the  etch- 
ing — formed  the  core  of 
Kelpra,  but  none  of  us  would 
have  made  our  mark  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  faith  Chris 
showed  in  our  ability. 

After  Kelpra  closed,  about 
five  years  ago.  1 lost  touch 
with  Chris.  We  didn’t  speak 
until  a few  months  before  his 
death.  Our  conversation  was, 
as  always,  about  the  old  days. 
I am  sure  Chris  enjoyed 
every  minute  of  them  — I 
know  1 did. 

Douglas  Corker 

Christopher  Prater,  screen 
printer,  bom  April  4,  1924;  died 
November  2, 1996 


Belinda  Quirey 


Chocolate  biscuits 
from  a dance  doyenne 


FOR  dance  historian  and 
teacher  Belinda  Quirey, 
who  has  died  aged  84, 
just  to  translate  an  original 
dance  manuscript  was  point- 
less. It  also  had  to  be  pre- 
sented practically,  and 
danced  at  toe  highest  poss- 
ible level.  Thus  she  choreo- 
graphed Rameau’s  Hippolyte 
et  Arice  for  Birmingham  Uni- 
versity using  18th  century 
dance  technique  and  style, 
and  thus  she  influenced 
many  of  today's  directors,  ac- 
tors and  singers  in  the  art  of 
period  movement. 

Among  the  places  where 
she  taught  were  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Dramatic  Art, 
the  London  Academy  of 
Music  and  Dance,  the  Guild- 
hall School  of  Music  and 
York  University.  She  in- 
spired all  her  many  pupils, 
who  are  now  scattered  all 
over  the  world,  and  her 
classes  and  work  were  never 
dull. 

While  working  with  her  for 
the  English  Bach  festival,  the 
dancers  must  have  consumed 
their  combined  weight  eating 
the  chocolate  digestive  bis- 
cuits she  provided.  “Oh  dar- 


ting!" she  confided,  “there  is 
nothing  better  than  a diges- 
tive biscuit  to  soothe  their 
poor  tormented  souls." 

One  RADA  student,  now  an 
Anglican  canon,  was  given 
unorthodox  advice  when 
tiredness  rendered  him  inca- 
pable of  obtaining  the  pos- 
ture she  wanted.  “Think  that 
you  have  a lemon  between  i 
your  buttocks  and  squeeze 
hard.”  He  assures  me  that 
whenever  he  starts  to  feel 
lethargic  he  remembers  Be- 
linda and  her  lemons  and 
squeezes  hard. 

QUIREY  was  born  in 
Northern  Ireland,  but 
educated  in  England 
wnere  ber  father  was  direc- 
tor or  a railway  company. 
Her  career  began  with  her 
lifelong  passion,  ballroom 
dancing,  as  a pupil  of  Eve 
Tynegate-Smitb  and  she 
started  professionally  as  the 
Gleneagles  Hotel’s  ballroom 
coach. 

After  studying  modern 
dance  with  Rudolf  Von  La- 
ban. and  classical  ballet  with 
Laura  Wilson,  she  found  her 
niche  through  answering  an 


advertisement  in  the  Times. 
It  offered  a week’s  engage- 
ment as  a guinea  pig  to  put 
into  practice  the  newly 
researched  material  of  Melu- 
sine  Wood,  a pioneer  in  the 
field  of  historical  dance. 

For  the  rest  of  her  life  she 
was  involved  in  what  she 
called  early  dance.  Should 
anybody  be  unfortunate 
enough  to  drop  the  term  "his- 
torical dance”  in  her  pres- 
ence a loud  scream  would 
ensue,  followed  by  a lecture. 
If  there  was  such  an  animal, 
she  would  ask,  why  wasn't 
music  of  the  past  “historical” 
too? 

The  dance  world  was  very 
slow  in  accepting  her  find- 
ings. At  a dance  congress  one 
famous  teacher  labelled  them 
“a  figment  of  Belinda's  more 
than  vivid  imagination”.  She 
was  undeterred. 

Her  husband.  James  Kelly, 
predeceased  her.  They  had  no 
children. 

MiehMl  Hot  mm 

Belinda  Quirey.  dance  historian 
and  teacher,  bom  April  14, 1912; 
died  October  27, 1996 
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The  media  has  portrayed 

an  image  cf  the  Talihan  s 

oppression  of  women 


fascinator  g and  horrify  mg- 
What  is  overlooked  is  the  long 
history  cf  Islam’s  gender 

equalityand  the  many 
pies  around  the  worid  ofhow 
Islam  continues  topraowte 
women's  opportunities- 
yyhen  ftnatn  Zuhn.  a MUS- 
11m  scholar  tf  the  Snnnah  (me 


the  eighth  century 


the  Qur’an,  thaihe wished  to 


jghaflrha  SThrifata,  known  as 
Fakhral-Nisa,  living  in  the 
11th  centary^was  well  known 
in  literature,  rhetoric,  poetry. 


lectures  in  foe  mosque  ofBagfa- 
dad  attended  by  many 
“ulama”  (scholars).  Shaikhs 
Shuh  da  granted  diplomas  to 

many  femous  men  ofher  time. 

In  the  spiritual  field,  Rabi'a 
al-Adawiyyah,  a great  sufi  of 
Basra  in  the  eighth  century 
infosedtbe  concept  of  divine 
lovewtth  such intensity  that 
she  devoted  her  whole  life 
to  contemplation  of  God.  Kha-  . 
dijah,  wife  of  toe  Prophet,  was 


ofa  well-known  woman  jurist 

called  Amra  biataL-Rahman. 

Eariy  Islamic  history  is  . 
replete with  famous women  jn- 


fieldsofknowifidge. 


many  women  cd  that  time  who 
ran  their  ownbusinesses. 

Watnenwere  consulted  in-  - 
the  comfort  af  political  affairs 
py  the  caliphs  (kbatifeh)  from 


the  seventh  century  right 
throughtothe  end  of  the  Otto- 
man  empire.  For  example, 
Umar  flmal-Khattab,  the 
second  ewUph,  rnnaiitml  both 
Shlfe  blTIt  A hrtflltah  and  58a- 
mara  bint  JSfubayk,  who 
worked  as  inspectorsln  the 
market  of  Madinah-  Women 
were  among  the  first  Muslims 
who  wa-eforced  to  leave  their 


and  then  spread  toe  message  of 
Islam.  They  were  also  among 
the  first  martyrs. 

Inthe  Qur'an,  the  main 
source  for  Mamie  teachings, 
men  and  vnmffl  have  ahsohrtp 

parity:  “The  true  believers* 

both  men  and  women,  are 
friends  to  each  other,  they  en- 
join what  is  justand  forbid 
whatis  evil,  they  attend  to 
their  prayers  and  pay  the 
alms-tax  and  obey  God  and  his 


The  only  characteristic 
which  distinguishes  and  diflfer- 
enfiates  between  human  be- 


ings in  the  Qur’an  is  piety. 
“Mai  and  women,  we  have  cre- 
ated you  from  a male  and  fe- 
male and  divided  you  into 
nations  and  tribes  that  you 
might  get  to  know  one  another, 
the  noblest  amongst  you  In 
God’s  sight  is  he  who  fears  Him 

most” 

Both  men  and  women  are 
encouraged  to  acquire  knowl- 
edge. The  Prophet  has  said: 

“The  quest  for  knowledge  is 
obligatory  for  every  Muslim 
(men  and  women).” 

Do  we  find  the  high  status 
and  equal  treatment  of  women 
that  Islam  prescribes?  Not  in 
i the  Western-created  and  spon- 
sared  Taliban  where  women 
are  barred  from  participating 
In  public  life. 

NOR  can  we  find  it  in  the 
pro- Western  secular 
state  ofTurkey,  a 
country  which  prides  itself  on 
more  than  70  years  of  secular- 
ism and  “women’s  emancipa- 
tion". Muslim  women  are  not 
aflerwed  to  work  in  government 
offices,  the  civil  service,  gov- 
ernment hospitals  and  th-ejudi- 
edary.  They  are  also  forbidden 
from  teaching  in  government 
universities- Nor  can  they  take 
upaseat  inthe  parliament. 
Why?  Because  they  wear  the 
hijab  (headscarf). 

Yet  there  are  countries 
where  Islamic  Law  is  imple- 


mented where  the  women  are 
empowered-  In  Sudan,  there 
are  21  women  in  the  parlia- 
ment The  Federal  Supreme 
Court  — the  highest  judiciary 
body  in  Sudan — has  three  fe- 
male judges;  in  the  British 
equivalent  body,  there  are 
none.  These  women  earn  the 
same  pay  as  their  male  coun- 
terparts; a total  of  70  women 
work  in  the  Judiciary. 

Nor  is  there  any  bar  against 
women  obtaining  positions  of 

power  and  serving  in  govern- 
ment. Professor  Sit  el  Nafar 
Badi.  for  example,  chairs  the 
Industrial  Committee  of  the 
National  Assembly  with  40 
men  working  under  her.  Yet 
this  is  a country  where  Islamic 
law  Is  implemented. 

So  where  does  the  stereotyp- 
ing of  Islam  as  oppressive  to 
women  originate?  Why  does  it 
receive  such  attention  in  the 
Western  media?  And  why  is  so 
little  attention  given  to  Islamic 
countries  where  women  do 
participate  fully  in  public  life? 
Could  it  be  that  the  answers  to 
these  questions  He  In  political 
expediency  and  a historical  de- 
sire for  the  West’s  political 
hegemony  over  the  resource- 
rich  Islamic  worid  rather  than 
in  a genuine  desire  to  see 
.women  uplifted? 


Ahmed  Versi  edits  the  national 
newspaper.  The  Muslim  News 


Weekend  Birthdays 


\r^ 


What  must  ft  he  like  to  be  a 
character  from  one  of  your 
father’s  novels,  as  is  Auberon 
Alexander  Waugh,  57  tomor- 
row? And  not  a hero,  but  a 
minor  character:  wasn’t  Bran 
<me  of  those  gingerish,  licker- 
ish, seedily  waisteoated  chaps 
in  the  lit-mag  fine  whom  Basil 
Seal  met  in  Put  Out  More 
Flags,  Just  before  the  outbreak 
of  war?  The  classy  female  lit- 
mag  entourage  which  attends 
Bran's  crowned  state  at  the 
Literary  Review  resemble  the 
early  culture-groupies  Guy 
Crouchback  encounters  in 
blacked-ocrt  London.  And  the 
chronicles  of  Bran's  life  in 
Somerset  are  obviously  an  ex- 
tension of  Boot’s  nature  notes 
from  Scoop  with  humans 
replacing  voles  questing  in  the 


plashy  fens  around  Taunton. 
He  re-uses  father's  pre-war  vo- 
cabulary. especially  the  word 
-disgusting":  lives  in  father’s 
house:  considered  admission 
to  his  father’s  club. 

White's;  and  wants  to  be 
remembered  “as  a significant 
patriarch  in  a continuing  dy- 
nasty”. And  yet . . . and  yet  — 
in  bis  autobiography,  the  most 
vivid  page  recalls  that  day  in 
the  bare  deserts  of  post-war 
austerity  when  England’s  chil- 
dren were  issued  with  a ba- 
nana each  — one  wonderful 

unknown  yellow  luxury  — 

and  papa  Evelyn  Waugh  com- 
mandeered his  children's 
treats  and  ate  them  before 
their  faces. 

Today ‘s  birthdays:  Prof 
Chinua  Achebe,  novelist, 
poet  and  educationalist,  65; 
Glenda  Bailey,  editor.  Marie 
Claire.  38;  Michael  Billing- 
ton.  writer  and  critic.  57; 
Friuik  Bruno,  boxer.  35;  Wil- 
lie Carson,  jockey,  54;  Griff 
Rhys  Jones,  comedian, 
writer,  13;  ProTSir  Magdi  Ya- 
conb.  cardiothoracic  surgeon, 
63 ; Waqar  Younis,  cricketer, 
25:  Michael  Zander.  Profes- 
sor oT Law,  LSE.fr!. 

Tomorrow's  other  birthdays: 
Lesley  Abdela,  founder,  300 
Group  for  women  in  politics 
and  public  life,  51;  Sir  Jeremy 


Beecham,  chairman.  Associa- 
tion of  Metropolitan  Authori- 
ties, 52;  Danny  DeVito,  actor, 
52;  David  Emmanuel,  fashion 
designer,  44;  Fenella  Field- 
ing, actress,  62;  Lt-Gen  Sir 
Charles  Guthrie,  Chief  of  the 
General  Staff  58;  Colin 
Hayes,  painter,  77;  Sir 
Charles  Mackerras,  conduc- 
tor, TV.  George  Masso,  Jazz 

musician,  70;  Gordon  Light- 
foot.  songwriter,  58;  Prof  Un- 
ford  Rees,  deaa  St  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital  Medical 
College,  54;  Jonathan  Ross, 
broadcaster,  36;  Martin  Scor- 
sese, film  director,  54;  John 
Wells,  writer  and  actor,  60- 


Memorial  Services 

OTtBLL  CMBSUAN,  RefeMf  {Bold.  7-3- 
47  - 21-10-96  A raMratlon  of  Robert  e life 
will  ba  hold  In  fee  IsHngion  Town  Hell  at 
2pm  on  Sunday  22  Nbvwifeer  IBM. 
R-fi  VP  Mayort  Oltee.  OHt  <77  Jill 

Births 

Cmctbku.  CmgrebOtttKts  id  Karen  a 
fen,  hi  fee  trim  a ac tele  Low.  nm 
life  NtwemMT  1908  A EMln  tor  Andmw  I 
Lob  oi  kwe.  man  an  me  femftyjtxx 


Birthdays 


BMaa,  Jonaoian.  Happy  21H  kwe  front 
to  family. 

■To  trim : vour  announcameni  nMtwie 
BUT  TO  4567.  Fib  0171  7T&  41TS 
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Getting  all  worked  up  about 


-■  im  mm  mrn  - ■ - - Uetlinq  ail  WU^CU  up 

///Guardian  Life,  the  universe  and  waffle  work  in  the  course  of  48  hours 


Saturday  November  16 1996 

Edition  Number  46,712  § always  look  forward  to 

1 19  Farringdon  Road  London  EC1R  3ER  | 

Fax  No.  01 71 -S3  / 4ooU  Dawkins' thoughts (A hunger 

E-mail’  letterS@guardian.CO.uk  forwonder,  November  12). 

Website:  http://www.guardian.co.uk  e^fio'^SSpuS^'0 

Lewis  rolled  out  the  old  lie 
that  science  attempts  to  prove 
that  the  universe  is  an  orderly 
place.  Try  studying  quantum 

* mechanics  or  turbulent  fluid 

Dow  to  discover  how  dis- 

a m m ■ m orderly  the  universe  appears 

TfthA  1 1 m ITC  to  scientists.  Science  never  at- 

■ f III  I II  tempts  to  prove  anything;  it 

only  tries  to  help  us  under* 

jp  — | ^ | stand  in  an  empirical  way. 

wrmw  Jllfzffll  bCwB  Ben  Lane  has  put  a new 

slant  on  evolution  in  bis  letter. 

If  only  the  experts  could  agree  3™Zffi2£S£“ 

imagined  that  poetry,  emotion 

SHOULD  people  be  barred  from  jobs  as  a result  Of  one  and  mysticism,  however  to- 
blood  test  for  alcohol?  The  result  of  the  television  ““5SS5" 
executive's  action  against  a company  doctor  who  diag-  specie  perhaps  Mr  Lane 
nosed  him  unsuitable  for  worts  with  NBC  Europe  — could  elaborate  Richard  Paw- 
because  of  an  alleged  consumption  of  35  units  (four  and  kins  has  said  that  “One  need 

a half  bottles  of  wine)  a week  — will  not  be  reached  

until  next  week.  But  the  case  has  already  produced 

sufficient  substance  for  two  separate  debates  in  British  AW  Those  ARE  r 

pubs  this  weekend;  what  is  a safe  level  of  alcohol  DEFMTELy  p7 1 

consumption?  And  is  the  American  approach  — initial  REpRODucr/opS  I“1 
screening  by  companies  followed  by  random  testing  — /^\  / aum£_  flj77 

the  best  way  of  tackling  alcoholism?  g Q\  1 

No  one  should  minimise  the  deadly  affects  of  alcohol.  / JT  ///fjzS>  I 

About  28.000  deaths  a year  are  alcohol-related  finclud-  //ss~7*  MaT* 
ing  10  deaths  a week  from  drink  driving)  and  nearly  a — ;rr 

quarter  of  ail  male  admissions  to  hospitals  has  an  f 1 ...  V j.  J 
alcohol  element  Its  propensity  to  increase  violence  is 
notorious:  about  40  per  cent  of  child  abuse  cases  include  -N — 
an  alcohol  element  and  over  40  per  cent  of  other  violent 

domestic  incidents,  while  65  per  cent  of  attempted  A « .i  . . ■ 

suicides  involve  people  indulging  in  excessive  Clinking.  A COUpi6  Tilctl  Hi 
Then  there  are  the  financial  costs:  an  estimated  £50 

million  from  alcohol-related  crime.  £150  million  in  NHS  FOLLOWING  the  rejection 
treatment  and  as  much  as  £2  billion  lost  to  industry  ■ <tf  an  ad  for  underpants  by 
from  absenteeism. 

Vet  despite  the  huge  losses  to  industry,  private  S^d^JrfiSo^S 
employers  remain  complacent  Only  three  per  cent  13).  may  l draw  your  attention 
responded  to  a survey  of  3,000  companies  last  year  on  to  a letter  in  the  Lancet  of  June 
alcohol-related  problems.  An  estimated  10  per  cent  of  29?  The  authors,  writing  from 
British  companies  do  already  test  prospective  employ-  foe  Netherlands,  reported  that 
for  alcohol  or  drug  abuse  but  there  their  policy 
frequently  stops.  Some  40  per  cent  do  not  have  a policy  ^ ni£w of spenn,  whSI 
on  alcoholism  and  60  per  cent  no  system  for  identifying  their  mobility  was  a third  of 
or  recording  drinking  problems.  Even  health  authori-  that  of  semen  from  men  wear- 
ties  are  no  better  than  private  employers  in  introducing  ing  boxer  shorts, 
effective  programmes.  The  study  involved  wearing 

Compare  this  to  the  American  approach  - both 


The  limits 
of  alcohol 

If  only  the  experts  could  agree 


species.  Perhaps  Mr  Lane 
could  elaborate.  Richard  Daw- 
kins has  said  that  “One  need 


go  no  fiirfoer  than  science  to 
understand  foe  universe”. 
That  science  has  not  produced 
all  foe  answers  as  yet,  nor 
probably  ever  will,  does  not 
Invalidate  that  proposition.  It 
simply  means  that  supersti- 
tion is  nota  viable  alternative. 
Peter  Gibbs. 

13  Fairway,  Girton. 
Cambridge  CB3  OQF. 


wrote  a book  entitled  Religion 
Without  Revelation.  This,  too, 
had  evolution  as  its  leitmotiv. 
My  recollection  is  that  the 
proffered  new  form  of  religion 
Hew  like  a lead,  balloon. 
Norman  Sheppard. 
University  ofEast  Anglia, 
Norwich  NR4  TfJ. 


^•OR  SOME  time  I have  won- 

■ dared  whether  Richard 


\J|fHAT  a load  ofGodswal- 
YV  lop  in  response  to  Daw- 


■ dared  whether  Richard 
Dawkins’  antagonism  to  rdi- 
giQD  is  based  a wish  to  see  it 
I replaced  by  science.  As  a credi- 
1 Me  religion  needs  to  express  a 
satisfactory  balance  between 

reason  and  emotion.  I Qnd  my 

speculation  reinforced  by  his 
(quite  correct)  emphasis  in  the 
Dlmbleby  Lecture  on  the  emo- 
tional responses  of  scientists  to 
the  world  that  they  explore 
and  describe. 

A generation  or  more  ago, 
thqt  splendid  .scientist  and 
polymath  Julian  Huxley 


i W*  lop  in  response  to  Daw- 
kins — especially  froth  Philip 
! Uoyd  Lewis  (Letters,  Novem- 
ber 11).  So  the  law  of  gravity  is 
just  a conjuring  trick?  Then  I 
must  be  mistaken  in  having 
always  thought  it  a natural 
law,  by  its  very  orderliness 
controlling  us  aE  and  having 

nothing  to  do  with  science. 

Perhaps  Lewis  should  read 
Peter  Medawar,  who  points 

out  that  we  don't  need 
“proofs”  of,  for  example,  the 
Earth’s  rotundity:  “We  accept 
foe  idea  because  the  whole  of 
navigation,  aeronautics,  geod- 
esy, geometry,  cartography 


and  chronometry  rest  upon  it 
it  is  now  not  possible  to  think 
rationally  on  any  of  these  sub- 
jects without  accepting  the 
concept  of  the  roundness  of 
the  Earth."  Science  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with/wrtriftgthe  uni- 
verse an  orderly  place. 

Tony  Hills. 

Middlecott  Cottage, 

Morchard  Bishop, 

C rediton.  Devon  EX17  6RW. 


II 0GO  Young's  opposition 
] 1 to  any  limitation  onwork- 


GIVEN  the  apparent  absur- 
dity anything  should 


\Sdity  anything  should 
exist  at  all,  it  seems  to  this 
non-scientiflc  atheist  that  we 
have  a choice  between  the 
Ideas  of  those  who  chip  away 
patiently  at  what  can  be  ob- 
served, demonstrated  and 
proved,  and  those  who  wish  to 
explain  one  vast  mystery  by 
replacing  it  with  something 
even  more  astonishing  and  no 
less  mysterious. 

Gordon  Simpson. 

173  Old  London  Road, 
Hastings,  E Sussex TN35 5LU. 


Ar'O  Those  are  r 
DEFfA OTELy  /sn\ 
RepRopucrro/s/  > 
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Taste  of  his  own  medicine 


IP  ROY  Lllley  (Doctoring  the 
system.  Society  Guardian, 


they  do.  Tbeir  only  qualifica- 
tion for  the  job  (no,  being  a 
used-car  salesman  Is  common 
but  not  a necessary  qualifica- 
tion) Is  willingness  to  sacrifice 
patient  care  for  a big  salary 
bonus. 

(Dr)  Peter  D Berry. 

27D  Pembroke  Place 


A couple  that  hit  below  the  belt 


pOLLOWING  the  rejection 
I cf  an  ad  for  underpants  by 


I cf  an  ad  for  underpants  by 
foe  Committee  of  Advertising 
I Practice  (Warning  over  men's 
briefs  ad  “sexist'’.  November 
13),  may  I draw  your  attention 
to  a letter  in  the  Lancet  of  June 


Die  wearing  of  tight-fitting 
underpants  led  to  a halving  cf 
the  number  of  sperm,  while 


her  14).  fdo,  however,  find  it 
strange  that  health  workers 
planned  to  “visit  gay  pick-up 
points  and  offer  advice  on  con- 
traception’’. Haven’t  they 
rather  missed  the  point? 

Luke  Bnrstow. 

Lennox  Road,  Hove, 

East  Sussex  BN3. 


Our  top  company 


ing  boxer  shorts. 

The  study  involved  wearing 
the  underpants  24  hours  a day 
over  six  months,  so  it  could  be 


385  days  a year. 

ANOTHER  example  ofBrit-  (Dr)DougCampbelL 
Aiish  Gas’s  competence  (Let-  Lime  Cottage.  Lime  Wf 


l I system.  Society  Guardian,  turn  for  the  job  (nc 

Novemebr  13)  had  done  his  used-car  salesman 

homework  he  would  have  dls-  butnotanecessar 
covered  that  most  of  the  extra  tion)  is  wfllingnes 
payments  he  identifies  that  patient  care  for  a 1 

i (TPs  may  Hatm  are  included  in  bonus. 

1 the  target  net  income  of  (Dr)  Peter  D Berr 

£48^)00.  Those  not  in  this  sum  27D  Pembroke  Ha 
are  monies  taken  from  them  by  Liverpool  L35PFL 
Kenneth  Clarke  in  the  1990  , 

Contract.  Without  exception,  j jLBAfflt  allow  a response 

surveys  of  patient  satisfaction  I to  Roy  Lilley's  comical 

score  their  GPs  very  highly,  and  nonsensical  b 

which  is  more  than  can  be  said  against  general  pi 
of  health  service  managers.  He  appears  to  soft 

If  people  want  their  GPs  to  compulsive  obsea 

continue  to  feel  undervalued  in  order  with  hatred 
the  face  of  increasing  expecta-  sands  of  hard-wor 
tionsofthe  service  they  pro-  In  the  NHS.  He  is  j 

vide,  and  a failing  recruitment  in  his  continuous  i 
rate  which  could  lead  to  the  NHS  issues.  Is  the 

implementation  of  a priva-  in  toe  bouse  to  gin 

tised  primary  care  system.  suffering  man  son 

then  carry  on  under-paying  sense  therapy? 
those  of  us  that  have  responsi-  (Dr)  V KBansaL 
bllity  for  them  24  hours  a day,  British  Medical  A 


ing  hours  in  the  European 
Union  (Commentary.  Novem- 
ber 12)  has  afitoiliar  ring. 

The  1833 Act  limiting  the  work 

of  children  under  IS  to  4fl 
hours  a week  was  strongly  op- 
posed byan  alliance  of  Radi- 
cals and  Tories  united  by  a 
belief  that,  as  Cobbett  put  it. 
“the  industrial  welfare  of  Eng- 
land depended  on  30,000 little 
girls.  If  these  little  girls 
worked  two  hours  a day  less, 
our  manufacturing  suprem- 
acy would  depart  from  us”-  to 
the  event  Britain’s  supremacy 
survived  several  further  19th 
Century  Acts  of  Parliament 
regulating  adult  working 
hours  and  renditions — in  de- 
fiance of  Lord  Brougham's 
1822 contention  that  Parlia- 
ment should  not  seek  to  “en- 
force a maximum  number  of 
hours  for  the  work  of  grown 
men" — and  we  must  now  pre- 
sume that  Mr  Young  would 

have  opposed  them  all. 

What  is  perhaps  more  sur- 
prising is  that  a government 
seeking  populist  Issues  In  Its 
dying  days  should  have 
lighted  on  one  which  has  no 
obvious  popular  appeal  at  alL  , 
Does  Mr  Major  really  believe  , 
that  most  working  people  , 


ceeded  these  hours.  Surveys 
have  shown  that  many  teach- 
ers are  working  55  to  70  hours 
a week.  These  Sours  result  in 
tired  and  stressed  teachers, 
many  of  whom  are  having  to 
take  early  retirement  on 
health  grounds-  When  will 
teachers  bo  allowed  to  exercise 
the  right  not  to  work  more 

than  48  hours  a week? 

Clive  Goodwin. 

11  Herbert  Road. 

Southsea.  Hants  P04  0QA. 


I S THERE  any  underpinning 
I floor  to  wages  and  working 
conditions  that  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  Hugo  Young? 
Should  we  be  striving  to  abol- 
ish slavery,  especially  child  - 
slavery,  in  Asia  by  whatever 
means  ive  can,  or  should  we  be 
tearing  up  those  petty  regula- 
tions that  stand  in  the  way  of 
our  competing  on  equal  terms? 

Odd  how  “increased  labour 
flexibility”  — wage  cuts  and 
poorer  working  cond  Itions — 
is  always  the  prescription  of 
the  affluent  for  those  at  the 
bottom  of  the  heap;  we  never 
bear  calls  to  Increase  our  com- 
petitiveness by  dashing 
payouts  to  company  directors 
by  the  odd  foctor  of  20. 

David  Lewin. 

50  Clive  Road,  Oxford  OX4  3EL. 


want  to  work  more  than  48 

hours  a week  without  having a A S A occupational  health 
say  in  the  matter  and  to  forgo  / yphysician  (retired).  I find 


the  right  to  paid  holidays? 
David  Gladstone. 

1 Mountfort  Terrace. 
London  Nil  JJ. 


I to  Roy  LiUey*s  comical 
and  nonsensical  broadside 
against  general  practitioners. 
He  appears  to  suffer  from 
compulsive  obsessive  dis- 
order with  hatred  for  thou- 
sands of  hard-working  doctors 
to  the  NHS.  He  is  pathological 
to  his  continuous  vomitus  on 
NHS  issues.  Is  there  a doctor 
to  toe  bouse  to  give  this  poor 
suffering  man  some  common 
sense  therapy? 
(Dr)VKBansaL 
British  Medical  Association, 
35  Seymour  Terrace, 
Liverpool  L3  SPE. 


CAN  anyone  enlighten  me 
as  to  how  a 43-hour-week 


KS  as  to  how  a 48-hour-week 
would  affect  foe  teaching  pro- 
fession? Several  years  agoadi- 
rective  laid  down  the  number 
of  hours  they  were  contracted 
to  work.  This  was  abandoned 
because  teachers  regularly  ex- 


the  Government's  arguments 
that  long  hours  of  work  arenot 
a health  and  safety  issue  quite 
extraordinary . In  my  experi- 
ence excessive  overtime.  king 
shifts  and  too  short  breaks  be- 
tween shifts  have  been  respon- 
sible for  more  sick  absence 
than  foe  common  infections. 
(Dr)  Patricia  Elliott. 

The  Old  vicarage. 

Ashdon,  Saffron  Walden, 
Essex  CB102HG. 


The  first  task  in  Zaire 


WHEN  we  see  images  of 
hungry  people  being 


ters,  November  9, 12):  I rang 
the  company  to  report  a strong 
smell  of  gas  at  a remote 


Dibden  Purlieu,  Southampton. 


■ n 1 — — g*  m m a u iiiiii  iir-  nfUlvl 1 IM  icniiiir: 

private  and  federal.  Over  one  million  federal  employees  said  that  such  behaviour  would  country  crossroads  (I  happen 


were  drawn  into  test  programmes  — for  drugs  as  well  impair  rnpm^ii wtpw  pntantiai 
as  alcohol  — during  the  1980s.  Workers  are  expected  to  even  more  than  any  associated 
urinate  on  demand  by  officials  given  the  Orwellian  title  reduction  infertility  could  do. 
of  “collection  site  person”,  whose  job  is  to  ensure 
employees  do  not  substitute  their  sample  with  regularly 
advertised  samples  of  drug-free  urine.  The  American  tieoaeniJrmge’ 
programme  has  raised  serious  civil  liberty  issues.  It  I DO  NOT  agree  with  Terry 
reverses  the  normal  presumption  of  innocence.  There  is  1 Dicks’s  views  on  bomosex- 


7 Crossley  Terrace, 
Hebden  Bridge,  W Yorks. 


little  treatment  associated  with  fee  tests.  They  can  toad  uality  (Rented  quotes,  Novem- 

to  the  dismissal  of  people  who  go  to  work  sober,  but  

were  drunk  on  Saturday  night  Even  more  serious,  i-»  ■ 

there  is  concern  about  fee  specimens  being  analysed  L/QQ  1/ 
without  the  subject's  knowledge  to  reveal  confidential  I V/Ql\  U I ( 
medical  conditions  like  epilepsy  or  pregnancy.  1 

The  American  approach  is  too  coercive  just  as  fee 
British  is  too  complacent  This  week’s  case  highlights 
another  problem:  fee  disagreement  between  medical 
experts  on  what  is  a safe  limit  Two  doctors  in  this 
week’s  case  — a professor  of  medicine  and  a consultant 
physician  — declared  35  units  of  alcohol  was  not  i 
exceptional  would  not  affect  an  individual’s  capacity  to  „ . . _ . . 

work,  and  was  not  dangerous.  One  Danish  study  , 

published  by  fee  British  Medical  Journal,  suggested 

males  drinking  50  units  of  wine  (but  not  beer  or  spirits)  panel  will  select  the  best.  Today: 
a week  would  reduce  their  risk  of  premature  death.  But  the  traffic  problem 
even  the  scientists  disagree.  Many  believe  fee  Danish 

level  is  dangerous.  The  official  British  guideline  has  A HIGH  proportion  oftraf- 
been  increased  but  only  to  28  units  for  men,  21  for 

women.  The  best  emphasis  would  be  on  prevention  schoSrarnmT^pSctirois 
rather  than  retribution.  We  need  more  support  pro-  undermining  children's 
grammes,  counselling  and  treatment  schemes.  health.  I suggest  that  measures 


to  know  that  there’s  a pipeline 
there).  I was  informed  that  the 
leak  could  not  be  reported  un- 
less I could  provide  the  post- 
code of  its  location.  Surely 
other  readers  cannot  beat  this 
for  British  Gas  efficiency? 

A Taylor. 
lOEastfield, 

Stokesley,  Cleveland. 


I AM  incensedbyyourpub- 
I fishing  of  the  diatribe  by  Roy 
LUJey,  a former  NHS  manager 
with  a chip  on  his  shoulder 
about  doctors.  His  points  are 
not  even  worth  refitting  indi- 
vidually, except  to  say  that 
NHS  trust  managers  are  an 
“occupational  group”  with 
higher  earnings  than  doctors, 
higher  pay  rises,  and  for  more 
rapacious  motives  for  what 


ROY  Lilley  missed  out  the 
biggest  earner  of  them  all 


I Ibiggest  earner  of  them  all 
for  GPs.  Dispensing  doctors 
are  allowed  to  dispense  for 
rural  patients  living  more 
than  a mile  from  a pharmacy. 
This  entails  hiring  a tils- 
paxser,  ordering  the  drugs  at 
huge  discounts  and  prescrib- 
ing those  that  show  the  high- 
est margins. 

Eric  Brindle. 

The  Malt  House,  Stans  ted, 
Sevenoaks,  Kent  TN15  7PJ. 


V V hungry  people  being 
beaten  back  from  UN  food 
warehouses,  our  instinct  is  to 
deliver  aid  (Mission  to  save 
million  lives,  November  14). 
Some  L5  million  lives  to  Cen- 
tral Africa  now  depend ona 
response,  while  many  more 
will  be  involved  in  chaos  and 
deprivation,  should  we  not  act 
Within  Zaire  there  are 


It  will  have  to  stop  the  armed 
| and  those  who  supply  arms.  U 
will  then  need  to  enable  those 
who  wish  to  head  for  home  to 
undertake  the  difficult  jour- 
ney, helped  by  aid  agencies. 

This  has  taken  place  al- 
ready to  neighbouring 
Rwanda.  Communities, 
schools,  agriculture,  welfare 
systems  can  start  up  again  - 
once  the  conflict  ceases  and 


forces  that  seek  to  benefit  frtHn  1 the  people  begin  to  utilise 


Peak  practice  A Guardian  addict  writes 

I H flvDk'I'l  I rm.— 


ROAD  accidents  are 
quickly  cleaned  op- 


Ow  series  lets  readers  inject 
constructive  ideas  into  political 
debate . Nearer  polling  day  a 


A HIGH  proportion  of  traf- 
ZA  fie  congestion  at  peak 
# Itimes  is  caused  by  the 


i l quickly  cleaned  op — so 
we  forget  about  the  risks.  In- 
stead we  should  install  a new 
type  of  street  sign  at  particu- 
larly dangerous  spots.  They 
would  state  (with  families’ 
permission)  the  names  and 
ages  of  those  killed  in  recent 
years,  and  foe  dates  erf  the 
crashes.  Then  watch  drivers 
treat  such  roads  with  respect 
E Bishop. 

London  E7. 


Digital  dictator 

Mr  Murdoch  needs  competition:  now 


health.  1 suggest  that  measures 
be  taken  to  encourage  parents 
to  send  their  children  to  school 
by  more  acceptable  means. 
Firstly,  school  bus  services 
should  be  vastly  expanded. 
Secondly,  mi  increase  in  road 
taxfor  all  drivers  with  school- 
age  children  should  be  phased 
in.  culminating  in  a rate  three 
times  that  of  the  standard. 

Only  those  parents  who  could 


THE  GOVERNMENT  has  on  our  behalf  — though  age  children  should  be  phased 
without  actually  asking  us  — turned  down  fee  BBC’s  ^culimnatingm  a rate  three 
request  to  have  its  television  licence  fee  increased.  But  h 

people,  as  individuals,  seem  ready  to  pay  ever  increase 

mg  sums  to  watch  television  as  the  industry  prepares  to  schools)  that  they  did  not  drive 
enter  the  digital  age  when  hundreds  of  channels  will  their  children  to  school  would 
fight  each  other  for  the  three  hours  and  five  minutes  we  **  exempt.  The  tax  revenue 
spend  (on  average)  each  day  watching  television.  In  fee  2?“^  K£or  the  bU9es- 
short-term  there  are  expected  to  be  two  corporate  EdSbuS/ 
honeypots  — films  and  sport  Earlier  this  week  a ^ 

newspaper  report  suggesting  that  some  Premier  League 
football  clubs  like  Manchester  United  could  get  up  to 

£50  million  in  extra  revenues  from  pay-per-view  was  I _ ■ ___ 

enough  to  send  the  shares  of  quoted  football  clubs  Lj  f I O 
soaring  | Vn/  I V^f  I V f 

At  the  moment,  almost  inevitably,  Rupert  Murdoch's  V/ 

BSkyB  is  poised  to  clean  up  in  pay-per-view  since  he 
already  has  an  armlock  on  Premier  League  football  and 
even  on  international  matches  like  England  versus 
Georgia  which  most  sensible  people  regard  as  national 
events  that  should  have  been  broadcast  by  the  BBC  or 
rrv.  BSkyB  has  booked  space  in  a digital  satellite  from 
next  summer  as  the  start  of  a plan  to  bombard  us  with 
sport  and  films  from  hundreds  of  channels.  In  theory, 
there  ought  to  be  a shoal  of  competitors  bidding  for  the 
nghts  to  transmit  individual  football  matches  live  by 
pay-per-view  including  cable  companies,  digital  terres- 

e™**  ,reminS  space,  KilorJc  I oWo0n 


I N California,  foe  leading  ve- 
I hide  must  pull  over  to  Jet 
others  pass  safely  when  three 
or  more  are  waiting  to  over- 
take. With  our  more  over- 
crowded roads,  and  foe 
growth  of  road  rage,  we 
should  introduce  this  into  foe 
Highway  Code. 

Mary  Lewis. 

22  Hutton  Road, 

Ash  Vale. 

Aldershot  GU12  5HA. 


MY  RETURN  flight  from 
Pakistan  gave  me  my  ‘ 
first  opportunity  for  10  days  to 
see  a London  newspaper.  Seen 
to  read  the  major  news  stories 
about  real  life  in  Britain.  I 
grabbed  last  Thursday’s 
Guardian. 

Page  one  led  with  a splash 
story  that  a US  image  consul- 
tant might  come  to  this 
country,  complemented  by  a 
portrait  in  colour.  The  sup-  . 

porting  story  was  an  opinion-  j 
poll  result  Page  three  was  , 
mostly  about  the  hairstyles  of  I 
politicians,  illuminated  by 
eight  photographs. 

Page  four  led  with  "analy- 
sis” of  the  page  one  story  on 
image-making,  buttressed  by 
a large  photograph  from 
within  the  White  House  of 
image-makers  at  work.  Page 
eight  carried  the  results  of  an 
opinion  poll,  plus  bar  chart, 
with  the  conclusion  that  the 
British  are  guilty  about  plea- 
sure, although  foe  public-pol- 


Commentpage  was  dominated 
by  a column  on  the  impact  of 
politicians’ images  on 
women’s  votes,  illustrated  by  a 
large  cartoon  of  Tony  Blair  of- 
fer-tog Milk  Tray  chocolates. 

I may  have  overlooked  the 
odd  piece,  but  by  my  reckon- 
ing this  single  edition  carried 
395  column  todies  on  images, 
opinion  polls  and  focus 
groups,  supported  by  11  photo- 
graphs and  two  cartoons. 

Real  life  in  modern  Britain 
was  not  entirely  excluded. 
Page  eight  carried  20  column 
inches  on  foe  report  that  Brit- 
ain now  has  more  people  be- 
low the  poverty  line  than  any 
other  European  country  and 
that  the  gulf  between  our 
regions  is  widening. 


the  total  breakdown  of  civil 
welfare  systems.  In  nearby 
countries  there  are  other  cli- 
ents of  chaos  whose  agendas 
are  built  on  terror.  The  war- 
ring factions  use  innocent  ci- 
vilians and  human  targets  to 
create  their  power  bases. 

The  international  force  is 
therefore  going  to  have  to  take 
over  more  than  camps,  air- 


I their  own  skills  and  crafts  and 
I aspirations.  This  Is  happen- 
ing today  in  Bosnia.  It  cannot 
begin,  however,  until  those 
who  create  the  terrorism  see  - 
no  way  forward,  and  are 
brought  to  a halt. 

David  HW  Grubb. 

Executive  Director. 

Children’s  Aid  Direct 
82  Caversham  Road. 


Adds,  radio  stations  and  roads.  I Reading,  Berks  RGi  8AE. 


A Country  Diary 


MACHYNLLEITHiOna 
sunny  November  morning  1 
write  this  on  a hill-top  high 
above  the  sea  in  Cardigan  Bay. 
Yet  today  it  is  not  the  seal 
look  at  so  much  as  foe  land. 
From  my  high  perch  I see 
most  of  foe  parish  in  which  I 
live  on  the  south  side  of  foe 
Dyfi  estuary.  A part  of  the  foot- 
hills  of  Plynlimon,  it  is  mainly 
a steeply  tilted  land  deeply 
riven  by  streams  that  come 
hastening  down  wild,  rocky,  i 

wooded  valleys.  Inevitably  ! 


I became  a Guardian  addict  this  is  a sparsely  populated 

out  ofa  belief  that  it  hadaduty  parish  but  we  do  have  three 
to  inform  and  a responsibility  little  villages  alo 
to  shape  public  debate.  Show  road  that  squeea 

politicians  that  what  drives  uplands  and  estu 

the  news  agenda  are  opinion  a filling  station  v 

polls  and  hairstyles  and  we  an  18th  century  i 


icy  implications  of  this  insight  will  get  politicians  who  res- 


Please  send  brief  proposals 
and  responses  to:  Another 
Manifesto,  The  Guardian,  119 
Farringdon  Road,  London  EC1R 
3ER  (fax  0171  837  4530;  e-mail 
man  {festo@guardfan.co.  ufc). 
Other  e-mail  letters  to: 
lettera^guardlan  .co.uk 


were  disappointingly 
undeveloped. 

The  opinion  poll  on  pleasure 
only  made  it  to  the  bottom  of 
the  page,  but  page  nine  made 
amends  by  splashing  your  own 
opinion  poll  on  role  models, 
complete  with  photomontage, 
bar  chart  and  insert  box.  The 


pond  to  those  priorities. 
Splash  on  the  rise  fa  poverty 
in  Britain  and  we  might  Just 
get  it  given  greats:  priority  in 
public  debate. 

(Rt  Hon)  Robin  Cook  MP. 
Shadow  Foreign  Secretary. 
House  of  Commons, 

London  SWlA  0AA. 


parish  but  we  do  have  three  . 
little  villages  along  the  main 
road  that  squeezes  between 
uplands  and  estuary.  We  have 
a filling  station  with  a shop, 
an  18th  century  iron-furnace, 
a chapel  and  a church  that 
needs  anew  roof.  We  have  nei- 
ther a post  office  nor  an  inn 
bat  we  do  have  a lively 
Womens'  Institute  that  next 
year  will  be  celebrating  its 
75th  birthday.  Two  centuries 
ago,  when  the  local  woodlands 
were  being  decimated  to  pro- 
vide charcoal  for  our  iron- 


furnace,  foe  parish  might 
have  become  thoroughly  in- 
dustrialised. But  mercifully 
tom -smelting  migrated  south 
to  Glamorgan  and  today,  far 
from  being  industrialised,  our 
parish  is  rather  strong  on  na- 
ture conservation:  we  have 
two  large  reserves  and  at  the 
moment  are  trying  to  get  an- 
other one  established.  But  is 
there  any  parish  anywhere 
without  some  precious  area, 
however  small,  that  cries  out 
for  some  sort  of  safeguarding 
in  these  days  when  the  coun- 
tryside is  under  ever  increas- 
ing threat  from  developers, 
speculators  and  Philistines 
and  when  the  prospects  for 
some  species  of  wildlife  look 
so  bleak?  One  thing  is  sure: 
even  our  choicest  parishes 
will  not  survive  unscathed  un- 
less enough  of  us  are  strong  in 
their  defence.  In  our  parish 
the  WI  has  long  been  on  the 
side  of  conservation.  So  I pray 
it  will  go  on  fighting  Qie  good 
fight  until  its  centenary  and 
for  beyond. 

WILLIAM  CONDRY 


Fergie’s  fall  from  grace  - and  her  golfball 


have  foe  most  riotous  nick-  have  done  more  to  destroy  skill  for  orchestrating  deba- 1 question  slightly  differently  r fairly  standard  eonrtine 

she  5“-,.?“  v.-w*  1 Se1Sa/tlndbLrd^n^ 


fece  would  be  called  Pinky  identifies  as  hostile.  reminds  the  public  what  they 

(also  applied  to  anyone  whose  Her  father  seems  to  have  liked  about  the  other  one. 
surname  was  Salmon)”.  And:  tutored  her  to  emotional  in-  The  princess  was  regarded 
"Helicopters  depend  entirely  continence  and  financial  as  sexy,  the  duchess  as  sex- 
on  me  operator ...  to  hover  recklessness.  And  then,  there  mad.  Diana  Is  a genius  at  pob- 
one  is  like  sitting  on  a golfball  is  her  former  sister-in-law.  In-  lie  relations;  Fergie  a maestro 
(not  that  I ever  have)".  Or,  terviewed  by  Sue  MacGregor  at  bad  publicity.  Diana 
finally.  “Consciousness  was  a on  Radio  4’s  Today  pro-  up  with  sentimental  bat 
new  medium  for  me".  gramme  on  Thursday,  foe  effective  stuff  about  the  need 

Enjoying  her  unfamiliar  Duchess  was  fun  of  praise  for  to  give  children  hues  Ferete's 
state  of  consciousness,  she  that  other  member  of  the  attempted  imitaHXn'  _ 


reminds  the  public  what  they 
liked  about  the  other  one. 

The  princess  was  regarded 
as  sexy,  the  duchess  as  sex- 


do  Ing  away  with  yourself?” — The  ability  of  the  royal  fetnily 
she  again  answered,  “Can’t  to  assimilate  new  members,  a 


even  spell  the  word",  creating  trick  on  which  its  fixture  will 
an  effect  reminiscent  of  the  depend,  must  again  be  sev- 


Two  Ronnies  sketch  in  which  I erely  questioned. 


groups  renting  satellite  space,  Mark  I «snn  state  erf  consciousness,  she  MotenSterfK 

emerpnsirig  football  dubs  and  even  the  BBC  itself  ...  bas  spent  most  of  this  week  Royal  First  Wives  Club:  “[Di- 

w men  isnt  prohibited  from  entering  the  pay-per-view  * *""*  " promoting  the  book  in  news-  ana]  was  my  friend  and  she  is 

market  as  long  its  ventures  aren’t  financed  bv  licence  SOME  w^eks-  1 paper,  television  and  radio  in-  my  sister.  We  are  stffl.  ste- 
in come.  Unless  any  of  these,  individuallv  or  collec-  §—«  hav^  ^e?t  ferviews  in  Britain  and  ters."  She  means,  presum- 

tivelv  can  set  their  art  towithk*.  v?r  ^Uec  I ments  trying  to  predict  America.  If  this  woman  for  ahly,  a relationship  of  solidar- 

_n?ir  a<?  topefter.  Mr  Murdoch  will  use  I the  opening  line  of  the  whom  smells  are  imnorhmt 


a man  always  answers  foe 
question  before  last  (Some 
one-liners,  apparently  pre- 
pared for  a speech  at  a Iec- 


Monarchists  bleat  that  Fer- 
gie was  simply  unsuitable 
material  for  foe  Family,  but 
you  suspect  that  she  has  more 


tern,  were  hastily  adapted  to  than  a Utile  to  common,  in 


smile  takes  a minute  and  costs 
very  little”  — simply  makes 
you  wonder  how  many  people 
need  a whole  60  seconds  to 


Interview  format 
here  for  the  truth' 


“I  stand 
, she  told 


both  temperament  and  llfe- 


, I style,  with  HRH  Princess 

£ue  MacGregor.  T,  er,  sit  Miffgaret,  whose  question- 


here  for  the  truth.”) 


able  taste  an<)  judgment  have 


The  book  and  interviews  been  acmmTnodatprf  by  the 
leave  little  doubt  that  Sarah,  monarchy  because  she  had 


digital  signals  then  — since  few  tjeoule  would  want  to  apology  were  unlikely,  in  her  life  foe  stench  of  dteas- 

buy  two  of  these  expensive  decoders he  will  control  Defia°?e  degg*  Even  old  “Pinky'1  Salmon 

the  Mtan/iu  +«  1 . “V  aectv1  , ^onprQl  more  her  style:  “Everything  I would  be  forced  to  owiclud? 

*5®  diSHal  age  for  the  BBC  and  other  did.  I did  for  my  country”,  that  old  Fergie  has  mad*  a 


set  natton.  Yet  Fergie’s  real  problem 
i taste  in  was  Diana.  There  is  a mo- 
decoration  ment  in  many  spy  thrillers 


rvyrruT 7'^  ©we  was  mirrored  in  bat  selection  when  an  agent  realises  that 

DtoSr  .COIltr?Iled  Wf  friedds.  She  still  seems  to  the  ccdleaguewbo  has  seemed 


companies  as  well 


S^Jvh^fir esbsxsts 


she  displayed  a sophistical 


tod  (high  capacity!  ottcrtBta^  w 'K 


relevant.  Illiterate,  un-tofor-  lan  Starkie.  Yet  the  hero  and 
matwe.  it  perfectly  sets  the  heroine  of  her  book  — her 


blonde  with  a takmt  for  dra- 


neaisea  answers. 

Asked  by  EUsabeth  Grice  in 


matistog  her  own  suffering:  If  foe  Daffy  TteZegraph  whether 
you  then  tried  to  create  a she  had  rantpmpiqf^d 


traditions  of  foe  royal  family  although  foe  well-document- 
had  necessitated  an  arranged.  ed  tendency  of  the  very  at- 


loveless  marriage  between  tractive  to  befriend  foe  highly 
two  unsuitable  people.  Yet  a unattractive  must  be  constd- 


•5n—«o35r3  srastM'ac 

fee  roads  for  cabling  or  to  disfigure  our  streets  wife  smells  are  important  who  fbl-  piur^mme  T)ads”,  and  Di-  tou  would  nhimn  for  a ^ 1 wse  opposite— - an  apparently  their  destinies  that  only  one 

mrn.onc  of  satemte  dishes.  lows  her  no*-.  Or  -Skn.  so*  Princess  of  SflSoSS 


Sue  MacGregor  phrased  foe 


genuine  romantic  and  sexual  of  them  could  win  the  sympa- 
match,  produced  through  thy  of  foe  public. 


t>  \&P 


*5-  ,#? 
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The  hunting  of  the 
quark  of  politics 
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policies  and  are  either  happy  | lively  untouched  tone  of  per- ) paigny  and  political  personal  - 


with  or  are  unaware  of  con- 
tradictions. Sven  where  they 
are  not  notably  partisan,  and 
even  if  they  also  offer,  sus- 
tained analysis,  the  media  as- 


sonal  morality  can  provide, 
for  a while,  a place  where  pol- 


ities are  often  now 
“reviewed"  with  the  same  vo- 


slst  In  the  transmission  of  the  heart 


iticians  can  successfully  show  cabulary  that  might  be  used 
theselves  as  people  who  mean  for  a play  or  a television 
what  they  say  and  speak  from  series.  We  speak  of  the  char- 


highly  simplified,  short,  unre-  An  overwhelming  concern  Clrntnn  is  concerned,  as  code 
lated,  messages.  tration  on  what  will  play  well  fbr  sexual  misbehaviour  or  fi- 

Voters  are  saturated  with  and  a need  to  try  to  establish  nanniai  corruption.  But  the 
these  messages  and  appeals  what  that  is  in  advance  is  evi-  real  character  issue  may  be 
which  have  supposedly  been  dent  among  new  politicians,  that  we  review  leading  politi- 
crafted,  after  all  the  polls  and  Some  would  see  politics  in-  Hanc  — and  . all  democracies 
focus  work,  with  their  desires  fleeted  by  the  entertainment  are  converging  toward  a pres- 
in mind.  This  is  a more  and  Industry,  functioning  like  a idential  form  — as  if  they 
more  expensive  and  suppos-  fearful  Bollywood  trying  to  were  great  actors,  criticising 
eefly  more  and  more  reliable  repeat  last  years’s-  hits  and  less  their  rbarartar  than  their 
branch  of  political  work.  Yet  changing  the  ending  of  frimg  performance.  So  the  public 
these  crafted  messages  are  if  the  try-out  audiences  react  becomes  accustomed  to  the 
not  all  that  wen  received,  badly.  It  is  not  so  much  that  idea  that,  like  the  movies,  like 
even  though  people  often  parties,  in  the  quaint  phrase  television,  like  sport,  this  is 


acter  issue,  at  least  as  far  as 
Clinton  is  concerned,  as  code 


Commentary 


which  have  supposedly  been 
crafted,  after  all  the  polls  and 
focus  work,  with  their  desires 
in  mind.  This  is  a more  and 

♦H-f  im,  il  4.  1 more  expensive  and  suppos- 

tnat  Doth  took  money  m even  rlc.  The  public  wants  to  know  edly  more  and  more  reliable 
larger  amounts  than  in  the  what  the  politicians  represent  branch  of  political  work.  Yet 
past  from  domestic  and  for-  and  how  to  react  to  the  politl-  these  crafted  messages  are 

M ■■  c°“Parues  and  groups,  cal  scene,  and  takes  its  cue  not  all  that  well  received, 

laititt  This  buying  your  own  deregu-  from  the  media,  from  which  it  even  though  people  often 

1 or  buying  your  own  picks  up,  ready  made,  all  repeat  them  in  talking  about 
WAftllaMH  ^ out-  kinds  of  formulas  for  express-  politics.  The  flaw  Is  that  ritti- 

ww  UUllcflCUil  **  ®^®o  wrong  that  ing political  views.  The  media  do  not  seem  to  like  the 

these  bribes  should  be  passed  want  to  offer  themselves  as  idea  of  politicians  appeasing 
on  to  the  media,  mainly  tele-  critics  of  the  political  dags  fham  in  this  way.  They  are 
vision,  in  the  form  of  pay-  and  as  experts  on  public  op  in-  aware  of  how  volatile,  fleet- 

■ - ..  Political .advertising,  ion,  and  they  seek  to  measure  ing,  and  derivative  much  of 

T HAS  lone  been  accented  ?!rL<u*tZ5  Industry  both.  At  each  point  of  the  trir  what  they  think  is  and  do  not 

in  science  thattoe  actor  iSiES?®11  mvestae?a°°  81111  aneIe  tfiere  to  an  attempt  to  regard  it,  in  the  last  resort,  as 
measu  rSent  cS  opfofon  managexnent  with  its  measure  the  others  - and  a proper  basis  for  politics, 

the  ttn^p  being  measured  consultan^'  caja-  modify  behaviour  accord-  This  is  not  the  manner  in 

TOenSow  .Pinners,  and  focus-  Ingly  - but  the  actors,  which  they  want  to  be  heeded. 

2 oS  <«>  gr2??  JmP^arlos.  whether  politicians,  press,  or  Although  voters  often  pun- 


Shared 
memory 
of  loss 


a tne  tning  being  measured. 
Laymen  grope  with  the  no- 
tion of  particles  so  elusive 
and  changeable  that  captur- 
ing them  for  a iTiflii  wfinrt  is 
a triumph.  Something  similar 


®fnred-  paign  planners,  and  focus- 
the  no-  group  Impresarios. 


But  less  often  asked  is  what  public,  are  no'  longer 
exactly  is  going  on  in  this  ex-  autonomous. 


change  other  than  the  trans-  They  seek  the  basis  for 
fer  of  money  from  business  to  action  In  the  desires  *»nd  ftj- 


lgly  — but  the  actors,  which  they  want  to  be  heeded, 
hether  politicians,  press,  or  Although  voters  often  pun- 
ablic,  are  no  longer  isb  authenticity  they  sIra 
itonomous.  respect  it,  which  Is  Why  poli- 

They  seek  the  basis  for  ticians  like  Enoch  Powell 


There  is  a hunger 
for  authenticity 
as  the  number 
of  confected 
political 

appeals  increases 


another  form  of  offering 
which  they  can  enjoy,  accept, 
or  dismiss  as  performance. 

The  feet  that  It  involves  the 
central  derl «inn.maMng  pro- 
cesses in  our  societies  Is  not 
forgotten,  exactly,  but  un- 
doubtedly recedes. 

The  theatre  is  not  a new 
metaphor  for  politics,  and  pol- 
iticians, by  definition,  have 
always  sought  the  measure  of  i 


Martin  Kettle 


IOR  connoisseurs  of  this 
newspaper  quite  the 
most  remarkable  event 


k bSwl,  h^rSrZ,  from  business  to  action  In  the  desires  and  In-  have  always  had  the  regard 

Dolltfrs^whf^-P  fha  >mntw  ^ B£ltic?n8  to  °le  media»  and  tendons  of  others.  But  those  even  of  those  who  intensely 
the  nSrk  .wl  ^ SKSHL?  returns  to  donors  in  the  desires  are  increasingly  fee-  dislike  their  ideas.  Thereisa 
menftrvninS^tt^mhr^  concessions  and  ble  o*r  felse  because  all  look  to  hunger  for  authenticity  as  the 

2^*  hSJSSS0*-*  the.  modifications  to  legislation,  each  other  for  a lead.  This  is  a number  of  confected  political 


has  become  so  central  an 
activity. 

An  erosion  of  the  relative 
autonomy  of  public  opinion, 
of  the  media,  and  of  politi- 
cians was  especially  apparent 
during  the  American  elec- 
tions. where  vast  financing 


used  when  discussing  these  ance  of  that  opinion,  and  the 
subjects  20  years  ago.  have  slavishness  with  which  some 
had  to  adapt  themselves  to  politicians  respond  to  it  is 
the  “television  age".  new.  It  is  a double  process  of 


public  opinion.  Yet  the  effort  of  this  week  look  place  behind 
beginning  to  be  invested  in  our  own  closed  doors  and 
calibrating  every  shifting  nu-  went  properly  unre  ported  in 


The  rest  of  what  is  happen-  triangulation  that  may  qiattpr  appeals  increases.  This  need 
ing,  however,  is  arguably  more  than  the  one  Dick  Mor-  may  be  one  explanation  for 
more  pernicious  than  the  ris  offered  Bill  Clinton,  the  the  movement  by  politicians 
bribery.  The  process  is  one  of  one  that  supposedly  allows  into  the  area  erf  personal  mo- 
endless  consultation  between  your  modem  politician  to  rality.  If  there  is  a sense  that 


That  suggests-  politicians  investigating  and  micro-xoan- 
working  from  a stout  agenda  aging  public  opinion,  in 


ance  of  that  opinion,  and  the  the  following  day’s  edition, 
slavishness  with  which  some  Nevertheless,  in  my  dozen 
politicians  respond  to  it  is  years  at  the  paper  I have 
new.  It  is  a double  process  of  never  known  the  like  of  it. 
investigating  and  micro-man-  Every  morning  the  Guard- 


endless  consultation,  between  your  modem  politician  to 
increasingly  uncertain  pick  policies  from  both  left 
groups.  Here  is  the  quark  fee-  and  right  But  there  is  a con- 
tor.  The  politicians  want  to  nection  between  the  two  tri- 


appeals increases.  This  need  which  they  then  have  to  which  politicians  and  public, 
may  be  one  explanation  for  translate  into  die  requisite  with  the  asssitance  of  the 
the  movement  by  politicians  soundbites,  rebuttals  and  dis-  press  and  broadcasting,  ex- 
into  the  area  of  personal  mo-  courses  on  newness.  No,  the  change  these  constantly 
rality.  If  there  is  a sense  that  suspicion  grows  that  the  solid  amended,  touched  up,  and 


your  modem  politician  to  rality.  If  there  is  a sense  that  suspicion  grows  that  the  solid 
pick  policies  from  both  left  broader  appeals  are  failing  agenda  has  become  diffuse,  a 
and  right  But  there  is  a con-  because  of  a certain  conver-  product  of  the  efforts  to  ascer- 
nection  between  the  two  tri-  genes  between  right  and  left,  tain  and  play  to  public  feel- 


aging  public  opinion,  in  ian  holds  a meeting  in  the 
which  politicians  and  public,  editor’s  office,  it  is  known 
with  the  asssitance  of  the  universally  as  the  10.30, 
press  and  broadcasting,  ex-  though  it  normally  takes 
change  these  constantly  place  at  about  20  to*  11.  It’s 


***f38erates  tendencies  seen  find  out  what  the  public  angles,  because  the  Morris  and  because  voters  are  wary  ing,  and  that  the  rnggwge,  in 

“i®  American  wants  so  that  they  can  give  it  kind  erf  triangulation  can  only  of  their  own  opinions  being  other  words,  has  become  the 

been  Pf°Pet?y  to  them,  or  at  least  defer  to  work  when  people  have  lost  regurgitated  in  political  cam-  medium, 

cnti asea  tor  corruption,  m public  desires  in  their  rheto-  interest  in  the  coherence  of  paign  ing,  perhaps  the  rela-  It  is  interesting  that  cam- 


product  of  the  effbrts  to  ascer-  messages.  But  it  is  a public 
tain  and  play  to  public  feel-  opinion  that  senses  its  own 


amended,  touched  up,  and  both  a post  mortem  on  last 
cumlatively  contradictory  night’s  paper  and  an  early 


medium. 

It  is  interesting  that  cam- 


inauthenticity  and  still 
craves  an  alder,  bolder  and 


discussion  about  tonight's 
edition.  People  explain  what 
is  planned  for  the  various  bits 
erf  the  paper  and  there’s  a 


more  self-reliant  kind  of  general  discussion  about 


poltidan. 


longer-term  ideas. 

Last  Monday’s  10.30  started 


those  on  the  left  who  will 
offer  a facile  explanation. 
They  wDi  see  it  as  just  an- 
other in  a long  line  of  compro- 
mises with  the  culture  of  the 
English  establishment.  Proba- 
bly some  will  say  that  it 
proves  what  they  have  sus- 
pected about  tbe  Guardian  all 
along.  Others  on  the  right  will 
take  the  opposite  view,  sur- 
prised by  an  anecdote  that 
runs  counter  to  their  stereo- 
typical view  of  this  news- 
paper as  a borne  for  dedicated 
subversives  and  inveterate 
Iconoclasts.  .And  there  are 
certainly  those  who  think  it 
only  goes  to  show  the  cultural 
power  of  the  tabloids  which 
have  done  so  much  to  flam  up 
tbe  campaign  for  a national 
stoppage  on  November  11. 

1 think  it  indicated  some- 
thing less  precise,  less  nar- 
row-minded and  at  the  same 
time  more  profound.  It  exists 
much  more  widely  than  the 
Guardian.  Indeed,  ihe  fact 
that  it  includes  the  Guardian 
proves  just  how  widespread  it 
must  be.  To  me  it  speaks  not 
of  any  compromise  with  na- 
tionalism. militarism  or  even 
the*  nerve  of  resistance.  1 
think  it  is  more  likely  that  it 
says  something  about  the  gen- 
eration which  attends  these 
meetings,  that  it  iUuniinates 
tbe  instinctive  human  appre- 
ciation of  peace  and  quid 
and.  above  all.  that  it  articu- 
lates the  unriimumble  sense  of 
community’  which  survives  in 
all  of  us  in  spile  or  all  the 
assaults  to  which  it  is 
subjected. 

It  is  undoubtedly  strange 
that  after  half  a century-  in 
which  our  people  have  not 
been  engaged  in  a European 
war,  the  impulse  to  partici- 
pate in  remembrance  should 
have  increased  rather  than 
diminished.  But  however 


How  BBC 
drama 
is  being 
neutered 


Alan  Plater  knows  a bit  about 
the  world  of  plays  for  TV  and 
radio?  and  he’s  convinced  that 
the  Birtian  BBC-management 
revolution  is  making  that  world 
a hard  and  deeply  depressing  - 
if  sometimes  laughable  - place 


late  as  usual  The  inquest  into  strange  it  may  be  il  is  also 


:tT~  ■■  * - .'*-v  y - - • 


that  morning’s  paper  and  the 

— I quote  directly  from  my  reading  of  the  early  news  lists 

fax  on  the  subject  went  on  for  nearly  20  min- 

"P25  — I find  it  incompre-  utes.  As  11  o’clock  loomed,  it 
hensible  that  we  can  have  was  the  turn  of  the  features 
’ bastard,  sod  and  tosser  but  editor  to  speak  to  his  list.  But 
not  pillock,  which  has  a noble  at  this  point  the  editor  quietly 
lineage  and  makes  a sweet  leant  forward  and  said  “Shall 
and  harmless  sound.  It  was  we  take  a two  minutes’ 
good  enough  for  Shakespeare  silence  at  this  point?”  Nobody 

— *Pillicock  sat  on  Pffljcock-  objected.  And  so  that  is  what 
hill’  (in  King  Lear)  and  I we  all  did. 

think  we  could  fight  for  this  Perhaps  long  ago  on  tbe 
(me.”  Manchester  Guardian  be- 


editor  to  speak  to  his  list.  But 
at  this  point  the  editor  quietly 
leant  forward  and  said,  “Shall 


silence  at  this  point?”  Nobody 


true.  The  era  in  which  such 
remembrance  events  could  be 
depicted  as  merely  right- 
wing,  nationalistic  and  pri- 
vate to  those  who  had  fought 
has  long  gone.  The  instinct  to 
share  these  memories  is  now 
much  wider. 

It  goes  without  saying  that 
for  many  people  in  Britain 


objected.  And  so  that  is  what  such  remembrance  remains 


we  all  did. 

Perhaps  long  ago  on  tbe 
Manchester  Guardian  be- 


Eventually  I won  my  pH-  tween  tbe  wars  they  used  to 
lock  by  trading  it  for  a bugger  pause  from  their  labours  at 
on  page  101.  In  a subsequent  this  hour  too.  But  1 am  not 
episode  a serial  thief  known  aware  that  such  a moment 
as  the  Pisser  had  become  the  was  observed  here  within 


Micturator.  the  last  tfnw  I 
glimpsed  the  script  This  kind 


many  people’s  living  mem- 
ory. On  the  whole.  I think  the 


of  time-wasting,  moonstruck  culture  of  the  Guardian  used 
nonsense  is  tbe  logical  conclu-  to  be  unspokenly  sniffy  about 


sion  of  patting  your  faith  in  popple?  and 
management  strategies  and  remembrance. 
mission  statements.  Last  year,  we  \ 


official 


T 


tatements.  Last  year,  we  wrote  an  edi- 

torial supporting  tbe  idea  of  a 
HE  brutal  feet  is  national  silence.  However, 
that  most  of  the  since  November  11  fell  on  a 
people  working  for  Saturday  in  1995,  this  year 
the  BBC  are  less  was  the  first  time  we  had 
concerned  with  been  called  upon  to  put  our 


\r  r 

M / 


■■  concerned  with  been  called  upon  to  put  our 
keeping  promises  than  with  silence  where  our  mouth  is.  1 
keeping  their  jobs.  That  is  the  hadn't  expected  it  and,  per- 
underlying  premise  of  the  haps  because  we  all  caught 


bound  up  with  a nostalgic 
sense  of  tbe  end  of  national 
greatness  and  certainty.  For 
some  these  November  cere- 
monies are.  of  course,  a defi- 
ant affirmation  oflost  power. 
And  they  cannot  also  fail  to 
contribute  a meaning  within 
the  irresistible  public  debate 
about  British  identity,  the  sta- 
bility of  our  institutions  and 
our  place  in  Europe. 

BUT  we  also  take  part  in 
these  events  because  in 
various  ways  they  con- 
tinue to  affirm  something  im- 
portant about  a shared  past,  a 
common  inherited  memory 
and  a collective  present.  They 
speak  of  the  pain  of  the  20th 


silence  where  our  mouth  is.  I century.  They  have  become  a 
hadn't  expected  it  and,  per-  witness  against  the  banality 


current  bout  of  missionary 
zeal  sacking  a few  thousand 


ourselves  slightly  by  sur- 
prise, we  all  stayed  silently 


people  to  help  pay  for  the  seated  last  Monday.  Next  year 
digital-information  revolu-  maybe  we  will  stand  up.  as  we 


T 


HE  SPIN  doctors  at  plays  for  a man  called  Vivian 
BBC  Television  Daniels,  who  produced  drama 
Centre  will,  no  for  the  network  from  BBC 

■ doubt,  have  spotted  Manchester.  He  was  pro- 
another  letter  to  the  ducer,  director,  script  editor 
Guardian  from  the  Writers’  and,  crucially,  guide  and  men- 
Gufld  of  Great  Britain  and  tor.  Working  from  a con- 


^'4 

> 


filed  it  under  PW  for  Predict-,  verted  church  hall  in  Dicken- 
able  Whinge.  It  has  happened  son  Road  he  delivered  eight 
before,  during  the  Strange  plays  a year  to  tbe  network,  at 
Case  of  the  Disappearing  a time  when  BBC  and  1TV. 
Script  Unit  and  The  Inexplica-  between  them,  transmitted 
hie  Affair  of  Extending  about  300  plays  a year.  Today. 
Choice,  and  it  will  no  doubt  with  four  terrestrial  chan- 
happen  again.  nels,  the  total  is  probably  less 

Our  problem,  as  writers,  is  than  50. 
that  we  ask  silly  questions  The  great  Alfred  Bradley 
like:  why,  if  they,  are  called  performed  a similar  function 
reforms,  do  they  always  make  In  radio  drama,  working  in 
things  worse?  TTie  Health  Ser-  Leeds.  He  and  Vivian  were 
vice,  state  education,  public  both  technically  responsible 
transport  and  a huge  range  of  to  departmental  heads  in  Lon* 
public  institutions  have  all  don.  hut  the  general  attitude 


* » 
■rs  • 
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tian  where,  naturally  enough, 
file  BBC  wants  to  be  at  the 


of  so  much  else  In  public  life. 
That  is  why  the  remembrance 
rituals  are  infinitely  more 
meaningful  than,  say,  the 
Trooping  of  the  Colour  or 
even  the  State  Opening  of 


cutting  edge,  whatever  that  observance  was  unimportant 
means.  to  the  future  of  the  world.  But 


In  itself  this  little  act  of  Parliament. 

iservance  was  unimportant  The  two  minutes  is  only  a 


In  the  midst  of  all  this  talk,  1 think  It  was  nevertheless  a 
one  question  remains  on-  small  indicative  act  of  our 
asked  and  therefore  up  an-  country  and  our  times.  Some- 
swered.  What  is  fire  informa-  thing  has  changed  — some- 
thin we  are  going  to  share?  thing  which  allowed  the  edi- 
Are  there  some  tablets  of  tor  to  make  the  suggestion 
stone,  previously  hidden  in  a that  he  did  and  which  encour- 


to  the  future  of  the  world.  But  gesture.  But  its  existence  — 
1 think  It  was  nevertheless  a and  in  particular  its  revival 


vault  or  buried  on  a moun-  aged  the  otherwise  bolshie,  be  more  serious.  Only  this 
tain-side,  that  will  transform  cynical  and  opinionated  crew  time  it  is  not  a person  who  is 
our  existence  and  carry  us  who  attend  such  meetings  to  surprising  himself,  but  a 
into  the  new  millennium  with  participate  without  awkward-  whole  nation  — including 
a whole  new  range  of  Insights  ness.  Doubtless  there  will  be  this  newspaper. 


been  reformed  to  Hell  and 
back  during  the  last  15  years 
and  we  are  still  being  assured 
that  the  Improvements  win 


was  to  let  the  Northern  lot  get 
on  with  it  rather  than,  have 
endless  meetings  that  might 
interrupt  valuable  production 


f } 


v 


begin  to  bite  in  the  next  week  and  drinking  time,  in  either 
or  10  days.  order.  Vivian  had  served  his 

The  signatories  to  the  time  in  radio  but  loved  televi- 
Guild’s  letter  on  Wednesday  sion  even  more.  Alfred  hated 
are,  in  a busy  world,  the  television  and  resisted  many 


names  that  could  be  rounded  attempts  to  bribe  him  across  { 
up  at  short  notice.  They  in-  the  border.  The  notion  of 
elude  Alan  Ayckbourn,  Ray  either  of  these  gifted  men  as 
Gai ton,  Harold  Pinter,  Jimmy  heads  of  a bi-medial  depart- 
Perry  Jade  Rosenthal,  Willy  ment  is  ludicrous.  And,  for 
Russeil  and  Victoria  Wood:  that  matter,  can  anyone  imag- 


whichever  way  you  analyse 
it.  a motley  lot  with  very  little 
In  fwwimnn  except  their  reluc- 
tance to  go  out  to  a proper  job 


into  the  human  condition? 
Answers  on  a postcard  please. 

The  conclusion  is  simple 
enough:  the  BBC  is  confused 
and  frightened.  It’s  nothing  to 
be  ashamed  of-  Also  among 
the  conftised  and  fearful  are 
ITV,  Channel  4,  and  all  our 
national  institutions  includ- 
ing the  royal  family  and  both 
political  parties. 

The  perceived  solution,  to 
rlimh  behind  barricades  of 
impenetrable  management 
Jargon  masquerading  as  intel- 
lectual analysis,  is  not  good 
enough-  Beyond  that,  the  ap- 
parent urge  to  embrace  the 
market  forces  (or  capitalism 
as  we  used  to  call  it)  in  search 
of  essential  virtue  is  doomed 
from  the  first  caress.  The 
market  forces  have  no  con- 
science: ask  Barings  bank.  In 
any  case,  Rupert  Murdoch  is 
the  smartest  operator  hi  the 
photomontage  RooER  tooth  village  and  has  a firm  grasp 
that  matter,  anyone  imag-  on  tbe  Marxist  principle  erf 

toe  -an  uglier  word  than  ‘hi-  Moving  on  to  the  250  prom-  dramatise  some  of  file  DaMel  nobody  communicated  any  (rf  controlling  the  means  of  dis- 

medial”  even  in  the  mighty  fees,  I cannot  teQ  a lie.  I and  Pascoe  novels  by  Regi-  this  directly  to  the  writers  — tribution.  What  the  BBC  stfll 

annafci  of  management  jar-  haven't  read  them;  I*m  still  nald  HflL  Essentially,  it’s  a Malcolm  Bradbury  and  my-  has  is  a production  capacity, 

goo?  The  iTnago  that  comes  to  hying  to  finish  . Extending  cop  show.  Dalziel  Is  an  old-  self — and  we  only  know  what  a talent  base  and  more  resid 


— is  nothing  less  than  a popu- 
lar triumph  against  tbe  odds. 
It  calls  to  mind  Philip  Lar- 
kin’s wonderful  phrase  about 
the  person  who  is  forever  sur- 
prising a hunger  in  himself  to 
be  more  serious.  Only  this 
time  it  is  not  a person  who  is 
surprising  himself,  but  a 


4.,?, 
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THERE’S  NO 
IMPERSONATING 
THIS  GREAT  NEW 

VIDEOv^>o 

JM? 

poev  li 


wprv  davand  I would  sug-  mind  is  of  acoalxnan  learning  Choice.  I freely  acknowledge  style  copper  who  swears  like 
thTnualitv  once  defined  to.  drive  a milk  float  only  to  that  these  promises  have  been-  an  old-style  copper.  One  of  the 
nrereauisite  for  the  discover  the  coalmine  is  made  because  Virginia  Bot-  many  joys  of  the  books  is 
^J^iiKSwriter  — a built-  dosed  and  the  cow  has  been  tomley  requested  something  Dalziel’s  creative  use  of  the 


we  read  in  the  papers. 


ual  loyally  than  it  deserves. 


r«,fi«cinnal  writer  — a built-  dosed  and  the  cow  has  been  tomley  requested  someming  uamers  creative  use  a 

daaghtered.  of  the  sort  from  the  Corpora-  profane.  Mamet  and  T 

wT on ifftoe  latest  garland  ' hi  the  60s,  the  average  Jour-  tion:  a mission  statement,  no  tino  win  awards  for  this 

- foTpSwe  ney  timefbr  a play,  radio  or  less.  But  what  happens  next?  of  work, 

and  television  are  television,  from  desk  to  audi-  Will  writers  have  to  learn  the  Presumably  when  the 

sain™  Se  ence,whsabout  three  months,  promises  and  recite  them  be-  agreed  to  do  the  series,  s 

cS.  whittled  tt  tore  work  every  day  nk,  w,  or*  reed  the  books.  It  al 

SSSontog andeditorial  res-  down  to  six  weeks.  These  used  to  at  pack  meetings  therefore  have  been  no 

portabilities  ^ — : — ; 

Each  script  is  sent  to  the  Head  of  Something  in  London 
3mp52  (I’ve  christened  him  the  Head  of  Buggery  and  Blasphemy) 

of  commandments  on  how  to  ; — 


slaughtered.  of  the  sort  from  the  Corpora-  profane.  Mamet  and  Taran- 

‘ in  fiie  60s,  the  average  jour-  tion:  a mission  statement,  no  tino  win  awards  for  this  class 
ney  time  for  a play,  radio  or  less.  But  what  happens  next?  of  work, 
television,  from  desk  to  audi-  Will  writers  have  to  learn  the  Presumably  when  the  BBC 
ence.  was  about  three  months,  promises  and  recite  them  be-  agreed  to  do  the  series,  same- 
In  Z Cars  days,  we  whittled  tt  fore  work  every  day  like  we  one  read  the  books.  It  should 
tn  six  weeks.  These  used  to  at  pads  meetings  therefore  have  been  no  sur- 


We  are  now  in  production  For  the  record,  the  Guild, 
with  a second  series  and  there  along  with  our  colleagues 
Is  a procedure.  Each  script  is  from  Equity  and  the  Musi- 
sent  from  Pebble  Mill  in  Bir-  clans'  Union,  fought  a totally 
mlngham  to  the  Head  of  uncompromising  battle  on  be- 
Something  in  London  (I’ve  half  of  the  Corporation  when 
christened  him  the  Head  of  we  met  the  Parliamentary 
Buggery  and  Blasphemy)  Heritage  committee:  tran- 


with  all  the  swear-words 
highiighipri-  He  then  sends  a 


scripts  available  on  request 
How  about  this  as  an  alter- 


memp  to  the  production  office  native  promise?  We,  the  BBC, 
with'  alternatives  where  he  will  honour  tbe  central  prin- 
feels  the  sensibilities  of  the  ciple  of  public  broadcasting 


nation  might  be  at  risk. 
Delete  “wankers"  — insert 


by  making  programmes 
which  place  tbe  needs  of  tbe 


achieve  Dn>.  days,  you  wait  six  weeks  for  when  we  were  m the  Cubs?  prise  when  the  scripts  ar-  hen";  delete  “cobblers"  — bl- 
and ethical  standards  P j^um  a phone  The  Cubs,  in  any  case,  man-  rived,  lightly  garnished  with  serf  “crap'*;  and  so  on. 

gramme-making  or.  d ^hark  on  aged  with  one  all-embracing  buggers  and  sods.  We  had  Hand  on  heart  none  of  this 

reformist  BngUM.uw  the  writiniz  process,  there  will  promise.  Christianity  has  made  our  concessions  and  is  invented,  I have  always 

dean  up  toe  act  we  recognise  ^ line  of  important  trouble  enough  with  10  com-  taken  out  the  fucks,  since  we  wanted  to  leak  a memo  and 
that  smell  and  it  s 7)GOQie  standing  between  toe  mandments.  In  my  dreams  I knew  the  show  was  destined  this  is  the  moment.  In  the 

blgeer  cartload  manus™**-  a^j  the  screen:  pro-  hear  a jazz  musician  saying:  for  BBCl  where  fuck  is  forbid-  course  erf  negotiations  over  an 

The  official^  rated  annus  jsonroducer.  associate  "That’s  a whole  gang  of  prom-  den,  unless  you  are  Billy  Con-  episode.  I mounted  a stout 

to  make  toe  oriptedi,  ises  you’ve  got  there.  Birt  nolly.  Yes.  Nancy,  it  Is  defence  of  toe  work  “pillock” 

g-«£?S£g  S Of  the  puUic  .TSTfe  sertes  went  out  — 

The  flaw  Is  that  30  years  ago,  --  has  been  concerned  earlier  this  year,  on  a Satnr- 


sert  “crap”;  and  so  on. 

Hand  on  heart  none  of  this 


"tossers";  delete  "Jesus  audience  first  We  will  do  so  1 
Christ”  — insert  "bloody  by  trusting  the  imagination  of ; 
heU”;  delete  “cobblers"  — in-  the  programme-makers  and  i 


the  Imagination  o£  toe  audi- 
ence in  the  sure  and  Certain 


is  invented.  I have  always  knowledge  that  in  the  long 
wanted  to  leak  a memo  and  run  nothing  else  matters  a 
this  is  the  moment  In  toe  damn. 
course  of  negotiations  over  an  Sign  here. 


course  of  negotiations  over  an 
episode.  I mounted  a stout 
defence  of  the  work  “pillock” 


© Alan  Plater  1996 


The  first  series  went  out 


The  flaw  is  that  30  yeare  nf  swearing,  of  debate  has  been  concerned  earlier  fids  year,  on  a Satnr- 

wben  I started  wortangto  ^ter.  Yet,  we  are  with-  sex,  violence  and  lan-  day  night,  after  the  lottery. 

radio  and  television,  toe  I wnom  more  I — * ^ ---v*  =« — > l m-.  — j 


--  -----j.  ..  -saured  the  BBC  is  now  more  guage.  and  it  might  fflrani-  We  found  an  audience  of  10 

was  more  efficient  tnan  it  » graving  as  one  who  nate  fire  discussion  if  I reveal  million  and  the  first  episode 

now.  I can  prove  it  anecdotal  “L  ™on  a prize  in  O-Ievel  how  toe  latter  problem  is  cur-  provoked  about  70  complaints 

hf.  and  given  a team  otjugW  ~tL  m categarl-  rently  dealt  with  on  toe  shop  about  toe  language.  After  that 

paid  City  accountants,  I could  ^tos.  ^ peonfo^ll  floor.  My  most  recent  wort,  it  quietened  down.  The  fig- 

prove  it  statistically  too.  cost  more  than  one.  for  BBC  television  has  been  to  ures  are  from  memory,  since 

I wrote  my  first  television 


THIS  WEEK'S  essayist,  Alan  Plater,  trained  a*  an 
Tchitent  hirfnrc  becoming  a fiHHfcoe  writer  fa 
i960.  Hteteleiifciow  nwmfches  fiBfiil  from  Z~CUr> 
end  Barehaeter  Chronicles  to  A Very  BifSsfi 
Coup  and  Tbe  EMdaHkeekeTiflegy;  Me  awards 
include  Baffles,  an  Bnmy,  the  RTS  Writer's 
Award  end  the  Geldae  Hseco  o»  Caoitfe.  He  has 
also  an  Won  for  acreen,  theatre  and  mRo 
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Available  at  all  good 
video  stockists 
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ister  seeks 


defence 


market  crisis  Intihe  sets  out  his  battle  plan 


may  lead  to 
a new  dawn 


DavMGowin  Bonn 


The  Delta  affair  may  be  good  news 
for  more  open  share  dealing  in  the 
future.  JOHN  HOOPER  investigates 


GREECE'S  reputation 
as  one  of  the  safer 
emerging  markets 
took  a ravaging  this 
week  when  a brokers’  boycott 
kept  the  Athens  stock  ex- 
change closed  until  Wednes- 
day. Normal  dealing  did  not 
resume  until  the  following 
day,  when  share  prices 
dropped  smartly,  ending  the 
session  an  average  of  &3  per 
cent  down. 

The  Athens  bourse  has 
been  trading  for  120  years.  , 
But  the  crisis  which  rocked  it 
thig  week  drew  attention  to  | 
failings  more  In  keeping  with  j 
the  wrrhanggfi  of  developing 
nations. 

It  erupted  when  one  of 
Greece’s  65  broking  houses. 
Delta  Securities,  tried  to  pay 
the  clearing  house  with  bad 
cheques  to  the  tune  of  2.6 
billion  drachmas  (£6A  mil- 
lion). Three  Delia  executives 
have  been  charged  with  fraud 
and  warned  not  to  leave  the 
country.  The  firm's  assets 
have  been  frozen  and  its  of- 
fices sealed. 

But  as  accusations  flew  that 
the  debts  arose  from  a price 
manipulation  ploy  that  had 
backfired,  the  clearing  house 
refused  to  pay  several  other 
brokerages.  Other  dealers 
claim  at  least  seven  firms,  in- 
cluding several  controlled  by 
state-owned  banks,  were 
caught  up  in  the  Delta  affair. 

This  scandal  has  dealt  a 
serious  blow  to  the  market* s 
credibility  and  ft  will  not  be 
restored  until  those  at  fault 
are  punished,”  said  Panayio- 
Us  Kondalexis,  president  of 
the  Association  of  Athens 
Stock  Exchange  Members. 

The  opposition  accused 
Greece’s  Socialist  govern- 
ment which  initially  tried  to 
Wash  its  hands  of  the  affair,  of 
a cover  up.  But  on  Tuesday 
night  the  National  Economy 
Minister,  Yannos  Papandon- 
iou.  ordered  an  audit  of  10 
brokerages,  promised  that  the 
state-run  clearing  house 
would  meet  part  of  Delta's 
debts  and  promised  legisla- 


tion to  safeguard  the  bourse 
'from  fixture  crises. 

Sources  close  to  the  market 
said  the  firm's  default  was 
linked  to  the  abrupt  rise  and 
fall  of  shares  in  a textiles 
I company,  Magrlzos.  Several 
other  brokerages  have  been 
accused  in  the  local  media  of 
conspiring  to  drive  up  prices 
by  means  of  bogus  trades, 
"selling  short”  the  shares  at 
artificially  Inflated  prices  and 
then  buying  the  equity  to 
cover  the  short  position  once 
the  price  had  fallen  back. 

Sources  close  to  the  market 
say  that  so-called  “wash  sell- 
ing" by  some  brokerages  has 
been  rife  for  years.  It  is  matte 
easier  by  a settlements  proce- 
dure under  which  deals  are 
meant  to  be  cleared  within 
three  days,  but  can  some- 
times take  40. 

The  temptation  to  cheat  has 
become  greater  because  of  the 
liberalising  of  commissions, 
which  has  made  it  more  diffi- 
cult to  break  even  In  a 
crowded  market  For  the  fore- 
seeable future,  file  Athens 
bourse  simply  will  not  be  able 
to  generate  enough  business 
for  65  brokerages. 

David  Mcllroy,  a portfolio 
manager  for  Foreign  and  Co- 
lonial’s Emerging  Markets  In- 
vestment Trust,  said:  “In  the 
short  term,  we  were  disap- 
pointed that  if  we’d  wanted  to 
sell  we  couldn’t  and  that 
there  were  no  contingency 
measures  in  place.  But  in  the 
longer  term,  if  new  regula- 
tions come  into  force,  it  is 
positive.” 

Anastasios  Adam,  vice- 
president  of  European  Emerg- 
ing Markets  at  Salomon 
Brothers  in  New  York, 
reckoned  Delta's  default  was 
a sign  the  regulations  already 
introduced  had  begun  to 
work. 

“It's  poor  press  for  :fhe 
country,  but  it's  also  a result 
of  moves  towards  a more 
transparent  market”  he  said. 

As  for  the  price  fall,  it  could 
be  a “buying  opportunity  for 
selected  stocks". 


1CK  Evans,  chief 
executive  of  Brit- 
ish Aerospace, 
would  . be  de- 
lighted if  he  could 
listen  into  Volker  ROhe,  Ger- 
man defence  minister,  in  full 

flood  about  his  vision  of  a 

truly  multinational,  pan- 
European  defence  industry  in 
10  years'  time. 

Mr  ROhe,  a pro-European 
who  likes  to  proclaim  his  Al- 
lan ticiat  commitment  — most 
notably  to  Nato  — shares 
Evans'  view  that,  maybe, 
early  in  the  new  mrrienniiim 
there  will  be  a single  Euro- 
pean firm  producing  the 
required  civilian  and  military 
hardware  and  software  for 
each  sector. 

The  German  defence  minis- 
ter. a passionate  Anglophile, 
personal  friend  of  Hong  Song 


governor  Chris  Fatten  and 
amused  observer  of  his  Brit- 
ish counterpart  Michael  Por- 
tillo, believes  European  de- 
fence firms  have  to  go  way 
beyond  the  current  phase  of 
specific  joint  ventures  and 
tie-ups. 

“Either  there's  a European 
defence  industry  or  there's  no 
defence  industry,”  he  said  in 
an  interview  in  Bonn  this 
week.  So  far.  there  were 
national  defence  industries 
which  bad  began  to  integrate 
and  co-operate,  but  there 
were  very  big  national  egos  to 
overcome. 

He  finds  it  incredible,  for 
instance,  that  Europe  Is  plan- 
ning three  separate  fighter 
jets:  Eurofighter,  the  joint 
Brltish-German-Italian-S  pan- 
i ish  project;  Rafale,  the  French 
design;  and  Grippen.  the 
Swedish  model. 

He  wants  to  go  further  than 
the  four-nation  Airbus  con- 


sortium’s plans  to  turn 
Boeing’s  fiercest  rival  Into  a 
self-standing  company  within 
a few  years.  ‘There  should  be 
only  one  European  frigate 
and  one  European  task,”  he 

says.  

But  the  long  controversy 
over  procuring,  let  alone  fi- 
nancing, the  £42  billion  Euro- 
fighter  project  for  620  aircraft 
at  a time  of  severe  budgetary 
pressure  and  transformed  in- 
ternational relations  indi- 
cates the  gap  between  inten- 
tion and  implementation. 

Britain  wanted  to  proceed 
by  1997  with  start-up  produc- 
I tion,  and  has  said  it  will  order 
232  aircraft  There  are  grow- 
ing signs  that  even  a cash- 
strapped  Germany  will,  early 
i)eyt  year,  order  180  aircraft. 
But  it  still  requires  a me- 
dium-term  financing  deal  to 
be  thrashed  oat  between  Mr 
R&he’s  defence  ministry, 
Theo  Waigel's  finance  minis- 


try «nd  the  defence  industry. 
That  is  now  seen  as  increas- 
ingly likely,  guaranteeing  up 
to  WJQW  British  jobs. 

But  Mr  ROhe,  partly  be- 
cause be  Is  a geo-political 
strategist  rather  than  a busi- 
nessman, is  reluctant  to  dis- 
cuss in  detail  bow-  single 
European  defence  firms 
would  be  forged  and  shaped. 

He  is  also  unclear  whether 
they  should  form  in  effect 
European-based  monopolies 
that  would  compete  for  pro- 
curement contracts,  or 
whether  they  should  face 
intra-European  competition. 
Or  Indeed  whether  there 
rfwmirf  be  some  mechanism 
for  enforcing  a “bay  Euro- 
pean” policy. 

That  win  be  up  to  commer- 


cial markets,  but  politicians 
can  give  what  he  calls  “Euro- 
peanisation” within  the  glob- 
alisation of  industry  and  ser- 
vices. And  certain  European 


countries  would  be  well- 
placed  to  provide  the  unique 
arms  project  — Germany,  for 
instance,  the  successor  to  the 
Leopard  2 tank. 

hi  America,  .be  pointed  out, 
they  have  one  US  tank,  not  a 

T^ilglopa  tank.'  Ha  HdnlfH 

that  In  Europe.  Germany  Is 
best  in  the  Owl  of  tanks,  and 
others  elsewhere.  So  you 
would  have  leading  producer- 
nations,  but  not  designated  by 
politicians' decisions. 

Mr  ROhe,  fervently  pro- 
Nato  but  for  an  expanded  alli- 
ance with  a stronger  Euro- 
pean pillar,  even  envisages 
the  new  pan-European  firms 
of  the  near  future  engaged  in 
Joint  ventures  with  erstwhile 
American  rivals. 

This  is  not  always  under- 
stood in  Britain,  he  asserted, 
■gmUiwg  The  Americans  were 
more  ready  for  a two-way 
street  than  was  understood  on 
the  British  side  of  the  Chan- 


nel because  of  the  need  to 
reach  a balanced  budget 

Inevitably,  the  creation  of 
pan-European  firms  will 
mean  even  more  savage  job- 
cuts.  Mr  ROhe  pointed  out 
that  he  Is  not  a employment 
minister  but  that  without 
European  integration,  there 
would  be  no  jobs  at  all. 

As  a Hamburg  deputy,  Mr 
ROhe  is  aware  of  the  impor- 
tance of  jobs.  But.  Just  as  he 
sees  integration  spurred  by 
globalisation,  so  does  he  pro- 
claim the  need  for  German 
Anns  to  face  the  new  interna- 
tional division  of  labour. 

All,  however,  is  not  lost. 
Daimler-Benz,  In  his  Ham- 
burg homeland,  he  says,  has 
already  made  far-re aching 
changes  to  working  practices 
; that  are  little  known  outside. 

| Employees  are  now  organised 
Into  small  profit-centres 
which  compete  with  each 
other  and  with  other  plants. 


Suits  of 
silk  to 
seduce 
the 
stylish 


Hugo  Boss  brings 
up-market  line 
to  Britain,  reports 
JULIA  GIERTZ 


Understated . . . Werner  Baldessarini 


T ASTE,  curiosity  and  a 
passion  for  doth  are 
vital  prerequisites  for 
any  fashion  designer,  and 
Werner  Baldessarlm,  dep- 
uty chief  executive  of  men's 
fashion  supplier  Hugo 
Boss,  has  all  three.  Caress- 
ing a dark  pink  cashmere 
jacket . — a best-seller  last 
winter  and  part  of  the  ^ne 
n anted  -after  him  — he . 
mumbles:  “It  Js  hard  to 
imagine  an  Improvement.” 

Mr  Baldessarini,  the  com- 
pany*s  creative  director,  ac- 1 
quired  Ms  own  label  in 
1993.  The  company,  con- 
trolled by  the  Italian 
group  Marzotto,  launched 
two  new  lines  alongside  the 
traditional  Hugo  Boss 
brand:  Baldessarini  for  the 
quality-oriented  conserva- 
tive market  and  Hugo  for 
young,  daring  men. 

Although  all  over  Europe 
consumers  have  less  money 
in  their  pockets,  the  luxury 
brand  is  popular.  Last 
year’s  sales  rose  by  57  per 
cent  to  DM  13.5  million 
(£5.4  nmilllon),  contribut- 
ing x.5  per  cent  to  the  over- 
all turnover  of  DM900  mil- 
lion. While  Hugo  was  a big 
success  with  British  men, 
the  UK  is  as  yet  uncon- 
qnered  by  BaldessaxlnL  Tf 
we  find  a competent  part- 
ner, who  understands  the 
philosophy  of  our  prodnct, 
Baldessarini  could  already 
be  on  the  shelves  next 
year,”  explains  Mr 
Baldessarini. 

The  trader  he  is  looking 


Wintry  ambition ...  What  Hugo  Boss  wants  British  men  to  wear  next  winter 


for  has  to  be  able  to  con- 
vince people  to  pay  £600  for 
an  Baldessarini  suit,  al- 
most 50  per  cent  more  than 
for  one  with  a Hager  Boss 
label.  Bat  Mr  Baldessarini 
Is  confident  that  consumers 
will  go  for  quality-  “Medi- ' 
ocrity  has  a problem  today. , 
People  have  a feeling  for 
values  and  understand  that 
good  clothes  are  cheaper  In 
the  long  run.” 

The  UK,  with  a DM34  mil- 
lion sales  last  year,  is  the 
third  Important  foreign 
market  for  Boss  after  the 
US  and  France. 

Baldessarini  suits  do  not 
look  expensive,  bnt  a small 
thread  at  the.  shoulder  of 
the  Jacket  Agnate  the  de- 
tailed hand  work  that  goes 
Into  them.  Understatement 
la  the  trademark  of  the 
brand  — and  the  man,  as  a 
designer  he  is  focusing  not 
on  the  “fashionable  po- 
seur” but  on  the  distin- 


guished gentleman  who  en- 
joys nice  things  quietly. 

Mr  Baldessarini,  who  has 
Italian  ancestors,  grew  np 
with  fabrics  all  aronnd 
him.  His  parents  had  a hab- 
erdashery in  Munich, 
which  their  son  was  ex- 
pected to  inherit 

His  first  step  on  the 
career  ladder  was  being 
chosen  as  head  of  the  fam- 
ous Munich  men’s  fashion 
store,  Wagenheimer.  There 
he  was  - spotted  by  Uwe 
Holy,  grandson  of  the 
firm’s  founder  Hugo  Boss, 
who  brought  him  to  Suebia 
in  southern  Germany, 
where  he  has  worked  for 
Hugo  Boss  ever  since. 

As  chief  designer  his  ' 
main  task  Is  to  spend  up  to  1 
DM250  million  a year  on 
material.  Mr  Baldessarini 
seeks  inspiration  in  the 
world's  leading  cities  and 
their  street  fashion.  He 
travels  widely  and  brings 


back  his  impressions  to  the 
Boss  headquarters  in  Met- 
zingen,  where  he  tries  to  in- 
tegrate bits  of  it  into  his 
own  creations. 

Mr  Baldessarinl's  motto 
for  next  year’s  summer  col- 
lection is  “romantic  with  a 
dash  of  eroticism”.  The  ma- 
terials for  the  collection 
will  be  shot  silk  and  cotton 
mixed  with  silk.  The 
colours  will  be  blue,  green 
and  burgundy  against 
Mack.  Expect  tight  trousers 
with  loud  checks.  Casual, 
loose-fitting  suits  are  out, 
slim  silhouettes  are  in. 
Boss  suits  will  focus  on 
shoulders,  waist  and  bot- 
tom. Mr  Baldessarini 
forecasts. 

But  portly  men  need  not 
fear.  Mr  Baldessarini  sees 
fashion  also  as  a means  of 
covering  insufficiencies: 
“If  somebody  does  not  look 
like  Richard  Gere  we  help  a 
little  bit.” 


Italy’s  IRI  faces  debt  nightmare 


John  plow  hi  Han 


FOUNDED  under  fascism 
and  charged  with  the 
rescue  afltaly’s  depres- 
sion-struck Industrial  and 
banking  systems.  Istituto  per 
la  Rlcostrazione  Industrial© 
OKQ  is  now  being  nicknamed 
Istituto  del  Ruderl  Industrial!, 
or  the  Institute  of  Industrial 
Ruins. 

This  week  that  definition 
took  on  new  weight  Doting  a 
visit  to  Brussels,  treasury  min- 
ister Uflrio  fifarnpi  announced 
that  mTs  most  profitable  com- 
panies would  be  removed  from 
it  or  sold  This  wJD  leave  the 
IRI  group  bolding  the  strug- 
gling Alitalia,  money-losing 

construction  outfits  state 
broadcaster  Rah  *TRTs  mission 


as  a public  sector  holding  com- 
pany for  firms  operating  in  a 
state-sanctioned  moiiopolv 
reached  the  aid.”  Mr  Ciampi  i 
said.  This  a heavy  blow  to  a 
group  that  once  was  the  key 
player  in  Italy’s  economy. 

The  oaitreptece  of  the  opera- 
tion is  to  be  the  transfer  of  the 
telecoms  holding  company,' 
Stet,  to  the  Treasury.  The 
Treasury  will  take  over  IRTs 
debts  equivalent  to  Stet’s 
value-  Stet  win  be  merged  with 
Telecom  Italia,  and  privatised. 
Added  to  that  IRI  has  been 
told  to  sell  off  motorway  cam- 
: pany  Autostrada  Spa  and  Fin- 
mare,  a shipping  concern. 

This  will  help  head  off  a run- 
in  with  the  European  Commis- 
sion over  state  aid  to  industry. 
In  1993  the  Italian  government 
and  the  Commission  agreed 


that  OH  would  have  three 
years  to  reduce  its  debt  The 
Commission  has  now  granted 
a six-month  extension.  DU'S 
status  as  a Treasury-owned 
company  gives  its  companies  . 
access  to  special  rates,  distort- , 

tog  competition-  - - ! 

Anti-privatisation  lobbies 
have  blocked  legislation,  and 
IRTs  financial  position  has 
grown  dire.  Ttelecam  Italia  and 
mobile  concern  UM  were  to 
bare  been  said  next  March,  it 
wOl  now  happen  in  autumn 


1997. 

Removing  Stet  will  reduce 
the  23 £ trillion  lire  of  debt  to 
1L5.  but  some  45  trillion  lire 
of  debt  remains,  with  no  in- 
come to  pay  it  And  Italy’s  bro- 
ken promises  are  costing  credi- 
bility. “In  September  Roma 
was  guaranteeing  that  Stet 


would  be  privatised  by  spring 
1997.  Instead,  the  other  day  I 


1997.  Instead,  the  other  day  I 
was  told  it  couldn't  be  done  be- 
fore the  autumn,’*  Karel  Van 
Mlert,  the  competition  com- 
missioner, grumbled. 


TOURIST  RATES  — SANK  Mis 


Australia  24M 
Austria  17.17 
Belgium  502 B 
Canada  2.1770 
Cyprus  0.74 
Danmark  &4J 
Finland  7.48 


France  a_Z3 
Germany  24425 
Greece  388.00 
Hong  Kong  12.57 
India  60.54 
Ireland  amis 
Israel  6.38 


Italy  2485 
Malta  05785 
Netherlands  27420 
New  Zealand  £27 
Norway  1027 
Portugal  Z47.Q0 
SaudJ  Arabia  Ml 


'Singapore  £3S 
Sown  Africa  7.56 

Spain  205.40  . 
Sweden  10.86 
Sahzeriami  2.05 
Turkey  158,640 
USA  1.6300 
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PPosition  hardens  stand  against  pay  bonanza  • Pensioners  and  unions  join  in  condemnation  Notebook 

rat  cats’  in  Labour  siohts  Nation  couE 


Labour  sights 


still  spoil  it  all 


iaf* 


Chris  Barrio  and 
CeUaWaston 


Imd  mergers  recen*:  ^£eovers  | pay  bonanza  to  be  used  in-  j abuse  is  handing  out  windfall  | Secretary,  Tan  Lang,  declined  | by  power  company  leaders. 


stead  to  eliminate  standing  gains  to  a few,  Labour’s  wind-  to  condemn  the  payouts. 


L 


Ao  -clmi_  . . — — ~ gains  to  a few,  Labour’s  wind-  to  condemn  the  payouts.  But  the  Association  of  British 

~™.  Pensioners  mid  unions  charges  on  electricity  bills  for  tall  tax  on  the  excess  profits  Boardroom  “adjustments”  Insurers,  representing  insti- 

conaemned  the 'huge  pay-  the  elderly.  at  the  privatised  utilities  win  were  a matter  for  the  direc-  tutional  investors  who  own 


ABOITR  vPRtorrfno  ‘ vry'  ai  me  pnvanseo  uuuues  will  were  a matter  tor  tne  curec-  tutional  investors  who  own 

served  notice  on  thP  *2  - Swlft  came,  too,  fund  a Jobs  programme  for  tors  concerned,  he  said.  The  one  in  three  of  all  shares,  said 

nrivaMV^ii  to38  °f'  from  employee  represents-  the  many."  payouts  were  "entirely  sepa-  share  options  were  not  an  ap- 


□ rivaHeatl  i_j, — n«rT  i. ““  ui-  iroui  employee  represents-  me  many. 

fries  and  theS'  11  wc*nA  tives-  Mike  Jeram,  head  of  en-  Brian  Wilson,  Labour's  , 3y0«m 

ernment  that  iiWm  !«S^e£?d^M.0£C0rEI0'  ergy  at  to®  nnlon’  Unison,  campaigns  organiser,  con-  department  on  whether  to  l for  newly  privatised  concerns 

■ doom  nrfhi 11  w+  rate  excess  to  attack  Govern-  said:  "Coming  in  a week  detuned  ministers’  protesta-  * in  mn  I mni,  <•>*  BiaiMiL 


ie  many.”  payouts  were  “entirely  sepa-  share  options  were  not  an  ap- 

Brlan  Wilson,  Labour's  rate”  to  decisions  made  by  his  propriate  system  of  reward 


attack  Govern' 


not  back  down  orT’hi»nc"+^  ,tw  aLU*^*-  govern-  said:  Coming  in  a week  demned  ministers'  protesta-  allow  flrrther  takeovers  In  the  such  as  the  regional  electric- 

levy  a windfall  tex  ™5f  compiarency  and  pro-  when  we  learn  that  1,000  jobs  tions  about  the  utilities’  in-  power  industry.  tty  companies, 

exposing  fat  cat  uavmentlr tn  lts  P13115  for  are  to  go  in  Norweb  Retail,  ability  to  afford  the  windfall  Although  some  utilities  are  Meanwhile,  United  Utilities 

utility  industrv^“^“  ^ 00  the  priva-  affecting  mainly  low-paid  tax.  “They  will  sound  even  replacing  controversial  share  came  to  the  defence  of  former 

_.-tr  uusiry  executives  used  utilities.  mm  m«»hBTiB«r,ftBr+hBB.«B^ — 


As  for  the  underlying  pic- 
ture, there  will  be  no  serious 
surprises  for  those  who  recog- 
nised that  the  Government, 
desperate  to  plug  the  holes  in 
the  public  finances  before  the 
election,  disposed  of  Railtrack 
too  cheaply. 

Profits,  before  property 
gains,  climbed  to  £150  million 
from  £89  million,  although  a 
great  chunk  of  this  can  be  at- 


utility  industry  execuSvM  ^ 00  the  priva-  affecting  mainly  low-paid  tax  “They  will  sound  even  replacing  controversial  share  came  to  the  defence  of  former  iSSSSMlkr  ereat  chunk  rf thi«Rn«  taTaf 

will  be  hieh  mi  fh^nar+Se  . women,  it  shows  the  vast  gulf  more  hollow  after  these  reve-  option  schemes,  following  Norweb  chairman,  Ken  Har-  AIpv  Rnimmor  thl 

electoral  agenda.  part3^S  wfflf,**Hardian  3 analysis  between  the  haves  and  the  lations.”  And  he  attacked  the  recommendations  on  execu-  vey.  The  company  denied  his  ^nJmmQr  charKe  of  £ifl mSuon 

The  OoDositinn  hnrriAno^  based  on  compensation  have-nots  in  the  electricity  Prime  Minister  for  wielding  tive  pay  by  the  CBI-sponsured  salary  had  been  Increased  million  against 

its  to  executives  industry.”  little  influence  over  his  greed-  Greenbury  committee,  new  substantially,  stating  that  his 


its  stand -icnUnrt  w wsuuira  inousury.  mue  umueoace  over  ms  greea-  lireenuury  committee,  new  substantially,  stating  tnat  ms 

nama  for  I?®1  3^ar^s  tal£e"  Alan  Milburn,  a senior  lest  supporters.  “On  innumer-  long-term  incentive  plans  remuneration  of  £610,248  in- 

ecutives  after  *?:  2^?^  o Eastern  Group,  Nor-  member  of  Labour's  Treasury  able  occasions  he  has  put  an  (LTIPs)  are  likely  to  prove  eluded  a £407,300  payment  for 

revelations  to  web.  See  board.  South  Wales  team,  last  nieht  warned  that'  his  stem  voice  to  sav  how  even  more  lucrative  for  ntfl-  loss  of  office.  This  means  Mr 


^hat  a 801311  Etectridty,  and  Manweb.  the  public  wtrald  be  disgusted 
number  of  senior  managers  Jack  Jones,  president  of  the  by  the  scale  of  the  tSephone 
fromthe privatised  electricity  National  Pensioners  Conven-  number  salari^i^kfck- 
mpanies  made  dose  to  £27  turn,  called  for  the  executive  back*  "While  ex  ecu  live  pay 


the  public  would  be  disgusted  much  he  disapproves  of  fat  ity  company  directors, 
by  the  scale  ofthe.  telephone  cat  behaviour  and  they  just  The  CBI  director  | 
number  salaries  and  kick-  carry  an  ignoring  him.”  Adair  Turner,  refused 


charge  of  £19  million  against 

TSt'ES  S • “ SlS^eh?1™  Slea^d 

■ this  sharp  climlMs  toe  %£\£  %%!££* 
tossofdHce.  This  means  Mr  most  unexpected  economic  had  sufficient lesounlsto 
^ivey^eammp  were  about  development  this  year.  But  embark  on  an  extensive  mod- 


at  behaviour  and  they  just  The  CBI  director  general,  £2.47  million,  including  pen-  what  is  welcomed  by  holiday-  emisation  Drocramine  of  the 

arry  an  ignoring  him.”  Adair  Turner,  refused  to  com-  sion  payments  and  potential  makers,  and  by  those  polrti-  track  network 

But  the  Trade  and  Industry  ment  on  windfall  gains  made  profits  from  share  options.  cians  who  believe  that  the  The  great  unknown  in  the 


Rover 
to  build 
£400m 
engine 
plant 


Chris  Barela 

Business  Correspondent 


Rover  win  invest 
£400  million  in  a new 
greenfield  engine 
plant  in  a move  that  will  se- 
cure up  to  6,500  Jobs  in  the 
West  Midlands  but  spells 
cuts  in  the  huge  Longbridge 
plant  nearby. 

The  investment,  agreed 
by  Rover’s  parent  company 
BMW,  was  finalised  on 
Thursday  night,  after  five 
months  of  negotiation  with 
the  Government,  when 
Trade  and  Industry  Secre- 
tary Ian  Lang  stepped  into 
the  talitH  by  offering  “a  lit- 
tle more  money”  to  BMW 
chairman  Bend  Pischets- 
rieder. 

The  Government  is  con- 
tributing £2&£  million  in 
regional-  selective  assis- 
tance and  as  much  again  in. 
indirect  help  towards  train-' 
tog  costs  and  infrastruc- 
ture development.  The  aid 
has  yet  to  be  vetted  by  the 
European  Commission. 

The  investment,  which 
win  affect  key  West  Mid- 
lands constituencies,  was 
welcomed  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  who  said  toves- 1 

tors  were  attracted  by  the  Hands  on . . . Ian  Lang,  left,  and  Walter  Hasselkns  make  an  imder-the-bcmnet  inspection  yesterday 


pound  s strength  Is  a symbol  Railtrack  float  was  always  go- 
of economic  virility,  is  also  a ing  to  be  the  property  portfo- 

PJJITCP  AT  £****«<«  J- - 1 a-  v?  _ . Z r 


cause  of  some  distress  to 
Industrialists. 


iio,  with  the  suspicion  that 
the  development  opportune- 


Lute  so  many  of  the  post-  ties  at  key  stations,  including 
war  upswings  to  Britain’s  St  Pancras,  was  as  valuable  as 
economic  cycle,  this  one  has  the  operating  company  itself, 
been  built  on  a strong  export  Investors  will  not  be  dlsap- 
performance  in  the  wake  of  a pointed:  one-time  gains  were 


devaluation. 


£23  million  and  with  UK  com- 


be  argued  that  the  au-  mercial  property  on  an  up- 
F*01?.?*?’  by  recently  lncreas-  swing  in  yields  and  values 
mg  the  base  rate  to  6 per  cent,  there  should  be  plenty  to 
have  not  helped  themselves  to  come  from  this  source, 
deal  with  the  problems  aris- 
ing from  a strong  pound.  All 

that  has  done,  the  argument  ■ •— *•—  _ ■ 

runs.  Is  widen  the  differen- 
tials between  interest  rates 
here  and  among  our  main 
trading  partners,  pushing 


KK’S  Lloyd’s  clean-up 

trading  partners,  pushing  l\ld£n  , as  “lt?bed  its 
sterling  even  higher  and  rais-  ? 15  S®JQ‘ 

ing  expectations  of  further  thinking  about  its 


hikes  to  come. 


future  prospects.  While  the 


But  it  is  not  the  pound  that  insurance  market  has  been 

the  authorities  are  monitor-  dl®Fn*  ”1"“?  from 
in&  The  view  on  Threadnw^  tinder  the  £8  billion  losses  of 
£f  sSLTfc  tot  “»«  0“  unfortunate 

thing  that  matters  is  — as  the  coo®®2uenc®8  of  unlimited 
Americans  might  say  — do-  Ability  among  Names,  its 
mestic  demand,  stupid.  It  is  in  competitive  position  vis-a-vis 
the  housing  market,  in  the  ^isurauce  markets  in  Swit- 
market  for  consumer  credit  aMTdl.,n  Germany 
and  on  the  high  street  that  the  ^ North  America  has  been 
danger  signals  have  been  damaged  and  the  historic 
seen.  So  the  Bank  of  England  brand  valll5  of  *be  Lloyds 
— and  for  that  matter  the  n^?ie.er0{t?d-  . 

Halifax  — have  moved  to  ^Restoration  is  not  necessar- 
calm  down  the  excitement  jj*  an_  impossible  task:  great 
The  authorities  believe  « ^““ce 

they  have  no  choice,  despite  ““  ^°m  rd“£. 

the  firmness  of  sterling  The  ?al*n*s  ^ 
strength  of  the  poundfa  due  } 

to  temporary  factors,  like  the  ,T,  ., 

blip  in  tiie  ofl  price,  whereas  . tt  to ^ ^ Ua^ 
there  is  danger  that  inflation,  5"*?  ^rUtAlxl?^£f^mp 
rnnntog  at  twice  European  *****  'SFSSSl 


levels,  could  become  en- 
trenched. Of  course,  it  would 
be  better  if  sterling  were 


which  provides  the  market 
with  its  main  .central  ser- 
vices. In  the  past,  it  has  been 


towm^  But  cutttog  rafces/or 

faking  foreign  currency  into  ?Pe  , tracked  the  Corpora- 
te reserves,  would  only  pour  ^*J2cgT£SkL  'flSEl 


fuel  on  domestic  demand. 


compared  to  that  of  shadow 
organisations  like  Chatset, 


There  remains  open,  how- 
ever,  the  possibmtyof  jaw- 
bonmg  the  pound  down  ... 


a --  aj-js-g 

lar  revival  demonstrates. 

parency  in  its  costs,  billing 

_ _ _ arrangements  and  profits,  all 

Railway  riches  of  which  has  added  to  the  air 

of  mystique  surrounding  ac- 

EXECUTIVES  of  Rail-  tivity  inside  the  smoked  glass 
track  will  be  watching  tower, 
the  renewed  debate  over  This  will  be  particularly 
pay  to  the  privatised  utilities  important  to  the  US  market. 


But  it  is  not  just  forecast- 


UK's  competitiveness. 

Attacking  the  European 
working-time  directive. 


litre  engines  a year  with  a was  no  commitment  yet  to  Union,  welcomed  the  in-  go  some  way  towards  off-  Germany’s  industry  body, 
1,500  workforce.  Some 5,000  replace  its  existing  K-series  vestment  but  called  on  setting  BMW’s  recent  deci-  the  VDA,  recently  published 


which  lays  down  a 48-hour  jobs  will  be  secured  to  sup-  engine  range  with  a new  BMW  to  name  the  cars  to  be  sion  to  invest  In  a new  en-  a study  showing  that,  to 


maximum  working  week,  I pHer  companies. 


Mr  Major  warned:  “Other  • •#«»  »*•«  . ••  ~ — — -*•»  — — »«.»»■  ■ ■••■■n  ■■■—  ~™  j o— whmmam,  hkimoc 

measures  which  would  fol-  means  that  Longbridge,  transfers  to  the  new  site,  at  costs  had  been  a reason  for  from  this  factory  will  be  many  is  “world  champion  to  ““t10** 


unit.  Longbridge  engine  built  at  Longbridge. 


plant 


US  comparison  with  other  in- 


investment  workers  will  be  offered  Dr  HasseBcns  said  labour  company  Chrysler.  Engines  dnstrialised  countries,  Ger- 


Railway  riches 


■the  renewed  debate  over 


low  it  would  damage  that  making  340,000  engines  a Hams  Hall,  and  to  car  as-  locating  the  new  plant  to  imported  for  the  replace-  all  the  wrong  disciplines”, 

competitiveness  and  reduce  year  with  6,000  people,  will  sembly  plants.  the  UK  rather  than  the  ment  for  the  Mini,  which  Is  whereas  the  UK  Is  often 

The  company  has  already  main  alternative,  at  Steyr  underdevelopment. 


the  chance  of  such  Invest-  see  its  output  decline. 


ments  in  future.” 


Rover  chief  executive  announced  it  will  invest  to  to  Austria.  The  group  could  • It  is  hardly  surprising  For  example,  labour  costs 


The  new  plant  will  be  op-  Walter  Hasselkns  said  the  new  car  assembly  opera-  have  received  more  aid  that  BMW  chose  the  UK  for  to  Britain  average  £10  an 


an  the  wrone  disrinfines”  particular  interest  In  still  Lloyd's  most  significant, 

whereas  the  UK  is  often  six  months  since  the  com-  which  to  future  is  to  be  run 
leadtoTthewicb  pany’s  partly-paid  shares  through  a new  New  York 

For  examnle  labour  costs  were  Issued  at  190p,  the  office  with  direct  links  to  reg- 
In  shaies  ^ climbed  69  ulators  and  markets.  Inevita- 


eratioaal  by  the  beginning  company  did  not  intend  to'  tions  at  Longbridge.  I cucwuciCf  imi  ms  i no  uure  uugiuc  j.nvtv«j  | uviu,  buuiptucu  mm  i^i  iu  | aKnwn  fkn  1 A-if a of  I nriiirh  fTtACa  Have fAnic  nn  hot 

of  next  century.  It  'will  sop-  halt  engine  output  from  Tony  Woodley,  national  “the  best  long-term  strata-  rather  than  locating  it  In  Germany,  and  health  and 

plyb5hR<£rr  and  Biw  tongbriSTaltogether.  tat  secretary  of  tbe  Transport  gic  solntion-.  Its  home  territory,  isrttes  pensions  benefits  cost  less  ^ ovaoDS ^ 

maktog  500,000 1.6- and  two-  acknowledged  that  there  and  General  Workers  The  announcement  will  Julia  Giertz.  than  a third  to  the  UK.  hetter4han-  ^ wmen. 


Siasrs?  ter  its  newengine  factory  —f  JB* 


than  a third  in  the  UK. 


be  exercised. 


mer  Lloyd’s  and  one  which, 


City  fraud  claim  <j«*™ 
'left  life  in  rains'  2“plan 


Telex  operator  tells 
of  breakdown  after 
£4m  swindle  at 
merchant  bank 


Hazards.  This  laxity  meant 
any  number  of  people  could 
have  been  responsible. 

Mrs  Willis’s  ordeal  began 
on  September  22,  1992.  At 
about  5.17pm,  two  forged 


Richard  Thomas 
Economies  Correspondent 


BUSINESS  leaders  are 
Ermounting  a behind-the- 


Kefth  Harper 
Transport  Edttor 


Moreover,  the  better-than-  like  the  Stock  Exchange,  will 
expected  profits  performance  go  outside  for  some  central 
— up  77  per  cent  in  the  first  services, 
period  as  a public  company—  There  Is  still  one  area 

augurs  extremely  well  for  the  which  the  new  Lloyd’s  has  to 
profit-related  share  option  address  folly:  regulation.  The 
scheme  which,  if  targets  are  failure  of  the  market’s  old 
exceeded  over  a three-year  guard  and  the  Government  to 
period,  could  eventually  gen-  take  this  by  the  horns  and  ap- 
erate  a cascade  of  new  options  point  an  outside  regulator  is 
up  to  five  tunes  those  put  among  the  reasons  that  Peter 
aside.  It  could  prove  a diffi-  Middleton,  architect  of  much 

A good  initial  performance  ality  dipped.  He  admitted  that  Sft' IZHSfi£££2X£ 

was  always  expected  because  bad  weVther  could  have 
the  Govemmete  mot,  off  the  -Quite  serious"  conse- 


Leaves-on-line  action  as 
Railtrack  shares  surge 


“quite  serious” 


q^,^R^,cS»>  ^2S3RSS&-UD-  as Rff 

fnrp  nrhmHsatnnn  and  sold  nranara  eontinaanfru  ntans  less  he  quietly  moves  Off.  Lloyd  SACt 


about  5.17pm,  two  forged  Amounting  a behind-the-  J^surged  more  than 
telexes  were  transmitted  to  scenes  campaign  aimed  at  V-/ ID  per  cent  yesterday 
banks  in  Zurich  and  Frank-  forcing  Labour  to  dilute  its  after  it  surprised  the  stock 


i HARES  In  Railtrack  fore  privatisation  and  sold  I prepare  contingency  plans. 


surged  more  than  Railtrack  for  £L9 billion,  a 
10  per  cent  yesterday  third  of  its  value. 


In  an  upbeat  approach  to 
the  accounts.  Mr  Edmonds 


The  company  promised  to  claimed  a 30  per  cent  perfor- 


Dan  Atkinson 


fort  falsely  authorising  the  commitment  to  link  collective  market  with  better  than  ex-  make  sure  disruption  caused  marine  improvement  to  pas- 

payment  of  more  than  £4  mil-  bargaining  with  training  pro-  pected  profits  and  an-  by  bad  weather  was  mini-  senger  services  compared  to 

haw.  . Mrs  Willis  and  Miss  vision  in  the  workplace.  nounced  measures  aimed  at  xnisecL  Over  the  winter,  tests  the  same  period  last  year,  a 

Tomlinson  were  on  duty  to  Although  company  direc-  tackling  leaves-on-the-line  to  remove  leaves  from  the  figure  already  being  ques- 


un  op  three  people  the  telex  room  that  afternoon,  tors  have  welcomed  the  Oppo-  delays.  line  more  effectively  are  to  tioned  by  one  rail  watchdog. 

Ite^nispd  ofthe  Mmfl-  The  third  telex  operator,  sition's  abandonment  of.  a The  announcement  that  take  place  in  East  Anglia  and  Asked  what  would  happen 

ISrSU  fraud  at  mer-  Brian  Brown,  had  left  earlier,  compulsory  training  levy,  Railtrack  made  £L72  million  the  South-west,  ustog  a high-  if  Labour  won  the  election, 

IJUil  LCicr  _ _ i l j Alutwf  Y nffinlolc  a»  mnramori  htdiev  nvnfftc  in  T+tZ  firct  civ  cnfiAH  umtor  ennw  H otml nnpH  Mr  IMmnnrie  aniR  ♦hot  DoH. 


Brussels  puts 
BT  bid  for  MCI 
on  fast  track 


ienwv  Tjuard  Brothers  but  returned  briefly  at  about  CBI  officials  are  concerned  pre-tax  prefits  in  its  first  six  speed  water  spray  developed  Mr  Edmonds  said  that  Rail- 1 a-,n.Btw 

Chant  Dana  ...  j.  I a wi_  etnm«  that  traHa  nninn  laofelaKon  I mnnthc  ac  9 nrinatB  WimnatW  nil  Itlimnpfln  rsllvaoi!  I tnwV'!  TvVHf-v  TOJJC  tlio  aama  ac  I lilCIHMa*  MIIIIIUH 


rTilaSKAwhpT life  was  de-  aaomn  and  ssato  at  5.30pm.  that  trade  union  legislation  months  as  a private  company  on  European  railways.  track’s  policy  v 

tSP^JhifnoIire  inauiry  Mrs  Willis  had  left  the  office  will  be  used  as  a “back  door”  sent  shares  up  38^p  to  John  Edmonds.  Railtrack' s Labour's:  "We 

^ilostevery-  at  4.40pm  to  buy  a loaf  of  influence  on  firms.  The  flotatiem  price  was  I90p.  chief  executive,  said  it  more  passenge 

into  the  swinoie.  i J bZi  .Wi  BineVul  Wlr  nrw  CRf  nnHrv-makw  said:  The  traftlc  oofirator  Is  to  Dav  -wanted  to  nnorom  winter  We  don’t  want 


I lost  my  good  bread  and  she  docked  back 
„*hv  Willis  said.  oh  to  her  machine  at  5.03pm. 


track's  policy  was  the  same  as 
Labour’s:  "We  want  to  carry 
more  passengers  and  freight. 


One  CBI  policy-maker  said:  The  track  operator  Is  to  pay  wanted  to  improve  winter  We  don't  want  to  re-visit  the  LJ pears  to  have  cleared 


BRITISH  Telecom  ap- 
pears to  have  cleared 


“““®  ..VJ.  %h*JwniissakL  oh  to  her  machine  at  5.03pm.  "We  are  to  talks  with  Labour  an  interim  dividend  erf  7.3p  a I performance  when  services  i staie  arguments  about  tne  iirst  nnraie  in  its  eminent  to  ernrnge  me  ruies 

name,  Doro“y  " & month  earlier,  the  system  about  this.  They  have  gone  a share  next  February.  I were  less  reliable  and  punctu- 1 privatisation."  £12  billion  bid  for  MCI,  on  home  loan  advertisements 

Cleared  ctmHHvamim  ^ awn  ^ en^  long  way  to  meet  our  con-  with  the  European  Com-  after  the  High  Court  outlawed 

the  crime.  Mrs  wuu»,^cur^.  wnHHifv  had  been  cems.  but  this  is  something  S ■ I mission  indicating  it  wiU  the  practice  of  promoting  cut- 

was  made  reaunoaoi  > tfosmged  so  as  to  break  the  which  still  worries  business."  examine  the  hid  under  Its  price  mortgages  at  their  dis- 

zards,  with  ner  two  link  between  one  operator  He  said  that  the  CBI  would  B AT  (Irnrnii  aI  avaLahna  aUiiaaaI  one-stop-shop  merger  rules,  counted  rates. 

IeaSehrMkdSi??^ards  and  an  individual  telex.  Pre-  exert  only  dtoaeet  pr^ure  BAT  KHGW  OT  GXCHSIlQG  GDIISGS'  Karel  VanhKert,  the  Mret  bufldtog  societire  of- 

vous  breakdown.  viouslv  it  would  have  been  on  the  front  bench,  because  ^ competition  commissioner,  fer  tow-cost  mortgages  with 

provided  psyctoafric  comiaai  to  can—  ^ the  public  statements  could  be  sug^sted  that  he  would  he  heavily  discounted  interest 

ling,  but  none  “ Jr-ZZcT  fraudwithout  identifidhg  the  seen  as  undermining  the  em-  India’s  enforcement  direc-  with  us.  But  the  idea  that  we  able  to  examine  the  take-  rates  for  a short  period.  These 

worked  in  the  City  sinre-  perpetrator  In  addition,  key  ployers'  group's  politically  tm  Kmfl torate,  ah  arm  of  the  finance  withheld  information  is  ut-  over  under  fast-track  then  revert  to  the  standard 

During  three  grueuins  including  thnt  of  inter-  neutral  stance.  ministry,  has  raided  the  terly  untrue.”  merger  rules,  which  variable  rate  for  the  remain- 

terrogations,  ponce  asaeu  midttor  head  of  per^nnpl  But  Labour  front-benchers  MtoAT  Industries,  the  homes  of  present  and  fonner  ITC  is  unlikely  to  replace  require  a final  decision,  der  of  the  25-year  term, 

Mrs  Willis  who jmewassieep-  Jrf  the  testing  de-  said  employers  must  be  en-  tobacco  and  financial  ITC  executives  In  connection  any  of  its  sailor  officials  until  within  five  months.  But  two  judges  in  the  High 

Ing  with.  Mrs  Willis  naa  Deea  had  changed  couraged  to  provide  training  Bar  services  combine,  ad-'  with  the  allegations.  The  di-  after  its  interim  results  are  He  said  that,  after  au  Court  ruled  earlier  this  week 

widowed  a year  eara®}- hands  in  previous  months.  provision,  pointing  to  the  mitted  yesterday  that  it  had  rectorate's  deputy  director,  published  later  this  month.  analysis  of  MCTs  turnover,  that  Scarborough  Building 

was  farther  threatenea  witn  initially  ignored  a CBrs  r^tonal  trends  survey  been  aware  of  possible  for-  KKEablrptathl,  said  yester-  If  ITC  Is  found  guilty  of  the  it  was  “pretty  dear”  the  Society  bad  misled  borrowers 

being  “locked  up’  shwuasne  mwgagp  on  Septem-  — published  yesterday  — eign  exchange  violations  by  day  that  BAT  was  aware  of  alleged  offences,  it  could  be  case  would  be  handled  by  by  advertising  one  Of  its  mort- 

divulge  information  about  me  -ofr-om  one  of  the  eorre-  which  showed  that  companies  ITC,  its  Indian  subsidiary,  the  alleged  violations.  fined  up  to  17.5  billion  rupees  the  European  authorities.  gages  as  though  the  initial  l 

fraud  to  others.  indent  banks.  It  was  not  in  the  Industrial  heartlands  more  than  a year  ago.  But  BAT  — which  is  ex-  (£296  million),  making  it  vul-  BT  and  MCI  wanted  the  per  cent  start-up  rate  applied 

Mrs  Willis,  ofDfora  Ess«£,  seDtember  25  that' the  were  suffering  a skills  BAT,  which  owns  a 31  per  pected  to  take  a controlling  nerable  to  a full  takeover  by  fast-track  route  rather  than  to  the  flail  term, 

had  worked  for  LazarasroriA  reused  it  had  been  shortage.  cent  stake  In  JTC,  said  It  had  stake  to  ITC  once  the  row  has  BAT.  Mr  Prideaux  said  last  an  investigation  handled  by  Michael  Coogan  of  the 

veare.  She  became  “a  scream-  Stephen  Byers,  Labour  em-  warned  ITCs  disgraced  for-  died  down  — said  last  night  night  that  BAT  had  already  the  UK  authorities  or  con-  Council  of  Mortgage  Lenders 


Mortgage 
lenders  seek 
ad  changes 


ORTGAGE  lenders  yes- 
terday called  on  the  Gov- 


A month  earlier,  the  system  about  this.  They  have  gone  a share  next  February, 
for  ♦frqHwE  telexes  to  ensure  long  way  to  meet  our  con-* 


were  less  reliable  and  punctu- 1 privatisation.’ 


arguments 


BAT  ‘knew  of  exchange  abuses’ 


the  first  hurdle  in  its  ernment  to  change  the  rules 
£12  billion  bid  for  MCI,  on  home  loan  advertisements 
with  the  European  Com-  after  the  High  Court  outlawed 
mission  indicating  it  will  the  practice  of  promoting  cut- 
examine  the  bid  under  its  price  mortgages  at  their  dis- 


one-stop-shop  merger  rules. 
Karel  Van  Mlert,  the 


counted  rates. 

Most  building  societies  of- 


ten King 


^ competition  commissioner,  fer  tow-cost  mortgages  with 

suggested  that  he  would  be  heavily  discounted  interest 

India's  enforcement  direc-  with  us.  But  the  idea  that  we  able  to  examine  the  take-  rates  for  a short  period.  Three 

torate,  ah  arm  of  the  finance  withheld  information  is  ut-  over  under  fast-track  then  revert  to  the  standard 

ministry,  has  raided  the  terly  untrue.”  merger  rules,  which  variable  rate  for  the  remain- 


AT  Industries,  the  homes  of  present  and  fonner  ITC  is  unlikely  to  replace  require  a final  decision  | der  ofthe  25-year  term. 


tobacco  and  finanriai  ITC  executives  in  connection  any  of  its  senior  officials  until  within  five  mouths. 


services  combine,  ad-'  with  the  allegations.  The  di-  after  its  interim  results  are 
mitted  yesterday  that  it  had  rectorate's  deputy  director,  published  later  this  month. 


He  said  that,  after  an 
analysis  of  MCTs  turnover. 


But  two  judges  in  the  High 
Court  ruled  earlier  this  week 
that  Scarborough  Building 


BT  and  MCI  wanted  the  per  cent  start-up  rate  applied 
st-track  route  rather  than  to  the  full  term, 
l investigation  handled  by  Michael  Coogan  of  the 


S«S  rftefaj-r  **" 

according  to  _afHe^. 


ripfraud-fi  - Stephen  Byers,  Labour  em-  warned  ITCs  disgraced  for-  died  down  — said  last  night  night  that  BAT  had  already  the  UK  authorities  or  con-  Council  of  Mortgage  Lenders 

Mrs  Willis  was  interviewed  ployment  spokesman,  said:  mer  chairman,  Krishan  Lai  that  it  was  not  involved  in  held  discussions  with  ITC's  ducted  under  the  more  said  this  “widespread  prac- 

“inthp  most  brutal  manner”  "The  inclusion  of  training  in  Chugh,  and  ordered  an  lode-  any  way.  Michael  Prideaux,  institutional  shareholders.  complex  European  fair-  tice”  was  forced  on  building 

m --  •-  »-•-» — —ten*  bat’s  spokesman,  said:  "We  A number  of  ITC’s  Tndfan  trading  regulations.  v-  — ,, — 


Another  telex  operator,  October,  the  foifr  compulsory  elements  pendent  audit  of  the  group's  _ . _ 

ouellne  Tomlinson,  was  RuspQjfled  on  No-  of  collective  agreements  — affairs-  TTC,  India's  biggest  had  suspicions  about  than,  employees  have  made  a pub*  MCI  had  to  have  an  EU  judgments.  “This  is  a good  ex- 

dutrged  with  taking  part  to  JJJi h 10  by  Lazanis  and  on  along  with  pay,  holidays  and  tobacco  firm,  is  at  the  centre  and  had  brought  them  to  the  lie  appeal  to  BAT,  imploring  turnover  of  more  than  ample  of  how  legislation  de- 
lta* crime,  but  the  case  cm*  1093  Was  made  woriting  hours— Isa  recogni-  of  allegations  it  Illegally  board’s  attention,  but  Mr  it  to  take  the  company  over  as  250  million  ecu  (£192  mH-  signed  to  hato  consumers  can 


societies  by  earlier  court 


lapsed  last  week  when’the  Marcn^ . her  tion  of  the  Importance  train-  transferred  money  abroad 

Crown  case  was  torpedoed _^y  {^^MO^OOO-  -tag  holds  for  New-Labour.”  ■ and  booked  fake  profits. 


(frown  case  was  toxpcuvi^ 
evidence  of  slack  security  at 


Chugh ’s  unwillingness  soon  as  possible.  BAT  shares  Hon)  to  qualify  for  the  fast-  fail  to  meet 
brought  them  into  conflict  closed  8p  higher  at  428‘^p.  track  system.  said. 


objective,"  he 


l 
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Voters 
face  a 
cocktail  of 
austerity 
and  job 

losses 


Brazil  is  grappling  with  the 
Real  problems,  reports 
MARK  MILNER  in  Sao  Paulo 


Wn  Manhattan  this . . . Sao  Paolri’a  mfartnre  of  skyscrapers  and  shanty  towns  svmboHses  the  iurttonal  economic  malidse- 


FEW  would  argue  with 
the  assessment  as- 
serted by  Roberto  Cl- 
vita,  boss  of  Brazil's 
leading  media  group, 
about  the  challenges  facing 
his  country:  "Our  problems 
are  simple  — big  but  simple.” 

That  comes  with  the 
country.  Brazil  is  huge — the 
same  size  as  the  US,  without 
Alaska. 

More  than  3^00  miles  sepa- 
rate Boa  Vista  in  the  north 
bom  Porte  AHegre  in  the 
south;  the  western  city  of  Rio 
Branco  is  a similar  distance 
bom  Recife  in  the  east  The 
state  of  Sao  Paulo  has  a big- 
ger economy  than  that  of  Ar- 
gentina. 

But  simple?  Hardly.  Even 
the  moat  cursory  glance 
shows  the  country  has  what 
one  economist,  with  consider- 
able understatement,  de- 
scribes as  "lousy  Income  dis- 
tribution” among  Its 
159  million  inhabitants. 

In  Sao  Paulo's  hardy  com- 


prehensible urban  sprawl, 
where  tower  blocks  jumble  in 
ranges  for  as  tar  as  the  eye 
can  see  and  the  roads  are 
gridlocked  from  dawn  to 
dusk,  shanty  towns  cower  in 
the  shadow  of  gleaming  mod- 
em skyscrapers.  • 

The  homeless  huddle  In 
doorways.  The  rich  hide  be- 
hind iron  bars  and  security 
guards  in  the  city’s  posh  Mor- 
umbi  district 

Ninety  minutes’  flying  time 
away  from  Sao  Paulo's  cha- 
otic dynamism  lies  the  coun- 
try’s capital,  Brasilia:  Oscar 
Niemeyer’s  architectural 
masterpiece  of  Stalinist  steril- 
ity. There  the  government  of 
Fernando  Henrique  Cardosa 
is  attempting  to  tackle  Bra- 
zil’s ills  by  reforming  an  econ- 
omy crippled  by  decades  of  in- 
flation  and  protectionism. 

Since  the  Introduction  of 
the  Real  plan  — which  pegged 
the  new  currency  against  the 
dollar  — in  1994,  inflation  ha* 
tumbled.  Once  50  per  cent  a 


month,  it  has  now  (just)  fallen 
to  an  annual  rate  which  is 
(just)  In  single  figures. 

That,  according  to  finance 
minister  Pedro  Malan,  has  al- 
ready brought  benefits  to 
many  of  the  poorer  members 
of  Brazilian  society  because  it 
has  meant  a big  boost  to  their 
purchasing  power.  Industrial- 
ists report  that  it  has  also 
stimulated  demand  for  con- 
sumer goods  among  those 
higher  up  the  income  scale. 

Confidence  in  the  govern- 
ment’s economic  manage- 
ment has  brought  an  increase 
in  foreign  investment  For- 
eign exchange  reserves  have 
climbed  to  almost  $60  button 
(£37.5  billion). 

The  Real  plan  managed  to 
weather  the  Tequila  surprise 

— the  capital  flight  from.  Mex- 
ico which  then  spread  south 

— although  that  was  achieved 
at  the  cost  of  even  higher  in- 
terest rates  and  an,  albeit 
temporary,  $5  billion  hit  on 
the  foreign  reserves. 


Despite*  such  successes,  the 
government  has  its  critics. 
For  them  growth  — 3 per  emit 
this  year  and  around  4J5per 
cent  next  — is  too  low.  “We 
could  do  better,  say  6 per  cent 
For  the  next  conpte,  pTS^ars 
the*  country  can  mndrifePon 

but  after  that  we  need  a foster 

growth  rate,”  reckons  Af- 
fonso  Pasture,  a former  gover- 
nor of  Brazil's  central  hank. 

Nor  is  the  growth  uniform. 
According  to  Mr  Pastore, 


spending  on  consumer  goods 
is  growing  strongly  but  the 
capital  goods  sector  has 
recorded  a falL 
Tbe  trade  balance,  too.  Is  a 
problem.  The  current  account 
iWs  h&the  red  to  the”  ~" 
p&bouP  fPMHion  -a-moi 
deficit  is  being  made  up  by 
the  flow  erf  foreign  floods. 
Same  of  it  is  hot  money,  at- 
tracted by  Brad's  high  Inter- 
est rates.  Hives,  therefore, 
are  pinned  an  Brazil’s  ability 


Scholarly  minister 
hedges  bets  on 
inflation  gamble 


PEDRO  MALAN  does 
not  look  like  a gam- 
bler. Pipe-smoking 
and  bespectacled,  he  pro- 
jects the  image  of  the 
career  civil  servant  he  has 
been  for  much  of  his  work- 
ing life. 

Dr  Malan,  however,  is 
now  Brazil’s  minister  of  fi- 
nance; a Key  player  in  pres- 
ident Fernado  Henrique 
Cardosa’s  attempt  to  wean 
the  country  off  Its  decades- 
long  addiction  to  inflation 
and  on  to  the  path  of  sus- 
tainable economic  growth. 

And  it  is  a gambling  met- 
aphor on  which  Dr  Malan 
— he  has  a PhD  in  econom- 
ics from  Berkeley,  Califor- 
nia — draws  when  he  talks 
of  the  government’s  pro- 
gress in  tackling  the  eco- 
nomic challenges  it  faces. 

Two-and-a-haJf  years  ago 
when  the  Cardosa  adminis- 
tration launched  its  Real 
plan  — so  called  after  the 
new  currency  which  forms 
a central  plank  of  the  pro- 
gramme — inflation  was 
running  at  30  per  cent  a 
month. . Wage  indexation, 
linked  to  historic  levels  of 
inflation,  ensured  a contin- 
uation of  the  savage  price 
spiral.  Today  wholesale 
price  inflation  is  running 
at  Just  under  10  per  cent  a 
year  and  Is  forecast  to  fall 
to  8 per  cent  in  1997. 

BUT  if  Dr  Malan  be- 
lieves the  government 
has  won  its  first  bet 
by  bringing  down  inflation 
to  single  figures  for  the 
first  time  in  four  decades, 
he  is  more  cautious  about 
the  second  part  of  the 
Strategy. 

“We  are  still  playing  the 
cards,  we  are  still  at  the 
table.  It  will  be  some  years 
before  we  wm  be  able  to  ex- 
press, with  a high  degree,  of 
confidence,  that  we  have 
been  able  to  create  the  con- 
ditions for  snstalnable 


growth,  higher  employ- 
ment, a manageable  bal- 
ance of  payments  situation 
and  brought  the  public  sec- 
tor debt  down  to  a manage- 
able leveL”  All  tills  without 
going  soft  on  inflation. 

Progress  Is  being  made. 
Growth  this  year  is  ex- 
pected to  be  3 per  cent  — 
down  on  1995  — hut  is  fore- 
cast to  cUmb  to  4.5  per  cent 
next  year.  That  might  not 
look  too  spectacular  for  a 
developing  economy,  but 
Dr  Malan  points  oat  that  it 
will  mean  the  Brazilian 
economy  will  have  grown 
by  30  per  cent  in  real  terms 
in  five  years. 

AS  TO  the  public  fi- 
nances, deals  have 
been  struck  with  a 
number  of  Brazil's  power 
states  to  help  trim  their 
spending.  A wage  freeze 
has  been  imposed  , on  civil 
servants.  Privatisation  is 
helping. -thongh -critics  sug- 
gest the  admtmstration 
could  move  foster. 

Dr  Malan  is  adamant  that 
there  is  no  lack  of  political 
wlIL  Public  money,  he  says, 
should  be-  spent  cm  health 
care  and  education  “not  cm 
running  steel  and  petro- 
chemical plants”. 

Certainly  cuts  In  the  debt 
burden  are  needed:  Brazil's 
public  sector  debt  may  not 
look  high  gt  85  per  cent  of 
gross  domestic  product  — 
many  European  countries 
are  straggling  to  meet  the 
Maastricht  criterion  of  00 
per  cent  — but  interest 
rates  are  high  and  maturi- 
ties short.  -r-. 

“We  are  not  nnderestl- 
iMBttng  the  magnitude  of 
the  challenge.  But  we  .’are 
diangiiig  the  npwMlfl  and  ft 
will  be  very  hard  to  depart 
from  the  broad  outlines  of 
that  agenda — not  because 
it  is  ours,  hut  because  it  is 
what  the  majority  of  Brazil- 
ians want.” 


‘It  will  bo  very  hard  to  depart  from 
the  broad  outlines  of  the  agenda,  ' 
because  K is  what  Brazilians  wait? 


to  attract  more  foreign  invest- 
ment in  bricks  and  mortar, 
phrnt  and  machinery.  - That 
could  hit  $10  billion  next 
year,  if  the  privatisation  pro- 
gramme goes  accardiflgto 
A i, 

,’va . 

in  the  government's  ability  to 
sort  out  foe  public  finances. 
Public  sector  debt  is.  around 
85  per  cent  of  gross  domestic 
product.  That  is  low  by  inter- 
national standards  hut  Dr 
Malan  says:  "I  don’t  derive 
much  satisfaction  from  that” 

Small  wonder,  when  Inter- 
est rates  are  24  per  cent  and 
the  average  maturity  of  the 
debt  is  only  seven  months. 

Reducing  the  burden  win 
not  be  easy. 

The  government  Is  facing 
conflicting  pressures.  Indus- 
trialists are  pressing  for  a 
reduction  in  indirect  employ- 
ment costs,  which  can 
a mount  to  two- thirds  of  the 
direct  wage  hUL  "That’s  why 
everyone  is  asking  for  fiscal 
reform,”  says  Rene  Cam- 
panha,  general  manager-  erf 
Walita,  fiie  Brazilian  subsid- 
iary of  the  Philips  electronics 
group. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  fed- 
eral government  in  Brasilia 
has  to  persuade  the  state  and 
municipal  authorities  to  trim 
their  voiding.  According  to 
Dr  Malan,  some  are  vending 
100  per  cent  of  their  revenue 
on  wages  atone. 

Cutting  spending . means 
cutting  jobs  — at  a time  when 


the  private rector  fe 
workers  hi  ; order  to  be/Com- 
petitive,  and  about  2 percent 
more  Brazilians  a year  are 
lodkfiQg.: 


frro 

rently  seeking  constitutional 
reform ' which  would  allow 
him  to  stand  for  a second 
presidential  tram.  "The*  tide, 
however,  jutay  he  turning 

agafantj  mm 

This  weekend,  the  voters  of 


fJlfe.'^Carddsa.:;  stand  agaidtt 
Mat  • 

Bnfldtaag  support  elsgwhffly 
could  detract  from  efforts' at 
fiscal  reform  — not  least  be- 
cause of  the  concessions  Mr 
.be  forced 
rtoiiwflid’ 

part  for  the  constitutional 
changes  he  wants. 

StJU,  despite  a Tbatcherite 
air  about  his  administration's 
economic  policy,  Mr  Cardosa 
has  a reputation  for  prefer- 
ring conciliation  to  txmfroida- 
. tion  and 


Public  sector  debt  may  be 
relatively  low  but  interest 
rates  run  at  24  per  cent 
and  the  average  maturity 
of  loans  is  seven  months 


Sao  Paulo  appear  likely  to 
elect  Celso  Pitta  as  . their 
mayor  — he  took  48  per  cent 
of  the  votes  in  the  first  ballot, 
which  saw  the  Cardosa 
camp’s  candidate  eliminated. 

Mr  Pitta  is  a close  ally  of 
Paulo  Maluf  the  man  who  is 
most  likely  to  stand  as  the 
right-wing  Partido  Progres- 
sists Brasfiiaio’s  candidate  In 
the  next  presidential  election, 
in  two  years’  time.  . 

Mr  Maluf,  described  by 
some  as  a maverick,  dearly 
has  up  reason  to  want  to  help 


may  get  his 
way  yet 
Foreign 
investors 
are  likely  to 
hope  so.  As 
the  archi- 
tect of  the 
Real  plan, 
Mr  Cardosa 
has  a well- 
established 
commit- 


ment to  stabilisation.  The 
combination  of  slow  growth 
and  low  Inflation  may  frus- 
trate domestic  critics  hut  it 
will  help  keep  investment 
flowing  in  from  abroad. 

If  Mr  Cardosa  fails  to  get 
his  way  on  constitutional 
change,  Brazil  will,  at  best 
face  a period  of  protracted  un- 
certainty. 

At  worst  according  to  one 
observer,  it  could  open  the 
door,  dangerously,  to  a popu- 
list president 

Could  he  mean  Mr  Maluf? 


Quick  Crossword  No.  8285 


Mutton  No.  8884 


Across 

1 A parachutist  pifls  it  (7} 
SDrafn  totally  (7) 

9  Common  British  bid  (4,3) 

10  Set  aside  or  book  (7) 

11  Race  for  books  (5)  . 

13  Nonsense  (newer  bird!)  (9) 
15  Wages  In  container  (3,6) 
ISDragonflyterva© 

21  One  of  the  Rve  Towns  (7) 

22  Shrub  (with  bark?)  (7) 

23  Copying  device  (7) 

24  Immoderate  (7)  . 


Down 

iPietortalpun  (5) 

2 Affectedly  modest  person 

© 

3 Rusty  (3,2,8) 

4 Superfluous  (2,4) 

5TV  programme  (with  slarsi) 

(3A2£).  . / 

6 Paper  size  (6) 

7 Stripe  of  another  colour  (6) 

12  Dance  with  hoop  (4) 

14  Potato  or  sffleon?  (4) 

13  Refinement  (6) . 

13  Over  there  (8) 


17  Set  alight  (5) 

19  American  deer  (5) 

20  living  barrier  (5) 


and«5p 
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I say  yes, 
you  say  no 

When  Leah  Betts  died  after  taking  Ecstasy  there  was  a huge 
panic.  Across  Britain,  terrified  parents  still  think  they  can  stop 
their  children  dancing  to  Ecstasy’s  tune.  They  will  fail,  argues, 
Tom  Hodgkinson,  and  teenagers  could  tell  them  why  w 


JUST  over  a year  ago  Leah. 
Betts  took  her  first 
Ecstasy  piTL  She  went 
into  a coma  and  died. 
Headline  writers  had  a 
field  day  Sentimental,  heart-string 
tugging  headlines,  designed  to 
prey  on  the  worries  of  ignorant, 
frightened  parents,  exploded  into 
living  rooms.  “It  could  be  your 
child”,  warned  the  Daily  Mail 
“Poisoned:  Spiked  Ecstasy  tablet 
puts  birthday  girl,  IB,  into  coma." 
announced  die  Daily  Mirror 
“Leah’s  Last  Words:  She  named 
Ecstasy  pill  pusher  ttw»n  pleaded 
‘Help  me  mum,  help  me'  ” 
reported  Today  All  the  papers  i 
used  a picture  of  a helpless,  inno- 
cent-looking Leah  in  a hospital  | 
bed,  tubes  sticking  out  of  her  nose, 
an  image  that  would  move  even 
the  most  hard-hearted  dance  fan 
would. 

Leah's  father  Paul  Betts,  a 
retired  policeman,  and  her  step- 
mother Jan,  started  a campaign 
against  the  drag,  which,  statisti- 
cally has  less  chance  of  killing  you 
than  a peanut  A poster  campaign 
was  launched,  featuring  a photo  of 
Leah  alongside  a nastily  sarcastic 


“sorted"  and  the  words:  "Just  one 
Ecstasy  tablet  took  Leah  Betts." 

The  campaign  may  have  com- 
forted Leah’s  family  and  other 
worried  parents  may  have  felt  that 
while  the  problem  might  not  have 
been  “sorted",  it  was  being  tack- 
led. But  what  did  the  pill  poppers 
make  of  it  all?  In  Brighton,  which 
has  a thriving  dance  scene,  the 
anti-Ecstasy  posters  were  being 
defaced  by  local  apologists  for 
dance  culture  as  quickly  as  they 
appeared  on  walls.  The  anarchist 
band  Chumbawamba  responded 
with  a poster  that  read  “Dis- 
torted". claiming  that  you  are  far 
more  likely  to  die  from  eating  a 
bay  leaf  than  taking  Ecstasy  | 

Even  the  case  of  Leah  Betts 
turned  out  to  be  less  simple  than 
the  newspapers  had  told  us.  Leah 
didn't  quite  fit  the  facts,  as  pre- 
sented by  the  tabloids,  which 
wanted  a simple  black  and  white 
story  of  innocent  gtri  as  victim  of 
evil  drug  pusher  According  to 
Nicholas  Saunders,  the  author  of 
two  meticulously  researched 
books  on  Ecstasy  it  was  not  Leah’s 
first  pilL  She  bad  had  at  least  four 
before  she  died. 


At  the  time  Paul  Betts  said  that 
whoever  it  was  who  had  given 
Leah  her  E was  practically  a mur- 
derer, and  he  vowed  to  find  the 
"killer”.  Then  it  turned  out  that 
the  person  who  gave  her  the  drug 
was  already  known  to  her.  says 
Saunders,  "and  there  was  no  ques- 
tion of  charges.”  It  also  emerged 
that  it  was  not  the  Ecstasy  that 
killed  Leah.  She  in  fact  died  from 
liver  failure  after  drinking  too 
much  water  as  she  knew  that 
Ecstasy  has  a dehydrating  effect. 

Why  did  the  Leah  Betts  affair 
receive  so  much  publicity?  Other 
Ecstasy-related  deaths  (most  esti- 
mates put  the  total  at  around  60 
over  the  last  10  years)  merit  a few 
paragraphs.  It  is  probably  because 
It  was  the  only  Ecstasy-related 
death  where  a picture  was 
released  of  someone  who  was 
actually  in  the  process  of  dying, 
and  was  thus  an  effective  weapon 
in  the  war  between  those  who  just 
say  “no"  against  those  who  just 
say  “yes”. 

The  Betts  parents  undertook  a 
nation-wide  tour,  going  Into 
schools  and  putting  on  shows  try- 
ing to  warn  sophisti-  Ipage  14 
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NATIONAL 

SAVINGS 


Investment 
Ideas 


I 


Helping 

YOU  MAKE 
THE  MOST 

of  YOUR 

SAVINGS  and 
investments 


m 


Sandra  Oil  worth 

National  Saving s 

**Yes,  National  Savings 
Children’s  Bonus  Bonds 

are  the  ideal  Christmas  gift  for  any 
child  under  r6  - and  can  be  held 
until  he  or  '.he  is  21.  They  offer  an 
excellent  fixed  rate  of  6.75%pa  over 
the  first  5 years  and  have  the  added 
attraction  of  being  completely  ^ . 

tax  free.  So  this  year  give  3 present 
that  will  keep  on  growing  for 
Christmases  to  come. 

Vo  help  ensure  the  Bonds  are 
received  before  Christmas,  ple3sc 
post  your  application  no  later  than 
2 December  using  the  coupon  in 
Jobs  and  Money.  Or  for  a full  gu'de 
to  our  Children's  Bonus  Bonds. 

f recoil  0500  50a  000. 

?.•;  horns  a day,  7 days  a week. 

NATIONAL^ 

SOWINGS 

Wniquf  Investment 
Opporturrties  port: 
hm  treasury 
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CD 


Richter  Scale 

0*4  Bland 
5-9  Lifeguard 
10-14  Loft  King 
15  Ladybird 


Them  on  them 


[RAVEYQU 

BEENFfcYirf 

attention 


The  global  view 


<£  Now  that  the  horrific 
M magnitude  of  Tuesday 
evening’s  mid-air  collision 
has  finally  sank  in.  the 
authorities  have  fallen 
back  on  games  which  they 
are  familiar  with:  obfhsca- 
tion  and  passing  the  buck. 
Delhi’s  air  traffic  con- 
trollers have  rushed  to  the 
media  to  pin  the  responsi- 
bility on  technological 
obsolescence  and 
linguistic  incomprehension 
of  the  Kazakhstan  S 

Airlines  pilot. 

Indian  Express,  a national  daRy 
newspaper 


reports  that  an  isolated 

tribe  of  people  with  tails 
live  in  the  regency’s  hin- 
terland. "We  have  removed 
information  about  them 
from  people  living  near 
the  tribe."  said  a 
spokesman  for  the  % 

ministry.  & 

Jakarta  Poet 


SOfficals  at  the  Yapen 
War  open  regency  Office 
of  the  Ministry  of  Social 
Services  are  investigating 


g Speech  is  like  dynamite. 
W It  is  dangerous  only  if 
placed  in  a small  space  and 
put  under  strong  external 
pressure.  The  speech  of  an 
immature  youth  attracts 
only  a few  people  but  jail 
can  make  a hero  of  him. 
Beijing  does  not  tolerate 
Wang’s  words  but  jail  can- 
not change  his  mind. 
Beijing  should  ease  the  8§ 
pressure  instead.  & 

Honk  tong  dally,  Ming  Pao 


V*  /•<- 
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Us  on  us 


The  British  view 


£ Oasis’s  Liam  Gallagher 
as  is  in  trouble  again,  this 
time  for  suspected  posses- 
sion of  cocaine.  While  the 
loutish  behaviour  of  the 
millionaire  froma  council 
estate  in  Buraage  is  unac- 
ceptable. we  believe  it  is  to 
be  pitied.  There  is'no  reason 
why  all  people  should  be  S 
able  to  handle  fame.  # 
Manchester  Evening  News 


beginnings  of  a single  cur- 
rency And  once  he’s  done 
that,  all  the  rest  of  the 
trappings  that  are  needed 
to  create  a single  European 
super-state  will  rapidly  M 
fell  into  place.  & 

The  Birmingham  Post 


£ If  you  want  a picture  of 
u the  fnture.  imagine  a 


m the  future,  imagine  a 
boot  stamping  on  a human 
face —for  even"  This  was 
from  George  Orwell’s  1984 
but  could  equally  apply  to 
Helmut  Kohl's  1997.  In 
1997.  the  final  pieces  will 
be  put  into  place  and 
Chancellor  Kohl  will  have 
succeeded  in  creating  the 


Of  course  we  all  want 
m Gascoigne  to  become  a 
more  mature,  responsible 
person.  But  if  he  is  to  play 
for  England,  it  will  do  no 
one  any  good  if  he  is  so 
frightened  to  put  a foot  out 
of  place  that  he  plays  In  a 
strait-jacket.  We  don’t 
want  the  idiot,  hut  we  do 
want  the  good  elements  of 
his  make-up — the  flair,  the 
daring,  the  passion  and 
yes.  the  aggression  — 
which  make  him  a S 

special  player. 

The  Northern  Echo 


£f  thee^rrtal  debate  over 
theftmdfttmmlalspf  eais- 
-tehce  were  k football  match. 

' foe  score  at  tbe  eod  cf  this  , 
ww?jyw^dbesomething 

;•  Belief  in  the  paranormal 
gut  off  to  a trejnendouastart 


Morphs  who  wraa ton  to  • 
spend  *ight  years  and  £1  • 
minion  aarriikigfhe 
wrong  area.  » • 

The  report  appeared 

tmder  thefreafline *TJrt 
Geller  vindicated  as  historic 
Sub  is  &mai’'>;and  feesame 
edititm  carried  the  extraotv 
dinary  storyoE  ti»  Dean  of  - 
Lmcoindeocmdlng  that  me 

city's  cathedral  be  eauxised. 

Dean  Brandon  Jackson,  . 
cleared  ma  Church  court 
last  year  of  an  afl&lrwtth  a 

verger,  was  reacting  to  a 
fwfyiplfaprtftri  and  fraiHwimy 

seven-year  lend  between 
detigy  at  tbecathedraL  His 
demand  tor  tttobe  dosed  . 
and  purged  roused  the 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  theRt 


laBsLas'hopn^apedforjjis 

steattfas^yaaati-paranomal. 


-ism  in  a week  when  there 
seeme&o  be  occult  stirff  - 
ixaind  every  corner  ■ 

v jDawkins  — v^jo,spookily 
asitmay  seeta.'toust  bare 
writtenhis  lecture  BEFORE 
Sunday's  T^^raph  wa? 
published— httaCksd  the  - 
ccotemporajy>plctemicof  ■ 


Ihabarely-coded  attack 
■ on  both  Getter  and  auept ' 
his  biggest  supporters.  Sir 
David  KfosfcDawkiiB  . 


gramme  having  to  agree, 
witha  churchman,  the 
Bishop  of  Rochester 

Michael  Nfa*ir-Ali,  who  tad 
been  attacking  asmrfogyw 
favour  of  his  own  brand  of  • 
sap&stttkm  — religion.  In 

company  with  whk*  he 

would  normally  agree  todix- 
for, Daw  Idas  graciously 
agreed  to  agree. 

.The  paranormal  was  soon 
baric  inthe  ascendant,  ww- 
1 even  The  astrologer  " 
Jonathan  Cainer  weighed  in 
to  attack  Dawkins,  pointing 
out  that  without  astrologers 

forUri  GeBert,  the  three 
kings  would  never  have 
located  the  baby  Jesus. 

And  finaltx  in  a pieoecrf 
' surelyindoMroverfibleevi- 


t.  “Tbaf*  i»  »h«*itohr  no 

chance  ho  can  b*  W Jt  la 

categorically  net  true." 
m^MtlhtlwtMiwniT 
UA  iHchnol  Jackson 

(b)  Ooorg*  Mlehaat 

(c)  LbM  OaH»g|*or 
(dj  Priitc#  Andraw 

2-  Tlppodto  pfia  on  tho 
pomxit  sa  the  too#  of. 

Weight  WOtchora-  Who? 

(a]  Madonna 

toj  Sarah  FOrguaon 
{cl  Caprice  Bourrat 

(d)  In  Hwdflow 

3.  who  didn’t  want  gratfe- 
Kou>  sax  before  ®p*n? 
ja)  Madonna 

(b)  Sarah  FerguMn 
fe)  Christopher  Bland 

(d)  Chftatophor  Robin 

4.  “Enloy*  multiple 
orgasms —•  throe  of  them, 

ono  after  the  other  end 
•ach  lasting  about  one 
and  a hatf  hours."  Whose 
sex  Hie? 


BL  Knockers  1,  Ptonola 
Anderson  O.  Who  beached 
Bqnratdif 

6.  “Tvs  started  so  now  n 
finish."  Who? 

7.  Mod  or  nomad*  Who  ts 
under  the  hatT 


Hard  lessons  of  schools  caught  in  the  spotlight 


8.  He  made  It  to  Manrie- 
bone  pofice  station  but 
not  to  AH*  Pally.  Who? 


This  week  last  year 
November  15  1995 


ONE  year  after  the 
North  East  London 
Education  Association 
announced  its  decision  to 
close  the  troubled  Hackney 
Downs  school,  others  have 
taken  over  its  mantle  erf 
worst  school  in  the  country 
The  name  Hackney  Downs 
became  synonymous  with 
academic  failure  and  ram- 
pant Indiscipline  and  in  July 
1995.  Gillian  Sheppard 
removed  the  school  from  the 
control  of  the  local  authority 
She  sent  in  trouble-shooters, 
giving  them  a term  to  turn 
the  school  around.  On' 
November  15 1995,  however, 
the  education  association 
announced  plans  to  dose 
Hackney  Downs. 

Now  on  the  first  anniver- 
sary of  this  decision,  the 
school’s  former  head  teaches 
Betty  Hales,  is  dismayed  to 
see  schools  such  as  The  Rid- 
ings achieve  the  same  notori- 
ety “There  were  lessons  to  be 
learnt  from  Hackney  Downs 
that  were  ignored.  The  chil- 
dren at  The  Ridings  are  no 
different  to  the  children  at 
Hackney  Downs.  And  it  is  not 
that  teachers  are  awful  at 
their  job.  All  schools  go 
through  problems  and  when 


several  unfortunate  factors 
occur  at  the  same  time,  the 
school  needs  help. 

“At  a time  like  this,  a - 
school  cannot  function  prop- 
erly without  the  support  of 
its  local  authority.  But 
instead  of  getting  support, 
schools,  teachers  and  the 
pupils  are  made  into  scape- 
goats. It  is  without  dispute 
that  teachers  at  Hackney 
Downs  were  made  scapegoats 
and  it  is  very  likely  that  that 
is  what  happened  to  the  head 
at  The  Rid  ings. 

“The  irony  is  that  because 
teachers  at  Hackney  Downs 
actively  worked  against 
exclusions,  there  were  far 
more  disruptive  pupils  In  the 
school,  and  the  school  was 
deemed  to  be  a failure.  The 
Ridings  has  been  given  a bad 
press  because  staff  want  to 
exclude  so  many  pupils.  If 
both  schools  had  been  left  to 
get  on  with  their  job  rather 
than  criticised,  the  problems 
could  have  been  dealt  with." 

Professor  Michael  Barber 
of  the  Institute  of  Education, 
and  a member  of  the  original 
task  force  which  closed  Hack- 
ney Downs,  still  believes  that 
the  disruption  was  worth  it 
for  the  sake  of  the  pupils. 

“Inspectors  visited  the 
school  in  July  and  found  the 
boys  had  integrated  well, 
which  proves  our  decision 


School’s  out . . . pupils 
protest,  but  do  their  views 
ever  matter? 

PHOTO:  E HAMILTON  WEST 


was  in  their  best  interest  We 
made  teachers  and  parents 
aware  that  if  a school 
descends  below  a certain 
level  the  government  will 
intervene.  Hackney  Downs 
was  short-changing  pupils 
and  although  no  one  ever 
wants  to  close  a school,  it  is 


better  than  letting  it  con- 
tinue delivering  a poor  stan- 
dard of  education." 

Professor  Barber  warns 
aginst  the  notoriety  given  to 
individual  pupils  in  recent 
cases:  “What  kind  of  mes- 
sage does  it  send  to  children 
if  you  can  get  lots  of  press 


coverage  by  being  an  annoy- 
ing child.  Have  the  interests 
of  the  pupils  been  entirely 
forgotten?" 

Diane  Abbott.  Labour  MP 
for  Hackney  North  and  Stoke 
Newington  argues  that  when 
a school  collapses  so  publicly 
the  real  problem  of  young 


male  underachievement  in 
inner  city  schools  is  too  read- 
ily glossed  o vet 

Mark  Lushingtan.  of  the 
Hackney  Teachers  Associa- 
tion, responsible  for  the  cam- 
paign to  save  Hackney 
Downs,  agrees: “ lb  purvey 
somewhere  as  the  school 
from  hell,  or  someone  as  the 
pupil  from  hell  is  disgraceful 
and  misleading  to  parents. 
There  may  be  problems  but 
they  must  be  addressed  seri- 
ously and  not  used  for  politi- 
cal advantage." 

According  to  Lushingtan, 
it  is  the  selection  process;  ar 
what  he  refers  to  as  the  “Har- 
riet Harman  Syndrome”, 
that  is  the  real  problem: 
“When  you  have  one  under- 
subscribed  school  In  an  area 
surrounded  by  grant  main- 
tained and  selective  schools, 
guess  where  the  excluded 
pupils  end  up? 

“No  lessons  have  been 
learnt  from  Hackney  Downs. 
Those  involved  in  the  debate 
have  got  to  stop  blaming 
individual  schools  and  pupils 
for  the  systematic  failures 
that  arise  out  of  government 
policy*’ 

Hamah  Pool 


9.  “Hob  boon  oo  support* 
hro  during  all  thlo,  ratify 
owoottomo."  Who  woo 
th*  baring  partner? 

(a)  Paul  Gaoeofcmo 
fb)  Liam  GUrftoghor 
(c)  Potor  Hook 
(cp  Matt  Bowora 

10.  “My  doctor  recom- 
mondod  that  I go  homo. 
Boafdoa,  Mika  Tyson 
noodad  my  room."  Who 
boat  too  obituarists? 


•1 1 . Who  garvo  tho  green 
fight  to  David  Crononborg^a 
controversial  film  Crash? 

(a)  Mchaol  Winner 

(b)  James  Forman 

{cj  The  Dally  Telegraph 
(d)  The  RAC 

12.  Out  for  tim  Count? 

But  not  any  more.  Who? 
fa)  Mgol  Bonn 

(b)  Mike  Tyson 
(cj  Evander  HolyfMd 
(d)  Raine  Spencer 

13.  It  measured  3.8  on  the 
Richter  Scale.  But  where 
did  the  earthquake  strike? 

14.  Mr  Dave  Parker 
changed  his  name  to 
Mr  C 539  FUG.  Why? 

15.  British  scientists 
answered  42;  American 
astrophysicists  said  65. 
But  what  was 

the  question? 

Answers,  bottom  left  of  this  page 


I say  yes, 
you  say  no 


Quiz  answers 

1 . Prince  Andrew,  rumours  about  whose 
sexuality  were  scotched  by  Sarah  Fegu- 
son  on  a US  chat  show. 

2.  fb)  Sarah  Ferguson 

3.  (0  BBC  chairman  Christopher  Bland, 
who  announced  a new  code  of  practice 
aimed  at  curbing  sleaze  on  TV 

4.  Tbs  mate  ladybird,  which  according  to 
□r  Michael  Majerus  of  Cambridge  Univer- 
sity. ft  a "sex-crazed  canntoaT. 

5.  TTv,  which  drtebed  me  show  In  rnW- 
serte  because  of  sinking  ratings. 

6.  Magnus  Magnus3on.  quiz  master  on 
Mastermind,  which  has  been  axed  by  the 
BBC  after  25  years. 

7.  Prince  Charles. 

S.  Liam  Gallagher,  who  appeared  at 
Marytaborw  police  station  on  suspicion  of 

possessing  cocaine  but  Catted  to  chow  up 

dt  Atty  Pa#y  to  coKeet  his  MTV  award. 

9.  Uam  Oalloghflr.  whose  New  Man  quali- 
ties were  praised  by  Patsy  Kensh. 

10.  Frank  Sinatra. 

1 1 . (d)  The  RAC,  a spokesman  for  whom 
said,  "It  sounds  Like  the  horrific  scenes  in 
the  fMmooufd  we#  have  tfw  effect  of  mak- 
ing people  drive  safer," 

12.  Raine  Spencer,  whose  three-year 
marriage  to  Count  Jeon-Frangofs  de 
Chambruri  ended  in  divorce. 

13.  Land's  “My  motharBves  In  Ha- 
sten and  IhsytelY  It  as  weli.  Abttof  plas- 
ter came  of  the  waff,”  reported  one 
distressed  resident 

14.  The  Talbot  Samba-owning  Mr  Parker 
couldn't  afford  a personalised  msnber 
plate,  so  changed  fes  name  to  match  the 
car  instead. 

1 5.  The  question  was.  What  Is  die  Hubble 
Constant?  The  Constant  wMch  mea- 
sures the  ratio  between  the  speed  at 
which  galaxies  recede  and  their  distance 
from  us,  Is  the  key  question  ki  cosmology. 


{page  13  cated  15-year-olds  of  | 
the  dangers  of  the  drug.  They  ; 
appeared  on  TV  talk  shows,  basi- 
cally taking  the  line:  “we  want 
people  to  be  given  the  Information  ! 
to  make  an  informed  choice,  and 
the  choice  should  be  'no’  ".  The  | 
campaign  may  have  frightened  off 
kids  who  have  never  taken  the 
drug  but  those  who  had,  and  who 
had  not  died,  but  who  on  the  con- 
trary had  enjoyed  themselves, 
were  unlikely  to  change  their 
minds.  In  the  Sunday  Telegraph 
earlier  this  yean  19-year-old  jour- 
nalist Libby  Brooks  described 
spending  a day  with  Paul  and  Jan  i 
Betts.  She  admits  in  the  article:  “I 
am  not  a regular  usee  but  from 
time  to  time  I like  to  get  off  my 
head"  — a trait  she  shares  with 
this  correspondent  As  Brooks 
leaves  the  well-meaning  couple, 
she  concludes:  “I  want  to  call  them 
back  and  tell  them  that  1 have  been 
converted  too.  But  that  would 
make  me  a liar.  Those  good  people 

have  nothing  to  teach  me.  They 
bave  much  to  learn.  And  it  makes 
me  sad  that  they  will  never  under- 
stand why  “ 

When  I was  at  school,  the  head- 
master showed  us  slides  of  poor 
wretches  with  stomach  cancers. 
FOul  medical  close-ups,  to  fry  to 
put  us  off  smoking.  We  were  13.  A 
year  later,  we  were  smoking  ciga- 
rettes. smoking  dope,  inhaling 
Tipp-Ex  thinners  and  getting 
drunk  at  weekends  on  beer  and 
elder:  The  head’s  chat  had  no  effect 
whatsoever.  The  fact  is  that 
teenagers  and  young  people 
largely  ignore  the  moral  codes 
imposed  on  them  by  the  forces  of 
authority  and  invent  their  own 
which  are  based  on  their  particu- 
lar situation  and  their  peer  group. 

Among  those  who  would  count 
themselves  as  part  of  the  Hnnrp 
culture,  there  seems  to  be  a con- 
sensus that  Leah  Betts's  death  did 
help  because  it  provoked  debate. 
“All  the  dance  magazines  debated 
the  issue,"  says  Mary  Ann  Wright, 
currently  working  on  a PhD  ifanrp 
culture  at  Loudon's  City  Univer- 
sity The  Face  magazine  carried  an 
interview  with  Paul  and  Jan.  The 
Guardian  held  a debate  on  the  sub- 


Leah  Betts,  her  father  Paul,  and  stepmother,  Jan ...  a tragic  death,  followed  by  a campaign  that  is  doomed  to  fail? 


ject.  information  on  the  drug 
forced  its  way  to  the  public  arena. 
“And  it  did  highlight  the  fact  that 
there  is  a small  chance  <rf  getting  a 
bad  reaction,  from  Ecstasy  Some 
parents  called  drugs  agencies,  and 
were  assured  that  their  child  prob- 
ably did  not  have  a problem,"  says 
Wright. 

However,  those  who  were 
already  into  E and  the  culture  that 
surrounds  it  found  the  campaign 
irritating.  “It  was  a horrendous 
thing  that  happened  to  Leah 
Betts's  parents,"  says  Wright  “But 
does  that  give  them  a right  to  pre- 
scribe a formula  for  the  whole 
country?” 

An  article  in  London  listings 
magazine  Time  Out  by  Matthew 
Collin,  a former  editor  of  style 
magazine  i-D,  says  there  is  little 
statistical  evidence  that  Ecstasy  is 
losing  popularity — last  year  Cus- 
toms and  Excise  seized  456kg  of 
MDMA  (from  which  E is  made),  a 


21  per  cent  increase  on  1994,  and 
which  compares  with  zero  10  years 
ago.  But  some  clubbers,  he 
reports,  are  saying  that  it  is  on  the 
way  out  He  concludes  that  the 
only  factor  “that  could  seriously 
dent  the  drug’s  popularity  is 
changing  pop  cultural  fashions". 
In  other  words,  any  decline  in  the 
drug's  use  would  have  little  or 
nothing  to  do  with  campaigns,  leg- 
islation. or  anti-E  propaganda. 

“The  scene  reached  a real  peak 
about  a year  ago.  says  Richard 
Benson,  editor  of  the  Face.  “Glas- 
tonbury was  very  good,  the  music 
was  very  good.  There's  since  been 
a comedown  element  These 
things  go  hi  cycles."  And  cycles 
which  are  not  determined  by  the 
government  or  newspapers. 
Nicholas  Saunders  uses  the  exam- 
ple of  the  football  hooliganism  of 
the  eighties.  “1  think  events  win 
take  their  course.  The  authorities 
are  never  in  control,  they're 


always  one  stage  behind.  For 
example,  all  attempts  to  stamp  out 
hooliganism  foiled,  and  it  came  to 
an  end  of  its  own  accord.  The 
moods  of  the  people  are  not  dic- 
tated by  government.” 


SO  can  governments  and 
parents  tell  its  children . 
and  its  citizens  how  to 
behave?  wm  campaigns 
and  laws  ever  have  an 
effect?  A glance  at  history  will 
reveal  that  attempts  to  limit  or 
control  our  behaviour  are  doomed 
to  failure,  often  encouraging  the 
very  behaviour  that  it  was 
intended  to  repress.  As  thinker 
John  Mlchell,  author  of  Who 
Wrote  Shakespeare?,  puts  it, 

“Whenever  yon  get  dampdowns 
you  get  a problem.  Before  drugs 
were  illegal,  opium  and  cannabis 
were  freely  available  and  no  one 
really  thought  much  about  it" 

It  could  be  argued,  too.  that 


Ecstasy  culture  has  also  spawned 
a criminal  class,  which  is  making 
money  from  the  E generation.  But 
there  is  surprisingly  little  hostil- 
ity to  dealers  on  the  scene  — 
although  most  people  would  prefer 
a situation  where  they  we  not 
criminalised  for  taking  an 
informed  decision  on  their  choice 
oT  intoxicant 

And  wfaat«lse  has  happened  in  a 
year?  While  a year  ago,  when  it 
seemed  as  if  every  newspaper  wa$ 
running  the  headline  “the  agony 
of  Ecstasy"  at  least  once  a week,  in 

recent  weeks  they  have  been  frill  of 

stories  on  “swinging  London", 
"oool  Britannia”.  Surely  the  two 
cultures  cannot  be  unrelated? 
While  it  would  certainly  be  absurd 
to  attribute  the  cultural  confi- 
dence the  country  is  currently 
experiencing  solely  to  the  use  of 
Ecstasy  h would  also  be  foolish  to 
separate  the  two  phenomena.  Just 
as  LSD  and  pot-smoktng  allowed 


people  in  the  sixties  to  look 
around  them  in  new  ways,  and 
therefore  create  appropriate 
music  and  art  for  the  tunes,  so  it  is 
with  Ecstasy  Its  use  has  stimu- 
lated a creative,  entrepreneurial 
generation  who  are  doing  things 
despite  an  unhelpful  welfare  state 
system  and  a plethora  of  restric- 
tive. prohibitive  laws  which  seek 
to  limit  their  freedoms. 

Those  who  promote  prohibitive 
laws  are  still  op  to  their  old  tricks. 
Last  Saturday  the  papers  reported 
a renewed  attempt,  promoted  by 
Barry  Legg,  Conservative  MP  for 
Milton  Keynes  South-West  to 
damp  down  on  nightclubs.  He  has 
called  for  new  laws  to  enable  coun- 
cils to  shut  down  clubs  If  they 
provide  evidence  of  drug-dealing 
or  drug-taking  on  the  premises.  As 
if  we  need  yet  more  laws.1  The 
pledge  of  the  Home  Secretary 
Michael  Howard,  to  “Stop  the 
pushers  from  poisoning  our  chil- 
dren" has  never  looked  more 
absurd  in  the  light  of  swinging 
Britain.  He  might  as  well  be  say- 
ing "stop  the  pushers  giving  the 
young  people  drugs  and  stimulat- 
ing a cultural  renaissance  the  like 
of  which  has  not  been  seen  in  this 
country  since  the  sixties  and  for 
which  this  government  will  then 
take  the  credit." 

The  irony  of  this  is  not  lost  on 
Richard  Benson  at  the  Face.  “It’s 
fonny  that  clubs  like  the  Ministry 
of  Sound,  house  clubs  partly 
defined  by  Ecstasy  are  being  pro- 
moted as  tourist  attractions.  Our 
bouse  culture  is  a world-wide 
export”  And  we  are  in  an  odd  situ- 
ation where  the  culture  is  being 
simultaneously  “clamped"  down 
on  boasted  about — John  Major,  in 
his  feelgood  speech  last  week  the 
annual  Lord  Mayor’s  banquet  at 
Guildhall,  said  “our  streets  are 
bustling  with  foreign  tourists" 
and  “our  pop  culture  rules  the  air- 
waves". 

Says  Benson;  “The  subculture 
is  now  creating  the  national  impe- 
tus. Mainstream  culture  has  been 
eroded,  because  you  can’t  live  that 
tort  of  life  any  more.”  Foreign 
touriste  flock  here  to  take  a bite 
from  that  culture,  and  while  they 
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*v,*So^e^lns  mu8t  done,"  goes 

ment  when  faced  with  phenom- 
ena it  does  not  understand.  This  is 

u 3*>u  want  a 
healfby  society  then  nothing  must 
beArne.  just  let  the  people  get  on 
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SirNicholas  Scott,  MP  for  Chelsea,  is  on  trial  by  his  local  association  for  the  second  time  in  a year 


■ 1VI  hi ■ I ivy  II  I 

A career  in  the  balance 


f^SWNA COLES 
INTERVIEW 


SIR  NICHOLAS  SCOTT 
is  a man  who  has  dis- 
appointed life  as  much 
as  life  has  disap- 
pointed hhn  you  can 
see  it  in  his  pouchy 
face;  his  eyelids  droop  as  If  they 
can  barely  be  bothered  to  stay 
open.  At  63,  his  voice  is  now  a 
time-stained  drawl,  as  if  his  lips 
can  barely  summon  up  the  energy 
to  form  themselves  into  words. 
Even  his  handshake  is  borecL 
“Hello  there,"  he  murmurs,  pad- 
ding languidly  across  the  foyer  of 
Norman  Shaw  North,  the  House  of 
Commons  overflow,  in  which  he 
has  his  office. 

Probably  not  for  much  longer.  In 
two  weeks'  time,  his  30-year  career 
at  Westminster  will  be  on  trial 
again.  This  time  last  year.  Chelsea 
Conservatives  were  discussing  the 
incident  in  which  his  Volvo  bit  an- 
other Volvo,  trapping  a three-year- 
old  French  child  in  his  pram.  Scott 
was  said  to  have  fled  the  scene. 

According  to  the  tabloids,  it  was 
not  an  edifying  tale,  but  after  hear- 
ing his  side  of  it,  the  Chelsea  Con- 
servative Association  agreed  to 
give  him  a second  chance.  This 
time  round,  after  an  initial  vote  of 
no  confidence,  they  will  be  die- 
cussing  his  collision  with  a 
Bournemouth  pavement  at  the 
Tory  Party  Conference.  “Slumped 
Drunk  in  the  Street"  yelled  the 
Daily  Mirror  front  page. 

Ensconced  in  his  cosy  office  an 
the  third  floor,  I ask  Scott  what 
happens  to  him  when  he  drinks.  *T 
don’t  get  drunk\"  he  protests 
crossly,  sounding  like  a boastful 
teenager.  ‘T  don’t  get  drunU  For 
the  last  couple  of  years,  my  intake 
of  alcohol  has  been  absolutely  min- 
imal' I think  rve  reached  the  point 
where  I'll  just  stop  it  altogether, 
just  as  well,  be  absolutely  teeto- 
taL"  And  he  makes  a jubilant  little 
harrumphing  noise. 

It  was  during  Ms  six-year  minis- 
terial stint  in  Northern  Ireland 
that  he  got  into  the  alcohol  habit 
“Business  was  often  conducted 
over  a glass  of  whisky,  or  two.  And 
really,  I suppose  that  habit  per- 
sisted when  we  came  back.  But  my 
wife  and  1 discussed  it  and  really 
for  the  last  couple  of  years,  Tve 
drunk  hardly  at  alL" 

In  which  case,  he  must  consider 
himself  the  unluddest  man  in 
Britain.  “The  incident  last  year 
[with  the  pram]  wen,  I was  one 
glass  over  the  limit!  One  glass  over 
the  limit!"  And  this  year’s?  “At 
Bournemouth,  at  the  Irish  Em- 
bassy party  I bad  two  glasses  of 
wine,  which  is  well  under  any 
limit!  But  at  that  point  I was  tak- 
ing these  painkillers  as  a result  of 
a fell  and  they  can  cause  vertigo 
and  dizziness!" 

They  also  caused  him  to  sleep 
straight  through  bis  own  constitu- 
ency drinks  party  — even  the  dep- 
uty chairman  hammering  on  his 
hotel  door  failed  to  rouse  him. 
Didn't  be  realise  strong  painkillers 
and  alcohol  don't  mix?  "I  came  out 
of  the  party  having  had  ...  well, 
they  offered  me  whisky  and  I 
turned  that  down!  X don’t  drink 
spirits  at  all  but  I thought  a couple 
of  glasses  of  white  wine  wouldn’t 
go  amiss.  1 came  out  into  the  open, 

I fell  and  had  a dizzy  spelL" 

I try  again.  Didn't  he  realise  al- 
cohol and  painkillers  don't  rtJx? 

"It  never  occured  to  me!  People 
say  ‘Oh,  everyone  knows  that!’  But 
Tve  never  been  01!” 

At  this  point,  the  door  nudges 
open  and  in  trots  Patricia  SH1- 
Johnson,  Scott’s  charming  secre- 
tary, who  has  been  with  him  since 
the  seventies.  Pretty  in  a navy 
suit  she  was  his  passenger  on  the 
night  of  the  car  accident.  “Cup  of 
coffee?"  she  asks.  I say  Td  prefer 
tea  “I  think  we’ve  run  out,"  Inter- 
rupts Sir  Nicholas,  "because  I nor- 
mally drink  tea  and  I haven’t  got 
one!” 

“I  could  always  scrounge  one.* 
laughs  Patricia  in  her  gentle  but 
distinctly  Tory  voice,  and  I try  to 
imagine  her  at  the  scene  of  the  ac- 
cident, allegedly  shrieking  "Do 
you  know  who  X am?  French  scum* 
French  scum!”  . 

■TV)  you  Want  a coffee?”  she  asks  ■ 
lovingly.  "Yes,”  says  Sir  Nicholas  - 
nlcely/"Black  please.  Now.  where 

were  weT' 
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Scott  — ‘I  fell  and  had  a dizzy  spelL’  Didn't  he  realise  alcohol  and  painkillers  don’t  mix?  *It  never  occurred  to  meP 


We  were  on  the  subject  of  his 
doctor,  to  whose  house  Scott 
retreated  after  I’qfftdre  Volvo.  “As 
it  happens,  he  lives  about  75  yards 
away  from  the  incident  and  I told 
people  at  the  scene:  Tm  going 
down  the  road,  if  anyone  wants  to 
see  me  or  talk  to  me,  you  know  the 
address  — send  them  down  to 
me’.  ” 

Send  than  down  to  me.  This 
phrase  is  delivered  in  such,  an  im- 
perious, arrogant,  patrician  tone,  I 
want  to  lean  across  the  desk  and 
throttle  him.  Send  them  down  to 
you,  hut  you’d  just  backed  another 
car  into  a child. 

“AH  this  business  about  the 
child,  the  child  wasn't  injured! 
They  took  him  to  accident  and 
emergency  at  Chelsea  and  West- 
minister; they  found  no  problems 
whatsoever.  It  turned  out  I was 
one  glass  over  the  limit!  As  soon  as 
someone  said  there’s  a child  been 
hurt.  I went  down  to  speak  to  the 
parents.  The  child  was  laying.  As  I 
got  there,  I was  told  by  someone 
who  happened  to  be.  walking  past 
and  turned  out  to  be  a pediatri- 
cian: Tve  already  inspected  the  ; 
child  and  there’s  nothing  wrong  1 
with  him’."  ‘ . 

“Excuse  me,”  says  Patricia, 
coming  in  and  . brandishing  a 
triumphant  cup.  - '.Tour  -.teabag. 
Earl  Grey!”  “Did  I get  any  coffee?” 
grumbles  ScotL  “If  Td  known 
you  were  going  to  find  an  Earl 


'I  don’t  get 
drank!  For 
the  last 
couple  of 
years,  my 
intake  of 
alcohol 
has  been 
absolutely 
minimal!’ 


I JEREMY 
HARDY 


How  to 
avoid  tears 
before 
bedtime 


I WAS  going  to  say  that  no  one  . 
likes  to  be  told  haw  to  bring  up 
children.  But  some  people  own 
books  telling  than  how  to  do 
everything,  from  parenting  to  loft- 
con vers  ton.  From  birth  onwards, 
books  give  advice  in  minute  detail 
as  to  every  aspect  of  baby-care. 

Parents  who  bottle-feed  are  de- 
nounced for  rearing  an  idiot  with 
no  immune  system.  Men  who. take . 
an  active  rote  in  caring  for  babies 
are  depicted  as  ugly  and  bearded, 
and  really  only  there  to  play  the 

guitar.  Most  men  are  expected  to 
go  back  to  work  the  second  the 
cord  tecuL  having  arranged  for 

their  own  mother  to  come  and  stay 
in  order  to  criticise  her  daughter- 
in-law  as  much  as  possible. 

Even  in  modem  society,  the  ex- 
tended femilyteamajor  sourced 
support  and  advice  for  new 

parents:  “You  need  to  super-glue 
his  little  bo  ttom  to  the  potty  - My 
Colin  was  toilet-trained  atmx  . . 


Once  the  child  Is  a toddler,  the 

book  advicejs  mostly  a list  ofill- 


I nesses.  Then  there’s  a bit  about 
bed-wetting  and  a short  conclud- 
ing chapter  entitled  “The  Rest  of 
Your  Child's  Life”. 

Parents  are  then  pretty  much  on 

mujn  an  far  as  aumlar  philH. 

care  books  are  concemed,  al- 
though I predict  a complete  rever- 
sal ofthte  to  the  coming  year.  The 
whole  emphasis  of  the  literature 
wfll  be  on  psychology,  and  the 
baby-care  will  be  thrown  out  with 
the  correct  tempera  tore  of  the 
bath  water.  The  thing  troubling  all 
parents  win  be  whether  we  are 
rearing  a nation  of  squeegee-mer- 
chants. Enter  New  Labour. 

Jack  Straw  is  a seasoned  politi- 
cian- Doubtless  he  is  fuming  that 
his  call  for  a national  debate  about 
bedtimes  has  been  taken  out  of 
context,  buthamust  know  that  ifa 
politician  says  something  that  is 
even  more  stupid  than  the  rest  of  - 
what  he  says,  it  will  be  taken  out 
context  He’s  old  enough  to  have 
learned  that  however  many  words 
apbUticten  epeaks  or  writes,  the  • 
odd  phrase  will  haunt  him  forever. 


Grey  tea-bag,  1 would  have  tea 
myself” 

Which  way  does  he  think  his 
association  win  vote?  “I  have  no 
idea,"  he  shrugs,  and  for  a brief 
moment  be  looks  so  weary  I won- 
der if  he’s  past  caring.  Tve  looked 
after  the  constituency  very  weJL 
People  think  of  Chelsea  as 
Lowndes  Square,  well  there’s 
World’s  End  with  social  issues  and 
problems,  Earl’s  Court  which 
changes  very  test” 

What's  the  percentage  of  unem- 
ployed people?  “Oh  Td  have  to  look 
it  up  to  give  you  the ...  the ...  the 
exact  figure.”  he  says. 

“It’s  about  12  par  cent,  I think," 
chirrups  Patricia  helpfully. 

“About  12,  is  it?”  he  says,  sound- 
ing rather  surprised.  “London  is 
booming  at  the  moment  If  you 
look  at  Walton  Street  and  Beau- 
champ Place,  well  two  years  ago, 
there  were  quite  a.  lot  of  To  Let 
signs  up  in  both  — - not  a bad  ba- 
rometer for  the  constituency.  Well, 
I was  talking  to  someone  an  the 
phone  the  other  day  and  they  said: 
Tfs  come  right  down,  you  know. 
People  really  are  taking  up  tenan- 
cies In  those  two  areas’! " 

I feel  Mm  saying:  “Fancy  that" 
But  instead  I ask  what  hell  do  if 
he  is  deselected?  “I  don’t  know 
what  l shall  do"  he  says  Irritated. 
Well  how  would  he  earn  a living? 
Tve  got  lots  of  things  to  da  Fm 
involved  in  various  charitable 


If  someone  produces  a 1,000-page 
document  on  homelessness,  detail- 
ing all  sorts  of  innovative  propos- 
als to  tackle  the  problem,  the 

words  “Let’s  have  a cull"  will  be 
the  one  everyone  notices.  like- 
wise, ifa  politician  uses  words 
which  have  an  echo  of  corruption, 
malpractice  or  disloyalty,  they 
will  be  taken  out  of  context  Ifa 
Tory  rebel  says,  “The  Prime  Min- 
ister’s useless  and  I don’t  support 
him,”  the  exact  contest  of  the 
phrase  will  recede  from  public 
view.  Ifa  minister  writes  down 
some  Ideas,  one  of  which  is,  “We 
could  rigtbe  election",  no  one  will 
care  very  much  what  the  preced- 
ing or  following  sentences  were. 

So,  Mr  Straw  has  opened  a 
healthy  debate  about  whether  he  is 
barktogly  clueless  or  simply 
weird  He  is  dearly  one  of  the  par- 
ty's loony  right  who  are  more  con- 
cerned with  pushing  their  own 
extreme  Ideas  toan  winning  elec- 
tions. Butdoes  be  not  realise  that 
hfe  ift  making  h imfiptf  hiaparty  1 

a laughing  stock?  Does  be  now 


foundations.  Fm  a consultant  to 
the  Bank  of  Ireland”  Does  he 
understand  why  some  people 
think  he  should  go?  “Yes.  But 
move  away  from  the  incident, 
which  I think  most  rational  people 
would  not  think  was  a great  disas- 
ter. The  fact  is  that  the  uniting  of 
Kensington  and  Chelsea,  because 
of  boundary  changes,  has  left  a 
degree  of  resentment  to  Kensing- 
ton. They  fed.  they’re  the  junior 
partner,  taken  over  by  a richer 
and  stronger  Conservative 
association." 

How  petty,  I say.  “You  may 
think  that,"  he  replies  wryly.  , 
“Letts  say  I couldn't  possibly  com- 
ment-" But  it  must  be  infuriating  i 
to  feel  that  after  so  many  years  he 
may  be  forced  out  because  of  inter- 
party squabbles. 

“I  think  we  have  IB  parliamen- 
tary candidates  within  the  constit- 
uency and  there  are  a certain 
number  of  ambitious  young  men 
who  might  have  some  sort  of  inter- 
est in  all  this.” 

Unable  to  bear  it  any  longer.  Pa- 
tricia who  has  been  hovering,  sud- 
denly bursts  out  excitedly:  “I 
might  add  that  in  my  experience 
all  Conservative  associations  have 
always  had  things  simmering 
under  the  surface!  If  you  get  a 
united  local  association,  it's  not 
real!"  Flushed  by  this  sudden  out- 
break. she  smiles  apologetically 
and  backs  out  of  the  room. 


In  1974.  Time  magazine  fingered 
Scott  as  a potential  world  leader, 
so  what  went  wrong?  He  never 
even  made  the  Cabinet  and  two 
Years  ago,  bis  own  daughter.  Vic- 
toria, a campaigner  for  disabled 
rights,  derided  him  publicly,  call- 
I fag  him  nwflwhanrt  and  a liar  after 
he  scuttled  a private  member's 
Disabled  Persons  BUL  “Politics  is 
a rough  old  trade,"  he  smiles 
grimly.  “You  don’t  go  into  politics 
thinking  everyone’s  going  to  be 
nice  to  you  all  the  time.”  . 

So  why  stay?  He's  bad  a safe  seat 
and  two  junior  ministerial  posts, 
what  can  be  left  for  him?  “It 
sounds  pompous  but  I want  to 
show  new  people  round,  show 
them  how  it's  done.  I was  very  con- 
scious of  people  bolding  my  hand 
and  telling  me  what  not  to  do." 

But  new  MPs  may  not  want  him 
to  hold  their  hand.  Frankly,  they 
may  laugh  at  hfai  and  think  he’s 
out  of  control?  “1  think  your  col- 
leagues in  the  press  had  a ball,”  he 
says  angrily.  Uh-oh,  here  we  go. 
“Most  of  the  reports  were  grossly 
unfair  to  me.  It’s  not  pleasant  to 
read  that  stuff  or  for  your  family 
and  friends.  Our  press  is  pretty 
awfliL” 

I say  that  he  doesn’t  seem  to  dis- 
play much  remorse  or  embarrass- 
ment about  either  incident  “I 
don’t  feel  pleased,”  he  shrugs.  “I 
would  much  prefer  it  hadn't  hap- 
pened." No  doubt  being  farced  to 
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stand  for  reselection  is  inconve- 
nient But  be  doesn't  seem  particu- 
larly, well,  ashamed.  Tm  sad  be- 
cause of  the  hurt  that  happened  to 
family  but  Fm  not  going  to  go  into 
some  deep  purgatory.  Perhaps  be- 
cause of  the  way  your  profession 
behaved.  I would  have  had  a 
totally  different  approach  if  it  had 
been  reported  fairly.”  Did  he  com- 
plain about  the  way  it  was 
reported?  “No."  Why  hasn't  he 
complained  to  the  Press  Com- 
plaints Commission?  “I  should 
have  done." 

There  is  another  thing  which  is 
puzzling  about  Sir  Nicholas.  Hi? 
father  was  a policeman  yet  his 
own  manner  is  impeccably  grand. 
How  come?  “No,  no,  no!  My  wife's 
family’s  quite  grand,  but  not 
mine!” 

Before  I go,  we  descend  into  the 
foyer  to  take  his  photograph  and 
Glenda  Jackson  saunters  past 
humming.  Scott  tries  to  catch  her 
eye  but  she  keeps  on  going  and  Tm 
reminded  that  although  Tory  col- 
leagues talk  warmly  of  Scott  there 
is  one  word  which  keeps  cropping 
up.  Vanity. 

Is  he  vain?  He  raises  an  eye- 
tarow.  “I  can’t  think  of  anything 
less  appropriate,  not  in  the  least! 
I’m  a relaxed  person  who  gets  on 
with  life.  Not  in  the  least!  Doesn't 
even  cross  my  mind.  I try  to  stay 
fit  bit  of  golf  and  tennis.  I have  a 
tatting  average  of  27  this  season!” 


know  that  he  appears  to  exhibit  all 
the  signs  of  paranoia?  Did  he 
watch  the  Caine  Mutiny  and  think 
that  Captain  Queeg  was  right 


Men  who  take  an 
active  role  in  caring  for 
babies  are  depicted 
as  ugly  and  bearded, 
and  really  only  there 
to  play  the  guitar 

about  the  strawberries?  Labour 
are  absolutelyright  to  point  out 
that  Tory  policies  faster  crime. 
They  are  right  to  paint  out  that 
people  work  too  hard  and 
don't  spend  enough  time  with  their 
families.  And  they  are  right  to 
point  out  that  most  of  us  have  abso- 
lutely no  idea  how  to  bring  up 
children. 


Jack  Straw’s  parents,  for  exam- 
ple sent  him  to  boarding  school. 
But  considering  the  dearth  of  help 
and  support,  most  parents  do 
remarkahly  well  It  would  be  very 
helpful  if  there  were  groups  we 
could  to  for  help,  advice  and 
riimmsginn,  although  given  that 
thp  primary  problem  for  most 
parents  is  that  they  are  exhausted 
and  brake,  such  groups  would 
probably  be  populated  only  by  the 
comfortable  and  bored. 

The  implication  of  Straw's  pro- 
nouncements is  not  that  help 
should  be  on  offer  to  everyone, 
with  no  stigma  attached,  but  that 
parents  who  may  be  struggling 
should  be  coaxed  or  bullied  into 
remedial  parenting  tuition. 

We  already  have  health  visitors 
and  social  workers  who  have  the 
power  to  Intervene  in  families, 
and  get  an  enormous  amount  of 
stick  as  a result,  sometimes  de- 
servedly, sometimes  not  Undoubt- 
edly, they  are  to  a terrible  posi- 
tion, faced  with  an  overwhelming 
consensus  that  people  must  be 


allowed  to  do  what  they  like  to 
their  own  children. 

The  traditional  family  is  such  a 
sacred,  self-enclosed  unit  in  so 
many  minds,  that  the  Idea  that 
children  are  not  the  property  of 
their  parents  is  still  taking  off.  The 
idea  that  they  are  not  the  property 
of  their  parents*  landowners  or 
employers  is  only  a century  old. 

So,  yes.  the  state  has  a role  to 
play  to  helping  children  by  helping 
their  parents.  But  I q uestion 
whether  a panic-stricken  belief 
that  the  world ’s  gone  mad  and  that 
it’s  the  parent ’s  fault  is  the  best 
position  from  which  to  advance 
ideas  about  society's  collective  res- 
ponsibility for  children. 

I somehow  doubt  that  a man  who 
is  frightened  of  men  with  rags 
touching  his  windscreen  Is  tixe 
right  man  to  advance  any  ideas. 

Bat  let  us  takes  progressive  view 
of  Jack  Straw  and  say  that  there’s 
no  such  thing  as  a had  Shadow 
Home  Secretary  — he’s  just  over- 
tired and  cranky,  and  he’s  show- 
ing off 
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Revenge, 
Fergie  and 
those  long 
Icelandic 
nights 


SUNDAY:  The  writer  Derek 
Tangye  died  last  month,  and 
a friend  who  knew  him  de- 
scribed a new  phenomenon:  fam- 
ous people  getting  posthumous 
revenge  on  their  would-be  biogra- 
phers — especially  those  who  want 
a spot  of  rumpy-pumpy  to  help 
sales.  Tangye  led  an  interesting 
life.  Before  the  war  he  was  a fam- 
ous gossip  columnist  Then  he 
worked  for  MI5,  and  afterwards 
suddenly  ran  off  to  a cUfftop  house 
in  Cornwall  with  Jeannle,  thought 
to  be  the  most  beautiful  woman  in 
London-  Here  he  wrote  several 
best-sailing  books,  with  titles  like 

A Gull  On  The  Roof  and  A Donkey 

In  The  Meadow.  As  it  happened, 
he  and  Jeannle  both  had  many  af* 
fairs  (A  Beaver  In  My  Bed  would 
have  been  a good  title)  and  it  was 
partly  to  prevent  the  details  hems 
printed  that  be  destroyed  ail  ms 
papers.  He  said  that  he  didn't  trust 
any  contemporary  writers-  I also 
gather  ♦bar  the  writer  Martha  Gell' 
horn,  Hemingway's  former  lover, 
has  held  a ritual  burning  of  all  bis 
letters,  on  a mountainside  m 
Wales,  so  that  story  can  never  be 
told  either. 

MONDAY:  Luckily  we  still  have 
Fergie’s  autobiography.  Like  a lot 
of  obsessives,  she  is  good  at  beat 


ing  her  breast  for  her  sins,  and 
equally  good  at  excusing  than.  But 
one  part  of  her  story  rings  true: 
the  sheer  awflilness  of  living  in 
Buckingham  Palace.  The  boredom, 
the  dreary . half-cold  meals,  the 
hating  — freezing  in  a cold 
spring,  boiling  during  an  Indian 
summer  — the  mean-minded  40- 
watt  bulbs,  and  worst  of  all  the 
courtiers,  or  the  Grey  Men  as  foe 
cans  them.  These  semi-hereditary 
honeheads  are  the  purest  kind  ctf 
bureaucrat,  existing  only  to  per- 
petuate their  own  positions.  1 bad 
heard  in  Japan  that  the  Imperial 
Household  rales  the  Emperor  and 
his  family  absolutely,  but  hadn’t 
realised  something  similar  hap- 
pens here.  She  quotes  Prince 
Charles:  “We  don’t  run  our  staff. 
They  run  ns."  They  were  horrible 
i to  Fergie,  no  doubt  with  some  jus- 
l tice.  but  one  had  heard  stories 
about  their  petty  rivalries  and 
hjfrfliing  long  before  that;  the 
Queen's  staff  refusing  the  Prince 
foe  use  afthe  Royal  Train,  without 
foe  Queen  even  knowing,  for  ex- 
ample. Most  grotesque  of  all,  these 
ghastly  placemen,  see  their  job  as 
preserving  the  royal  mystique  for 
future  generations.  They  have 
managed  that  trick  as  successfully 
as  Robert  Maxwell  managed  foe 
Mirror  pension  fond. 


TUESDAY:  The  Europeans  have 
found  a way  round  our  Social 
Chapter  Opt-Out,  and  foe  Govern- 
ment is  farinas.  Some  of  us  are  Old’ 
enough  to  remember  a time  when 


1 had  heard  in  Japan 
that  the  Imperial 
Household  rules  the 
Emperor,  but  hadn’t 
realised  something 
similar  happens  here 

the  rightwing  press  described  Brit- 
ish workers  aa  idle  good-for-noth- 
ings compared  to  the  Stakhanov- 
ites  of  foe  continent.  Now  we  are 
told  that  British  employees  yearn 
only  to  work  around  the  dock, 

, preferably  without  holidays,  ma- 

I temity  leave  or  job  security.  (By 
contrast,  MPs  can  wok  a 38-week 
year  if  they  wish.)  Sadly,  both 
sides  are  right  jobs  are  draining 
to  China,  Tru^a  next  to  East 
Africa.  Yet  what  kind  of  triumph 
for  the  Tories  Is  it  that,  after  IT 
years,  they  have  merely  persuaded 
us  grudgingly  to  accept  that  our 


standard  of  living  is  how  way  be- 
hind thereptcf  Eurcp^_.  T 

WEDNESDAY:  At  a twfeicrafr 
I sat  TUfW*  toJaek  HetSey,  fit  his 
day  one  rf  the  most  popular .actors 
on  TV.  You  .might  ranted -Cat* 
dftz.  People  still  tell  hteri  "Yah 
used  to  he  Jack  HedteyF’  We  were  ■ 


TheGuanflan 

where  be  aded  mJSJfSS^S. 


Saturday  Novfgflb6*1 


SMALLWEED 


that  OlivifflTwas  an  stickier  for  get- 
ting t>w*n  exactly  right!  HedJey 
was  ta  hiajrodpntion  of  Cat  On  A 
Hot  Tin- Roof  (pat  by  Derek  Tan- 
gye) and  had  acquired  foe  services 
of  Maureen  Sfiqfl  gtQiy  whom  Ten- 
nessee WBllams  regardai  as.  foe 
Interpreter  of  his  work.  The 

great  actress  jtoaRy  Arrived,  and  a 
hush  descended  as  Gfifcfer  "spoke. 
'Tarry  said:'  just 

an  the  border  betrosm^exuiessee 
and  Alabama.  is  go- 

ing to  show  ukhdw-to^get  foe  as> 

1 cm t aftso&teiyijerilet  Baffled, 
she  rephed:  ‘AIL^.cSStf'tr:  fackfri* 
know,  alt  jes*  ’cam«3|imt»-  down 
tbeyah  scmeplacei'^J5k-  m~ ■■■ 

THURSDAY:  ^adL^  Master- 

mtpd  fe  qndtng,  fhonjgil  dflrt  sup- 
pose Magnus  Masmssan  Is.  too 
sorry,  g*n«>  hewanis'tSbe  thought 
of  as  a historumSrafher  than  TV 
qoiz  show  host^r  oface  joined  a 
memorable  press>  trip  to  Iceland 


gadotnr.  wno  ww  ~ 
beauty  at  foe  country.  She  stna 
SStfr  fee  long  summer  nigg- 
“foe  young  peoide 

■5SR5R.*5.SyS 

■SSSSBSttsgig 

war,  foough-  bow  thqy  fornri  a 

rby^  for  the  minist^™  Hatr 
tmriey,  I don't  ktoowjfognus 
faqredlbiy  keen  to  -fiB  os  m on 


FRIDAY: " The  “ IdbPaP».: 
voTvod  in  a Hash  for 
controversy-  Did  anyotei  e«*Sj 

the  Liberals  foemsdves  bffleve 

that  as  they  swept  local  aufoori- 
ties  all  over  foe  country,  foat  m 
some  way.  foe  satoe^kiM 

of  two-party  sleaze  wouldn  t 
. follow? 


Love  of 
both 

kinds 


HEAD 

TO 

HEAD 


As  gay  Christians  flock  to 
Southwark  Cathedral  for  a service 
today.  Bishop  Derek  Rawdiffe, 
sacked  for  blessing  a gay 
‘wedding’,  and  Lance  Pierson,  • 
a married  writer,  lock  horns  over 
homosexuality  and  the  Church 


Dear  Derek, 

DO  NOT  AGREE  that  same- 
sex  genital  acts  are  legitimate 
for  Christians.  But  I welcome 
this  chance  to  try  to  under- 
stand your  view.  Here's  what 
most  concerns  me:  aren’t  we  | 
in  danger  of  losing  more  than  we 
gain  jf  we  assume  that  (a)  gay 
people  are  bound  to  stay  gay.  and 
(b)  we  are  free  to  change  foe 
Church's  historic  teaching  on 
homosexuality? 

For  15  years  (from  14  to  29)  my 
orientation  was  predominantly  gay. 
I yearned  for  a caring,  loving 
relationship,  sealed  in  sex,  with 
another  man.  But  my  mind  clung  to 
the  fact  that  Jesus,  then  Paul,  then 
the  vast  majority  of  Church  teach- 
ers all  say  that  straight  marriage  is 
the  holy  grail,  the  home  God  built 
for  sex.  1 sensed  that  if  I turned 
aside  to  a man-made  alternative  I 
would  never  find  peace.  So  1 Inched 
my  way  forward. 

And  am  1 glad  I did!  Glad,  gleefal, 
gratified  — foe  words  are  too  pale 
for  how  I feel  now.  With  prayer  and 
care,  my  desires  have  gradually 
changed  direction.  A sweet,  good 


woman  has  devoted  herself  to  me 
for  foe  rest  of  her  life,  and  I to  her 
and  we  have  a girl  and  a boy  who 
fill  us  with  hope  and  joy.  I don’t 
suggest  anyone  should  marry  be- 
fore they're  ready  to  embrace  it 
But  I wouldn’t  dare  downplay  this 
irip«i  of  one-woman,  one-man  mar- 
riage tti  at  brings  me  (and  countless 
others)  such  wholeness.  How  about 
you? 

Your  brother  in  God’s  family, 

Lance 

Dear  Lance, 

THANK  YOU  for  your  letter.  HI 
deal  with  one  point  can  gay  people 
do  something  to  change  their  sexu- 
ality at  win? 

Sexuality  is  usually  thought  of  as 
a spectrum  with  each  of  us  some- 
where on  the  scale.  Your  use  of  the 
word  “predominantly”  seems  to 
support  this  way  of  looking  at  it 
Some  of  us  find  ourselves  com- 
pletely or  nearly  at  the  gay  end  of 
the  spectrum,  with  little  or  no  at- 
traction to  foe  opposite  sex;  others 
completely  or  nearly  at  foe  other, 
straight  end.  Some  of  us  are  nearer 
the  middle,  in  varying  degrees  of 
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Lance  Pierson,  left,  and  Bishop  Derek  Rawdiffe 


bisexuality.  I agree  some  do  find 
they  have  moved  some  distance 
along  the  spectrum  during  their 
lives,  but  tills  is  not  something  they 
determined  to  do;  they  discovered 
it  bad  happened.  What  Tm  getting 
at  is  that  we  do  not  choose  to  be  gay 
or  straight  And  we  cannot  choose  to 
change  it. 

Some  gay  men,  burdened  by  guilt 
and  self-hatred  put  upon  them  by 
society,  long  to  be  different  and  try 
to  achieve  that  by  marrying.  But  so 
often  foe  marriage  b teaks . down 
and  they  either  divorce  or  remain 
in  a hopeless  bondage  which  brings 
nothing  but  bitterness  and  self- 
condemnation.  I know  some  like 
that. 

Your  experience  was  that  you  did 
marry,  you're  glad  you  did  and 
your  attraction  to  men  ceased-  I 
wonder  just  where  you  were  on  that 
spectrum. 

I too  was  married  for  10  years 
and  was  happy.  I married  because 
foe  girl  had  had  a wonderful  heal- 
ing and  I thought  God  was  calling 
me  to  marry  her.  1 had  never  been 
attracted  to  a woman  before,  nor 
since  she  died.  And  while  we  were 
married  I thought,  “I  am  no  longer 
gay”.  I talked  about  having  been 
“healed”  and  thought  that,  if  I could 
be  healed,  then  so  could  other  gay 
moo.  It  took  me  two  or  three  years 
after  she  died  to  realise  I was  sfiH 
gay  and  that  there  were  plenty  of 
signs  that  I had  remained  gay  all 
the  time  we  were  married. 

When  I accepted  again  that  I was 
still  gay  and  had  not  been  changed, 
when  I felt  comfnrtahle  with  myself 
again,  I found  that  a lot  of  problems 
1 had  had  over  those  years  just  Ml 

away  and  didn't  bother  me  again. 
The  real  healing  was  in  accepting 
myself  as  I am  and  accepting  that 
for  me  and  for  other  gay  people. 


that  is  how  God  has  made  us.  We 
don’t  need  healing,  because  we  are 
not  «tek. 

Your  brother  in  Christ, 

Derek  Rawdiffe 

Dear  Derek, 

THANKS  — Tm  glad  your  mar- 
riage was  happy.  But  Td  already 
agreed  this  was  no  escape  route. 

I also  agree  with  the  sexuality 
“spectrum”.  And  that  gay  people 
aren’t  sick.  In  my  view,  foe  route 
most  people  take  to  heterosexual 
i FMng  and  loving  gets  Mocked  in 
our  case,  often  by  a failed  relation- 
ship with  our  sam^sex  parent. 

Elsewhere  I only  half  agree. 
True,  we  didn’t  choose  the  orienta- 
tion we’re  first  aware  oft  and  we 
can’t  change  it  unaided.  But  we 
can  seek  help  to  change,  I have 
indeed  moved  along  the  spectrum: , 
this  didn't  “just  happen”  — I asked 
God  in  his  mercy  to  bring  it  about 

Again  I agree  we  need  to  accept 
foe  way  we  are  now.  But  I can’t 
join  your  conclusion  that  God  nec- 
i essarOy  mada  us  that  way.  Jesus 
spoke  of  different  reasons  why  men 
cannot  many:  some,  because  they 
were  bom  that  way;  others,  be- 
cause wiw'  "uxte  Bwm. 

And  even  if  God  made  me  at- 
tracted to  men  at  the  outset,  that’s 
not  automatically  how  he  wants 
me  to  stay.  How  to  be  sure  what 
God  wants?  I look  in  the  New 
Testament,  where  Paul  sayB  gay 
sex  doesn’t  belong  in  God’s  king- 
dom. Its  only  place  is  in  the  past, 
because  he  expects  God.  to  set  us 
free  from  it 

I don’t  see  how  I can  Ignore  or 
diangH  this  and  still  call  myself  a 
Christian ... 

In  Christ, 

Lance 


Dear  Lance, 

I’LL  START  with  your  idea  that 
homosexuality  is  caused  by  an 
early  “foiled  relationship  with  our 
same-sex  parent".  I note  you  say 
often,  but  even  so  this  doesn’t  ac- 
count for  straight  people  who  have 
had  bad  relations  with  their  same- 
sex.  parent  nor  gay  people  who 
have  bad  good  relations  with  that 
parent  The  reasons  for  homosex- 
uality are  not  well  known,  bat  may 
inrliirto  hnt-h  biological  and,  psycho- 
logical elements,  so  I would  not 
rely  on  that  argument 
Then,  when  Jesus  says  some  can- 
not marry  because  they  were  bom 
that  way.  he  Is  probably  referring 
to  those  with  a vocation  to  celi- 
bacy, and  certainly  some  are  so 
railed  _ but  they  are  not  by  any 
TTiparna  all  gay  and  this  cannot  ,bej 
used  to  try  to  force  all  gay  people  to' 
remain  celibate.  When  he  says 
“Others,  because  men  made  than 
. . he  is  referring  to  those  deliber- 
ately castrated.  He  is  not  saying 
anything  about  those  who  discover 
they  are  attracted  to  the  same  sex 
and  don’t  want  to  get  married.  He 
could  have  if  he’d  wanted  to,  but  he 
doesn't  ‘ 1 

It  would  take  a long  letter  to  deal 
info  Paul,  but  he  seems  to  think 
; disordered  idolatrous  mankind  <ie 
all  of  us)  deliberately  chose  to 
become  homosexual,  which  goes 
'.against  our  cansctonflnegs  af  dis- 
covering, not  choosing,  our  sexual- 
ity. And  I do  not  think  he  has  in 
mind  a committed,  loving  and  per- 
manent relationship. 

As  for  being  set  free,  I believe  the 
ex-gay  movement  is  very  unsuo 
cessfol  in  changing  foe  orientation 
of  those  who  come  for  help; 

Yours  in  Christ, 

Derek  ..  . 


Dear  Lance, 

I SAID  often  because  I accept  there 

are  many  more  cases  than  I know 
OL  But  in  those  I have  met,  a 
damaged  relationship  with  foe 
same  sex  parent  has  been  an  im- 
portant — if  hot  the  key  — fecton . 
Then,  how  can  you  know  Jesus 
refers  only  to  “those  deliberately, 
castrated”?  You  yourself  say  that 
the  “same”  (bom  that  way)  include 
tty***  with  a gay  orientation.  So 
logically  the  others,  (made  so  by 
men)  must  da  too. 

I agree  that  in  Romans,  Paul 
teiira  Of  deliberate  homosexual  per- 
version. But  I was  quoting  Carix* 
thians,  where  he  speaks  simply  of 


“They  will  not  inherit  God’s  king- 
dean.”  In  another  letter  he  calls 
fodr  actions  opposed  to  foe  gospel, 
leT  unChrlstiah.  fie  doesn't  say, 
.“Ezceptijof  course,.  ff  fopy  fove 
feyff i other”  though  X Hare  say  he 
l ohtddhave.  '?  .-•  , , 

TTte  words  are  in  Christianity^ 
founding  documents.  And  they  are 
‘profoundly  serious;  rxp  deeply 
^trodWed  when  Christians, disre- 
ItW&^bsm.  I imtoa&isejjrito  gay 
, nrfontetinn  andygay  wtffralflP,  but 
&ipwith  gay  sex.  The  Riblfi  always 
• outlaws  that.  Not  from,  phobia,  hut 
frmn  love  — because,  as  I found, 
God'S  law  is  true  liberation. 

“So  imagine  my  dismay  at  Soufo- 
Trark  Cathedral  playing  host  today 
tpa<^ehrationofwhatloofc8tome 
I'lfite  fnmtwg  » deaf  ear  to  God.  Can 
^eu  teassure  md? 

In  Christ, 

■ T-»rvft 

Dear  Lance, 

, OUR  differences  have  boiled  dawn 

to  foe  Interpretation  of  two  dr 
- .forbe^Vferses’M'ftte  .Bible',  and  iti$ 
gdtvery  scte&Byi  ‘ . ' " 

You  say  that  when  Paul  uses 
three  Greek  words  in  a.  list  of] 
things  “opposed  to  foe  gospel,  ie 
‘unchristian”,  he  is  talking  about 
all  gay  sex.  But  is  he?  Of  those 
three  words,  two  are  rare  and 
there's  no  certainty  among  schol- 
ars as  to  foefe  precise  meaning. 
But  foe  three  could  go  together  and 
mean,  “male  prostitutes,  those  who 
lie  with  them  and  foe  slave-dealers 
who  kidnap  them.”  Nothing  to  do 
with  loving,  same-sex 
relationships. 

In  l Corinthians  Paul  uses  one  cf 
those  words  again  with  another 
word  meaning  ''soft'5,  "effemi- 
nate”. It  could  he  translated  “rent- 
boys  and  those  who  lie  with  them”, 
again  not  really  what  we’re  talking 
about 

Does  foe  Bible  really  outlaw  all 
gay  sex?  You  admit  Paul  thought 
gay  people  had  deliberately  chosen 
their  “perversion.”,  whereas  it  is 
now  agreed  that  we  do  not  choose 
to  be  gay  but  discover  we  are.  And 
those  other  passages  can,  as  I said 
above,  bear  another  interpretation 
than,  yours. 

But  you  also  say  you  “empathise 
with  gay  orientation  and  gay  afllec- 
tion,  but  not  with  gay  sex”.  This 
distinction  always  has  me  puzzled. 
Are  we  allowed  to  show  our  affec- 
tion physically,  and  if  so  when  does 
that  become  “sex”  in'  your  under- 
standing? My  other  problem  is  that 
if  foe  orientation  and  affection  are 
OK,  we  must  at  least  be  permitted 
by  God  to  have  trem.  How  callous 
he  would  be  if  be  then  said,  ‘Too 
can  have  and  feed  ;fois  love,  but 
you  mustn't  express}lt,"  I .do  not 
believe  God  is  like  Qmt. 

I see  foe'  Southward  service  as  a 
recognttkHi  of  a grotip  marginalised 
by  .society  and,  fodiy.  by  the 
QKmAuwhGm  Jesusyrould  want  to 
affirm,  apd  as  a thanksgiving  for 
die  mtoistsy  cf  the  tesfrian  and  Gay 
ChristiHttjMovement  'over  the  past 
20  years,  . maWing.  fois  group  to 
. regain,  the  setf-woffo 'which  many 
had  lost  though  society’s  attitude 
and  to  thank' God- for  how  he  hag 
made  them:  ' V. 

I shall:  be  tbfere.  You  will  be 
welcome  too-.7 

Yours  in' Christ. 

Derek  - 


Sji  r-  T 


tor  Tynemouth,  *Dame  Irene  Wara. 
No  (me  else,  apart  from  sportsmen 

who,  store  they  are  all  redoubtahte 
harebeenJui(^Ao«*cwicow^- 
got  more  than  one  mention.  (En- 
trants marked  with  an  asterisk  are 

redoubtable  but  dead.) 

■READERS  may  have  been 

wondering  why  it  was  that  hi 
■ ■last  week's  musings  c®  foe  . 
US  electicos  I neglected  the  ques  - 
tion which  troubles  them  motf: 
what  has  Clinton’s  reflection  done 
to  the  Sunday  Telegraph’s  femousjy 
OlntophobeUS  correspondent,  Am- 
brose Evans-Pritchard?  To  Judge 

from  his  copy,  election  eve  found 
Amhrose-Evans  fo&pitiflilstate, 

dinging  on  to  the  poffllbUity  that 
IX»te  might  yet  triumph  over 
the  Forces  ofDarkness  and  their  ^ 
daughter,  Chelsea  Forces  ofDarfe' 

ness,  yet  knowing  deep  down  that 

ha  couldn’t 

Iamgad  to report  that  last  Sun- 
day^— his  first  chance  to  pronounce 
— Pritcbard-Evans  seemed  pretty 
cfafcmgr.Be'd  discovered  yet  an- 
ofoer  conspiracy,  and  this  time  one 
to  vfolfto  Bui  Force  of  Darkness  had 
drawn  attention  himself.  Relaxing 
an  Air  Force  One  after  his  victory, 

foe  President  picked  out  toe  Okla- 
homa bombing  af  April  1995  as  toe 
♦mrntngpfttntefMsfortupes.be- 
cause  it  turned  voters  against 
*yl  i wnigHr 

This,  Evans- Ambrose  disclosed. 
Was  a theory  he’d  long  held  himself. 
But  he  went  on  to  ask:  cui  borto? 

foe  investigation  into  the  . 
hombtog;  still  focondusiva,  have 
been  compromised  for  foe  Presi- 
dent’s benefit?  Glenn  and  Cathy 
Wilburn  and  their  daughter  Eyde 

Smith,  Pritchard- Ambrose 
revealed,  were  bringing  proceed- 
ings in  toe  Oklahoma  courts  to 
force  things  into  the  open.  The  truth 
would  out,  he  promised.  SmaUweed 
can’t  wait 


■HHREE  QUESTIONS  have 

■ bugged  me  all  weds,  (l)  Why, 

■ as  revealed  on  the  Times’ 

social  page,  is  Lord  Rees-Mogg,  who 
lives  in  Somerset  and  foe  18th  cen- 
tury, president  of  foe  Tborney 
Inland  Society?  Thomey  Island,  an 
my  map,  is  in  Chichester  Harbour, 
near  Hayling.  What  is  Mog^s  con- 
nection wifo  that?  An  older  gazeteer 
claims  there's  a Thorney  Island 
under  Westminster  near  foe  point 
where  Watting  Street  joins  the 
Thames.  Since  Mogg  is  a peer,  that 
possibly  makes  better  sense.  But  if 
so,  do  the  Thomey  Island  Society 
meet  under  water. clad  in  their  div- 
ing suits,  with  Debussy’s  Cath6- 
drale  Engloutie  playing  softly  to  the 
background? 

(2)  A catalogue  from  an  outfit 

rail  pH  TTniqnity  (rrrriruinnnmp- half 

way  between  ubiquity  and  Iniquity) 
offers  a chance  to  buy  electronic 
backgammon,  chess,  poker,  bridge, 
blackjack  aiKl  roulette.  Why  doesn’t 
samecne  reintroduce  Electronic 
Mastermind,  my  anrient  version  of 
which  is  broken? 

(?)  I haven't  got  apace  for  foe  third 

mw 


Mk  FURTHER  ghastly  blow  for 
MW  beleaguered  Manchester 
their  ghtedGeargian 
midfielder  KinMadze  (you  can  tell 
he  is  Georgian  from  the  moulding  of 
his  architraves)  wants  to  leave 
Maine  Road.  This  is  City’s  own  feiilt 
for  ignoring  SmaHweed’s  advice 
and  installing  Steve  Coppell  as 
manager  when  they  coaid  have  had 

the  redoubtable  prisons  minister, 

Ann  Widdecombe.  She  would  never 
have  stood  for  such  nonsense.  The 
moment  hie  talked  of  signing  for 
Barcekwa  or  Arsenal  or  whoever, 
she  would  have  locked  him  up.  Inci- 
dentally, I see  that  Suzanne  Moore 
cf  the  EndPpXLdcui.  lias  oeraueu 
Tcmy  Blair  for  mentioning  22  men 
In  his  conference  speech,  but  only 
three  women. 

Shehas  somehow  missed  foe 
worst  of  it  foe  significance  cf  the 
number  22.  In  hlsladdlsh  way,  Blair 
was  cLeariy  set  on  providing  the 
nurabeFcf  names  it  would  take  to 
assemble  a soccer  match,  fflisted  In 
foB  formation  S-&-2,  the  names  be 
mentioned  would  produce  the 
following  sides; 

New  Labour:  John  Smith;  Nail  Kin. 

node,  John  Prescott,  Gordon 
Brown;  David  BhinkettJaric 
Straw,  Chris  Smith,  Robin  Cook. 
John  Major,  Mieharf  Hesettine, 
Joseph  Stalin.  Even  Newer  Labour 

Emil  Sung,- Nell  Hamilton  Ken 

Oarke, Matthew”-  '*  “ 


Mandria,  Clean  Attlee.  Alan 

SSTmamwabef&TO 

Itwonid  take  a redoubtable  ref  to 
control  that  afflection.  Another  job 
forAimWIddecatohe. 


■'JW.r 
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Keeping  an  eye  on  the  blips . . . an  air  traffic  controller  at  London’s  Heathrow.  For  a stress-free  journey,  it  is  not  advisable  to  dwell  cm  just  how  chaotic  the  chaotic  moments  can  be 


‘These  are  not  lives  here; 
they  are  Just  dots’ 


PHOTOGRAPH'  MARTIN  GODWIN 


The  New  Delhi  air  crash  highlights  the  lot  of  air  traffic  controllers.  Gary  Younge  reports 


AIR  TRAFFIC  control- 
lers like  to  compare 
themselves  to  ftrtures 
dealers.  Guiding  up 
to  a dozen  planes  to 
land  safely  at  any  one 
time,  they  Sit  hi  front  of  computer 
screens,  fuelled  by  fast  food,  mak- 
ing snap  decisions  that  affect  the 
lives  of  millions  of  people  around 
the  world.  Their  skill  is  to  predict 
what  will  happen,  avoid  potential 
calamities  and  exploit  possible  op- 
portunities while  trying  to  keep 
their  heads,  their  hair  and  a modi- 
cum of  poise. 

But  in  aviation,  as  in  finance, 
for  all  the  reliable  workers  beaver- 
ing away  there  will  always  be  a 
rogue  trader  — a Nick  Leeson  of 
the  skies  who  takes  on  too  much, 
is  in  too  deep  and  refuses  to  pull 
the  emergency  cord  until  It  is  too 
late,  so  bringing  the  whole  house 
crashing  down. 

Like  the  controller  who  got  so 
frustrated  by  the  number  of  blips 
on  his  screen,  representing  planes 
waiting  to  land,  that  he  took  bis 
cursor  and  started  eliminating 
them  one  by  cme. 

Or  the  woman  in  Arizona  who 
put  an  American  West  737  and  US 
Air  Force  fighter  on  a collision 
course  as  they  closed  in  at  BQOmph. 
then  froze  when  she  realised  what 
she  had  done.  A crash  was  averted 
only  when  her  supervisor  stepped 
in  and  the  fighter  pilot  was  or- 
dered to  change  course. 

Or  the  man  in  Newark,  New  Jer- 
sey, ushering  in  10  Jets  at  the  same 
time,  who  lost  his  electronic  fre- 
quency at  a crucial  moment  and 
watched  in  horror  as  all  of  the 
planes  strayed  dangerously  off 
course.  As  the  fate  of  thousands  of 
passengers  slipped  from  his  hands, 
he  let  out  a primal  scream,  ripped 
his  shirt  off  and  ended  his  working 
day  as  a half-naked  wreck  oo  the 
floor  of  the  control  room. 

All  these  controllers  were  dis- 
charged on  medical  leave  and  in 
each  case,  miraculously,  nobody 
was  hurt.  But  these  incidents  pro- 
vide a cautionary  tale  for  the  anx- 
ious air  passenger  when  it  comes 
to  Hying,  ignorance  is  bliss. 

Flying,  as  any  press  officer  in 
the  aviation  industry  will  tell  you. 


is  toe  safest  form  of  transport.  At 
present,  toe  chances  if  your  plane 
crashing  is  little  more  than  three 
in  a million.  But  while  the  statis- 
tics back  up  this  argument  con- 
vincingly,. the  ^leadlines  do  .not 
After  a period  of  relatively  infre- 
quent air  disasters  the  number  of 
incidents  in  the  last  year  has  leapt 
dramatically.  Thursday's  near  col- 
lision between  a British.  Airways 
Boeing  767  and  an  Air  UK  Fokker 
100  over  south-east  Scotland  fol- 
lows the  crash  between  a Saudi 
Jumbo  Jet  and  a Kwzakh  airliner 
earlier  this  week.  The  accident,  in 
which  all  350  passengers  and  crew 
were  killed,  made  headlines 
around  the  world. 

When  a jet  belonging  to  the 
bucket-price  airline  ValuJet, 
plunged  into  the  Florida  Ever- 
glades leaving  110  dead,  ValuJet 
was  grounded  by  the  Federal  Avia- 
tion Authority  because  of  its  poor 
safety  record.  When  it  took  to  toe 


flying  1 know  that  everybody  else 
in*  the  air  has  a certain  level  of 
tapwHgp  and  a lii^nro  You  don’t 
know  what  you're  dealing  with  an 
toe  road.” 

But  even  as  toe  captain  of  the 
aircraft  is  offering  you  reassuring 
words  about  the  local  weather  can- 
ditians.  there  is  a' world  of  informa- 
tion going  into  bis  headset  that 
you  would  not  only  not  under- 
stand but  probably  wouldn't  want 
to  know  about  if  you  did. 

To  imagine  an  air  traffic  control- 
ler’s job  yoo  must  first  picture  the 
sky  divided  up  into  separate  con- 
trol zones,  then  Anther  subdivided 
by  separate  layers  determined  by 
altitude  Each  plane  is  represented 
by  small  bHps  and  numbers  which 
Indicate  the  type  of  plane,  its 
speed,  altitude  and  destination. 


be.  That  way  you  wont  have  to 
concern  yourself  that  an  air  traffic 
controller  might  be,  in  air  traffic 
control  speak:  “going  down  the 
pipes”  — lapsing  in  concentration 
and  losing  track  of  what  is  happen- 
ing on  the  radar  screen;  about  to 
“eat  a deal”  — ■ malm  a mistake 
which  is  reported  to  toe  Federal 
Aviation  Authority;  or  “fishing  for 


The  trouble  is  that  ATCs  shifts 
have  got  far  harder  recently  and 
promise  to  get  even  harder. 
Thanks  to  under-investment  in 
technology,  under-staffing  and  a 
massive  increase  in  workload,  the 
majority  are  performing  in  what 
amounts  to  sweatshop  conditions. 

The  US  is  now  using  vacuum- 
tubed  computers  which  have  only 
1 per  cent  of  the  capacity  of  the 
power  of  an  ordinary  desk-top  PC. 
‘*We  are  using  second  world  war 
radar  screens  and  IBM  computers 
from  toe  1960s."  says  US  controller 
Teddi-Jann  Casey. 

Moreover,  it  is  not  uncommon 
for  radar  screens  to  go  completely 
blank  for  hoars  — even  days  — at 
a time  and  for  toe  controllers  to 
look  out  for  air  traffic  by  peering 
through  binoculars.  “We’re  de- 


cirding aircraft  In  the  skies  wait- 
ing to  land  and  growing  queues  of 
planes  on  the  tarmac  waiting  to 
take  off.  For  airport  controllers, 
more  stacks  means  more  blips  on 
toe  screen  which  means  more 
stress. 

Their  lives  are  further  compli- 
cated by  the  number  of  relatively 
inexperienced  pilots  eager  to  prac- 
tice in  small  aircraft  As  one  Cali- 
fornian controller  puts  it  “There 
are  a lot  of  student  pilots  that  fly  in 
and  out  of  here.  They  want  to  go  to 
Disneyland  and  they’ve  got  toe 
family  with  them.  But  they've 
never  realty  flown  in  congested  air 
space  like  this.  We  have  to  deal 
with  those  things  on  a regular 
basis.” 

Finally  there  is  the  language 
problem.  According  to  the  interna- 
tional civil  aviation  organisation, 
even  though  the  international  lan- 
guage of  aviators  is  English,  a 
great  deal  of  phraseology  remains 


Going  up  - by  201 0 commercial  departures  will  have  grown  from  1 4 to  22  million 


air  again  at  the  end  of  September 
one  American  commentator 
quipped  that  a passenger  without 
an  identity  card  could  always  pres- 
ent his  dental  records.  A Wall 
Street  Journal  survey  predicted 
that  at  current  rates  there  would 
be  one  Valujet-type  disaster  every 
month  within  a decade. 

But  in  toe  meantime,  despite  toe 
morbid  jibes  even  pilots  Insist  that 
flying  is  stOl  less  dangerous  than 
driving.  As  one  US  pilot  says:  “My 
Insurance  company  is  more 
bothered  about  whether  I smoke 
than,  the  fact  that  I fiy.  When  Tm 


Simon  Hatlenstone 

celebrates  a less  pompous 
era  for  the  quiz-show 


The  controller  must  guide  the 
planes  in  his  or  her  control  area  — 
sometimes  several  at  a time — into 
the  airport  while  ensuring  that 
they  remain  a safe  diatanra  apart. 
Most  of  the  time,  the  system  func- 
tions without  incident' Bat  at  peak 
times  in  busy  airports,  things  can 
often  descend  into  chaos:  “What  a 
flicking  system.  Send  'em  all  to  the 
qmm  place  and  thaw  expect  US  to 
stop  'en  hitting,”  says  one  British 
controller. 

Fbr  a . stress-free  journey,  it  is 
not  advisahle  to  dwell  on  just  bow 
chaotic  those  chaotic  moments  can 


HAVE  two  minutes  on 
your  specialist  subject.  Dead 
Culture,  starting  NOW.  What 
television  programme  win  be  killed 
off  next  year  after  25  years  of  sopo- 
rific monotony? 

••  Which  Icelandic  presenter  will 
have  equalled  Bamber  Gascoigne’s 
record  as  the  longest-serving  host 

of  a contlnuCTglyjamilpg  quiz  de- 
spite Ms  unbearable  pomposity? 
Name  toe  quiz  show  famous  for 

rh»  nnlqnriy  ftnTl  rnntwrtyntiff 

Which  quiz  offered  its  winner  a 
prize  even  duller,  than  its 
contestants? 

Twenty-fire  years  after  Magnus 
Magnosscn  started,  the  BBC  hag 

nt-riprpri  him  tefininh  T^pipiP^Hnn 

we're  afiaskfognow  ^ how  did  it 
survive sulong?  ‘ 

Mastermind  was  an  anachro- 
nism from  day  -one.  It  has  never 
been  gamitncly  clever  iik»  Radio's 
Round  Britain  Quiz  — meed  by  toe 
BBC  last  month  one  year  short  of 
its  5QUi  anniversary. -Just  as  we  de- 
dded  .thera.was  more  to- education 
than  1066^  rame  toe  television  quiz 
that  exuded  a bombastic- vitas 

and  triad  to  convince  us  that  gen- 
eral-knowledge-was  wisdom;  that 


a tone”  — looking  for  the  two 
weeks  off  granted  if  overpowering 
feedback  from  his  headset  causes 
him  to  fail  a bearing  test. 

The  fact  is  that  an  air  traffic  con- 
troller’s job  is  just  like  everybody 
else’s.  “You’ve  got  to  have  two 
mentalities,”  one  controller  tokl 
the  New  York  Times.  “One:  these 
aren’t  lives  here;  they  are  just 
dots.  And  two:  even  as  bad  as  you 
can  mess  up,  it’s  a big  sky;  the 
planes  won't  hit  Otherwise  the 
stress  is  too  much.  You'd  have  to 
have  a heart  attack.  You’d  be 
done."  . 


true  learning  was  the  Gradgrin- 
dian  accumulation  of  facts. 

But  we  have  become  much  more 
(Hawning,  much  more  knowing, 
about  knowledge  in  toe  past  25 
years.  Whafs  the  point  of  these 
facts,  we  began  to  ask,  if  we  don’t 
know  what  to  do  with  them.  So  we 
changed  the  way  we  tested  children 

— we  allowed  them  to  take  books 
and. calculators  into  examination 
zooms,  we  encouraged  them  to  use 
the  raw  data  to  produce  work  that 
showed  they  could  make  sense  of 
what  they  had  been  taught. 

But  while  we  began  to  have  our 
doubts  about  the  value  of  knowl- 
edge, we  were  also  bombarded  by 
it  We  conM  .bardy  turn  our  bead 
without  slapping  It  against  a clump 
of  random  facts.  Flick  on  the  TV 
and  ths-e'd  be  Blockbusters  and 
Countdown  and  University  Chal- 
lenge and  A Question  Of  Sport  and 
Have  I Got  News  For  You?  and  The 
Price  Is  Right  and  Telly  Addicts 
and  Supermarket  Sweep.  Open  a 
cupboard  and  a stack  of.  Trivial 
Pursuit  cards  Ml  out  Go  dbwhthe 
pub  add  tls  general  knowledge 
quiz  is  digesting  more  losers' 

change.  Log  on  to  the  Internet  and 


pending  on  finding  the  planes 
right  out  of  toe  window,  which  is 
kind  of  a crazy  way  to  conduct 
business.  This  is  critical/’  says 
one  controller  in  Florida,  where 
the  radar  had  not  been  fixed  for 
two  days. 

Then  there’s  congestion.  Most 
forecasts  suggest  that  air  travel 
will  grow  by  little  over  five  per 
cent  a year  in  the  foreseeable 
fbture.  By  2010  the  annual  number 
of  commercial  airline  departures 
will  have  grown  from  14  million  to 
22  million. 

This  mpanq  mnrp  “stacks”  or 


it  will  spew  out  facts  to  infinity. 
Finish  your  ice-lolly  and  toe  naked 
stick  will  tell  you  that  Philoxenus 
was  a Syriac  prose  writer  and  a 
champion  erf  Monopbysite  doctrine. 

As  knowledge  was  democratised, 
it  was  demystified-  Facts  were  no 
longer  primarily  gleaned  from 
beautiful  books.  The  ultimate  fact 
machine  was  a computer  and  com- 
puters were  ugly  and  mechanical. 
We  invented  a word  for  people  who 
knew  indecent  amounts  about  a 
subject  — anoraks.  We  saw  them 
for  what  they  were  — bores.  And 
we  realised  there  was  no  more 

credibility  in  knowing  every  fact 
about  toe  James  Joyce  canon  than 
knowing  the  95  bus  timetable  from 
Bury  New  Rd  to  the  centre  of 
Manchester. 


NONE  OF  these  knowledge 
junkies  were  quite  as  boring 
as  the  Mastermind  contes- 
tants — dripping  wet  personalities 
with  dripping  wet  handshakes,  un- 

Bmilirig,-  mwvlpwring  automatons. 

Congratulations  contestant  A for 
knowing  nwflwwfl  means  pertaining 
to  the  scrotum,  clever  hoy  contes- 
tant B for  Interjecting  that  it  was 


colloquial.  One  American  pilot, 
who  was  second  in  the  queue  to 
touch  down  at  Gatwick,  received 
the  instruction:  “pop  over”.  The 
English  controller  meant  that  he 
should  keep  circling  bnt  the  pilot 
thought  he  was  being  told  to  leap- 
frog the  first  plane  and  land  in 
front 

Add  this  problem  to  the  general 
eSbcts  of  deregulation  — which 
has  helped  spawn  hundreds  of  new 
nofrills  airlines  using  old  aero- 
planes and  badly-paid  crews  — 
and  you  have  a rough  sketch  erf 
what  might  have  happened  outside 


AJ  Balard  whom  Louis  Pasteur  be- 
came laboratory  assistant  to  in  toe 
late  1840s,  but  would  you  go  to 
these  people  for  advice,  a heart-to- 
heart,  alove  affair?  No  sirree.  The 
one  winner  we  all  like  is  Fred  Hou- 
sego.  Why?  Because  be  was  a cab- 
bie. Mastermind  brings  out  toe  pal* 
ronising  in  us.  Where  lies 

Mastermind's  limited  appeal?  Mag- 
nusson  admits  there's  an  dement 
erf  schadenfreude  — toe  pleasure  of 
seeing  smartarses  come  a cropper. 

Excessive  knowledge  is  unsa- 
voury. The  philosopher  Jean-Fran- 
gois  Lyotard  got  it  right  when  be 
rente:  “Knowledge  is  a matter  for 
TV  games”.  As  Mastermind  has 
plummeted  from  a peak  of  20  mil- 
lion viewers  to  an  average  of  6 mil- 
lion. other  quiz  shows  have 
thrived.  Why?  Because  they  em- 
brace their  own  triviality,  they 
play  the  game. 

So  our  quiz  shows  are  hosted  by 
all-singing,  all-dancing  “former" 
comedians,  they  dazzle  with  celeb- . 
rity  guests,  they  have  youth  appeal, 
camp  appeal,  sex  appeal  and  lus- 
cious presenters  in  super-short 
supertight  skirts  to  help  open  the 
door  when  you  finally  win  the  car. 


New  Delhi  on  Tuesday.  Indian  avi- 
ation experts  say  that  pilots  from 
toe  former  Soviet  Union  have  al- 
ways had  problems  understanding 
instructions  in  English  and  their 
cockpit  equipment  is  marked  in 
metric. 

None  of  this  has  been  helped  by 
the  strong  push  towards  deregula- 
tion and  the  Reagan  decision  to 
sack  two-thirds  of  US  air  traffic 
controllers  in  the  early  eighties 
after  they  went  on  strike  15  years 
ago.  Many  American  airports  still 
have  fewer  fully-trained  staff  than 
before  toe  dispute  even  though  the 
number  of  flights  has  increased  by 
200  per  cent  in  some  cases. 

The  British  government  plans  to 
push  ahead  with  privatisation  of 
its  air  traffic  control  system, 
which  the  unions  claim  will  com- 
promise safety  standards.  “Our  op- 
position is  not  based  on  ideology 
but  real  concern  over  a safe,  viable 
air  traffic  system,”  says  Joe  Ma- 
gee, the  national  officer  of  the  air 
traffic  controllers'  union,  the 
IPMS. 

Both  the  US  and  the  UK  are  cur- 
rently modernising  their  control 
equipment  but  even  that  Is  prov- 
ing problematic.  The  US  is  plan- 
ning to  update  its  system  with  Si 
billion-worth  of  new  automated 
equipment  over  the  next  10  years. 
It  is  also  considering  the  introduc- 
tion of  a new  “free  flight”  system, 
which  would  allow  planes  to  fiy 
directly  from  A to  B without  trav- 
elling on  specific  routes  and  using 
a global-positioning  system  for 
navigation.  Some  fear  that  this 
could  make  toe  skies  a more  dan- 
gerous place,  rendering  toe  air 
traffic  controllers  at  best  simply 
monitoring  the  traffic  and  at  worst 
obsolete. 

But  at  least  one  pilot,  who 
refused  to  be  named,  said  that  the 
main  danger  for  air  travellers  is 
not  the  overworked  air  traffic  con- 
trollers, their  out-of-date  equip- 
ment or  even  the  cut-price  airlines, 
but  the  over-boisterous  public. 
“Our  most  common  problems  are 
with  the  passengers  — who  get 
drunk  and  violent;  who  abuse  toe 
crew  or  who  try  and  smoke  In  the 
toilets.  Get  rid  of  them  and  well  be 
fine." 


They  have  great  catcbphrases,  ter- 
rific prizes  or  famously  crap  prizes, 
they  get  the  audience  screaming 
and  wailing,  they  have  scope  for 
siDy  moments  (“Can  I have  a T’ 
please.  Bob?"  always  got  a laugh  on 
Blockbusters  in  my  day),  they  play 
post-modern  jokes  and  scorn 
proper  answers.  Some  even  mock 
the  very  notion  of  knowledge,  none 
more  cruelly  than  Bruce  Forsyth's 
Generation  Game.  If  knowledge  is 
simply  learning  t hings  by  rote,  why 
not  simply  memorise  a conveyor- 
belt  jam-packed  with  hair-dryers 
and  cuddly  toys?  Today's  quiz 
shows  flash  their  gaudy  slogans  at 
us  and  tell  us  that  they  are  cheaper 
and  more  vacuous  than  any  soap 
opera,  and  that  they're  proud  of  it. 
Which  leaves  us  with  the 
haughty,  defiantly  middle-class,  au- 
daciously dull  Mastermind.  Even 
University  Challenge  has  a bit  of 
nerd  appeal  with  its  sober  students 
trying  so  hard  to  be  icons  of  cool 
rather  than  swottiness.  Only  Mas- 
termind wants  to  believe  it  is  cul- 
turally important  an  intellectual 
barometer.  So  one  final  question: 
Which  corporation  pulled  the  plug 
on  a cultural  relic  25  years  too  late? 
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SHOOTING  STARS 

RISMG: 
WILLIAM 
PUREFOY 


lip...  As  head  chorister  at  Christ's 
Hospital  school.  William  is  a treble 
well  into  his  1 7th  year.  WUI  his  voice 
ever  break? 

Up...  William  goes  to  Oxford  on  a 
(dioral  scholarship,  then  returns  to  the 
GuQdhail  School  of  Music.  Wins  the 
1 995  NFMS  Young  Concert  Artist 
Award  and  records  Terror  & Magnifi- 
cence with  jazzman  John  Hade. 

And  away...  This  week,  at  29,  he's 
getting  rave  notices  for  his  Endlmlon 
in  CavaDTs  La  Callsto.  Hell  soon  tether 
his  outrageously  high  sounds  to  an 
opera  by  Hade  and  Dvrs  Costello. 


FALLING: 

UZ 

HURLEY 


Qohtg...  What  makes  actress  Liz 
famous  to  start  with7  A dress  that  tent 
even  stitched  together  at  the  skies, 
and  a loveable- fop  boyfriend  who 
makes  one  successful  film. 

Going...  Hugh  Is  caught  with  a lady 
of  the  night  The  publicity  gives  Liz  a 
chance  to  wheedle  her  way  Into  a 
decent  acting  job.  Anyone  remember 
Mad  Dogs  And  Englishmen? 

Gone . . . Now  she’s  a film  producer 
— tor  Skrrian  Rims  (props.  H Grant, 

E Hurley).  Can  she  get  herself  a 
respectable  job  on  screen?  &... 
Delilah  In  a no-brainer  TV  movie? 


The  explorers  who  discovered  the  fabulous  Chauvet  cave 
paintings  are  accusing  the  French  government  of  stealing 
the  credit.  But  the  real  issue,  says  John  Berger  (left),  is 
how  these  ancient  beasts  challenge  our  sense  of  artistic 
progress.  In  an  open  letter  to  the  artist  Marisa  Camino,  he 
takes  an  imaginative  journey  back  through  30,000  years 

Secrets  of 
the  stones 


Dear  Marisa, 

You  have  painted  many  creatures 
and  turned  over  many  stones  and 
crouched  for  hours  looking;  per- 
haps you  will  follow  me. 

Today  I went  to  the  street  market 
in  a suburb  south  of  Paris.  You  can 
buy  everything  there,  from  boots 
to  sea  urchins.  There's  a woman 
who  sells  the  best  paprika  I know. 
There's  a fishmonger  who  shouts 
out  to  me  whenever  he  has  an 
unusual  fish  that  he  finds  beauti- 
ful, because  he  thinks  I may  buy  it 
in  order  to  draw  it  There's  a lean 
man  with  a beard,  who  sells  honey 
and  wine.  Recently  be  has  taken  to 
writing  poetry’  and  he  hands  out 
photocopies  of  his  poems  to  his 
regular  diems,  himself  looking 
even  more  surprised  than  they  do. 

One  of  the  poems  Alain  handed 
me  this  morning  went  like  this: 
Who  put  this  triangle  in  my  hand? 
This  triangle  born  of  moonlight 
Wtem  through  me  irithout 

touching  me 

Making  the  noise  of  a dragonfly 
Deep  in  the  rock  at  night. 

After  I read  it.  1 wanted  to  talk  to 
you  about  the  first  painted  animals. 
What  I want  to  say  is  obviously 
something  that  everybody  who  has 
looked  at  paleolithic  cave  paintings 
must  feel,  but  which  is  never  (or  sel- 
dom) said  dearly.  Maybe  the  diffi- 
culty is  one  of  vocabulary:  maybe 
we  have  to  find  new  references. 


The  beginnings  of  art  are  being 
continually  pushed  back  in  time 
Sculpted  rocks  just  discovered  at 
Kununurra  in  Australia  may  date 
back  75,000  years.  The  paintings  of 
horses,  rhinoceroses,  ibex,  mam- 
moths, lions,  bears,  bison,  pan- 
thers, reindeer,  aurochs  and  an 
owl  found  in  1994  in  the  Chauvet 
cave  in  the  French  Arddche  are 
probably  30,000  years  old.  The  time 
separating  us  from  these  artists  is 
at  least  12  times  longer  than  the 
time  separating  us  from  the  pre- 
Socratic  philosophers. 

What  makes  the  age  of  these 
works  astounding  is  the  sensitiv- 
ity of  perception  they  reveal.  The 
thrust  of  an  animal’s  neck  or  the 
set  of  Us  mouth  or  the  energy  of 
its  haunches  were  observed  and 
re-created  with  a nervousness  and 
control  comparable  to  what  we 
find  in  the  works  of  a Fra  Lippo 
Lippi,  a Velazquez  or  a Brancusi. 
Apparently  art  did  not  begin  clum- 
sily. The  eyes  and  hands  of  the 
first  painters  and  engravers  were 
as  fine  as  any  that  came  la  tec 
There  was  a grace  from  the  start. 
This  is  the  mystery  isn't  it? 

The  difference  between  then 
and  now  concerns  not  finesse  but 
space;  the  space  in  which  their 
images  exist  as  images  and  were 
imagined.  Zt  is  here  — because  the 
difference  is  so  great  — that  we 
have  to  find  a new  way  of  talking. 

There  are.  fortunately  superb 


photographs  of  the  newly  discov- 
ered Chauvet  paintings.  The  cave 
has  been  closed  up  and  no  public 
visits  will  be  allowed.  The  animals 
on  the  rocks  are  back  In  the  dark- 
ness from  which  they  came  and  in 
which  they  resided  for  so  long. 

We  have  no  word  for  this  dark- 
ness. It  is  not  night  and  it  is  not 
ignorance.  From  time  to  time  we 
all  cross,  this  darkness,  seeing 
everything:  so  much  everything 
that  we  can  distinguish 
You  know  it,  Marisa,  better  than:  L 
It's  the  interior  from  which  every- 
thing came. 

One  July  evening  this  summer;  I 
went  up  the  highest  field,  high 
above  the  farm,  to  fetch  Louis’s 
cows.  During  the  hay-making  sea- 
son I often  do  this.  By  the  time  the 
last  trailer  has  been  unloaded  in 
the  bam,  it’s  getting  late  and 
Louis  has  to  deliver  the  evening 
milk  by  a certain  hour;  and  any- 
way we  are  tired,  so  while  he  pre- 
pares the  TnUirtng  machine  I go  to 
bring  in  the  hard. 

1 climbed  the  track  that  follows 
the  stream,  which  never  dries  up. 
The  path  was  shady  and  the  air  stDl 
hot  but  not  heavy  There  were  no 
horseflies  as  there  had  been  the  pre- 
vious evening.  The  path  nans  like  a 
hthii-iaI  under  die  branches  of  the 
fcrees,  and  in  parts  it  was  muddy  In 
the  mud  I left  my  footprints  among 
the  countless  ftxrtprints  of  caws. 

To  the  right  the  ground  drops 


very  steeply  to  the  stream.  Beech 
trees  and  mountain  ash  prevent  it 
being  dangerous;  they  would  stop 
a beast  if  it  fell  there.  On  the  left 
grow  bushes  and  the  odd  elder 
tree  I was  walking  slowly  so  1 saw 
a tuft  of  reddish  cow  hair  caught 
on  the  twigs  of  one  of  the  bushes. 

Before  I could  see  them,  I began 
to  call.  Like  fills,  they  might 
already  be  at  the  corner  of  the 
field  to  join  me  when  I appeared. 
Everyone  has  their  own  way  of 
speaking  with  cows.  Louis  talks  to 
them  as  if  they  were  the  children 
he  never  had:  sweetly  or  furiously 
murmuring  or  swearing.  I don't 
know  how  1 talk  to  them;  but.  by 
now;  they  know.  They  recognise 
the  voice  without  seeing  me. 

When  I arrived  they  were  wait- 
ing. I undid  the  electric  wire  and 
cried:  “Venez,  mes  belles,  venez." 
Cows  are  compliant  yet  refuse  to 
be  hurried.  Cows  lire  slowly  — 
-five  days  to  our  one.  When  we  beat 
them,  it’s  invariably  out  of  impa- 
tience. Our  own.  Beaten,  they  look 
up  with  that  long-suffering  air 
that  is  a form  (yes,  they  know  it!) 
of  impertinence,  because  it  sug- 
gests not  five  days,  but  five  aeons. 

They  ambled  out  of  thefield  and 
took  the  path  down.  Every  evening 
Delphine  leads  and  every  evening 
HirondeUe  is  the  last  Most  of  the 
others  join  the  file  in  the  same 
order;  too.  The  regularity  of  this 
somehow  suits  their  patience. 


I push  against  the  lame  one's 
rump  to  gef  her  moving,  and  I felt 
her  massive  warmth,  as  I did  every 
evening,  craning  up  to  my  shoulder 
under  my  slngteL  “Aflez,”  I told 
her;  "aDez,  Tulipe,"  keeping  my 
hand  on  her  haunch,  which  jutted 
out  like  the  corner  of  stable. 

In  the  mud  their  steps  made 
almost  no  noise.  Cows' are  very 
delicate  on  their  feet:  they  place 
thftm  like  mannequins  turning 
on  high-heeled  shoes  at  the  end  of 
their  to-and-fro.  I’ve  even  had  the 
idea  of  training  a cow  to  walk  on 
a tightrope.  Across  the  stream, 
for  instance! 

The  running  sound  of  the  stream 
was  always  part  .of.  our.  evening 

descent,  and  when  it  faded  the  cows 
heard  the  toothless  spit  of  the 
water  pouring  into  the  trough  by 
the  stable  where  they  would  quench 
their  thirst  A cow  can  drink  about 
30  litres  in  two  minutes.  . 

Meanwhile,  that  evening,  we 
were  making  our  slow  way  down. 
We  were  passing  the  same  trees. 
Each  nudged  the  path  in  its  own 
way  Charlotte  stopped  where  there 
wasa  patch  of  green  grass.  I tapped 
her,  She  went  on.  It  happened 
every  evening.  Across  the  valley  I 
could  see  the  already  mown  fields. 

HirondeUe  was  letting  her  head 
dip  with  each  step,  as  a duck  does. 
I rested  my  arm  on  her  neck  and 
suddenly  I saw  the  evening  as  from 
a thousand  years  away: 

Louis's  herd  walking  fastidi- 
ously down  the  path,  the  stream 
babbling  beside  us,  the  heat  sub- 
siding, the  trees  nudging  us,  the 
flies  around  their  eyes,  the  valley 
and  the  pine  trees  on  the  Car  crest 
the  smell  of  urine  as  Delphine 
pisses,  the  buzzard  hovering  over 
the  field  called  la  Plaine  Fin,  the 
water  pouring  into  the  trough,  me, 
the  mud  in  the  tunnel  of  trees,  the 
rmmpwg^rahip  age  of . the  .moun- 
tain... suddenly  everything  there 
was  indivisible,  was  one.  Later 
each  part  would  fell  to  pieces  at  its 
own  rate.  Now  they  were  all  com- 
pacted together  As  compact  as  an 
acrobat  on  a tightrope. 

“Listening  not  to  me  but  to  the 
logos,  it  is  wise  to  agree  that  all 
things  are  one,"  said  Heraclitus, 
more  than  25,000  years  after  the 
Chauvet  paintings  were  made. 

Only  if  we  remember  this  unity 
mid  the  darkness  we  spoke  of  can 
we  find  our  way  into  the  space  of 
those  first  paintings. 

Nothing  is  framed  in  thwm;  more 
important,  nothing  meets.  Because 
the  animals  run  and  are  seen  in 
profile  (which  is  essentially  the 
view  at  a poorly  armed  hunter 
seeking  a target)  they  sometimes 
give  the  impression  that  they  are 
going  to  meet  But  look  more 


carefully:  they  cross  without  meet- 
ing. This  is  true,  even  of  the  two 
fighting  rhinoceroses. 

Their  space  has  absolutely  noth- 
ing in  common  with  that  of  a 
stage.  When  experts  pretend  they 
can  see  here  “the  beginnings  of 
perspective",  they  are  falling  Into 
a deep,  anachronistic  trap.  Pictor- 
ial . systems  of  perspective  are 
architectural  and  urban,  depend- 
ing upon  the  window  and  the  door 
Nomadic  "perspective"  is  about 
coexistence,  not  about  distance. 

Deep  in  the  cave,  which  meant 
deep  in  the  earth,  there  was  every- 
thing. Wind,  water,  fire,  far-away 
places,  the  dead,  thunder  pain, 
paths,  animals,  light,  the  unborn .. . 
they  were  there  m the  rode  to  he 
called  to.  The  famous  imprints  of 
life-size  hands  (when  we  look  at 
them  we  say  they  are  ours)  — 
these  hands  are  there,  stencilled  in 
ochre,  to  touch  and  mark  the 
everything-present  and  the  ulti- 
mate frontier  of  the  space  this 
presence  inhabits. 

The  drawings  came,  one  after 
another,  sometimes  to  the  same 
spot,  with  years  or  perhaps  cen- 
turies between  them,  and  the  fin- 
gers of  the  drawing  hand 
belonging  to  a different  artist 

All  the  drama  that  Is  later  art 
becomes  a scene  painted  on  a sur- 
face with  edges,  is  compacted  here 
into  the  apparition  that  has  come 
through  the  rock  to  be  seen.  The 
limestone  opens  for  it  lending  it  a 
bulge  here,  a hollow  there,  a deep 
scratch,  an  overhanging  lip,  a 
receding  flank. 

When  an  apparition  came  to  an 
artist,  it  came  almost  invisibly, 
trailing  a distant  unrecognisably 
vast  sound,  and  he  or  she  found  it 
and  traced  where  it  nudged  the 
surface,  the  feeing  surface,  on 
which  it  would  now  stay  visible 
even  when  it  had  withdrawn  and 
gone  back  into  the  one 

Things  happened  that  later  mil- 
lennia found  it  hard  to  under- 
stand. A head  came  without  a 
body  Two  heads  arrived  one 
behind  the  other  A single  hind  leg 
chose  its  body  which  already  had 
four  legs.  Six  antlers  settled  on  a 
single  skull. 

It  doesn't  matter  what  size  we 
are  when  we  nudge  the  surface.  We 
may  be  gigantic  or  small;  all  that 
matters  is  how  far  we  have  come 
through  the  rock. 

The  drama  of  these  first  painted 
creatures  to  neither  to  the  side  nor 
to  the  front,  hut  always  behind  in 
the  rock.  From  where  they  came. 
As  we  did,  too... 


& 
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The  author  Is  a novelist  and  art  critic. 
Main  photograph  from  Chauvet  Cave, 
Thames  and  Hudson,  £28. 


Hang  on  to  your  bobby  socks!  Here  comes. . . 

Amazing  Grace 


POOR  little 
girl  comes  to 
New  York 
wanting  to 
sing  her.  heart 

out.  Love,  numey  and  showbiz 
machinery  stand  in  her  way 
hut  with  a smile  that  big  and  an 
even  bigger  beehive  hairdo,  you 
know  no  one’s  going  to  rain  on 
her  parade.  Beneath  the  hip 
trimmings,  Allison  Anders’s 
Grace  Of  My  Heart,  a more 
than  affectionate  tribute  to  six- 
ties American  pop,  is  an  old- 
fashioned  backstage  musical. 

ffrfbest  described  as  an 
updating  of  Funny  Girl  accord- 
ing to  the  criteria  of  Mojo 
magazine--  not  least  because 
its  star  JOUeaiifl  Douglas  (gauche 
heiress  Edna,  who  becomes 
streetwise  Denise)  farso  mnch 
in  the  Streisand  mould. 

Anders'S  film,  which 
Scorsese  executive-produced,  is 
a roman  d clef,  starting  out  as  a 


fictionalised  biopic  of  singer 
Carole  King,  then  taking  a - 
detoar  into  A Star  Is  Born  ter- 
ritory, as  Denise  hitches  up 
with  an  addled  surf-pop  genius 
— ragged  Matt  Dillon  an 
improbable  stand-in  for  the  j 
Beach  Boys’ pudgy  Brian 
Wilson. 

It’s  inevitable  when  you 
make  a film  about  sixties  pop 
that  things  will  degenerate  en 
route — hairdos  to  die  for  end 
up  with  Woodstock  rats' nests; 
snappy  two-minute  sonl  operas 
turn  into  dippy  West  Coast  me- 
me-me  meandering.  But  Anders 
plays  it  for  fun  all  the  way  • 

No  sooner  has  Denise  gone 
off  for  three  years'  sulking  in 
dirndl  at  a West  Coast  com- 
mune than  John  Turturro 
turns  up  xn  his  ludicrous  wig 
and  goatee,  as  her  Phil  Spector- 
like  mentor,  andwhips  every-  ■ 

one  into  party  mood.  Nest 
thing  you  know;  she’s  making 


her  solo  IP.  There's  a strong 
scent  of  “Let's  put  on  a show 
right  here",  but  starry-eyed 
eagerness  is  the  best  attitude  - 
for  capturing  the  era. 

What  gives  the  frivolity  its 
backbone  is  ah  adept  feminist 
slant  on  pop  history In  one 
brisk  anecdote,  Denise  writes  a 
perfect,  oblique  heart-wringer 
hit  for  a secretly  lesbian  singer 
She's  less  successful  with  the 
story  of  white  singers  learning 
their  tricks  from  black  musi- 
cians, who  usually  didn’t  get  to 
take  their  tunes  to  the  bank. 

If  you  can  swallow  the 
shamelessly  upbeat  revision- 
ism, there  are  some  real 
pleasures  to  be  had  here. 
Foremost  is  a sublime  collec- 
tion of  songs —notably  a soar- 
ing piece  of  melodrama  by 
Elvis  Costello  and  Burt 
Bacharach.  No  less  memorable 
is  Dougins  herself;  all  eyes, 
huge  grin,  skinny  flnifing  arms 
mad  brio,  like  a jolly;  sexy  cross 
between  Streisand,  Audrey 
Hepburn  and  Olive  Oyl  Who 
cares  If  she  didn't  do  her  own- 
singing? 

Jonathan  Romney 
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Yule  be 
sorry 

WHAT  little  girl's 

Christmas  would  be 
complete  without  a 
Bubble  Talk  Baby?  Only  £18.75, 
sad  doesn't  she  have  daritug 
blue  eyes?  But  here’s  the  best 
part.  You  blow  bubbles  and 
when  they  hit  her  “magic 
bracelet”,  she  speaks.  “This  is 
funr  she  says,  or  “I  love  bub- 
bles!” No?  How  about  a pair  of 
elephant-tested , gel-filled  mas- 
saging insoles  at  £15.91?  That’s 
right,  elephant-tested.  No? 
What  about  a Santa’s  sleigh  on 

rails?  It  circles  your  Christmas 
tree,  headed  by  a team  of  plas- 
tic reindeers.  A seasonal  monu- 
ment to  your  good  taste. 

Its  reassuring  that,  despite 
many  hours  of  watching  QVC, 
the  ca hie  shopping  channel,  Fve 
never  seen  anything  worth  buy- 
ing. Apart,  obviously  from  the 
Grandfather  Clock  Hotel,  a 
timepiece  and  economy-sized 
Wendy  House.  I'd  like  to  buy  the 
whole  stock  and  set  about  *ua«*h 
one  with  a baseball  bat. 

The  characteristic  experi- 
ence of  watching  QV  C is  one  pf 
relaxed  absorption,  followed  by 
total  panic.  It’s  an  experience 
the  channel  cunningly  culti- 
vates. Each  item  is  lovingly 
scrutinised  to  gentle  music — 
the  way  that  bracelet  looks 
from  different  camera  angles, 
how  it  rests  like  a sack  of  span- 
ners on  the  presenter’s  wrist. 

Then  the  presenter  mentions 
that  the  one-third  of  the  stock 
has  been  sold  In  the  last  15  min- 
utes. Or  that  when  this  item  was 
last  offered  in  September  it  sold 
like  hot  cakes.  “There  are  only 
37  QVC  shopping  days  to 
Christmas!"  a voice  announces. 
Must  buy!  Now!  The  Treadmill 
Earring  to  monitor  your  heart 


rate!  And  the  Liz  Earle  Complete 
Beauty  Routine,  inrinding  a 
book  of  tips  on  youthful  skin 
(“The  book  is  a sort  of  present 
from  me.”  ’nianimifet) 

Nigel  BaOantyne  presented 
for  three  hours  on  Thursday 
morning,  effortlessly  enthusing 
about  the  insoles,  the  Space 
Saver  Cardio walk  Treadmill 
and  the  duck  that  ({tracked  Old 
McDonald  if  yon  punched  it. 
He’s  a tec  rifle  host — entb™dan- 
tic,  unctuous,  chummy  to  peo- 
pkwho  phone  in. 

Everyone  is  so  nice  on  QVC. 
face  to  the  extent  that  you  feel 
like  washing  your  bands  afteiv 
wards.  You  could  be  in  a posh, 
department  store,  such  is  the 
bogus  attentiveness  and  the 
hard  sell  in  a velvet  glove. 

It's  different  from  the  sea- 
sonal TV  ads  that  purport  to 

minimise  the  exnense  but  also 


shopping.  The  screwy  logic  of 
one  supermarket’s  pitch:  “As 
Christmas  is  the  time  when 
you’ll  buy  most,  yob’ll  want  to 
spend  least.”  Another’s  self-  . 
regarding  statement  of  princi- 
ple: “Is  there  anything  we  don’t 
sen?"  “Yes:  we  don’t  sell  the  cus- 
tomer short,”  Came  now;  you’re 
too  modest.  Everybody  gets 
short-changed  at  Christmas. 

But  nobody  is  going  to  be  as 
short-changed  as  those  who 
watch  the  adverts  between 
Gladiators  and  Baywateh  from 
today  unfiichristmas.  The 

Word,  the  axed  youth  show 
returns  as  a soft-drink  commer- 
daL  It’s  a pernicious  trend:  hbe 
those  ads  for  American  beer  that 
come  complete  with  a cod  talk 
show,  this  is  a commercial  that 
pretends  to  be  entertainment. 

Unlike  QVC,  which  is  overtly 
about  making  purchases,  but 
which  incidentally  entertains 
those  who  live  to  shop,  this  is  an 
insidious  form  of  broadcasting 
which  attempts  to  associate  pop 
with  The  Word’s  apparently 
transgressive  cachet.  There  will 
be  a mock  lottery  in  which  con- 
testants eat  mince  pies,  one  of 
which  contains  dog  food.  It  can 
only  boost  ITV’s  reputation  for 
Saturday  night  quafity 

It's  produced  by  Planet  24,  the 
company  that  made  The  Big 
Breakfast  and  Hotel  Babylon. 
Bring  the  camera  in  closer  a 
moment,  could  you  Larry?  Look 
at  the  workmanship  that  went 

inln  tVwm,  th«>  nHantirm  ti> 

detail,  the  absolute  quality 
mate.  Barely  a millionth  of  what 
want  into  the  gel-filled  insole. 
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Flambeed 

Fergie 

THE  BBC  has  borrowed 
Itself  another  Hollywood 
stan  William  Hurt  Is  read- 
ing The  Shipping  News,  E Annie 
Pronurt  award- winning 
Newfoundland  novel  for  The 
Late  Book  (Radio  4).  It's  actually 
not  that  hard  for  the  BBC  to  bor- 
row a Hollywood  star — they 
Just  love  working  for  so  little 
pay  thereby  proving  their  artis- 
tic integrity.  (British  actors,  on 
the  other  band,  have  had  it  with 
artistic  integrity  They’ve  got  it 
coining  out  of  their  ears.  They 
want  some  dosh.) 

Hurt’s  reading  has  the  kind  of 
low-key,  anti-acting  style  that 
never  lets  you  forget  that  its 
speaker  is  a stac  He  buttonholes 
you  with  his  intensity  and  assur- 
ance, sighs  audibly  through 
some  of  tibn  words,  and  some- 
times speaks  so  softly  slowly 
and  mumbly  that  I thought  my 
tranny  was  out  of  juice.  No 
British  actor  would  dare  down- 
play so  much:  though  Hurt  gets 
to  do  other  characters  too.  The 
Shipping  News  is  essentially 
narrative,  fttll  of  elliptical  writ- 
ing, arresting  images — the  life 
of  an  outsider.  It  makes  a dis- 
tinctive serial. 

Martin  Kelner  is  the  maestro 

of  novelty  songs,  the  captain  of 
kitsch- Show  him  a car-boot  sale, 
and  be  can  make  a programme 
from  Its  unsold  records.  In 
Speak  To  Me  Pretty  he  did  talkie 
records,  the  hrmp-in-the-throat 
stuff  that  reached  the  charts  in 
the  1960s  and  70s.  He  called 

Deck  Of  Cards  a “reenmng  trib- 
ute to  bad  taste”,  and  so  are 
Kleiner’S  programmes:  though  a 
little  sparing  in  the  cultural 


I analysis  department,  they’re 
invariably  a hoot.  As  for  the 
songs,  1 knew  them  alL  (Perhaps 
that’s  a definition  of  middle-age 
— when  you  recognise  all  the 
records  in  a Radio  2 pro- 
gramme.) But  why  nothing  from 
that  latex;  hippei;  talk-singei; 
Laurie  Anderson  (“O 
Superman”)? 

Kelner  was  followed  by  The 
Jamesons  (Radio  2)  in  which  the 
husband-and-wife  team  Indulge 
in  tiie  kind  of  mock  bickering 
that  makes  bystanders  feint 
from  tedium.  Jameson  femme 
also  has  a simpering  giggle 
which  most  count  among  the 
most  annoying  sounds  on 
British  radio.  Nevertheless,  in 
their  interview  with  Edwina 
Currie  they  managed  to  get  her 
—briefly —out  of  sdf-pramo- 
tion  mode  and  on  to  politics, 
where  she  bad  dismissive  fixings 
to  say  about  John  Major's 
attempt  to  scupper  European 
legislation  on  the  484mkxt  week. 

Currie  was  talking  politics  an 
a Radio  2 chat  show,  while  BBC 
News  and  Current  Affairs  joined 
the  Fergie-circuit.  The  Duchess 
of  York  was  given  a long  inter- 
view with  Sue  MacGregor  on 
Thursday’s  Today  (Radio  4), 
which  was  neither  more  probing 
nor  more  revealing  than  the 
long  interviews  with  her  every- 
where else.  In  a heavily  contrite 
voice,  she  spoke  reasonably 
about  her  mistakes.  But  of  one 
crime  she  remains  unacquitted 
— her  debasement  of  language. 
Not  only  has  she  appropriated 
the  language  of  victimology 
claiming  that  her  shopping  is 
akin  to  bulimia — a curious 
mmfogy  *ifie  offloaded  her 

purchases  soon  after  site  made 
them  — but  her  repeated  refer- 
ences to  “My  Man”  and  “The 
Firm”  also  mark  her  out  as  the 
Sharon  of  the  Royal  Family  (At 
least  she  didn’t  say  “We’re  a 
team”).  It  was  when  she  declared 
“J*m  standing  here  for  truth” 
that  you  knew  she’d  been  on  too 
many  American  chat  shows.  Yet 
America  also,  it  seems,  has 
turned  Fergie-weary:  a reporter 
on  the  Chicago  Tribune  told 
Wednesday’s  PM  that  the 
Duchess  of  Ycnk  was  “too  far 
down  the  food  chain"  to  really 
excite  American  interest,  and  if 
she  moved  there  all  she  could 
expect  would  be  seafood  dinners 
and  flambeed  desserts  alongside 
the  other  social  climbers.  Ouch. 


Derek  Malcolm 

c 

reviews  the  latest 

a> 

film  releases 

0) 

u 

O 

every  Friday  in 

</> 

/Zr  Guardian 

- 

THE  WEEK  I 19 


The  RSC  is  right  to  revive  a 1 Sth-century  Morality  Play  - but  not  like  this,  says  Michael  Billington 

Everyman  for  himself 


Bath  time. . .the  RSCs  eccentrically  inventive  production  of  Everyman  photograph:  nblubbert 


The  let-down 


O W do  you  present  reli- 
gious drama  in  a secu- 
lar age?  Bill  Bryden’s 
answer  in  both  the  Mys- 
— — teries  and  Dermis  Pot- 

ter’s Son  Of  Man  was  to  rely  on 
communal  memory  folk  rock  and 
audience  involvement  Kathryn 
Hunter  and  Marcello  Magnj  a 

different  tack  in  their  production 
of  Everyman  at  Stratford’s  Other 
Placa  They  deploy  many  of  the 
physical  techniques  of  Theatre  de 
Complicit6,  from  which  they  both 
ha£L  But  their  production,  though 
eccentrically  inventive,  seems  at 
odds  with  the  gravity  and  purity  of 
this  teth-century  Morality  Flay. 

Everyman,  as  scholars  point 
out,  is  not  a bit  like  other  medieval 
Moralities.  There  is  no  battle 
between  good  and  evil,  no  interjec- 
tion Of  AP  Rossher’s  “vices,  dev- 
ils, squibs  and  jocularities".  It  is  a 
work  of  unrelieved  earnestness  in 
which  God.  despairing  of  human 
vanity  tells  Death  to  go  to  Every- 
man and  bid  him  prepare  for  a 
mortal  pilgrimage.  In  his  final 
journey  of  reckoning,  Everyman 
is  deserted  by  Fellowship,  Kin- 
dred, Goods,  Beauty  Strength  and 
various  allegorical  companions. 
Only  Good  Deeds  accompanies  the 
repentant  sinner  to  the  grave  and 
ensures  his  ascension  to  Heaven. 

Clearly  a work  like  this  poses 
problems  for  a modern  audience. 
We  are  not  used  to  dramatised 
abstractions.  We  are  even  less  used 
to  the  idea  of  a God  who  arraigns 
mankind  for  “living  without  dread 
in  worldly  prosperity",  who  talks 
menacingly  of  his  “sharp  rod"  and 
who  threatens  unrepentant  sinners 
with  “everlasting  fire”.  The  play  is 
a powerful  product  of  Catholic 
Europe,  and  what  it  says,  unequivo- 
cally is  that  Man  can  be  saved  only 
by  his  actions  — and  even  then, 
they'd  better  be  pretty  substantial. 
“And  they  be  small,"  in  the  words  of 
the  concluding  speech,  “before  God 
be  hath  no  help  at  aJL" 

Yet  I believe  the  play  can  be 
made  to  work  for  a modern  audi- 
ence. It  deals  with  the  fear  of 
dying,  which  is  universal.  It  sees 
human  life  as  something  that  has 
to  be  accounted  for  — an  idea  that 
haunts  drama  from  Hamlet  to  Peer 
GynL  It  also  taps  into  our  residual 
belief  that  theatre  should  be 
morally  improving  — witness  the 
modem  popularity  of  An  Inspec- 
tor GaTla  or  ffnftnannatahl’8  Jeder- 
roann,  which  every  summer 
confronts  well-heeled  Salzburg 
Ftestival-goers  with  the  vanity  of 
riches  the  imperative  of 
death.  Propaganda  has  always 
been  a vital  part  of  theatre,  and 
Everyman,  at  its  most  basic,  tells 
us  how  to  live. 

What  it  needs,  however;  is  moral 
conviction  and  imagery  that 


matches  the  text  both  of  which 
seem  to  be  wanting  in  the  Hunter- 
Magni  production.  In  a strange 
preface,  Joseph  Myden's  naked 
Everyman  is  given  a ritual  rub- 
down  in  a tin  bath  before  going  as 
best  man  to  Fellowship’s  wedding. 
God  Is  a homely  figure  in  white 
wig  and  gardening  clothes.  Death 
arrives  in  the  tempting  shape  of 
Josette  Bushell-Mingo  in  low-cut 
gown.  And  when  the  allegorical 
Five  Wits  appear;  they  turn  out  to 
be  a ragged-arsed  circus  troupe 
doing  funny  business  with  ladders. 

I have  no  objection  to  modern 
dress.  It  goes  perfectly  well  with  a 
work  that  harps  on  the  emptiness 
of  materialism.  Bryden’s  Myster- 
ies also  showed  that  you  can 
achieve  the  numinous  in  everyday 
working-clothes.  But  although  they 
reject  medieval  iconography 
Hunter  and  Magni  never  replace  it 
with  anything  substantial  of  their 
own.  The  allegorical  figures  simply 
become  clownish,  sub-Complicrte 
types,  with  Cousin  played  as  a 
funny  foreigner.  Fellowship’s  bride 
as  a man  in  drag,  and  Goods  as  a 
seedy  Arthur  Daley  spiv  The  per- 
vading jokiness  totally  reduces  the 
pathos  of  Everyman’s  desertion. 

Only  when  the  production 
resorts  to  basic  religious  imagery 
does  it  touch  the  heart  The  sight 
of  the  penitent  Everyman  drag- 
ging a heavy  stone  or  nestling  in 
the  arms  of  a beneficent  angel  is 
highly  affecting;  and  when  Myra 
McFadyen’s  prostrate,  hem  pen- 
clothed  Good  Deeds  is  raised  from 
the  ground  by  Everyman’s  scourg- 
ing, our  spirits  rise  with  her.  At 
such  moments  something  momen- 
tous — the  salvation  of  the  hero's 
soul  — ts  at  stake;  at  other  times 
we  seem  to  be  watching  a hectic 
attempt  to  lend  tonal  variety  to  a 
work  whose  very  strength  ties  in 
its  sombre  unity 

I can  seethe  problem.  We  have  no 
recent  tradition  on  which  to  draw 
in  presenting  medieval  Morality 
Plays.  Wie  also  lack  a shared  faith  or 
fear  of  damnation.  But  theatre  is  a 
strange  medium  in  which  the  con- 
viction of  the  actors  can  lead  to  a 
willing  suspension  of  disbelief; 
here,  however  the  pervasive  irony 
left  me  only  spasmodically  carried 
away  by  the  notion  that  we  shall  all 
confront  a day  of  reckoning. 

The  RSC  is  right  to  revive  this 
rarely  seen  play  But  the  challenge 
faring  the  rampany  in  its  Other 
Place  season,  where  Katie  Mitchell 
goes  on  to  direct  the  Mysteries,  is 
not  just  to  test  the  dramatic  vital- 
ity of  pre-Shakespearian  drama.  It 
is  something  even  deepen  to  recap- 
ture the  spirit  of  a time  when 
drama  made  the  miraculous 
manifest  and  had  a direct  moral 
purpose.  If  theatre  doesn’t  lead  us 
to  question  the  way  we  live  what  is 

it  for? 

At  The  Other  Place,  Stratford-upon- 
Avon  (01789  295623). 


Going  to 
Towns 


The  triumphs 


THE  ORIS  London  Jazz  Festi- 
val has  inspired  plenty  of 
heated  oratory  abort  where 
genres  begin  and  end.  but  has  also 
provided  some  cf  foe  alchemy  that 
turns  all  the  warring  elements  into 
gold.  Wednesday’s  performance  by 
British  composer  Colin  Towns’s 
Mask  Orchestra  (Purcell  Room) 
ami  Thursday's  by  a bine-chip  two- 
band  combination  of  Americans 
John  Scofield  and  Michael  Breeder 
(Festival  Hall)  are  prime  examples. 

Towns  delivered  as  dangerously 
ambitious  a show  as  anything 
Loose  Tubes  might  have  produced. 
There’s  an  impatient  quality  about 
his  music  that  occasionally 
it  seem  jittery  and  unfocused,  and 
he  jams  in  enough  ideas  for  half  a 
dozen  performances.  But  the  over- 
all effect  is  to  throw  back  a curtain 
on  foe  materials  available  to  con- 
temporary jazz  composers,  and  in 
the  process  galvanise  improvisors. 
In  one  fast,  boppish  improvised 
exchange  with  alto  1st  Peter  King 
the  excellent  singer  Maria  Pia  del 
Vito  provided  one  cf  foe  unforget- 
table moments  cf  the  festival. 
Guitarist  John  Scofield's  first- 

half  performance  on  Thursday  fur- 
nished a good  many  cf  tile  others. 
Since  his  years  with  Miles  Davis, 
Scofield  has  often  demonstrated  a 
blend  of  force  and  subtlety  of 
bluesy  clout  and  melodic  ambigu- 
ity: But  if  the  word  preceding  bis 
new  album.  Quiet  suggested  a per- 
formance cf  uncharacteristic 
reserve,  a 90-minute  blitz  by  a 
superb  new  Scofield  band  was  the 
old  mix.  And  saxophonist  Michael 
Brecker  wrapped  up  the  show  with 
the  kind  of  manic  impassiveness 
for  which  he’s  famous,  with  a band 
as  expertly  tuned  to  his  seeds  as 
Scofield’s.  - - 

Jdfcw  Fordham  

.The  festival  continues  unffl  tomorrow. 


LAS  VEGAS 


leaving  las  vegas 


president 


the  usual  suspects 


and 


gift  from  us  to  you 


Spend  £25*  now  and  we’ll  give  you 
£25  worth  of  money  off  vouchers 

to  spend  after  Christmas.  It’s  or  way  of  saying  Merry  Christmas 
and  giving  you  an  even  happier  Nov  Year. 


-afcren*25/n/W 
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Racing 


Chris  Hawidns  expecte  N icky  Henderson's  improving  chaser  to  strike  gold  at  Cheltenham 

Matt  is  ready  for  the  big  time 


Although  fast 

ground  has  played 
havoc  with  the  start 
of  the  jumping  sea- 
son proper,  no  one  fan  com- 
plain about  the  quality  of  the 
Held  for  this  afternoon’s  Mur- 
phy'S Gold  Cup  a* 
Cheltenham. 

The  two  horses  heading  the 

handicap  are  established 
class  performers  — Dublin 
Fiver,  one  of  the  gamest  and 
most  exciting  jumpers  in 
training,  and  the  1993  King 
George  winner.  Barton  Bank. 

DubLin  Flyer  showed  all  his 
qualities  when  winning  this 
race  last  year  when  beating 
Egypt  Mill  Prince  and  even 
though  he  has  61b  more  this 
time  he  cannot  be  ignored. 

He  palpably  failed  to  stay  in 
the  Cheltenham  Gold  Cup. 
where  Barton  Bank  was 
fourth,  and  apart  from  that 
one  run  he  bas  always  done 
well  on  this  track. 

Barton  Bank  is  probably 
not  the  force  he  was  but  the 
handicapper  has  taken  note  of 
that  and.  in  giving  him  list 
51b.  has  not  been  hard  on  him. 

He  comes  into  the  race  very 
fit  after  finishing  second  to 
One  Man  at  Wetherby  two 
weeks  ago.  but  it  Is  a worry 
that  be  has  been  campaigning 
over  three  miles  plus. 

Never  the  best  of  jumpers, 
the  question  is  whether  his 
fencing  will  hold  up  over  this 
shorter  trip  on  Cast  ground 
when  there  is  likely  to  be 
plenty  of  pace. 

The  conditions  will  suit 
Basthorpe,  a two  miler  who 
loves  a firmisb  surface.  He  is 
51b  better  off  for  the  four- 
lengths  he  was  beaten  by  Ki- 
breet  in  the  Grand  Annual 
Chase  at  the  Festival  and  it 
could  be  worth  taking  a 
chance  with  his  stamina.  He 
looks  the  each-way  bet 
Once  Martin  Pipe  booked 
Richard  Dunwoody  for  Chal- 
lenger du  Luc  there  was  a pre- 
dictable market  move  for  the 
course  and  distance  winner 
but  one  senses  • connections 
are  troubled  by  the  state  of 
the  ground. 

Challenger  du  Luc  has  the 
right  credentials.  He  is  a 
young,  improving  horse  at 
the  bottom  of  the  handicap 
and  the  ground  was  lively 
enough  when  he  won  the 
Cathcart  Chase  here  at  the 
Festival. 


VsAJt  ;5.?v  -rV-r'is  ' 
V. .- *».-■> . «r  ' - 

v\?r  • 4*.  v>-v  . 


' Mil 


Little  but  good . . . Just  Little  (left),  who  won  by  seven  lengths,  takes  the  final  flight  with  Mixn-Lou-And  at  Cheltenham 


PHOTOGRAPH;  TOM  JENKINS 


Addington  Boy  beat  Chal- 
lenger du  Luc  in  the  soft  at 
Ayr  subsequently  and  if  he 
had  the  ground  he  would  have 
a great  chance.  Essentially  he 
looks  a stayer  but  with  the 
Gordon  Richards  stable  in 
such  good  form  it  would  be  no 
surprise  to  see  him  run  well. 

The  Irish  challenger  Ana- 
batic Is  hard  to  assess.  He 
beat  Sound  Man  at  Navan 
recently  but  was  getting  281b 
and  he  has  not  been  the  safest 
of  jumpers  In  the  past. 

A surprise  runner  Is  Absa- 
lom’s Lady.  Gay  Kelleway, 
her  trainer,  was  expressing 
doubts  earlier  in  the  week 
about  not  wanting  to  over- 
face the  mare  but  she  is  un- 
doubtedly well-handicapped 


on  her  defeat  of  Couiton  and 
Travado  at  Exeter  recently. 

Having  discussed  most  of 
those  with  a chance  I come  to 
my  selection  Big  Matt  (2.55) 
who  finished  third  to  Dublin 
Flyer  last  year. 

Nicky  Henderson,  whose 
horses  are  just  beginning  to 
dick,  gave  him  a run  at  Ascot 
a fortnight  ago  and  there  was 
a lot  to  like  about  his  battling 
second  to  the  course  special- 
ist Storm  Alert 
He  seemed  to  handle  the 
fast  ground  there  and  as  an 
experienced  handicapper 
does  not  look  over-burdened. 

At  Ayr.  principal  interest 
will  centre  on  the  reappear- 
ance of  the  Hennessy  hope 
The  Grey  Monk  (2.10). 


Date  set  for  jockeys’  strike  inquiry 


THE  Jockey  Club’s  disci- 
plinary committee  has 
fixed  December  18  as 
the  date  for  their  Inquiry 
into  the  jockeys’  strike  at 
Haydock  last  month,  writes 
Chris  Hawkins. 

The  21  riders  went 
against  the  local  stewards 
and  refused  to  race  because 
they  considered  the  course 
unsafe  after  heavy  rain. 

Christopher  Hall,  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  said: 
“We  will  determine 
whether  procedures  were 
correctly  followed.  Every- 


thing must  be  done  to  pre- 
vent such  a thing  happen- 
ing again.” 

The  ground  appeared 
slippery  at  Cheltenham  yes- 
terday when  there  were 
plenty  of  Callers. 

Small  fields  at  the  meet- 
ing did  not  make  things  any 
easier  for  punters  who  suf- 
fered a series  of  reverses 
and  the  only  favourite  to 
oblige  was  the  odds-on  Just 
Little. 

Aldan  O’Brien  expects 
Just  Little,  who  won  In  a 
canter  after  market  rival 


Danjlng  refused  to  race,  to 
run  again  today . 

Dancing  Vision  was  a 
remarkable  winner  of  the 
opening  Coin  Valley  Game 
Company  Chase  after  mak- 
ing a monumental  blunder 
at  the  third  last. 

John  McNamara  per- 
formed miracles  to  stay  in 
the  saddle  but  the  mistake 
seemed  to  take  nothing  out 
of  Dancing  Vision  who  still 
won  easily  and  became  a 
first  Cheltenham  winner 
for  Irish  trainer  Eric 
McNamara. 
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Sport  in  brief  

Lewis  looks  to  London 

In  court 


fbUowlr^- alegal  knocfc-out  in  a New  Jersey  comi  Tor  the 

Tyson,  who  has  since  vacated pe  tiue. 
w • :_u  kmmiiM  fhp  fipht_  for 


Steelers  optimism  put  on  ice 
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writes  Tbny  Alien  in  HamemlimutToay 
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back  strongly  in  the  final  period,  going  ahead  Wwtth  goals  from 

Aleksander  Smirnov,  Yuri  Leonov  and  OteDahlstromuKen 
Priestlay  did  equalise  but  Paul  Johnsen  and  Inonov  secured  both 

points  in  the  final  three  minutes  as  Sheffield  faded. 


Badminton  pair  crack  China 

ENGLAND'S  chances  ctf  beating  China  lnasix4natosertesfor 
the  second  time  in  succession  look  bright  as  a result  erf  the  tom  of 
the  men's  doubles  partnership  erf  James  Andersonand  Ian  Pear- 
son, writes  RkharxiJago.  Their  successes  provated  a 2-0  cushion 
forthe  England  manager  Steve  Baddetey  to  experiment  m last 
night's  third  mahdi  at  Boston.  After  coming  from  2-9  in  the  second 
game  to  beat  Zhang  Jun  and  Min  Zhenyu  In  straight  gamesat 
Exeter  on  Wednesday,  they  recovered  again  from  7-13  in  the 
second  to  win  at  Bath  on  Thursday. 

The  Essex  pair  saved  four  game  points  in  that  Bath  suocess.  and 

Zhangand  Min  must  have  been  relieved  not  tofece  the  two  20- 
year-olds  again.  Instead  the  unrelated  Robertsons,  Nathan  and 
Julian,  were  selected  for  last  night’s  men’s  doubles. 

The  former  European  champion  Darren  Hall  won  his  second 
men’s  singles  of  the  series  at  Bath,  where  the  former  All  England 
champions  Nick  Pontingand  Joanne  Goode  took  a drawn-out 
mhrpd  doubles  as  F.ngiand  won  3-2.  Baddeley,  however,  was 
planningatleastfour  changes  for  last  night's  encounter. 


Tough  luck  for  the  Irish 

IRELAND  have  been  placed  by  the  International  Hockey  Federa- 
tion in  the  same  group  as  the  Asian  champions  South  Korea,  the 
Pan  Am  rhampfrms  ArgpnHna  and  New  Zealand,  recent  winners 

of  the  World  Cup  preliminary,  in  next  year’s  final  World  Cup 
qualifier  in  Kuala  Lumpur,  writes  Pot  Rotoley . 

Six  countries  will  advance  from  that  March  4-15  event  to  the 
1998  World  Cup  in  Utrecht  A new  president,  either  Juan  Calzado 

(Spain)  or  Tony too  Ordaiza  (Venezuela), win  be  elected  at  the 

IHF  Congress  in  Brussels  today  in  succession  to  Etienne  Gllchitch 

(France). 

FOOL  Ai  Spain.  South  Africa.  Malaysia,  Canada,  Poland.  Swttxariand  POOL  Bi  South 
Korea.  Argentina.  Now  Zaaland.  Bdgtum.  Ireland,  Be  Larue. 


Cheltenham  card  with  guide  to  the  form 


1.10  Victor  Bravo 
1.45  Potter's  Hay 
US  CtitoPa  Scop 


Ootogi  Deed  la  Am  * Denotes  Udcara. 
Hgunn  in  brackets  altar  bane*a  name  da 


2MH| 
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1.10  FUGatES  Bn’SRUU.  HANDICAP  ffl&DLE  3*  2f  tS|645 

1 MII0-F8  HOPS  AND  POPS  (7)  (CJHAJrar  9-12-0 

2 PEP-11  VICTOR  BRAVO  (l  7)  (C)  NGosefee  SMD-6 CUwwffn* 

3 m-^noiaa«iBvaR(65)(D)(W)unpas-io-o — aphcCot* 

4 MMPT  SAM  QIOfHlK)  (21]  (CS)  N TnlitDo-OoKK  7-B-O TJw*» 

TOP  Ftm  T*a  Otoagtorir  Obf  *,  Vfctar  Wan  7, 

Botnar  6-1  Vfefcr  Brj*o  3-1  Glenflmll  Ori.  7-C  Sen  Gtorghj.  6-1  Hops  And  Fopa  inam 

RMI QUIDE-  VICTOII  BRAVO:  Prxrtnant  lad  test,  edged  let!  9aL  all  out.  beat  KUtoadl  X (Foittvefl  2m 
S nOros  nd.  Gdi 

>11  rWOAHHIP  CSttr  Headway  JBi.  weakened  lliiMa.  3rd  d S btn  TJ.  M Acnra  Una  (Newton  Aftboi  an  3! 
nep  full,  ill) 

SAN  OMRCKfcCJtued  leader  lod  Kft,  headed  2 ouL  ran  enane  paca.  Mol  6.31  beftlndOtyngMn  (Market 
Ar  m 3m  ha  Ml,  Ctf 

HOK  AND  POP*  Ouwd  reader  MINIS  4ft  ]umptosimrfyaheoon  Benina  6h  of  8.  Mneii.ttOrunis 
End  Tin  M.  Gfl. 


1.45  WAOtratmi  ex  NOnc8atA»aai4t  iioyds  M,ya5 

1 BW-CI  nKTHYU  (10)  (0)1**  A Panes  7-11-6 

3 .>1?!-!  POTTO'S  BAY  (14)  (O)DMCtRfe0n  7-11-6 A 

3 SJTJW  FUMSV  TRUTH  (1S)MMMton  TO-ll-O K 


KOv  QSNHIAL  PONOO  (197]  T George  7-1  1-0 JtDumrmdy 

TOP  ram  TP*  Potto's  Bn  «,  Oaaam  Paaaa  7 

Battfaw  i-'-Ptfiw*  Bar.  6-1  Genera  Pongn.  IP- iFttns,  Tran.  Jnaai 

ram  SUM  ■ Mims  BAH  ffaetfwai  lltl  WJom,  piahed  out  An.  Mil  RamWn  Knca  3 
WWIMt tt>«  l i(Vn now he® cn. Cdt 

RWB THYME Plonvncm  hni - ma. bA dear last. bool Myeoc  Isto 381  IKsmpton an 4M1IM9 nowc*. Gal 
MMHAt  POHQOi  Lrd  until  too  .ml  when  Mti  o I 16.  Un  to  little  Gunner  (Bangor  3m  no*  1*8.  SUI 

nJMSY  TRUTH  lad  irffli  lot*  out.  veAsnaa  and  pulled  up  Mure  2 on  « ran  wen  hr  Basil  cm  (Bangor 

\m  I ><X J-.  r>a  cn.  ijtfSin 

Channel  4 


2.20  wmirs oiuiMHmaw  handicap  wmoui am  noyos  car.iafl 
t io)P4-i  cMMP-saoMa(aaitco]SDovB-e>-Q jib— «H| 

2 (rr^l  0tauutSMO(7)(O)PB<msn5-U-i; RFamat 

3 :i-S'2  SMUTmiCKBK(7](D)Nra  JHamngkin5-tl-11 JOahoraa 

* l»-n:  MVSTIGAL  CITY  (BD(II)nMtf Ilia  5-11-10 D J Casa]  (3] 

■ :iU-H  C3UCXON(7](D)PHa6MB-U-S APBcCay 

a P4AJ-U  BAIMABOT(1«)NHanlsnoiiB-ll-« . M A Ftqnll 

7 SI-111  COUtmnr STAR (Z2J (DJCBtooM S-ll-3  OBradhy 

a «n:n  JWTLiTTU(1HBIb«i)tD)A0'arlm4.1V0 COttayar 

B turn  A STANS  (7J  TOMPipa  5-1IW2 tlagR* 

TOP  POtarnni  CkUTs  Sara  B,  Jut  UOa  7,  Orams  M 0 

Santo*  Il-i  Ox*  On  Jusi  Lfl».  5-1  Myata]  OH.  5-1  ChwTs  Song.  5-1  Sjucn  Trucfaer.  e-l  Coumry 

Siman 

ram  «R»  ■ CRACK  Oth  E«aa  Fas  going  valL  M2rdK3>d.lSdaiMlut.  eorntortKirr.  von  at 
-anaavn  RnjlPy  Icj  nolfB]  gd.  baabng  Ugtonntog  LjO  by  2 1/It 

DRUMS  EMh  LoJ  ana  ml  map  Dial  Sign,  ran  on.  bail  SPACE  TRUCKER  flmobl  UB.  Matom  3 out 

rwv  TOTS-  Lot  unAln  to  quiijjn  (Wnrcaraan  2m  na.  Qffl. 

SgnW  CUT;  FinBUal  wy  vafl.  Mn  £B  by  SPACE  TRUCKER  free  Ittl  lUKavsl  2m  tax  M.GdL 
OytMlaaia*  wa.  boa  Warm  spat  U tKanpain  an  Mi.  G»5ni| 

JOSTUTTUe »cr rauhr Mm vestomsir I3ti  IlOyda  toasl «Mn MSbg Uhn-Loo-And n 

OBUmm  Mato  sfl^ohM  a*  0S«  U]tw»  Cholcs  1®  wovtw  2to  1 ^(ds  «p  W.  GOl 

HAU  A STAIR*  Lod  until  Bra  014  town  Mn  OR  by  Jsth  Tstolor  (UBoator  2m«  llOjOsnoWitf.  Qatf  m). 

Channel  4 


2.55  ratpttvaaoiocw  hakdkap  cun  mat  noyta  ttun 

1 U2WIW.  DUBUN  n.TBI(247}(C0]TFanMr  10-1S-0 M 

i MKiVF.e*WKCi4I(q<g|0Mcnc)tMii  mh a 


.'Will-  ABMMmBOVfMajOTGftatflhS-lll-ia  £5 

AKAunc ti4i tOiHOBnan  a-10-a Tf  k— 

ras-rmmoPtwt,^ JtPfcCOy 


J lit:  ,'  IW  KATT  (14)  fti)  w HnnoarMn  8-»-a  r*  * 1 i i an 

jto J1ST1 

in.t-.  BABIItORPRtaajtCHM}W«HKiSgW»-llH  


B 201S?-I  ABSAlOirBIADV (1 1)(6«i •*)!«* Gay KeUtosay  5-10-1  -O 

10  11411-43  BAVARD DMU C7J TO CVaetoe 6-10-fl  ._ — eUanSyo 

11  4B3P-1I  5TB0NQNBMaHE(7)(afeB0(C)fII)KBaflq>9-10-fl COShayv 

12  24-1211  5imtlOPIKUBflK|14)(CB)8Hufat)arS5-IO-0 K GssAs  (3) 

TOP  ram  TtPSc  ChaBsngar  Da  toe  8,  Big  MO  7,  Kflbsst  6 

igSSr  OoMnHjor  9118  BPovaB  4-1  fTFonfcr)1*™ 

Bettfagr  5-1  Bfl  Hafl.  Clanengw  du  Ltc.  Addington  Boy.  DuflOn  Rjw.  r-1  KUxeel.  KH  AnaMUt 
Easnorcf.  iT-l  Aostlom  s Lady.  14-1  Swog  Itenone  15-1  Barton  Bank.  20-1  Snug  Promise.  25-1 
BawraOeu  1* 

FORM  CtnOG  - BtQ  BATT:  HefaJ  up.  nUm  to  0050  winner  2 Old.  ran  on  mil.  ton  a net*  Or  Slorm  Alan 
l Ascot  an  hep  di  GJ-Fmj 

BARTON  BAMb  Led  second  undJ  lour  out  vften  Mr  71  fay  One  Unn  fWatnwty  3m  II  ai.  Gd| 
CHAUOK3ER  0«  LUO Httxhray  8BI.  e»»>  cftance  Jo*  Deaton  taa  Jni of  1 Wi  71.  to  Osstfny  Calls 
tSandOwnanaf  1 10yds  nov  hep  eh.  Gd). 

ADOOtcnrON  BOTi  Promtneflt  rflort  4 oji.  led  tat  ran  on,  boar  CHALLENGER  OU  U1C  (larals)  '2  [Aw  2m 
R nor eK SHI 

DUBUN  PLyERLed  U Mtft.  laded  «».  puilM  up  betorp  2 oul  In  raw  von  6y  Ingwrial  CaU  (CheltOflfWil 
UOydsCh.*!). 

KI8REET1  Prominent  nddm  along  homSBifafpl  on  Iron  10  tin  ill.  WArdlc  Kinsman  (Audrey 

SmncptAGtft 

ANABATKr  Han  on  veil  Vhsn  D«BUrg  Souid  Man  ?0I  lltavan  2m  it  nq>  eh.  9KI 
STRONO  KEDtaNC;  Led  final  iMcn  vhen  beafeng  Go  Wan  Soiimar  na  rSaolovn  an  M heap  dv  Gd). 

Channel  4 


imOfabanaaiP  LIOItoOeyNa* 

1 Ml  Crrrwra  Hquarry  (nto)  2.80  Coal  Ltofaa 

1^5  WCHBANK  (nap)  3.10  PoRDcal  Tower 

3w40«ri)NB— nt 

ISJOSKNttoitog  3.16  Pro—  Laa  Aar 

I.IOtkvyOonitoi  1JOI*»OIUa»M 

lAOCatawCstoHlN  SJSAdtWtoRaee 

RjQOKaEplOao 

Botov  Good.  * Dtoiiiai  liMm. 

1 2.35  sean  huh  Juvmu  mrduiyoab  cw« 
1 
z 

3 

4 

5 
• 

7 

8 
• 

10 
11 


Oa^  dm*  Osod  la  flna.  fadt  Oood.  * Dwotas  Uhkars. 

1 2-40  9CANU  4-mOE9 NOTKC HDltDUt (Of* Q 2to  C^IIO 


h Rossa.(5i}(B)PUcraRtgtiM 
CRY  BABY  A WhBans  10-12 
:«?  GLOBE  RUNNBinOIJO  Nea  10-12 
RAPL£TDH  Mrs  S SmlPi  B-12  - 
NORTHBOI NCRTO  J GoKtl  KM2 

1 RATTLE  (13)  JONSrU  10-13 
SWTNrafSSUPimejBdaomlay  10-12 

2 TMH  BOOZRK  B80{1Z)  (BP)  C Partcor  10-12 
a THORNTOUH  ESTATE  (81)  M Todhwto  10-12 

PRECIOUS  CBRL  0 MofcO  10-T 

saunas  aanousc  Pan#  ro-7 


3-30  FUWeRS  ORnNALNAMMCAP  CHASE  3b  3f  110]d*  OOyOSB 


1 KP2-J  NARTOIIICX  (30)  K Bailor  0-11-10 


— CODasyar 
— RFamM 


3 C3FB3-5  WULSFORD  f73  (CB)  Mis  J Phrrun  li-1 1-0 

3 inCSi  1-S  COPPHI NINE (14) O Shenaood  10-10-ff Jl 

4 115321  EVANQBUCA(3S)M  Pipe  S-10-0 APNeCay 

9 225-122  FROZEN  CROP  (SO)  PR*r\efiag-HH) NQUETFUL 

TOP  PORN  TIPGc  VUaford  8,  Nastosakfc  7 
121201*  I 


MOfaiJP»SB«l« 

T-iWanomM.lMe*angollEa.  ll->Co«pwUna.«-l  WBriora  5 rn  i irs. 

FORK  OUBie  - ■ASimilCK:  Headsmy  lift,  vent  2x1  MeAy  tord  M 4 oaL  Med.  fad  Ol  4,  Mn  33,  S3 
Coutem  iWineanun  2m  a hep  oi  Gd-Fai 

EUAIWBiCAi  Hard  up.  autweed  T3ft.  rallied  nsw.  tea  Ha.  Beal  Time  Enouflli  II  [WarsWl  3m  21  Mp,  Ch). 
COPPSR  tunc  Held  up.  »onl  2nd  Horn  iSto.  eased  «mao  beasn  #aL  Un  IN  hy  Ifana  Enoutfi  (WarvleA  3re 
3 resell.  Gd-fini 

UUFMB:  Lod  n 4m.  wejfcensd  iStn.  laded  o».  Ini  ol  S.  distance  unmd  Indcalnocn  ftandown  3ra 
lUhaMpcft  Gtf. 

PROZSN  DROP)  Chased  Isador.  led  i5tf>  wOl  mm  out  vficn  bfaiVbv  Spsctal  Accoim  CMicanon  3m  d 
iiCrdhcaeh.Ga) 


Channel  4 


4-05  MCKESON  NOVKC  ROBXU  2ns  IlOyda  28,782 

1 43-  F0XBS  LAO  (1«B)NBattiBBe  6-10-12 M FlUrry 

2 1 GREmataalBSSn,f7)(O)OS<«rsn>0d  5-10-12 DMpsda 

3 mi/ 2,-1  KGBSSU  UJOGB (18J (CO) X BalWy  7-10-12 COtferyar 

4 Mini  KAILA9N(17){CS)UPlpe5-10-12 —AftoeCoy 

mol  S Dov  4-10-T B rill  II  su  3] 

fl,  Oraoo  Braaa  Dssart  7 

IWSi  Mandya  tattoo  S 10 12  P IBda  *-1  (J  Ofnanq  12  ran 

Mtoigc&JGieen  Green  Deaon.  2-1  KiXaaii.  7-2  HarMit  Longa.  8-1  3odel  BnO*.  S-i  FodeaLad.  5 

ratal  OUtBE  - CRE»  amm  OOaBtn  Henavay  to  leaa  em . JwitoCd  Xto  3 ora.  ran  cn.  boat  Swan  Street 
3B I UT  j re®'  2n  ML  GOFml 

KAKASHiHrareaTtoi  led  reia.  boat  Snamonud  * uStataetm  2m  UOyOs  nor  hdLFmL 
KWBUCT  LODBB  lm  after  1st  made  icd,  beat  Cnarite  Panel  IB  lOvBmntuo  2m  110yds  ad.  aorm). 


• Gary  Moore,  the  Epsom  trainer,  is  to  take  over  his  father’s 
Woodingdean  stables  near  Brighton.  Charlie  Moore.  70,  who 
won  with  Apollo  Red  at  Lingfleld  yesterday,  said:  **Gaiy  will 
be  coming  back  to  take  over  and  I am  delighted-  It  was  always 
my  ambition  that  he  would  start  training  from  my  yard.  He  is 
a hard-working  and  talented  boy,  just  as  he  was  as  a jump 
jockey,  and  1 wish  he  had  never  gone  to  Epsom.” 


Results 


AYR 

12-2“  (2m  H mmt  1,  ENDOWMENT,  P 
Niven  il/-4  lavi;  2,  ftmUBtos  (G-ti.  a. 
wrp  PrWa  I JO-l).  n ran.  3.  ZT.  |Mm  u 

rowhoy'  tq<o.  ci.sa  n.oo.  ci.so,  □ ra. 

OupiF  Cl  30  Tno  Cl 3 20. CSP: £3.49. 
12J18  (2m  AfHdtspI,  LATHI  lXAOHt,Q 
PaiKor  |4-II.  2.  Tafl  Maaama  (5-1 1;  3. 
NiBhiaail  Pwk  |9-J)  7-2  lav  Stone  Dim. 
M ran  *.  t iC  Piraarf  Tottc  05  10;  n.40. 


9 

OffilfHAM 

101 

201 

ATS 

102 

202 

iflm'ooN 

103 

203 

WINDSOS 

104 

204 

W'HAMPTON 

105 

205 

itiSN 

E3 

220 

CiSO.  £2.10  Dual  f:  CBiA.  Trio  C51.8C. 
CSF:  04.81.  Trfcaac  CSS  07. 

1.SO  (8m  HdtaNl,  CLAIM  BUUD,  A Dl*- 
Mn  (3-1);  2.  Itosntj  Qsoarto  (7-1):  9,  F*. 
aAav  C—H  IB-1). a-4  low  Golt  Land.  10  ran. 
4.  at  [G  Richards)  Tots:  S3  00;  £1.40.  £2.40. 
CLBO.  Dual  F 53.40.  Tno  04.60.  CSF 
£22.02. 

XM  t*m  Ch).  i,  SPARKY  OAYLN,  S 

Stoay  (2-1  lt-4av);  9.  BaM  Oov-  (11-2);  3, 
Dej4»{8-1).  2-1  (t-favCaaUaroyai.  u 
ran.  12.  4.  (C  Pariiar)  Tatra  CStt*  DJO. 
0.40.  £4.sa  Dual  Fr  £13.00.  Trto  0140 

csj=- Eiass 

7*40  Ora  IlOyda  HtOa):  1,  LOCKNA- 
OMM,  P Nhren  (4-0  lav).  A Huao  |T-T»,  X 
**»■■*  (3-1)  6 ran.  Sh  IXL  14.  (Mra  U 
novel eyi  Tom  ClSO;  Cl  40l  C 40.  Dual  F. 
□SO.  CSF-  £5.93.  NR;  Uajortty  Major 
a.15  (2tn  4t  Cfafal.MOMUUE  PORTE,  J 
Ramon  112-1):  2,  BaNa  HBI  Lad  (14-1);  a, 
Bhssmnd  iprttv  (25-1).  10-11  Isv  Blue 
Charm.  7 ran.  10,  onL  | J Adam)  Tom  C10S0; 
£250.  E4.80.  Dual  F;  E78.1D.  Tnq;  Eb4^0. 
CSF:  £128  44.  Trteast  £3.689^0.  NR  Kll- 
tullo.  Random  Honau.  Raw  Oe  Vaise. 
MO  (Em  IlOyda  Hrflvfa  1,  TRAP  OAH- 
Cffl,  A Dofittn  (3-1);  S,  DoM  Alii  tain 
I— ana  lav):  x By  Btol  p [10-11.  1 1ran.  7. 
10.  IP  Montesm  Tom  E3J0:  £140.  £1.00. 
C2.4& DiialF:C3. 10. TrlaC1&  10  C3F.EB2I. 
NR;CraahMloo. 

^ACKMTkNat  toon.  E3.784 3S  carried  ovnr 
PLAcmonosi  so.  Quawortcszjo 

CHELTENHAM 

1.1B  tgn.  «4  IlOyto  Gfafa  1.  DANCDiO 
"ROK  Mr  J T Mdltouri  <4-1 1. 8.  Ceot- 
rae  (9-4  lav):  a.  Mm  BMd  ti6-n  6 ran. 


IX.  B fErlc  McNamural  Tom:  £4.00;  D 90, 
£1  60.  . Dual  F.  £500  CSF;  £12  77. 

1 J»  (2m  at  Hdlvp  1,  KUKnNC  LOfta,  M 
A Fitqerald  19-4);  a,  Smanwodal  (20-1): 
3,  Ltop  m Thv  Dew  (60-1).  B-1 1 low  Cour- 
nanl.  7 ran.  1X4  [N  Henderson)  Tola  £3,00; 
£1.70.  £180.  Duo)  F:  Cl 740.  CSF-  £33 A3. 
Ul  (Am  Ch>  v KOMVBCTA  KDtG.  J 
Osfeame  (10-1);  3,  Soudivmfilnn  (11-0 
taw):  a.  Lard  Owed  (6-4).  4 ran.  29L  4.  (O 
Shanwod)  Tom  Eiaso.  Dual  F:  £520.  CSF- 
£22  81 

3JOO  (2m  IlOyda  HtOe)i  1,  JUST  UT- 

TlACf  Swan(fl-)37av):AMwi  Up  Add 

I8-Jli  S.  Taraentrt  125-1).  4 ran.  7.  21  |A 
CBnanlTlEI^O  DP'  C2.0O.  CSF;  £3  58. 

3j$(3niich)ii,nonmuciCBi,u 
Rtohara  i3-D;  X Factor  Tm  (15-8).  Two 
nmsheo.  8-13  law  The  LastFimg  4 ran  Disj. 
1C  Wecaon)  Too:  C7  8o.  Dual  F.  £4.00.  CSF: 
£21.48. 

4^a{2ra  HHdh)>  1,  WORLD  EXPRESS, 

□ Sailor  15-21;  X Ramadan  110-1 1 tap);  s, 
Sfaicli  Rhol  (7-1l  4 ran.  7.  12.  (9  un- 
man Tote:  £3  70.  Dual  F.  CL  30  CSF-  ES.Q9. 
PLACEPOn  £8.420  JO  QUAOPOT;S^2l.QO 

UNOF1ELD 

1UI  C7»Jl  I,  AMUjO  RND,  Candy  Mcr- 
r»  <6-1  >:  X Beakiwo  (7-2  lav]:  3,  hrert 
DMd  116-1).  11  ran.  Mk.  4 (A  Mooral  Tom 
E6.6J-.EU0,  £1  60.  £3  60  Dual  F:  £3  00.  Trio: 
£83  30.  CSF.  CS.BS.  NR:  Slip  J*B. 

12-06  (Bill  9,  KALAR,  A Cuinvw  (13-in 
a.nrnnayllBpBl6-l);araiirmnwWmjti 
amrtk  r2-i  raw/  9 ran  2 SLID  Crupman) 
Tan  E14  nr.  £*.70.  Ezao.  n 10  Dual  F- 
£5030.  Trio  0420.  CSF:  C73A6.  TileaK 
£187.20.  NR.  Myalery  Ma-HiwSi 


4 JM(5t)i1 , CHNMCA37r,  R Lappl  n ( 1 1-1 K 
X Hariar  Star  (7-2  raw);  3,  Sharp  Pmrl 
116-1).  10  ran.  t*.  IX  (J  Eyre)  Tote:  no.70: 
£250.  £1  JO.  earn  Dual  F:  £31.10.  Trio; 
£13200.  CSF  C4S.4S  TricaatC577J5 
1^40  p’ffa  1,  tmtlKE,  S Sanders  (6-1):  X 
GTJMtoau  Pftad  (6-1);  3,  sagtdty  ORam- 
(9-4  tav).  8 ran.  3. 3 (R  Jowison  Hounmonl 
T«a  £14  TOt  £330.  £1.60.  £1.m  Dual  F. 
£39.00.  C6P.  £50.57. 

2.19(77):  1,  DUPLY  VALE,  S Wnllwonh 
(7-4  lav);  X Barom  VoBvy  (12-1);  3, 
Sharp  *a  Smart  P3-ZV  12  ran.  $h  hd,  5.  (G 
L Moore;  Tom  (zso:  £).».  »j o.  ruo. 
Dual  F;  C4S.40.  Trio:  £774X1.  CSF:  £28.1 1. 
2-50  (la)  1,  DOUBLE  ESPRSS50,  M 
Rooerts  (1i-8  lavl;  2,  HaHa  Hara(i4-1):a, 
Katoer  Kactoa  (4-1).  9 ran.  4,  X.  (M  John- 
alon)  Tote:  £2  JO;  £1  JO.  EL20,  Cl  JO.  Dual  F; 
C1750.  Trig:  B64.ia  C$F:  C19.88.  Tneatt 
£58  43. 

34*6  (1m  2f*  1.  PERSUAStOK,  D Ham- 
son  (9-4);  2,  (So  Too  Moor  (14-1);  3.  Km 
Covigiantou  (14- 1).  11-8  lav  Lavander 
Delia-  9 ran.  8,  S.  (lor 8 Huntingdon)  Tott: 
£3Jft  £1  JO.  W.OT.  WJO.  Dual  F:  EB6.60L 
Trio:  £166.10.  CSF:  £31.48. 
»3S(im4f>1,  NOOPPRDfTS,  JOulrm 
19-1  (Mar).  X Too (par  (?-?)-  a.  Ora- Mata 
Mao  (6-1).  3-1  f*-Tav  Staltod.  8 ran.  3,  IX. 
(Kra  A PgrrcD)  T:  £3  BO;  £1 .90.  Cl  JO.  £1  SO. 
OF:  HUM  CSF:  £13.36. Trieast- £5151 
PLACSPOT:£16  40.  QUADPOTl  ES.4a 

• SaOSandm  was  incaatad  irom  RoOuLa 
twom  tne  sun  ot  D»  Cutting  Edga  SeUIng 
Sara  m UngfieW.  the  gewing  then  ran 
Idoso  and  crashed  through  the  rails,  but 
Sandora  rpn  attorn  lm  and  get  Back  aboard 
to  win  rho  race. 


-_8  Stony 


TOP  PORN  m fllobe  Hirara- B,  Uto  Boratof  Briaf  7,  Raaad  • 

BaWtos:  9-t  OqBa  flumcr.  4-1  The  Booang  Brial.  5-1  toad.  8-1  Nartharn  ttoaa-  TH  RaBa.  Preclam 
an,  12-1  Uaptomn.  tl  i 


101 

102 

103 

104 
70S 
10* 
107 
106 
106 
110 
#f'f 
112 
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lives  with 
the  legends 


D*W  Davtet  In  MlyaxaU 


Lee  westwood.  un- 
fazed  by  the  presence 
of  legends,  jointly 
leads  the  Dnnlop 
Phoenix  event  in  Japan  after 
two  rounds.  The  23-year-old 
Englishman,  a legend  only  in 
Worksop,  has  spent  the  past 
two  days  in  the  company  of 
Masashl  “Jumbo”  Ozaki  and 
Tom  Watson,  superstars  the 
world  over,  but  has  manugp^ 
to  shrug  aside  the  pressures 
created  by  their  presence  »nd, 
with  rounds  of  67  and  68. 
stands  with  Ozaki  on  135, 
seven  under  par.  Watson  Is 
one  behind. 

Westwood,  who  won  the 
Visa  Taihelyo  event  last 
week,  is  attempting  a double 
completed  only  by  Ozaki  and 
Tommy  Nakajixna,  In  1994 
and  1985  respectively.  This 
week  could  add  £200,000  to  his 
bank  account  but,  more  im- 
portantly. it  could  establish 
him  as  an  International  pres- 
ence, if  not  yet  a legend,  and 
help  mightily  in  the  matter  of 
getting  an  invitation  to  Au- 
gusta for  the  US  Masters. 

He  had  a chance  yesterday 
to  lead  outright,  and  in  the 
most  spectacular  fashion.  The 
534-yara  18th  was  into  the 
breeze  and  unreachable  in 
two,  and  Westwood  flipped  a 
little  wedge  for  his  third  shot. 
It  pitched  past  the  hole,  began. 

to  spin  back  and,  gathering 
pace,  ran  right  over  the  hole 
before  finishing  eight  feet  be- 
low it  It  could  have  been  an 
eagle  but  finished  as  a par 
when  Westwood's  birdie  putt 
rested  on  the  edge  and 
refused  to  drop. 

At  one  stage  Westwood  had 
looked  like  establishing  a use- 
ful lead  when,  after  a run  of 
three  birdies  to  the  9th,  he  led 
the  field  by  three  at  eight 
under.  But  he  foiled  to  birdie 
the  driveable  par-four  at  the 
13th,  dropped  a shot  when  he 
went  through  the  green  at  the 
14th  and  the  momentum  was 
lost  “I  was  hanging  an  a bit 
towards  the  end  but  never  out 
of  control,”  he  said. 

But  if  Westwood’s  game 
had  become  less  than  compel- 
ling. it  Is  never  necessary  to 
be  bored  when  watching  golf 


Huntingdon 


in  Japan.  The  fashionable 
bomber  jackets  that  the  spec- 
tators wear  provide  fascinat- 
ing reading. 

The  prize  yesterday  went  to 
the  man  whose  jacket  told  ns 
that:  “It  was  a time  when 
words  were'  magic/ A sWIp 
word  imparted  Ufe/You  Just 
had  to  make  a wish/They  all 
came  true,  no  one  conld/Ex- 
plaln  k.  That’s  foe  way  it 
was.”  That  was,  indeed,  foe 
way  it  was. 

Watson,  for  the  second  day 
running,  was  impressed  wtfo 
Westwood.  A lot  of  people  ad- 
mire the  Englishman’s  put- 
ting stroke,  fnrfnrttwe  Ozaki, 
but  Watson  pointed  out  th*+ 
during  yesterday’s  round 
Westwood  had  also,  when 
required,  moved  the  ball  from 
right  to  left  and  from  left 
to  right  — "and  that’s 
impressive.'' 

What  was  less  impressive 
was  the  American’s  own  put- 
ting stroke.  It  is  one  fofag  to 
hole  from  medium  to  long  dis- 
tance, quite  another  from  foe 
kind  of  distance  where  you 
know  you  win  look  silty  if  you 
miss.  Watson  is  good  at  foe 
former,  still  hopeless  at  the 
latter,  and  he  had  no  sooner 
hit  a magnificent  stroke  at 
the  10th — a three-iron  struck 
through  a four-foot  gap  in  foe 
trees  80  yards  away — to  save 
par  than  he  was  missing  from 
two  feet  at  the  12th. 

“My  problem,”  he  said,  “is 
that  sometimes  I take  the  put- 
ter back  on  the  fasitto  and 
then  push  the  ball  badly,  and 
it  happened  again  at  foe 
12th."  Watson  is  such  a nice 
wwin  that  one  to  believe 
these  explanations  but  the 
simple  feet  is  that  the  yips  are 
the  yips  are  the  yips. 

Ozaki.  as  h*»Pi»«  a maxi  who 
has  won  six  tournaments  this 
year,  has  not  had  a bogey  in 
the  36  holes  so  for  and  this  is 
largely  due  to  a putter  that  he 
is  developing  himself.  He 
holed  a SO-footer  with  it  at  foe 
12th  for  a par  and  that  got 
him  going  to  the  sdprit  of 
three  birdies  in  the  next  four 
hales. 

The  putter  is  called  a WOSS 
— which  stands  for  World 
One  Sports  Scene.  And  that  is 
at  least  as  interesting  as  a 
bomber  jacket 


Athletics 


Christie’s  lift 
for  man  who 
would  be  king 


Duncan  Mackay 

on  Ian  Mackie, 
enjoying  a warm  hand 
from  the  old  master 


Dimcan  Mackay 


Step  class.. . Mackie  and  the  Welsh  hurdler  Paul  Gray,  also  bound  for  Australia,  in  training 
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The  oldest  swinger  in  town  at  98 


LEON  STUKEU,  the  old- 
est living  Olympic  dm- 
pian,  celebrated  his  98th 
birthday  in  IJubljana,  Slove- 
nia this  week,  72  years  after 
winning  his  first  gold  med- 
als at  foe  Paris  Games. 


Stnkety,  only  two  years 
younger  than  the  Olympic 
movement  itself  won  three 
golds,  one  sCver  and  three 
bronzes  as  a gymnast,  and 
stm  practises  on  a pair  of 
Improvised  rings  in  his  flat 


INFORD  CHRISTIE,  foe 
most  successful  British 
athlete  in  history.  ^35 
■earned  muffing  out  of 
his  sport.  Meanwhile  the 
young  pretender  to  his  crown, 
Ian  Mackie.  Is  unemployed 
and  broke.  It  is  an  obvious 
rich-man-poor-man  contrast. 
But  there  is  a twist 
This  morning  Mackie 
landed  at  Sydney  airport  at 
foe  beginning  of  an  all-ex- 
penses paid  five-week  stay, 
when  he  will  sample  the  good 
life.  Thousands  of  miles  away 
in  Australia,  he  will  be  a 
world  away  from  the  dark 
days  at  home  in  Dunfermline 
when  he  nearly  quit  athletics. 

As  Mackie  enjoys  the  de- 
lights of  warm-weather  train- 
ing. he  knows  he  is  there 
courtesy  of  the  man  whose 
farewell  appearance  he 
ruined  three  months  ago. 

Christie  finally  hung  up  bia 
spikes  after  the  McDonald’s 
meeting  at  Sheffield  In 
August  when  he  was  beaten 
by  Big  Mac.  the  first  time  foe 
Olympic  gold  medallist  had 
lost  to  a Briton  over  100 
metres  for  a decade.  But 
Christie  obviously  does  not 
bear  grudges  because  he  and 
his  business  partner  Colin 
Jackson  have  invited  the  pen- 
niless Mackie  to  join  them 
and  the  Olympic  silver  medal- 
lists Frankie  Fredericks  and 
Merlene  Ottey  in  a sprinting 
masterclass. 

Mackie  flew  out  on  foe  day 
the  National  Lottery  an- 
nounced its  new  funding  for 
elite  sportsmen  and  women, 
happy  in  the  knowledge  that 
he  is  already  enjoying  his 
own  private  subsidy.  “It’s 
wonderful  that  Linford  and 
Colin  are  financing  foe  trip,” 
Mackie  said.  “Tm  going  to  be 
there  with  the  world’s  fastest 
men.  I want  to  learn  every- 
thing 1 can  off  them,  absorb 
every,  little  tip  1 can.” 

At  21  this  rangy,  amiable 
six-footer  from  the  Pltreavie 
club  has  achieved  for  more 
than  the  late-developing 
Christie  bad  at  foe  aama  age. 
In  1994  Mackie  won  a bronze 
in  the  world  junior  200m,  plus 
a gold  in  the  sprint  relay.  Pro- 
gress last  year  was  disrupted 
by  Injury  but  1996  saw  him  in 
the  Olympic  semi-final. 


reducing  his  personal  best  to 
a world-class  io.l7sec,  and 
then  beating  Christie. 

“Beating  Linford  was  a big 
stepping  stone  In  my  career,” 
Mackie  said.  “It  was  a marker 
for  next  year.  But  Linford  has 
told  me  that  1 need  to  remain 

level-headed  about  things, 
keep  it  in  perspective  and 
continue  to  work  hard.” 

Promising  young  athletes 
do  not  always  iblfil  their 
promise,  of  course.  So  what 

makes  Christie  and  Jackson 
so  excited  about  Mackie ’5 
prospects?  ’1  saw  similarities 
in  his  approach  as  a 21-year- 
old  to  my  approach  at  foe 
same  age,”  Jackson  said.  ‘It 
was  just  the  importance  of 
track  In  foe  life  of  somebody 
so  young.  He  wanted  to  do 
well,  he  trained  hard.  I 
thought,  This  guy  can  make 
it”’ 

Success  may  have  helped 
turn  Christie  into  a mill  inn, 
aire.  But  he  still  recalls  the 
days  he  had  to  borrow  a pair 
of  spikes  from  the  old  gym 
box  and  used  to  travel  home 
on  the  Tube  freezing  cold 
after  winter-training  ses- 
sions. “It  was  these  bad  times 
which  made  me  so  deter- 
mined to  succeed  and  that’s 
why  I made  it,”  Christie  said. 

It  is  because  Christie  sees 
Mackie  struggling  in  the 
same  way  that  he  is  prepared 
to  open  his  wallet,  and  not 
only  for  the  young  Scot. 
Mackie  is  one  of  a handful  of 
youngsters  — including  Ja- 
mie Baulch,  the  4x400m  Olym- 
pic medallist — who  are  being 
assisted  by  Christie  and 
Jackson. 

Without  cash  help  Mackie 
might  have  quit  For  five 
years  since  packing  up  his  job 
as  an  apprentice  roof  tiler 
Mackie  has  had  to  rely  on  the 
support  of  his  parents  and  the 
dole. 

Next  summer  should  see 
even  more  doors  being  barged 
open  by  Mackie's  broad 
shoulders.  Reaching  the  final 
of  foe  world  championships 
in  Athens  is  a realistic  ambi- 
tion, as  is  establishing  him- 
self as  the  Continent's  No.  1 
in  time  for  foe  1998  European 
championships,  in  succession 
to  the  holder  since  1986,  Lin- 
ford Christie. 

But,  while  Mackie  is  in 
Australia  working  towards 
these  goals.  It  is  the  memory 
of  rain-lashed,  freezing  cold 
training  sessions  in  Scotland 
which  are  more  likely  to  sus- 
tain his  determination.  I’ve 
come  a long  way  since  last 
year.”  Mackie  said.  “If  you 
would  have  told  me  then  I 
would  be  in  this  position  now 
I would  have  laughed  at  you.” 


Weekend  fixtures 


{XO  unless  Sated) 
(a-t  = all-Uckat} 


FA  CUP  — First  RcnomI 

Ashford  Tn  v Dag  & Rad 

Blackpool  v Wigan . 


Boraham  Wd  v Rushdan  A D'monds. 
Boston  Utd  v Morecambe 
Brantford  v Bournemouth 
Bristol  Rvr*  v Exeter  (a-t) 

Bromley  v Enfield 

Burnley  w Lincoln 


Cambridge  Utd  v Welling. 
Canflfl  v Hendon . 


Carlisle  v Shepahcd  Dynamo . 

Chester  v Stalyb ridge 

Chesterfield  v Bury 

Colchester  v Wycombe. 


Colwyn  Bay  v Wrexham . 
Crewe  v Kidderminster  (a-t)  ■ 

Famborough  v Barnet 

Gillingham  v Hereford 

Karflepool  v Yorit 

Hednesford  v Southport 

Layton  Orient  v Merthyr 

Macclesfield  v Rochdale 

Mansfield  v Consett 

Northwtehv  Walsall. 


Peterborough  v Cheltenham . 

Plymouth  v Fulham 

Preston  v Altrincham . 


Runcorn  v Darlington  (a-t)  — 

Scunthorpe  v Rotherham 

Shrewsbury  v Scarborough . 
Stevenage  v Hayes . 


Stockport  v Doncaster 

Sudbury  Tn  v Brighton  (20.  a-t)  - 

Swansea  v Bristol  C 

Torquay  v Luton 

Wisbech  v SI  Albans 

Newcastle  Tn  v Notts  Co  (20) 

Northampton  v Watford  (1.0,  a-t). 
Whitby  Tn  v Hull  (120.  a-t) 


FA  CARUNO  PREMIERSHIP 

Aston  Villa  v Leicester 

Blackburn  v Chelsea - 

Everton  v Southampton 

Leeds  v Liverpool 

Man  Utd  v Arsenal 


Newcastle  v West  Ham 

Tottenham  v Sunderland . 
Wimbledon  v Coventry 


Derby  v Middlesbrough  (4D) 

OR  VAUXHAU.  COM 
head  vffiougn. 

ABreton  To  v GutsMay,  Bumper  Brtfgt  v 
Gainsborough;  B Auckland  * Leek  Tru 
Btyth  Spartan*  v Buxton;  Chorley  v Span- 
nymoar;  Einley  v Barrow;  Knows! ay  v wit- 
ton  Alb;  Marine  v Lancaster:  WinWord  lAd 
v A .Stanley.  Hrate  Bramofd  PA  v Ashton 
Utd;  Curzon  Ashton  v Workington:  Droyta- 
den  * Atherton  LR;  EaetMDod  Tn  v Netftor- 
flefcfc  Gretna  * Warrington  Tic  Harrogate 
Tn  v raxton;  Leigh  v Ltncotn  uw  uanoek 
Tn  v Faraw  Cefoe  RadcHTe  Bar  v Cong- 
lekai  Tic  WMOey  Bay  v Wbcmop  Tn. 

6 IWW8  Pramlsr  OMalw  Aytea- 
twy  v iiayhriaga;  c*r*ft*H6n  v Oxford  O 
Harrow  Bor  « Yeodtog:  HRchln  v DufwfcJt; 
lOngasmian  * Bianop's  Stanford.  Stain*  » 
PurflaeC  Yeovil  v Button  Utd.  flmt;  Bas- 
IfHJBtoke  Tn  v HaraXon:  Bockharated  Tn  v 
Cheaham  UW  Camay  Ml  v Layton  Ptn- 
nanfc  Croydon  v Walton  & Hers  nine  Maid- 
enhead Utd  v Barton  Rots:  Harlow  * Ab- 
ingdon Tn;  Moiesey  v Whyielesfo:  Thame 
Utd  v Uxbridge;  Tooting  & Mn*am  Utd  v 
Binerieay  TA  Wokingham  Tit  v Bognor  R». 
is  Tic  worthing  v Aldershot  Tn.  aeenw* 
lansnad  Atfi  v Hemal  Hempstead;  Bark- 
ing v Horsham;  Bedford  Tn  * Edgwara  Tic 
Bradmafi  Tn  v Eg  ham  Tm  Charier*  Si 
Peter  * CheahuntTcoIttar  An*  & Romford 
v Thbixy;  Dorking  v wnham  Tn;  Mat  Poifoe 
v ware;  wenetay  v Latghton  Tic  Windsor 
& Bon  v Hungertari  Tic  Wlvanhoe  Tn  v 
LaathartMad.  TMr*  Artrtoy  v Wtagata  & 
Rnctdty;  Camberiey  Tn  v Epsom  & Ewe& 
E Thurrote  Utd  v Hornchurch:  Fterkwall 
Hth  v Kingsbury  Tn:  Hariow  Tn  v Clapton; 
Nortnwood  Baa  v Bramree  Tic  Trtng  Tn  v 
tnas  toeafostone  v Souths!. 


NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE 
nwt  DMsIoci 

Bolton  v C Palace 

Bradford  C v Ipswich 

Grimsby  v Stoke. 


Norwich  v Reading 

Oxford  Utd  v Huddersfield . 

Port  Vale  v Shetf  Utd 

Portsmouth  v Man  C 

OPR  w Chariton 


Southend  v West  Brom . 
Swindon  v Barnsley 


Wolves  v Birmingham  (2.10). 


Moo*  Atharatone  « Bektock  Tm  Burton  v 
Sttangboume;  Cambridge  C v Crawler  Tni 
Chelmsford  v Dora 
Haieeowem  lOnge  Lynn  v Newport  AFC: 
Salisbury  v Gtouneeter  C. 

Wool  Dudley  Th  v ReddHch  Utd;  Evesham 
Utd  v RottiweS  Tm  Grantham  Tn  v Bed- 
vmrth  Utd;  Hlnckfey  Tn  v Solihull 
Moor  Grn  v Paget  Rngre:  RC  Wsiwtok  v V8 
Rugby;  Stourbridge  v Ilkeston  Tm  Sutton 
ColdSeM  Tn  v Raumte  Tm  Tamworm 
Bfiston  Tn.  gmdheni  PMstnar  Oartford  v 
Forest  Gnr,  Ftahar  Ath  London  v Witney 
Tn:  Havant  Th  v Faraham  Tm  Margate  v 
Becking  ham  Tm  Newport  t-O-W  v Ctnder- 
tord  Tm  Tonbridge  Angels  v Flea  Tm 
Tiwebridge  Tn  v at  Leans**;  Wetariaw- 
MUe  v Cbenceeter  Tm  weeton-S-Mani  v 
Exltti  2 Belvedere;  Weymouth  v Ctevedon 
Tm  Yaw  Th  v B*s«ey 
IMP  COUKTW  LB 
Woa  Atherton  Cot  v Glaeaop  hE;  Black- 
pool Rvrs  v Penrith;  Bootle  v a Hals  ns  Th; 
Cflflieroe  v Maine  Ret  Ktoegrova  Adi  v 
Darwem  Monley  v Roaeandale  Utd; 
Namwich  Tn  v Chaddorton;  Preecof  Cabtaa 
v VaisthaH  GM;  Salford  C v Hoikar  C*d 
Traftaid  v BurecougtL 

mmmmrr  hoirww 

BUHngham  Syn 
V BedBngton  Tan  Chaster  Le  Street  v RTM 
nuiiceede.  Durtoton  Fed  * Stockton;  Dur- 
ham C v Crook  Tn;  Eeslngton  v Morpeth 
Tm  Murton  v snikton;  S Shields  v Whfcfc- 
ham;  Tow  Law  Tn  v 8aaham  RB:  W 
Auckland  v Gull  borough  Tn. 


Rngra-M  _ 

flow  Utd  v Geriorth  TK  Belper  Tn 

Oimlmngtnnn  Wet  BUdworth  Wei  v Hat- 

field Main;  Brtgg  Tn  v Uvereedge;  Brade- 
awtJi  MW  v Ossett  Tie  Densfiy  Utd  v 

Han  am;  Glapwell  v Pickering  Tm  HaH  Rd 

Rngr*  v 80by  Tm  Hicfoiall  Tn  v ArnoM  Tn; 

Louth  Ud  v EcctashQl  Uid;  PoMatnct  Col  v 

M alter  MW;  RMalngion  Main  v 

Boerewssh  Vks  ShameW  v ArmBiorpe 

Wah  ThacWoy  v N Farriby  Utd;  wore- 

brough  Bridge  v Harrogate  HA;  Ybritohlro 

Am  v Ossett  AS. 

mstfix  mBr  isasub  — -i 

Utamt  BWetord  Tn  v Westoury  Utd; 
Bridpert  v Barnstaple  Tm  BrtsUngton  v 
Torrinotom  Bristol  MF  v Bridgwater  Tm 
Chard  Tn  v Caine  Tic  Chippenham  Tn  v 
Paulton  Rvre;  Odd  Down  Ath  V Elmore; 
Taunton  Tn  v Mongetsfiald  IM;  Tiverton 
To  v Bacfcwil  Utd. 

i coubitws  laaaua  (nj  unless 
stated);  Pint  nMriota  CharRon  Ath  v 
Gillingham:  Fulham  v Ctialsea:  Ipswich  v 
Arsenal;  Miheall  v Norwich  C;  Portomouth 
v L Orient  OPR  v Southend  Utd  (10.46); 
Tottenham  v West  Ham;  Watford  v Cam- 
bridge Utd.  Second  Dhtaon  Bamet  v 
Toeanham;  Bournemouth  v Luton  Tn; 
Brantford  * Colchester  Uut  Brighton  v 
Soahamptom  Bristol  C v Raadng:  c Bal- 
aea  v Brtotol  Rvra;  VAmWodon  v terindon; 
Wycombe  v Oxford  UHL 
RBK  UAOUte  PM*  6H*a  Arts 
(Uantanm;  Cnaadere  v Portadowm 
gtanawn  v CWtonvttw  (Zfih  Untleto  v 
Coleraine,  FVM  PfcMaga  Ballymena  v 
Banydam  Carrie*  v Bangor  Lama  v 
Omagh  Tn. 

FBI  NAHOMAL  LEAOIfX:  Prwmlar  Me 

ai  Deny  C v Bray  WrxW  (T SDH  Home 

Farm  Everfon  v 8t  Patricks  Ath  (7J0); 

sngo  Pvra  v Finn  Harpa  (730).  Tnmnrraw 

Shamock  Rvre  v Cor*  c (3.15). 

E94DLY:  Grays  AOi  v Arsenal  XL 

Toitoomnv 

FA  WON  BN’S  PKIHin  LHAOUK 

lauat  navwinni  Doncaster  Belles  v 

Southampton  Salnto  (20);  tteeten  Tn 

Ladies  v Ban  I aiflaa  [20):  Liverpool 

PC  Latees  v Trenmere  Row  Ladies  (iJLOt 

MtHwall  Uonesaae  v Arsenal  Ladlea  (23): 

WMnbiey  Lades  v Croydon  LeOes  (ZJJ). 


BELL'S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE 
Premier  DhriskMi 

Aberdeen  v Dundee  Utd 

Hearts  v Hibernian 

Kilmarnock  v Motherwell 

Ratth  v Dunfermline 

SCOTTISH  LEAGUE 
First  Division 

Airdrie  » Falkirk 

Clydebank  v Particle. 


Dundee  v St  Johnstone . 
St  Mirren  v Gr  Morton  _ 

Stirling  v East  Fife 

Seoond  Division 

Berwick  v Livingston 

Brechin  v Clyde. 


Queen  of  Sth  v Hamilton 

Stenhousemulr  v Dumbarton. 
Stranraer  v Ayr 


Third  Division 

Albion  v Queen's  PK 

Cowdenbeath  v Arbroath. 
East  Stirling  v Alloa  


Forfar  v Montrose. 
Inverness  CT  v Roes  Co. 


Rugby  Union 

TOUR  MATCtti  Oxford  Unlv  v South  Alrtca 
A:  tester  v Australia  (232  RavenhUl). 
Hrnnoai  oih  naumi  fc*  carum 
v Bate  (230):  Dax  v Toulouse  (330); 
Leicester  v Harlequins.  Toaoorrowt  Brtve 
v Uanoiii  (IAS). 

BUROFEAM  I 1lUmiBm*Bi 

rinatai  Agan  v Bogles  (630):  Bourpoln  v 

CtermonMNMTaoa  pte);  Castreo  v Toulon 
(63th:  Northampton  v Narbome. 

couwfta  cum  cMAMPumsattPi 

r upu  Onec  London  Irish  v Wasps  (2.15); 

Orrefl  v Gtaucaswr  (230).  Two*  Bedford  v 

Coventry;  Blackhaain  v Wakaffokt  London 

Bcotdah  v Newcastle:  NDUngftam  v Rich- 

mond; Rotherham  v Moseley  (2 IS);  Rugby 
v Waterloo-  n*M*  emon  v Harrogate: 

Fylde  v Exeter  izaof.  Havant  v Wharfodoio 

Liverpool  8t  Helene  v Rocofyn  Park 
Money  v Leeds;  ottey  v Reading 

Redruth  v London  Welsh  (230); 

II  V Lydnay  (230).  la— ee  Poaei 

North:  Aspen  la  v Stokeen-Trant  (230): 

Manchester  (230):  UchlleW  v 

StourtMidge  pjm  Preston  Graaanoppare 

v BlrmtaghanVEaimua  (215):  Sendai  v 

Kendal  (213);  ShaflWd  v Nuns—n  (230); 

Winning  ton  Park  v Worcester  (230). 
SooBn  Cerabertey  v Aakeans  (230);  CtMt- 
tenham  v High  Wycombe  (230);  Henley  v 
Baridng  (230);  Met  Police  v Charlton  Parte 

North  WWenani  v NetrtMvy  (230k  Tabard  v 

Plymouth  (ZSQ);  weeteivB-Maro  v Berry 

HN. 

WELSH  NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (23D): 

CaarphlDy  v Bridgond; 

Newport  v Neath;  Pontypridd  v Ebbw  Vale; 

Swansea  v Newbridge.  Sweood  DMelena 

Aboravon  v Abartmary:  Atmreynon  v Usn- 

Oovtey.  Blackwood  v Banyrnmn-,  MaestSB 

V Ponypool;  So*xh  Wales  Peace  v UW1C 

(CbrSH  Inst);  YBtrKStynlaia  v Cress  ' 

SMI  TENNBfTS  CNJUIFIOIfSnP  . 

term  i«*r  Leeanar  PM  IWrirtum  Hawri 


v BoreuBhmwr;  Horitea  PP  v Currie;  Wr- 

ung county  v Melroee:  wanomens  v Jod- 
ForeeL  «ww*  DlvIWkww  Bfogar  v QHIC; 

Dundee  HSFF  v Kewx  Gfosgow  Aca*  v 

EdlMforgh  Acada.  Waat  of  Scotland  v Gals. 

Third  PMelen.  Gtaagow  Southwn  v Wl- 

msmock:  KUkcaldy  v Peebles;  Praeton 

Lodge  V Stewarts  Mef  FP;  Selkirk  v 

MiieaalhnrBh.  Pearth  n—m  Ayr  v Mll- 

ItoadMordaniiiH;  Corettrphlna  v Langh- 

olm; Gcrdortone  v Haddngton:  Brango- 
mouth  v GBemOMi. 

Tomorrow 

IM1  nrmNATtcmalr  Iretand  V NZ 
Newt  (23a  Thomond  Pk.  Umerick). 
TOUR  MATCH  Lynagh's  XV  v Ouaans- 
land  (9—). 

Rugby  Lsago* 

NATIONAL  COHERENCE  LEAGUE 

{230k  rmwtai  Dudley  Mil  v Lefon  urn- 

era:  Henertt  v Baddfowonn;  Lack  Lane  v 

Bflveriey:  Oldham  St  Annas  v MaySold. 
M PMafow  Barrow  foisM  v Mdd- 

grean:  Buckbreok  v umom:  Laign  East  v 

Eaatmma:  Oubon  v East  Lae*.  Yaneeri 

MeWoBt  Dewsbury  Moor  v Ecolas; 

Feather  alone  Amateur  v SUriauglg  HuU 

DOCksre  v RadMIl  (330);  UHfetd  v York 

ACurrc  New  Ewswick  v Shaw  creaa:  Nor- 

metaon  v Ovenden. 


NATIONAL  TNOPHYl  OuNWr  flnelei 
Oxford  v Ware  (63);  Plymoute  v Gulldtora 
(730);  Westminster  v Canflff  (S3). 
BWWam  LBAOUM  Manchaner  v 
Newcastle  (730).  Tomorrow;  Hamel  & 
WsDord  v Birmlnghem  (130). 

NATIONAL  UUOWl  Me*  Rnt  Nv- 
lelem  Liverpool  v Brixton  (330);  Solanl  v 
Stockton  (B.D).  lanowd  Dfofolani  Soilhufl  v 
Oertty  (B.0).  Toeaeerom  Bwfoden  v Cheea- 
Inglon  (4J3). 

WOMEN'S  SAINSBUmrS  CLASSIC 
COLA  NATIONAL  CUPi  aerie  ftaili 

Ipavrich  v Btnnlngnam  (730);  Northampton 
v Rhone  da  (83):  Thames  Valley  v Crystal 
Palace  (6.49).  Tenonoin  NoBIngham  v 
Sheffield  (20). 

Ice  Hockey 


UP  (HameefidMU.  Rn); 

. nl  M Bforhamar  HT  v 

Potymlr  Novopolotsk:  Sheffield  v HPK  Ha- 
meenllnna  ffijoj.  Twwnuw  Potyndr  No- 
vopolotsk v SheffteW  |2J0);  HPK  Hantaan- 
Unna  v Storharasr  HT  (6.0). 
SUPERLEAOUflk  Basingstoke  v Ayr 
(630);  Braeknell  v Cardiff  (S3]:  Notting- 
ham v MancnsGter  (7.D).  Toenmnn  Car- 
die v Nottingham  (ao);  Manchester  v Ayr 
(S3);  Newcastle  v BeUngstoke  (630). 
PHBMMB  LEA4Kia>  Kingston  v Gulkflord 
(6-0):  SoffiKdl  v Medway  (530);  Swindon  v 
Peterborough  (530):  T effort!  v Slough 
(730).  Tomorrow;  (Qflgeton  v Soahull 
ISAS):  Madway  v Peiortxvough  (5.15): 
Swindon  v TeBoid  (63). 

MOmMriHN  PWOUBR  UUOUB  Dum- 
fries v Paisley  (730);  Fits  v Blackburn 
(73).  Toaaonrovn.  Murrayflald  v Dumfries 
(ILaiijk  Patel  ay  v Blackburn  (030);  WhWey  v 

Hockey 

SCOTTISH  LSAUUNi  Edln  Untv  v Gortfon- 
lana;  Grange  v watsonlans:  Kalburne  v 
T offers*:  MeffifosMl  v Western;  UU  v 
htvarMlh. 

WE*  Eawb  Cheknetofd 
v Sudbury;  Colchester  v Dereham:  foswlch 
v Csmbs  City;  Peterborough  T v B Start- 
ford;  Redtxidge  v Camba  univ. 

Bieaaamftoid  v Bloxwlch;  Cov- 
entry v Khatea;  Hampton  v L Students; 
Haifeoma  v N Notts;  Oiton  v Noffingham. 
Wertta  Ban  BfeyOdtogv  Cheater.  Famteyv 
Rmparlay;  Harrogate  v HamgarfriA’  Nae- 
NoriDn:  SprmgaeMa  v Bankers; 
Swalwall  v Southport. 

Anchor  tens  v Woking:  Backanlwn 
v T Wells:  Parsham  v Wimbledon;  Gore  Crt 
v Hgh  Wycombe;  Hampstead  v Ashford; 
Maidenhead  v O WtiHgiMane:  O Kings  v 
Chtaheahir  Richmond  v RsmgarhM;  Spen- 
cer v Wokingham;  winchester  v 

Bournemouth. 

Bath  Suoca  v WMtchureh;  Bristol 
Uitiv  Y RoblMow  Uan  & Uan  v SworaDC 
Plymouth  V TVeKc  WSM  v ctouadon. 
WBJH  WOMEN’S  LIMin  Havortord- 
waat  v Cofwyn  Bay:  Penarfh  v Newtown; 
SweneeavCardm  mi;  UVWCv  Pontypridd. 
Toneotrowi  CanM  Ash  v UWC:  Haver- 
tardweat  v Newtown;  Panarth  v Colwyn 
Bay;  Pontypridd  v Swansea. 

cum  Blueharts  v Hendon: 
Eating  v Canterbury  (l.ifi);  Camba  Unhr  v 
Camba  City;  0M  i-oughtoniain  v foawtoh  ll: 
Sherwood  v Hompton  (123);  WoMng  v 
TaOdlngion;  Southgate  v Wimble  dan 
(1213). 

Toumhiumt 


NATIONAL  LMAGUM  I 

Bnrtord  T v Hounslow  fl.QL  Guildford  v 
Southgate  f!2fl):  Old  Loucnontans  v Can- 
nock P3D.  CfUgwaH);  Reeding  * Era 
Qrinetead  (20,  Banning);  Surbiton  v Can- 
terbury (230);  Teddlngnn  v HavaM  (123). 
Ffoat  PMrtmn  B aoaton.  v St  Albans  (23); 
Btiiobarto  v Stourport  (20);  BoumvDM  v 
Troians  fcatfc  Bromley  v Warrington  im. 
BnxMAiuta  v Hsrieaton  (20);  City  at  Pora- 
moutlt  v OtoB  City  (130);  Croatyx  * Fire- 
brands (13):  Doneeatar  v Edgutfofl  (23); 
Hull  v Oxford  Hawks  (23b  tees  v Snoffiafo 
(1230);  Lewes  v Oxford  Untv  (130). 

mmTATtlMS:  Eng- 
land XI  v Sutton  CL  (232  Ltilashelt): 
England  U-Zi  » v Ealing;  England  U-21  M 
(txxh  230,  Bteharey. 
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Soccer 


Lee  vows 
to  ride  out 
the  storm 


Nell  Robinson 


FRANCIS  LEE  yester- 
day reacted  to  the  lat- 
est round  of  supporter 
unrest  at  Maine  Road 
by  insisting  that  he  wtll  stay 
on  as  Manchester  City  chair- 
man. Lee  also  said  that  the 
dub  had  no  plans  to  sell 
Georgi  Kinkladze  despite 
reports  that  the  Georgian  is 
unsettled. 

Lee.  n’ho  has  overseen  four 
managers  this  season,  was 
barracked  after  City’s  3-2 
home  defeat  by  Oxford  on 
Wednesday  when  hundreds  of 
fans  besieged  the  front  en- 
trance to  call  for  his  removal. 

"When  you  hear  the  things 
that  were  said  It  hurts.”  he 
said  yesterday.  “But  l have 
made  a large  investment  in 
this  club  and  I will  not  be 
walking  away. 

“This  club  can  now  gener- 
ate its  own  income  and  is  an 
attractive  proposition  for 
anybody  who  Is  a serious  in- 
vestor. I have  come  so  far  and 
1 think  l have  done  so  much 
even  if  it  doesn't  seem  to  be 
apparent  at  the  moment 
"If  I walk  away  from  it  now. 

1 would  be  admitting  defeat 
and  missing  out  on  what 
could  be  a much  better  period 
and  brighter  future  for  the 
club." 

Today  City  travel  to  Ports- 
mouth hovering  above  the  rel- 
egation zone.  Kinkladze  will 
play,  and  Lee  believes  he  will 
stay  at  least  until  the  end  of 
the  season.  “If  we  were  to  stay 
In  the  First  Division  next 
year,  then  we  would  have  to 


look  at  the  situation."  added 
Lee.  who  has  Kinkladze  tied 
to  a contract  until  1999  and 
has  denied  that  Hie  deal  has 
an  escape  clause. 

“Gio  is  very  happy  at  Man- 
chester City  and  1 think  he  is 
very  loyal  to  the  dub  in  stay- 
ing here.  But.  so  far  as  his 
career  Is  concerned,  if  we 
were  unable  to  reclaim  Pre- 
miership status  for  next  year 
we  would  have  to  think  again 
in  the  boy’s  best  interests.” 

Southampton's  manager 
Graeme  Souness  has  put  13 
players  on  the  transfer  list  in 
a bid  to  recoup  some  of  the 
£4.5  million  he  has  spent  at- 
tempting to  revive  the  club’s 
fortunes.  Gordon  Watson, 
until  last  month  the  club's  re- 
cord signing  at  £1.2  million, 
heads  the  list 

The  Dutch  defender  Ken 
Mbnkou,  a £750,000  signing 
from  Chelsea,  is  also  avail- 
able along  with  Neil  Heaney, 
Nell  Maddison  and  Francis 
Beoali.  Souness  said:  "We 
have  brought  in  eight  new 
players  this  season  and  there 
will  be  more  to  come  in  the 
future. 

“It’s  a case  of  trimming  the 
wage  bill  and  recouping  some 
of  the  cash  we  have  spent.  We 
will  allow  these  players  to 
leave  if  the  right  oilier  comes 
along." 

Israel's  premier  striker 
Ronan  Harazi  is  set  to  join 
Sunderland  for  £400.000  from 
Beiter  Jerusalem.  The  26- 
year  old,  who  has  scored  18 
goals  in  36  internationals, 
will  undergo  a medical  on 
Monday  with  a view  to  a two- 
year  deal. 


The  --- Saturday  November  lHjigjS 


Scottish  round-up 


Farry  faces 
Fifa  charges 


Patrick  Glenn 


JIM  FARRY.  the  chief  ex- 
ecutive of  the  Scottish 
FA,  has  been  reported  by 
the  Fifa  executive  to  the 
world  body's  disciplinary 
committee  over  alleged 
remarks  he  made  concerning 
Lennart  Johansson,  the  presi- 
dent of  Uefa. 

Johansson  is  said  to  have 
been  upset  by  newspaper 
reports  implying  he  had  be- 
haved improperly  when 
chairing  last  week's  Fifa  orga- 
nising committee  meeting  — 
at  which  Scotland  were  or- 
dered to  re-arrange  the  Esto- 
nia game  they  thought  bad 
been  decreed  a 3-4)  win  and 
which  forced  the  captain 
Gary  McAllister  to  miss  the 
match  3gainst  Sweden  last 
Sunday. 

Johansson,  a Swede,  said  he 
had  received  hale  mad  from 
Scottish  fans  and  that  it  had 
upset  his  family.  The  SFA 
yesterday  received  a fax  from 
Fifa  informing  them  that 
Farry  would  have  to  answer 
charges. 

ll  was  addressed  to  the  SFA 
president  Bill  Dickie,  who  In 
lum  asked  Fifa  to  specify  the 
charges.  "They  haven't  said 
what  1 am  supposed  to  have 
done."  said  Farry.  "We  are 
sucking  clarification.  The 
next  slop  is  that  they  will 
either  say  I am  being  charged 
with  the  following  or  that 
they  cannot  find  anything 
witli  which  to  charge  me.” 


During  his  media  briefing 
after  the  Estonia  and  McAllis- 
ter decisions  Farry  did  not 
mention  Johansson  by  name 
although  he  was  asked  what 
he  thought  of  the  part  played 
by  the  president,  who  is  on 
the  Swedish  FA  board. 

Tommy  Burns,  the  Celtic 
manager,  appears  at  the  Janu- 
ary meeting  of  the  SFA’s  dis- 
ciplinary committee  to  com- 
ment on  his  banishment  to 
the  stand  during  Thursday’s 
defeat  by  Rangers.  He  Is 
likely  to  be  banned  from  the 
dug-out 

The  referee  acted  after  the 
Celtic  manager  harangued  a 
linesman.  In  October  Burns, 
who  yesterday  confirmed  that 
he  will  fine  himself  for  "let- 
ting down  the  fans  and  the 
club”,  was  fined  £3.000  by  the 
authorities  for  clashing  with 
a match  official  last  season. 

Celtic's  1-0  defeat  was  the 
Ibrox  side's  second  straight 
win  against  them  this  season 
and  took  Rangers  back  to  the 
top  of  the  Premier  Division. 

Burns  yesterday  insisted 
that  he  will  not  change  the 
club's  aggressive  but  enter- 
taining style  of  play  but  ad- 
mitted he  Is  aware  of  the  need 
to  strengthen  a midfield 
which  has  been  without  the 
injured  Paul  McStay  and  Phil 
O’Donnell  all  season. 

Hearts  face  Hibernian  at 
Tynecastle  this  afternoon 
when  the  Hibs  defence  will  be 
strengthened  by  Rab  Shan- 
non. signed  from.  Dundee 
United  for  £100.000. 
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Balletic  battler  - . .Vieira  manages  to  look  elegant  even  while  fighting  for  the  ball  during  Arsenal's  midweek  Coca-Cup  replay  against  Stoke  City 

Vieira  gives  Wenger  reason  to  smile 


Paul  Weaver  on  the  French  midfielder  helping  Highbury  forget 
its  sleepy  Saturday  afternoons  of  long  balls  and  flat  batteries 


ARSENE  WENGER'S 
face,  lean  and  lined 
behind  stern  glasses, 
appeared  besieged  by 
newspaper  speculation  at  Ar- 
senal’s sun-dappled  training 
headquarters  at  London  Col- 
ney  yesterday. 

So  the  approach  of  a repor- 
ter armed  with  Sony,  pen  and 
Big  Value  Jotter  brought  the 
manager's  thoughtful  stroll  to 
an  abrupt  halt  as  his  face 
hardened  even  more.  When  it 
was  explained  that  the  subject 
would  be  Patrick  Vieira,  his 
features  softened  and  be 
dredged  up  a watery  smile. 

Wenger  is  better  on  Vieira 
than  Vieira  is  on  himself, 
partly  because  the  player’s 
English  is  so  limited  that  his 
nickname  at  Highbury  is 
What?  But  it  is  also  because 
there  is  a self-consciousness 
about  the  youngster  that  sug- 
gests he  finds  true  articulacy 
only  in  his  wonderfully  styl- 
ish game,  which  is  rich  with 
pace  and  vision,  passing  and 
reading. 

"I  think  there  are  a number 
of  areas  he  could  improve  in,” 
says  Wenger,  adopting  a 
schoolmasterly  tone.  “He 
could  be  stronger  in  the  air. 
His  finishing  could  also  be 
better  and  so  could  his  long 
passing.  But  then  I remember 


that  he  is  only  20  and  1 think 
what  a really  great  player  he 
could  become. 

“He  reads  the  game  so  well, 
he  accelerates  very  impres- 
sively and  he  is  a great 
fighter  and  a good  passer  of 
the  ball. 

“It  is  difficult  to  find  a mid- 
fielder who  is  good  defen- 
sively, good  at  moving  the 
game  forward  and  who  has  a 
good  appreciation  of  the  ball 
But  Patrick  has  all  these 
things.  And  he  looks  tall  and 
strong-running  with  the  balL 
He  already  has  the  Arsenal 
spirit,  which  is  something  to 
consider  whenever  1 look  at  a 
player." 

Highbury  has  become  the 
butt  of  many  stand-ups’  ridi- 
cule. The  old  certainties  are 
crumbling.  This,  remember, 
used  to  be  the  place  where 
one  could  catch  up  on  one’s 
sleep;  it  was  the  ground  of 
long  balls  and  long  Saturday 
afternoons  where  one  would 
have  a belly  of  welly  and  doze 
off  to  the  yergh-yergh-yergb 
of  another  flat-batteried 
midfield. 

The  previously  unknown 
Vieira,  tall  and  poised  and  op- 
erating in  the  centre  of  mid- 
field — someone  has  de- 
scribed him  as  Paul  Davis  In 
high  heels  — has  changed  all 


that  He  says:  “Arsenal  is  a 
great  club  but  the  directors 
wanted  to  give  the  side  a new 
dimension  and  that  is  where  I 
come  in.” 

Bruce  Rioch  was  still 
Arsenal  manager  when  the 
France  Under-21  player  was 
bought  from  AC  Milan  for 
£35  million,  but  Wenger  was 
responsible  for  the  deal.  Ajax, 
the  Dutch  champions,  had  al- 
ready tried  to  land  him  but  he 
made  his  Arsenal  debut  as 
substitute  in  the  4-1  win  over 
Sheffield  Wednesday,  when 
Pat  Rice  was  the  stand-in 
manager. 

'I  felt  very  tired  and  was 
looking  at  the  clock  all 
through  the  last  quarter-hour 
but  when  f heard  the  fans 
chanting  ny  name,  I forgot  all 
about  it,"  he  says. 

“It  was  frustrating  having  a 
knee  injury  at  the  beginning 
but  I like  the  physical  side  of 
the  English  game.  I think  its 
passion  and  atmosphere  suit 
me."  This  sounds  pretty  good 
English  — but  he  said  it  all  in 
Flinch. 

Rice,  now  Wenger’s  No.  2. 
says:  “From  the  moment  I 
first  saw  him  play  I knew  this 
boy  would  be  a star.  He’s  very 
versatile  and  played  at  the 
back  against  Wimbledon 
recently. 


“Wimbledon  are  a tough 
side  to  play  against  but  Pat- 
rick coped  very  wefl.  It  usu- 
ally takes  time  for  a young- 
ster to  be  accepted  by  older, 
senior  players  but  the  thing 
about  Patrick  is  that  every- 
one took  to  him  and  respected 
him  from  the  start. 

“He  already  plays  as  if  he 
has  a lot  of  experience.  His 
reading  of  situations  is  out- 
standing and  so  Is  the  way  he 
wins  the  ball  back  and  uses  it 
intelligently.  I think  (an 


Vieira . . . rich  in  vision 


Wright  has  become  a better 
player  because  of  him." 

Wright  says:  “Patrick  has 
been  brilliant  for  the  team 
and  for  me.  He  has  set  up  so 
many  chances  for  me  with  his 
passing,  especially  the  goals  I 
got  against  Middlesbrough 
and  Blackburn." 

Vieira’s  midfield  partner 
David  Platt  said  yesterday: 
would  say  he's  Marcel  Desail- 
ly  with  quicker  feet.  They 
really  twinkle.  And  he's  so 
strong  in  moving  from  de- 
fence to  attack.  He  looks  so 
confident  and  comfortable." 

Vieira,  bom  in  Dakar,  Sen 
egai,  has  always  been  mature 
for  his  years.  He  was  an  out- 
standing 16-year-old.  played 
for  Tours  at  17  and,  when  he 
moved  to  Cannes,  became  at 
19  the  youngest  captain  In  the 
French  league.  His  Milan 
career  came  to  an  end  when 
he  tore  knee  ligaments  in  the 
French  squad's  build-up  to 
the  Atlanta  Olympics;  the  in- 
jury kept  him  out  for  three 
months. 

Today’s  game  against  Man- 
chester United  and  bis  fellow 
Frenchman  Eric  Cantona  will 
provide  an  opportunity  to 
measure  In  full  the  possibili- 
ties of  this  Arsenal  side  — 
and  of  Vleira. 

When  Cantona  arrived  at 
Leeds  he  gave  Interviews  on 
art,  philosophy  and  politics. 
For  the  moment  Vieira  is 
sticking  sensibly  to  the 
football. 


Uefa  head  causes  outrage  over 
racist  comments  in  interview 


Lennart  johansson. 

a declared  candidate  for 
the  presidency  of  the  world 
governing  body  Fife,  woke 
up  to  a storm  of  criticism 
from  his  native  Sweden 
yesterday. 

The  head  of  the  European 
governing  body  Uefa,  who 
is  on  holiday  in  Germany, 
has  had  to  apologise  for 
comments  he  made  in  a 
newspaper  article  referring 
to  Africans  as  “blackies'\ 
Johansson,  seeking  to 
quell  outrage  over  an  ear- 
lier newspaper  interview, 
told  the  Aftonbladet  daily 
newspaper  that  he  was  not 
a racist  and  had  not  in- 
tended to  insult  Africans. 

Johansson  was  quoted  In 
the  same  newspaper  on 
Thursday  as  using  racist 

terms  to  describe  black 
people,  calling  them  a 
Swedish  word  which  trans- 


lates as  “darky”  or 
“blackie”.  He  nsed  the  term 
when  discussing  events  at  a 
meeting  In  South  Africa. 

“When  I got  to  South  Af- 
rica the  whole  room  was 
full  of  blackies  and  it’s 
fncking  dark  when  they  sit 
down  all  together.  What’s 
more  it’s  no  fhcldng  fun 
when  they’re  angry.”  Jo- 
hansson was  quoted  in  a 
lengthy  Interview. 

The  67-year-old  Johans- 
son admitted  he  had  been 
correctly  quoted  by  the 
newspaper.  He  said:  “1  am 
sorry.  I cannot  recall 
swearing  so  many  times 
bnt  that  doesn't  affect  the 
contents.  E cannot  recall 
using  the  term  “blackie" 
but  on  the  other  hand  I 
can't  exclude  it  I am  not  a 
racist  I apologise  to  any- 
one who  interpreted  the  In- 
terview as  If  I was  one." 


A N Other 


AN  Impressive  amount  of 
football  talent  was 
crammed  Into  thk  small 
Scottish  frame.  He  played 
for  only  two  dabs  either 
side  of  the  border  and  will 
be  remembered  by  the  sap- 
porters  of  both  for  the 
sharpness  of  bis  skills,  and 
occasionally  his  temper. 
But  it  was  the  quickness  of 
his  brain,  as  much  as  any- 
thing. which  distinguished 
a playing  career  stretching 
from  paradise  to  a red  sun- 
set. He  was  particularly 
dose  to  a roguish  doctor. 

Lost  week:  Phil  Need  (North- 
ampton. Liverpool . Bolton 
Wanderers). 


Performance  of  the  week: 
Richard  Gough  (Rangers), 
the  rock  that  broke  the 
Celtic  waves  on  Thursday. 


Moore  gets  a Derby  day 


IDDLESBROUGH  wfil 
replace  their  wander- 
ling  star  Emerson 
with  a 2l-year-old  Irishman 
who  is  earning  one  tenth  of 
the  Brazilian’s  £20,000-a-week 


Alan  Moore  will  HU  Emer- 
son's sizeable  boots  at  Derby 
tomorrow  as  Middlesbrough 
attempt  to  sort  oat  the  chaos 
caused  by  the  Brazilian’s  fail- 
ure to  return.  •'He’s  going  to 
be  a really  good  player. ’’  said 
Bryan  Robson. 

The  midfielder  is  a Repub- 
lic of  Ireland  international 
and  came  on  as  a substitute 
against  Iceland  last  weekend. 
He  picked  up  a slight  injury 
but  has  recovered  sufficiently 
to  make  his  first  league  start 
of  the  season. 


Team  sheet 


Aston  rate  v Leicester  City 

Villa’s  captain  Andy  Townsend  rrsUSS  out 
wttn  ■ broken  nose  sustalnad  on  Interna- 
tional duty  lost  week.  Mode  BosnSeti  tS  BOH 
out  wtti  4 knot  Infury.  SO  WW*a  Oakes 
deputise*.  LskMUr's  old  boys  JUflan  Jo- 
•etiHn  and  Marts  Draper  contest  a piece. 

Stow*  Walsh  Is  missing  lor  Leicester  but 
Kaaey  Kator  plays  baton?  heading  to  the 
US  and  mteslng  three  olid)  matches.  The 
Swede  Pontua  Koanwfc  ta  m the  squad  ter 
the  first  time  in  a year. 

Blackburn  v Chelae* 

Rovers  are  waiting  tor  a fitness  check  on 
George  Don  Is  but  Graeme  Le  Sou*  plays 
Me  tilted  Cpmebscfc  game. 

Chelsea  have  named  Glanaranco  Zola  In 
their  19-man  squad. 

Everton  v Southampton 

Duncan  Ferguson,  net  for  Itv*  games, 
played  Vv  Evaranr  reserves  on  Tuesday 
and  s added  to  me  aqiod. 

Man  Le  Ussier  la  doubtful  (anMe)  tar 
Selno  and  Gordon  Wsteon  otandt  by.  Kerr 
Menkou  could  return  ter  Richard  Dryden 
(ankle)  and  Alan  Neason.  rested  tn  mid- 
wd.  may  replace  Jim  htaglltan. 

Leeds  United  V Liverpool 

tan  Riah  may  play  en  <ha  Lewft  rtgfir  with 
Brian  Deans  and  Rod  Wallace  operating  in 
the  up^rara  rotes.  Carlton  Palmer  fhsm- 


Robson  and  his  assistant 
Viv  Anderson  were  in  Lon- 
don yesterday  but  club  offi- 
cials said  they  were  neither 
meeting  Emerson  nor  negoti- 
ating transfers.  Middles- 
brough  were  again  linked 
with  the  30-year-old  Barce- 
lona defender  Miguel  Angel 
NadaL  A deal  could  involve 
Emerson  moving  to  Barce- 
lona to  a player  plus  cash 
deaL 

Jamie  Pollock  yesterday 
completed  his  £15  million 
move  to  Bolton  from  Osasuna. 
The  former  Middlesbrough 
midfielder  moved  to  Spain  at 
the  start  of  the  season  bat  be- 
came disenchanted  with  life 
abroad.  “I  had  a precarious 
two  months  in  Spain  and  It's 
nice  to  come  back,”  he  said. 


String)  It  Bt  but  Btchonl  jeceon.  Tony 
Yeboah,  Tony  Oort 90  and  John  Pemberton 
■re  aH  out 

UvorpooTt  Mail  Ruddock  taatai  iBcaty  to 
retain  Ms  place  at  the  expense  of  Phd 
Becb  tan  Jarnta  Redknepp.  who  scared  In 

immeeek.  n unfifteff  » start 

Manchester  United  v Arsenal 

Roy  Kasne  l>  ausponded  lor  United  but 
Ryan  Giggs  U ni  oner  at*  matches  (calf). 
Dents  Irwin  has  a late  check  on  « knaa. 

Ateensl'a  John  Hartson  eomptms  a 
three-match  ban  and  there  is  a doubt  over 
Ugel  WJMsrtxim.  who  damaged  a ham- 
string In  midwest.  Paul  Merson  1s  fit. 
Wswcaativ  v Wad  Ham 

Alan  Sheerer  ta  recovering  from  groin  sur- 
gery but  ntfttowtee  Dm  leaders  ora  Ires 
from  injury. 

West  mm’s  Florin  RadudeiH  is  in  line 
tar  a game  Otar  missing  mm  tan  Paolo 
Aifre  It  also  chaflangmq  tor  a ptacs.  Merc 
Rieper  (back),  the  oivloan  striker  Hugo 
PorCrlo  (thigh)  and  Stan  Lonridte  (groin) 
all  Rtfs*  out.  Siovs  Artis  sod  Kenny  Brawn 
bevel. 

Tottenham  v Scmdeofend 

Andy  Si  non  ana  Ruel  Fmi  mey  return  lor 
Spurs  bin  they  are.  unlikely  to  risk  Darren 
Andsrtan.  still  miss tog  offer  cm  matches 
(groin  end  hamstring} 

WHh  Richard  Ora  suspended  and  his 


"And  you  can't  get  better 
than  to  join  a club  that's  top 
of  the  league." 

Pollock,  who  cannot  make 
his  debut  for  Bolton  against 
Crystal  Palace  today  because 
be  has  yet  to  be  re-registered 
with  the  Football  League, 
said:  "Sometimes  in  life  you 
make  decisions  that  don't  go 
as  planned.  I’ve  learnt  a les- 
son. it’s  been  a fenny  experi- 
ence. But,  if  anything.  I'm 
more  excited  about  football 
than  I was  in  my  last  couple 
of  months  at  Middlesbrough.” 

Birmingham  City’s  manag- 
ing director  Barren  Brady 
yesterday  went  to  court  to 
hear  that  charges  against  her 
under  trading  standards  laws 
bad  been  dropped.  However, 
City  were  fined  £20.000. 


rspiacamonl  Lee  Howey  out  W £;*  weeks 
with  a bre**"  anklo.  Sunderland  hove  SHI 
to  reveal  »tn  partners  Andy  Metafile  in 
control  (Monca.  There  is  a pGMIWllty  or 
Garaai  Hal!  or  Martin  Scott  moving  irom 
tuB-beck  and  Dariysz  Kgfafctt  returning. 
Martin  Sn*»  stands  by  tor  Ms  Premiership 
debut 

Wimbledon  v Coventry 

The  Dans'  Brian  McAIHaer  la  struggling  la 
snake  ofl  or  anMe  Injury  bul  Oyvlnd  Leoo- 
hardean.  Vlnme  Jems  ana  Ratable  Eerie, 
all  rested  In  midweek,  return  while  Ban 
THetdier  * wso  inductee. 

Coventry  may  risk  Dion  Dublin.  «tn  has 
been  under  treatment  tar  □ groin  strain. 
p«er  tadtovu  (taiee)  and  Devin  Burrows 
(grain)  ere  otoo  fit 

TOMORROW 

Derby  v Mfckflasbrough 

Jacob  Lsvreert  (arts a)  looks  mure  to  bd  fit 
tor  Darby  while  Man  Carbon  nos  over- 
cane  an  ankli  problem  but  is  uniAvty  id 
tan.  Igor  Sdinec  ta  suspended,  so  Oasn 
Yales  Hnss  im  In  a three-man  control  de- 
fence with  Paul  McGrath  and  Gory  Rowati. 
Dean  Stonfdge  fiat  recovered  (ram  e 
bruised  ankle. 

kimalegn rough's  Wgal  Pearson  (neck) 
i g H*iy  to  mbs  « second  match  wime  me 
rnKItl elder  Phfi  Stamp  has  can  trooMa. 
Alen  Uoara  is  m line  lor  a recan. 


Welsh 
fans  left 
a little 
sheepish 


Soccer  Diary 


Martin  Thorpe 


IF  WELSH  fans  thought 
losing  7- i was  the  ulti- 
mate in  humiliation 
they  were  soon  In  for  a 
shock.  Three  supporters, 
who  wish  to  remain  anony- 
mous. retreated  to  Amster- 
dam after  last  Saturday's 
hammering  In  Eindhoven 
and  somehow'  found  them- 
selves Inside  a red-light  dis- 
trict peep  show. 

To  their  surprise,  the 
naked  lady  on  sMU  took 
one  look  at  the  boyos. 
mouthed  In  a cockney 
twang:  “Are  you  Welsh?” 
then  made  a sheep  noise  be- 
fore departing  to  let  In  the 
next  woman. 

But  she  soon  returned, 
still  naked,  and  went  from 
window  to  window  laugh- 
ing heartily  and  brandish- 
ing a piece  of  paper  with 
Saturday  night’s  score  writ 
large  upon  it. 

As  one  witness  remarked: 

- That  woman  earns  her  liv- 
ing parading  naked  in  front 
of  people,  spreading  her 
legs,  doing  all  sorts  of  sexu- 
ally provocatively  things, 
and  she  thinks  she  has  the 
right  to  take  the  pis s out  of 
the  Welsh  football  team 
and  its  supporters.  And 
what’s  worse,  she’s  right." 

SIGN  of  more  hard  times 
in  the  VaUcys.  The  FA 
of  Wales  always  take  six  of 
its  councillors  to  away 
games.  The  choice  is  made 
in  turn  from  the  20  or  so 
men  in  office. 

So  there  they  all  were  In 
Eindhoven,  all  six  proudly 
kitted  out  in  those  padded 
manager’s  coats  embla- 
i zoned  with  the  logos  of 
l Wales  and  the  shirt  spon- 
| sor.  Unfortunately  for  the 
councillors,  the  coats  had 
to  be  banded  back  on  their 
return  to  Cardiff  — so  they 
could  be  given  to  the  next 
six. 

DOUBTS  have  been  cast 
on  the  story  that  Tre- 
vor Brooking  received  his 
gashed  head  playing  in  a 
media  football  match  in 
Georgia.  Some  people  have 
it  on  good  authority  that  he 
just  fell  off  the  fence. 


REMEMBER  Chelmsford 
City?  Sure  you  do.  They 
were  the  team  splashed  on 
billboards  nationwide  in  a 
huge  advertising  campaign 
for  a new  drink.  Red  Card. 

There  was  also  the  nice 
twist  that  the  Chelmsford 
manager  Roy  McDonough 
holds  the  record  For  receiv- 
ing most  red  cards  in  a 
playing  career.  It  was  all 
bailed  as  a major  sponsor- 
ship for  such  a minor  club. 

Well,  something  else  has 
been  given  the  red  card  at 
Chelmsford  since  the  ad- 
vertising link-up:  success. 
The  Dr  Martens  Premier 
Division  side  has  won  just 
two  of  15  league  games  this 
season,  sits  second  bottom 
of  the  table,  was  knocked 
out  of  the  FA  cup  by  a Jew- 
son  League  side,  beaten  in  a 
local  cup  by  a junior  club, 
Stansted,  and  booed  by  its 
own  fens. 

Then  on  Thursday  came 
another  red  card  for 
McDonough:  he  was  sacked 
as  manager.  Time  for  a 
drink  Roy,  though  perhaps 
not  of  Red  Card. 


AND  still  Manchester 
City  fans  retain  their 
sense  of  humour.  When 
City  scored  two  goals  in 
two  minutes  in  the  home 
defeat  by  Oxford  on 
Wednesday  night,  it  was 
too  much  for  Maine  Road's 
new  electronic  scoreboard 
which  went  blank  for  about 
10  minutes.  Cue  chants 
from  the  Kippax:  “Score- 
board,  scoreboard,  what's 
the  score,  scoreboard, 
what’s  the  score.” 


Apparently  after  the 

Oxford  defeat  some  of 
the  City  fans  said  they 
could  now  understand  why 
Neal  and  praying  go 
together. 


THERE  is  absolutely  no 
truth  in  the  rumour 
that  Paul  Gascoigne  is  so 
cerebally  challenged  he 
thinks  that  a cortisone  in- 
jection is  a high-perfor- 
mance car. 


ERNARD  LOWERY  is 
'insistent:  paying  five 
managers  at  once  is  not 
good  business,  particularly 
if  your  club  Is  Darlington 
and  you  are  in  the  Third 
Division. 

Yesterday  the  Quakers’ 
chairman  released  the 
annual  report  which 
revealed  details  of  stag- 
gered severance  payments 
"***■  former  managers 
which  meant  that/at  one 
stage,  Frank  Gray,  Billy 
McEwan.  Alan  Murray,  Ed- 
die Kyte  and  Ray  Han  kin 
were  ail  on  the  Darlington 
No  wonder  theefob 
t afford  a striker. 
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SPORTS  NEWS  23 


Stephen  Bieiley  finds  the  big  two  playing  it  cool  as  they  move  ever  closer  at  the  Nationals  in  Tetford 

Henman  laid-back  on  Rusedski  amw  fear  over 

drunken  fans 


Cricket 


THE  power  or  a single 
Individual  to  lift  the 
public’s  perception  of 
a sport  can  never  be 
underestimated,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  Tim 
Henman’s  success  this  year 
has  considerably  raised  the 
profile  of  tennis  in  Britain. 

All  things  are  relative,  how- 
ever, and  Henman  knows  as 
well  as  anyone  that,  after  a 
year  of  promising  results,  he 
now  must  start  to  win  inter- 
national tournaments  or  at 
least  get  to  a few  finals. 

That  surge  to  the  quarter- 
finals at  Wimbledon  crystal- 
lised his  progress  in  the  eyes 
of  the  crowds  and  television 
viewers,  even  if  two  of  his 
four  wins  were  against  Brit- 
ish players,  Luke  Mtiiignw 
and  Danny  Sapsford,  who 
have  been  conspicuously  un- 
successful at  the  Nationals 
here  this  week. 

Yesterday  both  Henman 
and  Greg  Rusedski  further 
confirmed  that  they  are  easily 
the  two  best  players  in  the 
country,  with  Henman  defeat- 
ing Nick  Gould  in.  straight 
sets  and  Rusedski  scoring  an 
equally  emphatic  win  over 
Tom  Spinks. 

The  expectation  for  today  is 
that  both  players  will  win 
their  respective  semi-finals 
against  Chris  Wilkinson  and 
Paul  Robinson  to  set  up  a 
repeat  of  last  year's  final 
when  Henman,  then  virtually 
unknown,  won  his  first 
National  title  1-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Henman's  fans  might  have 
been  taken  aback  yesterday  if 
they  had  heard  him  say  of  this 
putative  Rusedski  encounter 
that  he  would  “very  much  like 
to  win  but.  if  I were  to  lose,  I 
would  not  lose  any  sleep.  I'm 
fairly  relaxed  about  it’’ 

It  is  impossible  to  imagine 
any  American  talking  in  such 
fashion  or,  for  that  matter,  Ru- 
sedski himself  It  is  unlikely 
Henman  meant  to  sound  com- 
placent but  he  did. 

The  two  met  for  a second 
time  last  month  in  the  second 
round  of  an  ATP  tournament 
in  Ostrava;  Henman  again 
won,  this  time  in  straight  sets 
by  7-6, 7-6.  “There’s  a Healthy 
rivalry  between  me  and  Greg, 
I’m  sure  be  hasn’t  enjoyed  los- 
ing and  I think  he  would  defi- 
nitely like  to  beat  me  — there 
would  be  no  sweeter  place  . 
tbanintheflnaL" 
it  was  -at  this  point  thatHen-  1 


Noil  Robinson 

ENGLISH  cricket  yester- 
day lost  one  of  its  best- 
known  sponsors  when 
it  was  announced  that  Carls - 
berg  Tetley,  which  has 
pumped  more  than  £io  mil, 
lion  into  the  game  over  five 
years,  has  cut  short  an  agree- 
ment originally  planned  to  ex- 
tend until  September  1999. 

Officially  the  company  Has 
decided  not  to  exercise  its 
final  -two-year  option.  How- 
ever, there  are  those  who  will 
link  the  news  with  growing 
concerns  within  the  gamo 
over  excessive  drinking  at 
grounds.  Last  summer  doubts 
were  raised  over  the  probity 
of  having  a brewer  sponsor- 
ing the  England  team  after 
drunken  spectators  were 
ejected  from  Headingley  amid 
ugly  scenes  during  the  Paki- 
stan Test 

An  announcement  on  a new 
sponsor  is  expected  on  Tues- 
day and  much  interest  will 
centre  on  the  nature  of  the 
new  benefactor's  business. 

Terry  Blake,  the  Test  and 
County  Cricket  Board's  mar- 


keting director,  said  last 
night  that  there  has  already 
been  “significant  interest” 
among  potential  sponsors. 

David  ffopps  writes:  Tet- 
ley's will  continue  to  sponsor 
Yorkshire,  who  found  them- 
selves at  the  centre  of  fresh 
controversy  yesterday  af- 
tertheir  president  Sir  Law- 
rence Byford,  the  driving 
force  behind  the  planned 
move  to  a new  multl-million- 
pound  stadium,  was  belittled 
at  a public  meeting  called  to 
oppose  it 

Paul  Caddick.  the  property 

businessman  who  won  con- 
trol of  Headingley  a month 
ago,  was  scathing  about  York- 
shire's refusal  to  discuss  his 
redevelopment  plans  for  the 
historic  Test  ground  while 
the  proposed  £50  million 
White  Rose  Stadium  has  a 
chance  of  being  built 

Caddick  ridiculed  Wake- 
field Council's  Labour  leader 
Colin  Croxall  as  a fake  Father 
Christmas  who  was  promis- 
ing a new  ground  for  nothing. 
But  Caddick  warned  the 
“Headingley  is  Home"  meet- 
ing: “The  Amdlng  for  the  new 
site  Is  unrealistic.” 


Tour  match 

Australian  Cricket  Academy  v England  A 

Guile  of  Giles 
lifts  tourists 


Focus  of  attention . . . Greg  Rusedski  keeps  a stem  eye  on  his  backhand  against  Tom  Spinks  in  yesterday’squarter-final  photograph:  qarymfwor 


man,  who.  win  or  lose,  never 
becomes  unduly  animated  in 
public,  laanwi  forward  on  his 
seat  to  reemphasise  the  point , 
that  he  had  twice  responded  to 
Rusedski’s  challenge  with 
wins. 

Rusedski’s  serve  is  nicely 
grooved  and  he  has  been  using 
a top-spin  backhand  with 
growing  confidence,  albeit 
against  ordinary  opposition. 
The  British  No.  2 has  also  been 
working  hard  otrhls  mental 


approach  to  the  game  with  his 
coach  Brian  Teacher. 

‘I  feel  in  control  out  there  , 
now,  more  mature  on  the  | 
court  I don’t  feel  any  sort  of ; 
panic  and  this  helps,  particu- 
larly if  you  happen  to  be  going 
through  a bad  patch.” 

Rusedski's  opponent  today 
Paul  Robinson  could  only 
stand  and  stare  in  his  quarter- 
final as  Lincolnshire’s  Andrew 
Richardson  ripped  through  the 
first  s&  6-L  “I  couldn’t  believe 


some  of  the  tennis  he  played,” 
said  Robinson,  a former  pupil 
of  Repton  school  who  spent 
three  years  at  the  Texas  Chris- 
tian  University  in  Fort  Worth. 

Robinson  then  lost  his  open- 
ing serve  in  the  second  set  — 
“something  I'm  used  to”  — be- 
fore a mishit  shot  squeezed 
him  back  into  the  matbh  and 
an  eventual  three-set  victory. 
“I  suppose,  with  Andy  being  a 
left-hander.  It  was.a^.good. 
rehearsal  for  playing  Greg.” 


Jamie  Delgado,  prior  to  Hen- 
man’s vaulting  intervention, 
was  seen  as  Britain’s  great 
hope  for  the  future.  He  is  still 
only  is  but,  after  taking  the 
first  set  against  the  26-year-old 
Wilkinson,  lost  9-7  in  the 
third,  as  had  Richardson. 

Today’s  women's  final  will 
see  a new  national  champion 
emerge  when  Claire  Taylor 
plays  a fellow  left-hander  Julie 
PuIIin.  Taylor  came  from  5-3 
down  in  the  final  set  against  j 


Clare  Wood,  last  year's  cham- 
pion and  three  times  winner  of 
the  title  in  all. 

British  women's  tennis 
remains  in  the  doldrums  but 
for  sheer  an-court  effort  Taylor 
cannot  be  faulted.  “1  didn't  ac- 
tually know  I was  5-3  down,” 
she  said  with  a grin.  But  she 
knew  when  she  had  won  all 
right;  foe  little  leap  and  punch 
of  the  air  owed  everything  to 
Match  of  foe  Day.  Catch  Hoi- 
man  doing  that. 


Rugby  Union 


Back  pushes  for  England  recall 


Robert  Armstrong  on  the  tigerish  flanker  desperate  to  make  up 
for  lost  time  as  Leicester  take  on  Harlequins  in  the  European  Cup 


NEIL  BACK,  the  sport- 
ing embodiment  of 
the  slogan  “small  is 
beautiful”,  will  per- 
form before  an  armchair  au- 
dience of  millions  today 
when  the  BBC  screens  the 
second  half  of  Leicester's 
European  Cup  quarter-final 
against  Harlequins. 

The  high-profile  return  of 
the  former  England  open- side 
flanker  for  his  first  home 
game  of.  the  season  could 
hardly  be  more  timely  given 
that  foe  Tigers  are  defending 
an  unbeaten  run  in  Europe 
while  England  are  poised  for 
next  Saturday’s  international 
against  Italy  at  Twickenham. 

Back  is  no  longer  a member 
of  foe  England  squad  but 
nurses  foe  hope  that  a series 
of  compelling  dub  displays 
may  earn  him  international 
recall  Having  served  a six- 
month  ban  for  pushing  foe 
referee  Steve  Lander  at  the 
end  of  last  season's  Pflking- 
ton  Cup  final,  Back  marked 
his  comeback  with  a try  in 
last  week’s  Anglo-Welsh  Cup 
victory  at  Neath. 

“In  foe  first  minute  the 
Neath  pack  rolled  right  over 
me  and  I just  felt  happy  to  be 
back,”  said  Back,  who  today 
resumes  his  old-firm  partner- 


Rugby League 


ship  with  Dean  Richards  and 
John  Wells.  "During  my  lay- 
off I continued  to  train  hard 
with  help  from  Dave  Red- 
dings, an  RFU  fitness  adviser, 
and  I have  never  felt  as  strong 
and  fresh  as  I do  today. 

*1  took  a lot  of  advice  an 
nutrition  and  I now  eat  break- 
fast with  the  rest  of  foe  Leices- 
ter boys  after  our  morning 
training  sessions.  But  I 
wouldn’t  try  to  compete  with  : 
Mr  Richards  when  it  comes  to 
eating  — he  has  12  Weetabix  i 
and  half  a dozen  pieces  of 
toast  to  keep  him  going.” 

Bob  Dwyer,  Leicester’s  di- 1 
rector  of  rugby,  regards  Back  i 
as  an  indispensable  dement 
in  the  revolution  at  a club 
renowned  for  its  obsession  i 
with  foe  rolling  mauL  “Nell . 
has  pace,  great  hands  and  ter- j 
rific  upper-body  strength  for 
a man  who  is  supposed  to  be 
on  foe  small  side,”  said  Aus- 
tralia’s former  coach.  “It 
could  take  two  or  three  years 
to  get  where  we  want  to  go 
but  I believe  Neil's  style  of 
play  can  help  make  it  a lot 
easier  for  us  to  set  there.” 

Rack  acknowledged  that  his 
time  may  have  come'  at  last 
after  years  of  being  described 
as  too  small,  too  lightweight 
and,  therefore,  too  peripheral 


for  Test. rugby.  (He  Js  5ft  lOin 
and  I4st  71b).  *T  suppose  my 
strengths  are  keeping  the  ball 
alive,  recycling  it  under  pres- 
sure and  setting  up  positive 
links  with  the  backs,"  he 
reflected.  “Hopefully  I can 
utilise  those  skills  in  the  flexi- 
ble 15-man  game  we  want  to 
play,  and  perhaps  attract  foe 
attention  of  the  England  man- 
agement, who  have  not  been 
in  touch  with  me  since.  I was 
banned.  I hope  that's  just  be- 
cause I haven’t  been  playing." 

Back,  who  has  five  caps, 
has  always  stock  to  his  expla- 
nation that  the  push  on 
lander  was  a case  of  mis- 
taken identity  — allegedly  he 
thought  Bath's  Andy  Robin- 
son was  in  his  way.  The 
Leicester  faithful  have  no 
doubt  that,  their  favourite 
pocket  battleship  was  more 
victim  than  villain. 

“Each  time  I came  down  to 
watch  Leicester  play,  the  first 
question  supporters  asked  me 
was:  "What  date  will  you  start 
playing  again?*  Tve  received 
a warm  welcome.”  he  sakL 

Certainly  the  incident  was 
out  ctf  character.  The  blond 
Hanker  is  noted  tor  his  sports- 
manship and  fair  play  ip  an 
all-action  position  not  nor- 
mally associated  with  such 


unfashionable  qualities.  In- 
deed, it  is  hard  to  find  a single 
critic  who  has  seen  Back  land 
a punch  on  an  opponent, 
which  makes  that  costly  push 
doubly  mystifying. 

However,  all  that  is  history . 
“Til  focus  my  energies  totally 
on  heating  Harlequins,  who 
are  a very  strong  side  as  their 
form  in  foe  league  this  season 
demonstrates,”  promised 


Back.  “Whoever  wins  this 
game  could  go  all  foe  way  in 
the  competition.  Our  previ- 
ous meetings  with  Harlequins 
have  always  been  close  af- 
fairs. It’s  a big  opportunity 
for  everyone  to  show  what 
they  can  do” 

Meanwhile  Bath  have  axed 
three  England  internationals 
Jonathan  Callard,  John  Mal- 
le ti  and  Robinson  for  their 
quarter-final  against  Cardiff 
a 14,000  sell-out  at  foe  Arms 
Park.  Their  places  go  to  Jason 
Robinson,  Victor  Ubogu  and 
Nathan  Thomas  respectively, 
with  Gary  French  chosen  at 
hooker  because  Graham 
Dawe  and  Gareth  Adams  are  l 
injured.  Cardie’s  half-backs 
Robert  Howley  and  Jonathan 
Davies  could  both  face  South 
Africa  in  a fortnight’s  time- 

In  foe  other  quarter-finals 
Brive  are  likely  to  make  home  I 
advantage  count  against  Llan- 
elli, but  foe  visit  of  foe  hold- 
ers Toulouse  to  unpredictable 
Dax,  who  lost  at  Bath,  is  too 
close  to  call. 

• Tim  Rodber,  England’s 
No.  8 against  Italy,  has  recov- 
ered from  injury  to  lead 
Northampton  against  Nar- 
bonne  In  their  European  Con- 
ference quarter-final  at 
Franklins  Gardens  today. 
Northampton's  captain 
needed  seven  stitches  for  a 
gashed  left  knee,  forcing  him 
off  foe  field  in  last  week's 
league  win  over  Bath. 


Andrew  set  for 
return  with 
Wallabies 

ROB  ANDREW,  whose 
last-minute  drop-goal 
put  Australia  out  of  the 
1996  World  Cup,  could  face 
the  Wallabies  In  the  final 
match  of  their  current  tour 
of  Britain  and  Ireland. 
Andrew,  who  retired  from 
the  International  game 
after  taking  over  as  New- 
castle’s director  of  rugby  a 
year  ago,  has  been  invited 
to  play  for  the  Barbarians 
against  Australia  at  Twick- 
enham on  December  7. 

His  club-mate  Tim  Sttrop- 

son,  who  makes  his  Eng- 
land debut  next  week,  has 
declined  foe  chance  to  take 
the  weekend  off  and  plays 
at  London  Scottish  today. 
Two  other  England  debu- 
tants, Andy  Gomarsall  of 
Wasps  and  Bath's  Adedayo 
Adebayo,  also  play  for  their 
clubs. 

• Scott  Hastings  is  foe  40th 
player  to  sign  a full-time 
contract  with  the  Scottish 
Rugby  Union. 

• Tim  Grady,  an  Austra- 
lian who  captains  Edin- 
burgh Wanderers,  has  been 
banned  for  18  months 
following  an  incident  in 
which  an  opponent  suffered 
facial  Injuries.  The  Scottish 
Rugby  Union  has  sus- 
pended the  forward  after  he 
was  cited  in  the  league 
match  against  PortobeUo 
FP  on  October  12. 


Andy  Wilson 
in  Mount  Gambler 

ENGLAND  A's  form  con- 
tinued its  upward  trend 
as  Rod  Marsh's  Austra- 
lian Cricket  Academy  young- 
sters were  dismissed  for  258 
on  a slow  pitch,  despite  the 
absence  of  the  tourists'  strike 
bowler  Dean  Headley. 

The  Kent  player  took  11  of 
the  19  South  Australian  wick- 
ets to  fall  in  England’s 
remarkable  12-run  victory  in 
Adelaide  completed  on  Mon- 
day but  spent  foe  first  two 
sessions  yesterday  carrying 
the  drinks  and  most  of  foe 
last  in  an  aeroplane. 

No,  it  was  not  a low-flying 
Tiger  Moth;  and  yes,  he  did 
seek  permission  from  the  tour 
management  before  joining 
Marsh's  wife  and  a local  pho- 
tographer to  enjoy  an  aerial 
view  of  the  spectacular  Mar- 
ist  Park  GroundL 
“He  was  the  only  one  brave 
enough  to  go  up,”  said  foe 
tour  manager  David  Gra- 
veney.  While  Headley  was  air- 
borne. his  team-mates  were 
busy  whittling  out  the  final 
seven  Academy  wickets  for 
99  runs. 

After  being  put  in  by  Adam 
Hollioake  on  a pitch  which 
was  stfil  moist,  they  recov- 
ered from  34  for  three  thanks 
to  a partnership  of  325  be- 
tween the  20-year -old  Western 
Australian  opener  Michael 
Dlgbton  and  Shawn  Craig,  a 
23-year-old  left-hander  from 
Victoria. 

At  times  In  the  afternoon 
England  looked  ragged  but 
the  stand  was  broken  in  the 
last  over  before  tea  when 
Craig  was  bowled  by  Ashley 
Giles,  who  then  had  Dighton 
leg-before  trying  to  sweep 
shortly  after  foe  interval.  He 
went  on  to  claim  four  for  63. 


The  Warwickshire  left-arm 
spinner,  who  left  his  native 
Surrey  after  being  told  to 
bowl  seam,  is  having  a fine 
tour  and  now  matches  Head- 
ley  as  the  leading  wicket 
taker  with  14  at  an  average  of 
little  more  than  20. 

Andrew  Harris  of  Derby- 
shire also  impressed  yester- 
day, taking  his  first  wicket  of 
the  tour  in  a lively  seven-over 
opening  spell,  then  returning 
with  foe  new  ball  to  grab  an- 
other and  finish  with  two  for 
28  from  his  10  overs. 

Peter  Such  was  typically 
economical  in  his  two  lengthy 
spells  and  be  also  picked  up 
bis  first  two  wickets  of  foe 
tour  on  what  was  a slow-tam- 
ing pitch. 

“It’s  been  a difficult  day  be- 
cause foe  wind  has  been 
swirling  around  but  foe  lads 
have  done  well  to  stick  at  it” 
said  Graveney.  ‘‘They've 
remained  positive  throughout 
foe  day  and  that’s  good  to 
see." 

AUSTRALIA)!  CRICKET  ACADS3VY 

M Dighton  tow  b Qlln T* 

J CasseH  C A b Karris 3 

A CaraaMlne  c Ealham  b Bud)  13 

J Pools  c Hollioafta  0 Olios 3 

S Gralg  b Giles 31 

A Smith  c A b Such  S3 

D Thomlay  law  b Harris  33 

E Haddfn  e Ealham  b Chappie 13 

I Hewott  not  out IS 

D Neon  runout si 

E Sutherland  c Hagg  b Goes  O 

Extras  (b6.  104.  nbZ) IS 

Total  (B2A  overs) „25B 

Mi  of  wtetwaa*  4,  28,  34. 1SB.  164.  200. 
221,  225.  257.  2S& 

■wwltani  Chappie  18-448-1:  Harris 
10-2-28-2:  Such  36-9-72-2;  dies 
M.4-8-B3-4;  Ealham  S- 1-1 7-0. 

■MOLAHO  Ai  M A Butcher.  M p Vaughan. 
J E R OalUaa  O A Shah.  A J HoUloaka 
(capt).  U A Ealham.  1W  K Hegg.  A F OHM. 
Q Chappie.  A J Harm.  P M Such. 

• Derbyshire’s  captain  Dean 
Jones  stroked  an  unbeaten 
121  for  Victoria  against  South 
Australia  in  their  Sheffield 
Shield  game  in  Melbourne, 
his  51st  first-class  century, 
helping  bis  side  to  270  for  five 
at  the  end  of  the  first  day. 


Openers  punish  West  Indies 

WEST  INDIES  bowlers  suf-  I brose,  Courtney  Walsh  and 
fered  a hlow  to  their  Kenny  Benjamin. 


Snooker 


Results 


Super  take-off  in 


h 


Paul  Fitzpatrick 

AFTER  almost  two  y*ar=> 
of  bitter  Strife  it  took 
only  a few  minutes  yw- 
terday  to  remove  foe flMjlob- 
stacle  to  the  launch  of  super 
League  in  Australia. 

The  Australian  RugbT 

League  was  refused  leave  to 
appeal  against  a court  d^lr 
slon  which  went  ta 
League’s  fevour  on  October 
and  that  is  expected  be  tne 
end  of  the  court  battles. 

Even  Ken  Arthurson,  toe 
AHL’s  executive  chairman.- 
sounded  relieved  when  be 
said:  “The  good  news  now  w 
that  the  arguments  sbouia  of 
confined  to  foe  playing  new- 
The  situation,  however,  is 

far  from  ideal.  Two  competi- 
tions will  run  next  year,  wttb 
12  dubs  aligned  to  foe  akl. 


and  10  to  Super  League,  and 

that  will  create  friction. 

Same  clubs  aligned  to  the 
ARL  are  expected  to  jump 
ship  and  Join  Super  League, 
which  offers  players  better 

prospects  for  international 
football.  After  winning  an 
apparently-  sweeping  court 
victory  In  March,  the  ARL  Is  ■ 
now  practically  isolated. 

Yesterday’s  decision  was 
greeted  with  enthusiasm '.at" 
Rugby  League  headquarters 
in  Leeds.  “It  has  been  almost  ( 
two  years  since  the  legal 
battle  started  and  it  has  been 
an  enormous  strain  on. every- 
one,” said  Maurice  Lindsay, 
the  chief  executive. 

“Now  that  Super  League 
has  cleared  the  .last,  legal' 
battle  we  can  concentrate  on 1 
rebuilding  the  game,  which  j 
was  undoubtedly  damaged  i 
throughout  the  dispute.”  , I 


That  rebufidtag  will  stajrt  on 
Wednesday  - when  foe  RFL 
reveals  next  season's  fixtures, , 
which  will  Include  a 22-club  , 
international  Competition.  . 

Henry  Paul  Wigan’s  22-y ear- 
old  Kiwi  back,  now  playing 

iwiW>  for  Bath,  has  declared 
himself  available  for  the  chal- 
lenge match  with  St  Helens  on 
Baring  Day  and  insists  that  , 
ha  fhture  Is  in  league. 

Wigan  expect  flair  other 

players  on  loan  to  union,  Jason 
Robinson  (Bath),  Va'aiga  Tut 
gamala  (Wasps)  and  Gary  Con- 
nolly (Harlequins),  to  be  avail- 
able too.  along  with  their 
signings  from  Auckland  War- 
riors, David.  Murray  and  Stu- 
art Lester. 

Salford  Red?  are  pressing 
Wigan  for  the  £10,000  due  to 
them  when  Terry.  O'Connor 
made  his  Great  Britain  debut 
this  summer. 


Spencer  quits 
WPBSA  board 

JOHN  SPENCER  is  resign- 
ing from  foe  board  of  foe 
World  Professional  Billiards 
and  Snooker  Association 
after  seven  years  as  its  chair- 
man, writes  ClUxEoerton. 

The  63-year-old  former 
world  champion,  on  the  board 
of  the  sport’s  governing'  body 
for  25  years,  win  departat  the 
end  of  the  month. 

There  has  been  growing 
support  tor  the  views  of  Ian 
Doyle,  Stephen  Hendry's 
manager,  who  said  he  would 
oppose  Spencer’s  reelection 
at  foe  agm  cm  December  19- 
One  major  complaint  is  the 
feffure  to  attract  sponsors  for 
big  events  such  as  the  DK 
Championship,  which  started 
in  Preston  yesterday; 

Doyle  said:  “I,  hope  who- 
ever takes  on  the  chairman- 
ship recognises  the  problems  j 
within  the  game." 


I AUSTRALIAN  POA  CHAM  WORSHIP 
(Sydney):  be and-nwid  Kama  t»  C 
army  (An]  88. 70;  J Cooper  (Aus)  TO.  8fc  P 
LAAftrri  (Aim)  69. 6a  ISO  W Riley  (Aim)  68, 
73;  j Kelly  |US)  73.  68.  140  HByid  (IB) 
68,  72  A Painter  (Am]  71.  Eft  141  B 
Roach  (Am)  tt.  T&  D small  (NZ)  12.  68 
Aim  143  G Evans  (SB)  72.  71;  0 Howell 
(08)  73.  7D.  14!  A Rogers  (IS)  72.  73;  B 
Jackson  (SB)  88. 77. 140  P McQUtiey  (Ire) 
71 , 7Gi  D Clarke  (QB)  a,  77. 147  D WSBOn 
(00)72.75. 

BUROMEAM  SWIMS  TOUR  QUALW- 
M (Pemtade;  Bp*  Ptael  noons  (QB/Tre 

unless  stated):  soa  B Marine  (US)  88.  88. 
73.  313  B Bunk  (US)  73.  71.  71.  313  J 
Hamilton  74.  72.  70;  I Richardson  72.  72. 
75;  R Siam  (US)  70.  70.  7ft  5 WUd  73.  72. 
71.  317  S Attack  74.  71.  72:  J R OeHefi 
(US)  67.  77.  73;  8 CafW  72.  71.  74  31BL 
Monroe  (US)  72. 69,  77;  A Borons  (US)  88. 
78,  73.  318  K Fulton  (Can)  74.  73.  7ft  J 
IffiBhcH  (US)  74.  72.  73;  A BrOOfcfl  71.  74, 
74;  J Can-  (US)  70, 74, 75;  J Vltodomin  (Sp) 
71. 71 , 77. 330 TR  Jonas  (US)  73.  78. 71; A i 
Spring  78.  72.  72.  331  S Stewart  (US)  70.  ; 
73.  72;  H Jadoon  71.  76. 74.  j 

DUKLOr  PtKHRHX  TOVRHAMUNT  (Ul-  | 
jroaki;  Japan*  S.toad  ra.wd  eeeiwa 
(Japanese  unless  stated):  133  u OzaU 
SB.  87:  L Westwood  (Eng)  67.  BEL  133  T , 
Wasson  (US)  88,  TO.  133  HMesntaJ  89.88: 
N OzaU  37. 71. 133Y  Kanefco  88, 7ft  141 
M Kto»»muf*  73,  « D Will  (US)  Wi  Y 
Sakamoto  72.  BR  R Gamez  (US)  72.  SB. 
143  C Franco  (Par)  72. 70:  T Nakallma  71. 
71;  8 Okuda  71,  71;  P Funk  (US)  70,  72. 
143  T 023M  73,  70;  M A Jimenez  (Sp)  72, 
71:41  Sasaki  71. 7SS  T bows  n.  72;  L Ufcee 
(USI  71. 72  L Nelson  (US)  71.  72. 

■EM’S  WORLD  AMATEUR  TEAM 
championship  (Carmona;  Phil); 


Seeoedhrowid  eaeraei  403  Australia 
203.  208.-  413  Finland  206,  310;  Canada 
219.  206.  430  PMflppInea  210.  310: 
Sweden  210.  210  481  Britain  313.  208. 
432  united  Stems  211.  211.  433  Hew 
Zealand  315.  208;  Spain  213.  21ft  434  In- 
dia 211  211. 

Tennis 

BRITISH  MATTOMAL  CHAMPWH8MPS 
(TMtorri):  Hone  One  torts  T lien 
wan  (Own)  bt  H Gould  (Avon)  6-1, 8-8;  P 
rtatl'enw  (HonhlHS)  M A Richardson  ' 
(Lines)  1-8.  7-6.  9-7;  a tHinrini  (im»B) 
M T Spinks  {iic.loft)  6-1  6-0:  C WBUto- 
•ea  (Hants  8 IOW)  bt  J Delgado  (Wen- 
■Ms)  2-0.  6-0.  9-7.  BwtfiloT  laid  (to 
elc  D Sapoford/A  fate  (Surrey /dtotH) 
bt  J Batas/Henman  (Swey)  8-1,  6-0;  M 
— uleysii  (W  at  ScoORRehmean  bt  N 
Weal  (Hants  6 Knqmtlldnson  6-3.  7-0. 
Woman:  SemKbulsi  C TBytor  (Oxen)  bl 
C wood  (Susan)  HW7-SJ  Puflto 
(Sussex)  bt  L Ahl  (Devon)  6-1.  34. 
PeeMeet  Hand  Ifada  U MMW 
WainwTioM  (DofsaVEMu)  bt  J Wood 
(MtddxJ/Tajrlor  34.  3-1;  L WaodroWe 
(SurreyVPtein  « J Ward  (Durham  A 
CfmiaiKQMN  84.  7-& 
PHORHIX7ATP  TOUR  WORLD 
OOUBUB  CHAMPIONSHIP  (Hartford. 
US):  Bound-rnMni  S Umso/A  O TO  Ian 
(ConAJS)  bt  L PlmeUB  Talbot  (Bet/SA) 
6-1. 6-3;  B HmU  Conn—  (21nvCan)  bt 
J BJortunan/N  KuOJ  (Swa)  8-3, 1-3, 84;  T 
WMdfafidpem  Woedfe—e  (Aus)  bt  J El- 
dngh/P  Hear  hula  (Nam;  4-6.  74,  74c  M 
KncmriesID  Heater  I Ban/Can)  t*T  Kione- 
marm/D  MncHieraon  (US/Aus)  8-3.  44. 

8-a. 


II  fered  a hlow  to  their 
morale  yesterday  in  foe  final 
game  before  foe  first  Test 
against  Australia  when  Mat- 
thew. Elliot  and  Matthew  Hay- 
den both  hit  centuries  as  an 
Australian  XI  amassed  316 
without  loss  on  foe  opening 
day  of  a four-day  match  at 
Bellerive  Oval  in  Hobart. 

At  the  close  Elliott  had 
made  163  and  Hayden  143 
against  a West  Indies  pace 
attack  m tawing  Curtly  Am- 


BasketbaD 

MBA:  New  York  SB.  Toronto  88:  Ortando 
96.  Charlotte  BR  Mlnneeott  100.  Dallae  9ft 
Houston  90,  todtone  88;  Vancouver  82. 
Phoenix  88;  Gold  an  State  96.  MhraiAee 
SB;  Seattle  94.  LA  capper*  7a 

Cricket 

SWI-HBLH  SHtBLDi  MoBwictm  Vie-  i 
torts  270-6  (D  Jones  in  no,  isn  Hwey  70)  I 
v South  Australia  Sydney:  New  Sowft  | 

Wales  274-7  IS  Waugh  106,  u Taylor  53}  W 
Queensland.  Perth:  Tasmania  122-1  (J 
Cox  8?.  D Hits  48no)  v Western  Australia.  , 
sown  CHAMPIONS1  ThOTHV  (Shar- 
iah. UAE):  rinak  New  Zeeland  118  (M 
Oraatbotch  52;  Wsalm  Akrwn  3-20,  ShaMd 
AWdl  5-14.  MueMan  Ahmad  5-31.  SaqlaUi 
Musnimq  2-32).  PMdstan  160  [Celma  2-24. 
Harris  2-32.  Patal  2-30).  Pakistan  won  by 
41  ruts. 

SUPERSPOHT  SERMSi  Cape  Toemi  Bo- 
land 236.  W Province  336-5  (S  Koenig  lift 
H Ackerman  «.  J Cammme  53no).  Prw 
tertai  Free  State  3484  IL  Wiponson  87.  K 
Venter  7BI  v N Trensvaor.  E loeHhxe:  Bor- 
der 261  (U  Boucner  81).  G Province  B-a 
KUberiv  Trsnensl  2604  (A  Becher 
l21no.  N McKenzU  84)  v Grfqueland  Want. 


brose,  Courtney  Walsh  and 
Kenny  Benjamin. 

Nixon  McLean,  on  his  first 
tour  with  West  Indies,  fin- 
ished with  no  wicket  for  80 
runs  from  20  overs  while  Ian 
Bishop  was  foe  most  economi- 
cal with  52  from  18  overs. 

• The  Derbyshire  batsman 
Tim  O’Gorman  is  giving  up 
foe  game  to  concentrate  on  his 
legal  career.  The  29-year-old 
made  his  county  debut  in  1987, 
was  capped  in  1992  and  twice 
passed  ljOOO  runs  in  a season. 


lea  Hockey 

HHLi  Boston  2.  Pittsburgh  1 lot);  Buffalo  5. 
Colorado  4;  Vancouver  3.  New  Jenny  ft 
Washington  6,  PNiacMpWa  Z Ctogwy  & 
Chicago  1 (m):  SI  Louis  S.  Tampa  Boy  3; 
Hartford  2,  Phoenix  1;  Los  Angeles  4, 
Toronto  1. 


Ice  Skating 


m«  BRITISH  CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(Qutkfford):  Woman  Start  pieiRSMUXXi 

1,  Z Jonas  (Swindon)  (UL  2.  J Arrawamltti 
(Swindon)  1A  3.  K McDermott  (E  Kilbride) 
1 A 4.  T Saar  (Oxtard)  2.0;  5.  Q Papavasl- 
lieu  (E  Kilbride)  2JL  8=.  K Alton  (Dundon- 
aW).  F Salim  (Romford)  3JL 

Snooker 

UK  e*uun>iCHi*»ap  (Preaam):  im 
mhb*  P llaactl'  (Eng)  M WThorM  (Eng) 
B-C. 


Swimming 


8MBDO  BRmSH  CRAHDPIUX  (Leieas- 
cer):  Ham  ISOOm  Preaetytoi  1.  ( Wilson 
(City  of  Leeds)  1 Groin  Oljmec.  Women 
SCNtoi  BKHxRyc  i.  S Rook  (Heading) 
2.1&8Q. 


(PtiliaiMpnia):  Saeend  mmk  S Onxf 
|Oer)  M A Frazier  |U8)  6-2.  3-1:  J Ho- 
rn** fCz)  bt  L UeNall  (US)  64.  7-5:  B 
Ptwduu  (Aui)  bt  Z QarHaon-Jsekaon  (US) 
Wo;  r Btnlii  (Indo)  bl  K Po  (US) 64. 84; 
A HBtar  (US)  bt  11  Shaughnaasy  (US)  4-6. 
8-2.  7-5. 


1996-7  Season 

PREMIERSHIP  FOOTBALL 

Tickets  available  for  various  clubs 


BOOK  TICKETS  NOW 
0171  413  3355 
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French 

polish 

Arsenal’s 

complete 

midfielder 
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Henman 
in  a hurry 

Britain’s 
No.  1 powers 
through 


TMkxartBan 


23 


Famous  Fives 
forgotten  on 
foreign  fields 

as  a kill  made  in  Taiwan.  Pur 
while  Scots  made  up  half  tin* 
numbers,  the  principal  play- 
ers. the  legatee  of  Kenny 
Dalglish  and  Jim  Baxter,  were 
foreign  almost  to  a man.  Even 
Richard  Gough,  a granite  Pil- 
lar in  the  Rangers  defence, 
was  bom  in  Stockholm  and 
the  few  moments  of . skill. 
science  and  tr  lekery  that  were 
evident  in  an  indifferent 
match  were  provided  by  a 
rw/iH  I anon  Dane  (Brian  Laudrup).  unltal- 

UaVIU  l_c ILrcy  lan (Paolo DiCanio) and,  m 

one  brief  instance,  an  Engiish- 

WHO  were  the  Pam-  man  (Paul  Gascoigne), 
otis  Five?  The  ques- 
tion was  posed  in  J—  OREIGN  imports  cm 
Tbilisi  last  week,  1 become  caught  up  in 


England  A’s  green  and  pleasant  southland 


SPRINGTIME  sees  Mike  Gaffing's  young  tourists  blossoming  in  Mount  Gambier.where 
they  dismissed  the  Australian  Cricket  Academy.  Report,  page  23  Shaun  sotterbu. 


On  a rare  day  when  all  the  top  clubs  are  in  action  Newcastle  can  stamp  their  mark  on  the  Premiership.  David  Lacey  reports 

Mission  possible  for  Keegan  hit  squad 

IN  the  Premiership,  win  ] ample,  where  Wimbledon's  I als  of  the  Champions  Cup  In  | draws.  Ian  Wright,  thriving  I tion  will  be  of  particular  in-  j George  Grahanf  s ^eeda^de- 

ter  begins  today  following  perky  challenge  should  be  11  years.  But  first  Alex  Fergu-  on  the  service  provided  by  terest  in  LocdonN5.  Newca^ 

a fortnight's  break  for  the  maintained,  from  Elland  son's  players  need  to  demon-  Patrick  Vieira,  is  in  prolific  ties  England  striker  could 

internationals.  For  New-  Road,  where  Liverpool  face  strate  that  they  are  still  able  form  and  the  Premiership’s  even  reappear  at  Chelsea  a 


ample,  where  Wimbledon’s 
perky  challenge  should  be 
maintained,  from  Elland 


als  of  the  Champions  Cup  In  draws.  Ian  Wright,  thriving 
11  years.  But  first  Alex  Fergu-  on  the  service  provided  by 
son’s  players  need  to  demon-  Patrick  Vieira,  is  in  prolific 


tion  will  be  of  particular  in-  George  Graham’s  Leeds,  de- 
terest  in  London  NS.  Newcas-  spite  Sunderland's  3-0  defeat 


« jk  *HO  were  the  Fam- 
I / 1 #ous  Five?  The  ques- 
\i  \M  tion  was  posed  in 

V V Tbilisi  last  week, 
between  the  horsd'oeuvres 
and  an  interesting  fish  dish.  It 
was  answered  in  chorus. 

The  Famous  Five?  Why 
Smith,  Johnstone,  Reilly. 
Turnbull  and  Ormond,  the  Hi- 
bernian forward  line  of  the  im- 
mediate post-war  years,  not  to 
be  confused  with  the  Magnifi- 
cent Five  (Los  Cinco  Magnifi- 
cosr  who  distinguished  Real 
Zaragoza  in  the  Sixties. 

Scottish  football  history 
was  once  measured  in  quin- 
tets. Before  the  first  world  war 
and  after  there  were  several 
outstanding  examples.  Celtic 
had  Bennett,  McMenemy. 
Quinn,  Somers  and  Hamilton; 
the  Rangers  attack  read  Archi- 
bald, Cunningham,  Hender- 
son. Cairns  and  Morton,  and 
more  than  once  Bell,  Miller, 
■Tannings.  James  and  Archi- 
bald had  them  dancing  in  the 
streets  of  Saith. 

Then  there  was  the  greatest 
Scottish  forward  line  of  all : 
Jackson.  Dunn.  Gallacher. 
James  and  Morton,  the  Wem- 
bley Wizards  or 1928  whose  5-1 
rout  of  England  at  Wembley 
prompted  this  damning  judg- 
ment from  the  Glasgow  Her- 
ald : “The  success  of  the  Scots 


internationals.  For  New-  Road,  where  Liverpool  lace  strate  that  they  are  still  able  form  and  the  Premiership’s 


castle  United,  however,  the 
outlook  remains  cosy. 

By  the  end  of  the  afternoon 


most  seasoned  defence  has 
also  conceded  fewest  goals. 
The  run  has  left  Arsenal 


they  should  at  least  have  latest  Italian  import,  Gian- 
maintained  their  two-point  franco  Zola,  will  test  the  truth 
lead  at  the  top.  They  may  of  Blackburn’s  revival- 
even  have  extended  their  No  tidings,  however,  will  be 
present  eight  point  advantage  more  eagerly  awaited  at  New- 
over  the  flagging  champions  castle  than  those  from  Old 
Manchester  United,  who  TrafTord,  where  Manchester 
regained  the  title  last  time  United  are  already  in  danger 
over  Kevin  Keegan's  recum-  of  becoming  caught  on  the 
bent  ambitions.  twin  horns  of  domestic  and 

This  is  one  of  those  rare  European  ambitions.  Today 


Saturdays  which  finds  all  of  they  meet  second-placed 


Ian  Rush  for  the  first  time  to  control  their  own  destiny.  most  seasoned  defence  has 

since  he  left  Anfield.  and  from  Ferguson's  side  has  lost  also  conceded  fewest  goals. 
Ewood  Park,  where  Chelsea’s  four  of  Its  last  five  matches.  The  run  has  left  Arsenal 
latest  Italian  import,  Gian-  conceding  five  goals  at  New-  two  points  off  the  lead  and  by 

franco  Zola,  will  test  the  truth 

of  Blackburn’s  revival. 

No  tidings  will  be  more  eagerly 
awaited  than  from  Old  Trafford 

United  are  already  in  danger 

of  becoming  caught  on  the  _ 

twin  boms  of  domestic  and  castle  and  six  at  Southamp-  J the  end  of  the  month  they  will 
European  ambitions.  Today  ton.  marking  the  manager's  have  a better  idea  of  how  gen- 


tle’s England  striker  could 
even  reappear  at  Chelsea  a 
week  today. 

Today.  Giggs  or  no  Giggs, 


spioe  suuaenaiHi  a j— u uacai  was  primarily  another  deroon- 
at  Elland  Road  a fortnight  ago  stratian  that  Scottish  skill. 


and  Blackburn’s  victory,  by  a 
oimiiar  margin,  over  Roy  Ev- 


science  and  trickery  will  still 
prevail  against  the  less  attrac- 


A rsenal  will  hope  to  exploit  noon.  Yet  one  thought  will 
the  absence  of  the  suspended  bug  Liverpool  today:  Rush 
Roy  Keane  from  Manchester  has  yet  to  score  in  a Leeds 
Untted’s  midfield.  Arsenal  shirt 
have  lost  on  their  last  three  Blackburn  looked  anything 
league  visits  to  Old  Trafford  but  a doomed  team  in  beating 
and  have  not  won  there  for  Liverpool  and  it  may  take 


awaited  than  from  Old  Trafford 


ans’s  side  the  following  after-  tive  and  simpler  methods  of 
noon.  Yet  one  thought  will  the  English  style  in  which 
bog  Liverpool  today:  Rush  speed  is  relied  on  as  the  main 
has  yet  to  score  in  a Leeds  factor.” 
shirt  • With  this  in  mind,  watching 


Blackburn  looked  anything  the  Old  Finn  match  on  Sky  the 
but  a doomed  team  in  beating  night  before  last  proved  a 


Liverpool  and  it  may  take  sobering  experience.  All  the 
five  seasons.  But.  unless  the  more  than  Vialli  and  Zola  to  old  passions  thundered  from 
form  of  Eric  Cantona  has  rad-  end  Chelsea’s  run  of  four  the  stands  at  Celtic  Park  and 
icaHy  improved  during  the  in-  successive  defeats  at  Ewood.  were  dutifhlly  echoed  by 
terim.  the  chances  of  the  A second  victory  for  Tony  Andy  Gray,  a commentator 
trend  being  reversed  must  be  Parkes,  told  to  carry  on  care-  who  would  bring  to  a game  of 
strong.  taking  yesterday,  would  send  hopscotch  images  of  the  Scots’ 

Coventry’s  record  away  to  Nottingham  Forest  to  HUls-  Greys  at  Waterloo. 


the  tide  contenders  in  action 
and  kicking  off  at  three 
o'clock.  For  once  Sky’s  cam- 
eras are  devoting  their  atten- 
tion to  the  lower  orders. 

So  while  Newcastle,  at 
home  to  o weakened  West 
Ham.  are  seeking  their  ninth 
victory  in  TO  league  games.  St 
.James’  Park  will  be  straining 
for  news  from  other  fronts. 
From  Sel hurst  Park,  for  ex- 


Arsenal.  On  Wednesday  they 
are  at  home  to  Juventus  in 
the  Champions  League. 

Victory  now  and  nothing 
worse  than  a draw  in  four 
days'  time  would  bait  Unit- 
ed’s slide  in  the  Premiership 
and.  despite  their  recent  his- 
toric home  defeat  by  Fener- 
bahee.  keep  alive  their  hopes 
of  becoming  the  first  English 
club  to  reach  the  quarter-Qn- 


castle  and  six  at  Southamp- 
ton. marking  the  manager's 
10  years  in  charge  with  a 
wake.  Ryan  Giggs,  who  be- 
cause of  a calf  injury  has  not 
started  a match  since  the  end 


the  end  of  the  month  they  will 
have  a better  idea  of  how  gen- 
uine their  championship  pre- 
tensions really  are.  Novem- 
ber has  already  seen  them 
have  the  better  of  a rough- 


Coven try’s  record  away  to  Nottingham  Forest  to  hws- 
Wimbledon  is  good  — three  borough  on  Monday  as  the 


of  September,  is  set  to  return  and- tumble  2-2  draw  at  Wim- 
but  the  kind  of  restorative  bledon,  a week  tomorrow  Ar- 
United  need  is  more  in  mind  sene  Wenger  will  experience 


than  body. 


his  first  north  London  derby 


It  Is  very  much  a matter  of  when  Tottenham  visit  High- 
regaining  collective  confi-  bury,  and  the  following  Satur- 
dence,  a commodity  Arsenal  day  Arsenal  are  at  Newcastle. 


possess  in  abundance  after 
five  league  wins  and  two 


The  speed  of  Alan  Shearer’s 
recovery  from  a groin  opera- 


wins  in  the  last  four  visits  — 
but.  with  Leonhardsen,  Jones 
and  Earle  back  in  Joe  Kin- 
near's  side,  it  is  hard  to  see 
the  struggling  team  Gordon 
Strachan  has  taken  over  from 
Ron  Atkinson  maintaining 
the  sequence. 

It  is  equally  difficult  to  en- 
visage Liverpool  losing  to 


new  bottom  team. 


Guardian 


But  In  football  terms  the  oc- 
casion was  about  as  Scottish 


man  (Paul  Gascoigne). 

Foreign  imports  can 
become  caught  up  In 
the  passions  of  Old 
Firm  fervour.  ;\sk 
Terry’  Butcher.  But  Joachim 
Bjorklund  has  probably  never 
heard  of  the  Famous  Five  any- 
more than  Morten  Wieghorst. 
And  the  Hamburg  humour  oT 
Jorg  Albertz  might  be  tested 
by  the  old  knock-knock  joke: 
“Knock  knock."  "Who's 
there?"  “Fritz. " "Fritz  who?" 
“Fritz  a grand  old  team  t'play 
fer . . 

One  of  the  Sky  people 
remarked  that  the  sort  of  de- 
fensive error  by  Celtic’s  Brian 
O'Neil  which  led  to  Laudrup 
scoring  the  game’s  only  goal 
would  usually*  he  punished  at 
the  highest  level.  And  in 
Ceitic-Nangm  matches. 

At  times  Laudrup.  the  Fam- 
ous One  who  nuide  up  the 
Rangers  forward  line,  moved 
around  the  opposition  half 
like  the  sighted  hero  in  the 
Day  or  the  Triffids.  By  con- 
trast Pierre  Van  Hooydonk. 
Celtic's  Dutch  striker,  looked 
like  Van  Basten  in  wellies. 

The  result  may  well  have 
enhanced  Rangers’  prospects 
of  winning  a ninth  successive 
Scottish  championship,  equal- 
ling Celtic’s  feat  or  the  Sixties 
and  Seventies.  But  without 
success  in  the  European  Cup. 
where  Rangers’  shortcomings 
continue  to  be  exposed,  the 
achievement  would  be  compa- 
rable only  statistically.  The 
Champions  League  has  be- 
come a rack  for  lhrox’s  wider 
ambitions.  The  quick  brown 
fox  who  sped  among  them  on 
Thursday  night  could  have 
been  playing  for  Grasshopper. 

It  was  a shame  to  see  the 
Celtic  manager  banished  to 
the  stands.  There  have  been 
better  Burns  nights.  What 
could  he  have  said  to  the  refer- 
ee? "O  whistle,  and  I’ll  come  to 
you.  my  lad,"  perhaps. 
*Canario.  Saruos,  Marcetmo, 
Villa.  Lapetra. 


COLLINS 


Crossword  20f812 


Bosnich  backs  anti-racism  campaign  after  £1,000  fine 

MARK  BOSNICH’s  Hitler  i supporters  — many  of  whom  | would  like  to  put  my  frill  sup- 1 mission  that  his  gesture  w 
salute  cost  him  £1.000  are  Jewish  — during  his  port  behind  that”  intended  as  a Basil  Fawl 


Bosnich  . . . said  'sorrv' 


■ wlsalute  cost  him  £1.000 
yesterday  but  the  Aston  Villa 
goidkeeper  threw  his  weight 
behind  the  Professional  Foot- 
ballers' Association's  anti- 
racism scheme  after  being  let 
off  lightly,  writes  Don  Beet. 

The  Australian,  out  injured 
for  much  of  this  season,  was 
found  guilty  of  misconduct  by 
a Football  Association  disci- 
plinary commission  but  es- 
caped a ban  for  the  gesture 
i which  angered  Tottenham 


supporters  — many  of  whom 
are  Jewish  — during  his 
side’s  match  at  White  Hart 
Lane  on  October  12. 


would  like  to  put  my  frill  sup- 
port behind  that” 

Bosnich.  who  hopes  to  en- 
joy banter  with  supporters  de- 


Bosnich.  who  was  also  sev-  spite  the  outcome  of  the  incl- 
erely  censured,  warned  as  to  dent  that  prompted  some 


his  future  conduct  and  or- 
dered to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
hearing  at  Lancaster  Gate, 
said  afterwards:  "I  abhor  rac- 


Spurs  fans  to  complain  to  the 
police,  added:  “Sometimes 
when  you  do  things  wrong  the 
best  thing  is  to  come  out 


ism.  The  best  thing  to  come  I openly  and  say  ’sorry',  fm  24- 


out  of  this  is  that  maybe  It  has 
raised  awareness  of  IL  The 
PFA  have  got  an  anti-racism 
campaign  underway  and  I 


I made  a mistake  and  that’s 
the  way  it  goes.” 

Steve  Double,  for  the  FA, 


mission  that  his  gesture  was 
intended  as  a Basil  Fawlty- 
style  joke.  He  was  unaware  of 
Tottenham’s  Jewish  following 
and  was  devastated  at  the 
reaction  to  the  incident” 

Villa’s  manager  Brian  Lit- 
tle, who  accompanied  the 
player  to  London,  said:  “It 
was  a fair  hearing.” 

Now  Bosnich  must  wait  to 
find  out  if  the  police  will  take 
action  against  him.  A report 
has  been  sent  to  the  Crown 


A copy  of  the  Collins  yngnsh  Dictionary  will  be  sent 
to  the  first  five  correct  entries  drawn.  Entries  to 
Guardian  Crossword  No  20,812,  P.O.  Box  315,  Mitcham. 
Surrey  CR4  2AX,  by  first  post  on  Friday  Solution  and 
winners  in  the  Guardian  on  Monday  November  25. 

Name • 

Address 


Tick  here  tf  you  do  not  wish  to  receive  further  information  from  the 
Guardian  Madia  Group  or  other  companies  screened  by  os 


said:  “Bosnich  told  the  com-  Prosecution  Service. 


communication  without 
prefix  edited  (5,8) 

27  Floral  crosses  get  by  — put 
back  free  drop  of  water  into 
pipes  (6,3,5) 

Down 

1 Book  showing  little  flower — 
and  study  on  Brtte  streams  (1 Z) 

2 Permission  to  depart  (5) 

3 Not  expecting  well-ordered 
fun,  hole  up  (9) 

4 Note  to  hear  if  you  want  to 
be  bright  (7) 

3 Editor  makes  stream  ascend 
around  1 5b  opposite  (7) 

6 The  author  of  our  books  and 
an  arttete  on  heavenly  food  (S) 

7 Like  heavenly  drink  from 
Royal  Artillery  canteen?  (9J 

10  Norfolk  river  Ash’s 
swallowing  ship  in  the 
Centra)  Region  (3,9) 

14  List  of  things  to  make  up  on 
the  Ode  Line  (9) 

16  Seasonable  and  seasoned 
season?  (3,6) 

18  Irish  MP  holding  a lot  of 
foreign  capital  may  have  it  in 

hand  (7) 

19  Purpose  of  services  of 
French  marshland  church  (7) 

22  Pitman,  tha  setter's  king  (5) 

24  American  at  a loose  end  over 
the  river  (5) 
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